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Sir Richard Ellys, Bart 



5 1 R, 

YO U wasplcafed to favour the Defiga 
of the following Differtation witli 
your Approbation, when I had the 
Honour to lay it before you ; and to aflift 
my^ Enquiry into a Subjefl: fomewhat un- 
common, with the Ufe of your noble Libra- 
ry. What ow^s fo much to your Encou-t 
ragement, is now hun^bly offered to you for 
your Patronage. 

You will perceive, from your hearty Con* 
cern^er the Honour of Revelation, the Im-r 
portance of difcovering the Fallacy of the 
more popular Objedtions againft the Hebrew 
Conftitution, and of (hewing them to be 
groundlefs and unreafonable ; whatever In- 
fluence they may have on an Age inclined to 
Unbelief, and where Ignorance of the true 
Pefigns and Nature of the Hebrew Govern-* 
pient makes it noteafy for all to find out the 
Fallacy of the Gbjedions, or the moft pro-r 
p^r Anfwers to them. 

A 2 ^^Tv^.^K.. l\ 
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DEDICATION. 

It will give me much better Hope, this 
Diflertation may be of fome Service to the 
World, if it fhall appear to anfwer this De- 
•iign in the Judgment of a Perfon, whofe ex-? 
tenfive and accurate Knov^ledge in the fcve- 
ral Parts of Learning, whofe great Under- 
ftanding in particular in the Language, Laws 
and Cuftoms of the Hebrews^ Civil and Re- 
ligious, enables him to difcetii fo clearly 
through all Obfcurity of the Subjcft, thejuft 
Weight of any Reafons offered in Vindica- 
tion of the divine Wifdom and Goodnefs of 
this Part of Revelation. 

Gentlemen of higher Rank and Under- 
ilanding, have a very ufefiil Influence, when 
Examples of Virtue and Religion : Where it 
appears they are themfelves well perfuaded 
of the Truths of Revelation, by making the 
Dodlrines it teaches the Rule of their Lives, 
and the Hopes it gives the Foundation of their 
Peace and Joy 3 it ferves much to break the 
Force and Prejudice of Cuftom, in favour of 
Unbelief. Minds not quite loft in lofidelity, 
or Vice, will refpeft the Judgment of the 
wife, the unbiafled, and impartial ; and the 
Example of the knowirtg, the judicious and 
the virtuous, more than the Opinions of the 
ignorant, and thoughtlefs, or tnan the Prac-* 
tice of the prejudiced, or the vicious. 

This, Sir, is a publick Ufefulnefs, even in 
the Retirements of private Life : It ferves the 
moft dcfirable publick Good, as it promotes 

national 



Digitized by 



Google 



DEDICATION. 

mrional Virtue and Rlrfiteoufiiefe, whidi 
beft eftablifh and exalt a Nation. 

This is moreover a real perfonal Honoir 
m the fight of God, as well as in the Efteem 
of the beft of Men ; a moft valuable Orna- 
ment and Addition to Honours derived froint 
ancient and noble Families, from eminent 
and illuftrious Anceftors. 

That it may pleafe God to prolong a Li^ 
fi) defirable for the publick Good, and grant 
you the Support and Comforts of the Chri^ 
ftian Hope, in whatever the Providence of 
God may appoint for the Exerdie and Im- 
provement of your Faith and Patience ; and 
finally crown you with the unmixed Hatf^i^ 
neft of that Life and Immortality brought to 
light in the Chrijdian Revelation, is thebear^ 
Prayer of. 



5 72?, 

Tour mop: faithful' 

obliged bumble Servant^ 



Moses Lowman. 
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A 

DISSERTATION 

OH TH£ 

Civil Government 

Oif T H E 

HEBREWS. 



INTRODUCTION. 

IT is fomewhat furprizing, that when fo 
•many able Hands nave undertaken to ex- 
plain the religious Rites and Ceremo- 
nies, the dvil Laws and Juftice of the 
He&rewClmrch^ and Common wealth; fovery 
few ^ould have undertaken to explain the 
Form and Polity of the Government itfclf. 

The Hebrew Commonwealth is> without 
queftion, one of the mod ancient of the 
World, and juftly looked upon as a Model 
of Government c* divine Original j it will 
defervc our Attention, as much fure, as any 
of the Forms of Government in the ancient 
times, either among the EgyftianSy Greeks^ 
or Romans. It fliould more efpecially dc- 
ferve our Attention as Chriftians, who own 
the Laws^deliverc4 by Mofes to the Hebrew 
Nation, to have been given by the Oracle of 

B God, 
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2 Of the Civil Government - • j 

God, and eftablifhed by Authority of the Su- 
preme Governour of the World ; in which 
therefore we may expedt to find a wife and 
excellent Model, becoming theWifddnoL of 
fuch a Lawgiver. 

It will yet farther deferve our Attention, 
as a right Underftanding of feveral Parts of 
the religious Rites and Conftitutions of that 
Church will much depend upon a right Un- 
derftanding of their civil Polity and Govern- 
ment J for in this Conftitution both are 
much intermix'd with each other, fo that 
the one is not clearly to be underftood with- 
out the other. This Conftitution is there- 
fore well called a Theocracy, by Jofepbus ; 
or a Governnient of God, in which God 
himfelf condefcended to govern the Hebrew 
Nation, with the Title and Authority of their 
King. It is to the fame Senfe David fpcaks 
of the Succeflion of his Son Solomon^ that he 
I chron. was ckofen to Jit upon the Throne of the 
'" 5- Kingdom of Jehovah^ over IfraeL So that 
the Laws of Religion and State, in this 
Commonwealth, have a great Reference to 
one another, God being confidered the Ob- 
jedt of their religious Worfliip as the one on- 
ly true and fupreme God, and their fupremc 
civil Magiflirate as the political Head of their 
State. Hence learned Men * have very 
juftly obferved, that the Form of the Ta- 
bernacle, the Splendor of its Ornaments, the 

Service 

• Spencer de leg. Hebrae. Diflert. de Theocrat. JudaicR, 
c. V. 5«*. Witfii Theocrat. Ifraelit. § ix, £5fc. 
I 
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Q^ the HEBUZvrSi J 

ISerfice and Attendance of the Priefts and 
Ltfvites, and the Revenues belonging to the 
Tabernade, have a Regard to the Honour 
2nd Dignity of the Crown, of the Court and 
Palace of the King oi ifraet^ as well as to the 
religious Worfhip of the God of Ifrael. So 
that even thefe Parts of the religious Con- 
ftitetion of the Hebrews will be much be tcr 
underftood, by a right Knowledge of the 
political Conftitutions of their Covcrnmcnt, 
and by the Light fuch Knowledge has 
thrown upon them, in ieyeral Inftances, and 
may yet rorther give unto them, I apprehend, 
in many more. 

Finally, this Knowledge of the true Con-^ 
ftitution of the Hebrew Government will, I 
think^ be of confiderable Ufe on another ac- 
count Some have fallen with uncommon 
Severity both on the religious and political 
Conftitutions of Mofes^ and endeavoured 
to reprefent them not only as unwife and 
unequal, but as mofl unjuft, tyrannical and 
cruel* 'Thefe Conftitutions are faid to bd 
" a Refinement on the Superftition oi Egypt 5 
" and that to fuppofe or affirm any of them 
*' of the trueGcKi, muft be equally abfurA 
** and blafphemous*,*^ 

Every Lover of Truth will juflly cJtpeiSt fd 
heavy a Charge, drawn up in fo infolent 
Terms, fliould be fupported with good Vouch- 
ers ; and that the Conflitutions of the He^ 
brew Government, as puhli(hed by Mdfei^ 
B 2 ibo*ia4 

♦ MofaJPhilofogher, Vol. tf. lif* 
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Of the C/Vi/ Go^oernment 

ihould plainly appear fo abftird, tyrannical, 
and blafphemous, as they arc reprefcntcd to 
be, by plain Inftances of fomc of the Con- 
ftitutions t'hbmfclves that are fo ; whereas a 
right Underftanding of the Polity of that 
Governmetit, as fettled by Mofes in the 
Name of God, would ihew, that the moft 
ipecious Objeftions are mcer Blunders, and 
Miftakes, and are founded on an utter Igno- 
rance of the true Hebrenv Coriftitudons, or 
on fuch Good- will to cenfure and condemn 
them, as dares firft to falfify them, in order 
afterwards to treat them as ridiculous or 
criminal. 

It muflrbe allowed, however, that this Stib- 
jedl is not without its Obfcurity. The Ma- 
terials we have whereby to difcovcr the po* 
litical Form of this very ancient Govern- 
ment, are not fo many or fo foil, as we have 
for fome of the more modern Governments 
of GreecCy or the Commonwealtfi of Rome. 
And tho' we have many Authors of Hebrew 
Republicks, who with great Diligence and 
Learning, have treated of their Religion ; 
yet , few have treated with Exaiflnefs and 
jadgment, of the political ' Government of 
their State. 

The Jus privatum of the Hebrews^ the 
Laws, Judges, and Courts, whereby private 
Juftice was adminiftred between Man and 
jyian, and their Perfons aAd Properties defend- 
til againft private Fraud and Violence, have 
oeen largely confidered by Authors of great 
1 ^ Judgment 
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Jndgfaent and Learning, wha hj^vc ihewn 
with plain Evidence, that they are every vsray 
equal for Wifdom, JufHce, and Equity, to 
the La^s of any the greateft and mo(l ceie«* 
brated Lawgivers j many of which were very 
likely copied after thefe. 

But the Jus puilicum^ the Form of the 
Qovernment itfdf, the Orders by which, and 
the Officers by whom the publick A(ftions of 
peace and War, and the coUecSive |**orce of 
the whole Commonweahh were to be direft* 
ed ; and the * Crimina laja Majejlatis^ or 
Ixeaibnable Ofiences againft the Honour, Au- 
thority and Safety of the State in general, 
have been paffed over very flightly by the 
fame learned Authors, it may be in part, be- 
cauie the few Materials to be found in fo /liort 
an Hiftory, were thought infufficient to give 
a juft Model of the publick Government j 
and in parr, becaufe the Religion and the 
private Juftice of this Nation were accounted 
Siibjeds of greater Ufe and Concern. 

The Materials are indeed few, and fcanty 
enough ; and therefore we are not to expe<ft 
f}jch an Account of the Jlebrew Government^ 
^ we have of modem Governments, of the 
German Empire, jpratjfe^ or the United Pro^ 
vinces, or even of the mote ancient Com- 
moQwealt^ oi Rome^ and in Greece y whole 
larger Hiftorics fhew their Conftitutions fo 
|i|Uy^ ^ to point oat the Wifdom and Ex- 
B 3 . cellency, 

* Comoi Qrf. Juris, p. m. x(>A* Inftit. iv. Tit xviii, 
|. 3« dc Uefa Nkyeilate. 
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Of the Civil Government 

pellency, or the Defedts and Faults of the fc- 
veral Parts of them. 

YettheHiftory of the Settlement of the 
flebrew Natipii in the promifed Land, and the 
feveral Laws ftill on Record in the Books of 
Mofes, wiW^ I apprehend, if carefully confider- 
pd and put together, give fuch an Account of 
the Hebrew Gonftitutlon, as may help us to 
form ii? general a true Idea of the Plan and Mo- 
del of it ; fuch an Idea as will appear ab- 
folutely inconfiftent with the ambitious and ty- 
rannical Views pf ah arbitrary and pppreffive 
Government, with which Mofes has been fo 
weakly, as well as falfely charged , and fuch 
an Idea, as will fhew this Conftitution calcu- 
lated in its whole Defign, and fitted with the 
moft political Wifdorn, to preferve the Pro- 
perty, Liberty, and Security of the People, 
and therewith the Profeffion of the true Rielir 
gion and the Worfhip of the one true God, 
againft the univerfal Idolatry of the World ; 
and to fecure them from the Danger of all At- 
tempts, either by Foreign Force or Domeftick 
Ambition : As it will clearly appear that no 
fuch Attempts were ever like to fucceed, but 
on a previous Alteration and Corruption of 
the Fundamentals of the Conftitution itfelf ; 
and that accordingly fuch Change was firft 
adhially made, whenever any fuch Attempts 
did fucceed. 

If I fhall be able to fet the Plan of the 
Jlebrew Government in fuch a light that 
my Jleader may perceive, and be cqvvinced 

'^ • of 
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of the excellent Conftitution of it, to main- 
tain the Property, Liberty, Peace and Safety 
of the People, and to anfwer the particular 
Deiign of God in condefcending to be their 
Lawgiver and King, to preferve the Faith 
and Worfhip of the one true God in the ge- 
neral Apoftacy ofthe World to Idolatry; I 
would hope my Reader may find fome Plea- 
fure and tome Profit in viewing one of the 
moft ancient ConftitutionS of Government 
in the World, formed for one of the kind- 
eft Defigns in the World, to preferve the 
Knowledge and Worfliip of the one true 
God, fi-om the almoft univerfel Corruption of 
Idolatry. 

C H A P. I. 

Chief Defign^ and principal In tern ion 
of the Civil Government of the 
Hebrews. 

To lay down a true Plan of the Hebrew 
Government, it will be requifite pre- 
vioufly to confider, what particular Views the 
Lawgiver might have in it. If any particular 
Ends were defign'd, to promote which the 
Plan of the Government ^tfelf \yas to be ad- 
jufted J- thofe Defigns Will help to explain ma- 
ny Parts and Conftitijtions of the Govern- 
ment, as it will fhew the great Wffdom of 
the Legiflature, which has made the Plau in 
B 4 its 
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S Of the Civil Government 

/its feveral Parts moft fit, and proper to fct?^*^ 
and fecure thofe Ends. 

The Heirew Government appears not Qn-r 
ly deiigned to ferve the common and general 
Ends of all good Governments ; to prote^ 
the Property, Liberty, Safety, and Peuc^e of 
the feveral Members of the Communky, in 
which the true Happincfs and Prrfp^rhy pf 
National Societies wilt always confift^ ^t 
Exod/xix. moreover to bean holy Pe^k to J^ovttb^ 
and a Kingdom ofPriefis. For thus M^^ i« 
Exod.xix.dire<a:ed to tell the Children of Ifrmy Te 
3»^»5»<^* Jbave feen what I did unto the EgyfitianSy 
and how I bore yau on Eagles Wings^ ^and: 
brought you unto myfelf. Now tker^ore. 
if ye will hear my Void indeed^ and keep 
my Covenanty then ye Jhdll be a peculiar 
T'reafure unto me above all People \ for 
all the Earth is mine^ and ye pall he un^- 
to me a Kingdom of Priefis and an holy 
Nation. We learn what this Covenant 
Deut.xix.^as in a farther Account of it. Te jiand 
^^*^^'^^'this Day all of you before the Lfird your' 
God your Captains of your Tribes, your EU 
ders and your Officers, and all the Men of 
Jfraeli that you Jhould enter into Cove^ 
nant with the Lord thy God, and into his 
Oath which the Lord thy God maketh nx}ith 
thee this Day ; that he may efiablifh khee 
to-day for a People unto himferf, and that 
f)e may be unto thee a God, as pe hath faid 
finto thee, and as he hath fworn unto thy 
JFflthers, to Jhnaham^ Ifaac aud to Jacob: 

For 
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^f in the J^n4 «f ESX^> fp4 Inno f/oc 
omf thmugb the Natiotis wbifb yf pi^e4 
ky } an^Si bfiwkeM tbfitr Jbotfiitt^tiom and, 
their jJeii^ We,^a:^d ^tene^ Sihetr ^d Gold 
which loere among thm» left therf Jhould he 
amo^ y^ify M^x or Wonum^ or Family, or 
^JTri^, wk/f Ueart, turnetk (Oftay tigs D^ 
jSrm ^hf S/tfd <»ar God to go findjerve tb& 
G^di ^ th^f Nations, 

. Witb^t a|»y Pipqviiry iatQ U^? cri|icalO"i'««' 
M»»i|g of ib^e lg¥pre(&)p5 fev^raUy, ^f^f^ti^nfy 
Qn§ Q^y^Iy (t^ tm$ general Intention of brew g«- 
tb^ i liit ^6 CoYPhant of Jehovah with ^^^; 
1^ Hekrfi^ people, and their . Oath byuJ^i", 
i^^hich tjwy bouB4 ^ir Allegu^ncc to yeh<h:"^J^"f'' 
yai tbck e^ qn4 King, wa?, that theyj/;^. '-^•^* 
0K>u^i receive an(J ^y the J^^s whi<;h he 
(km^ appoiat ^ ^^Ir fuprcfi^f Q^vernc^r. 
wi^ 4 j^ifular Epg^gemenjt to keiep thepi-* 
i^lv^ j^om theldok^^y of the Napqn^ raatu^ 
a^\^ theni, wh^iber the IdoH^ry <hey haA 
fc^ while ^y 4w8lt ia the Lftud *f J^35>/, 
or ha<i obfervfd |a the Nations by which 
they p?fl§d iptgi ^ pronjife^ J^vi. Ip; 
keeping this AIteg«»pe to Jei^^lh^ as ^ir 
iqaw^iat? an4 filpPQQie l>or4 tJiey V?er^ tjft 
^jipEi^ to» Ble^g? of Gqd's |m«^41itt« syn^ 

Eijcti^olar Prote^ion ^ thf^efwi^ o/ th«^ 
ifelrty, Pfa<;p, w4 P?p<|writy,'flg«tRft aU A*i 
tei»p«i of thseir i4Q|^tf9M9 Neij^xjUTP i hvk% 
if tliey d30i44 bffiajc ^eir AUtgbcice to Je-r 
M#, or forfake the Covenant, of Jehovah, 

by 
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?r6 Of the Civil Gwernmenf 

* by going and ferving other Gods, and wor- 

Ihipping them, then they fhould forfeit thefe 

Bleffings of God's Prote(3ioh, and the Anger 

5, ^^ Jehovah fhould be kindled againft the 

2S>2 '-7£^j^j^ j^ bring upon it all the Curfes that 

are written in this Book. 

The true Senfc then of this foIemn.Tranf- 
aftion, between God and the Hebrew Nation, 
which may be called the original Contra^ 
of the Hebrew Government^ is to this Pur- 
pofe : If the Hebrews would voluntarily con- 
fcnt to receive Jehovah their Lord and King, 
to keep his Covenant and Laws, to honour 
and worfhip him as the one true God, in op- 
pofition to all Idolatry 5 then, though God 
as Sovereign of the World rules over all the 
Nations of the Earth, and all Nations arc 
under the general Care of his Providence, he 
would govern the Hebrew Nation by pecu- 
liar Laws of his particular Appointment, and 
blefs it with a more immediate and particular 
Protedlion j he would fecure to them the in- 
valuable Privileges of the true Religion, to- 
gether with Liberty, Peace, and Proiperity, 
as a favoured People above all other Na- 
tions. It is for very wife * Reafons you may 
obferve, that temporal BlefBngs and Evils are 
made fo much ufe of in this Conftitution; 
for thefe were the common and prevailing 
Inticements to Idolatry; but by thus taking 
them into the Hebrew Conftitution, as Re- 
wards to Obedience, and Punilhmcnts of Dif- 
• • obediencci 

• Spencer dc Leg. Hebr. 5- i« c. 3. p. 12. 
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obedience, they became Motives to true Re- 
ligion, inftead of Encouragements to Ido- 
latry. 

The idolatrous Nations worfhipped fubor- 
dinate Beings, whom they owned fiibjeft to 
die Supreme 5 but they believed they had the 
Immediate Direftipn of the Bieffings of Life ; 
that theygave Health, long Life, fruitfiil Sea- 
^ns. Plenty and Profperity : This we are told, 
by ^ Mkifhonides^ was a Dodlrine taught by 
the Sabians in their Books, as well as in their 
InftruSions to the People. 

One of the oldeft of the Prophets has fo 
fully expreflcd this Reafon of the Hebrew 
Conftitution, that we need no further Evi- 
dence of it. For their Mother hath played 
the Harlot^ Jhe that conceived them hath 
done Jhamefully \ for Jhe faid- I will go 
after my Lovers y that give me my Bread 
ahdmyJVater^ my Wool and my Flax^ mine 
Oil^ and my Drink . . . For Jhe did not >&«oto.Hbfeaii. 
that I gave her Corn; and Wine, and Oil,^* *' ^* 
and multiplied her Silver and Gold, which 
they prepared for Baal. Therefore will I re^ 
turn, and take away my Corn in the Time 
thereof and my Wine in the Seafin thereof \ 
and will recover my Wool and my Flax, gi^ 
ven to cover her Nakednefs. 

The Prophet Jeremiah gives the fame 
Reafon why the Jews fell into the idola- 
trous Pradtice of burning Incenfe to theJ«*™^^^» 
C^ci^ pf Heaven ! But we will certainly\^^' '^* 

f MaimoQ. Mor*Nevoc. p. 3. c, 3P. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Of tU Civil Gfflf^rn^nt 

do^ wbatjoewr thing go^th forth out ff c^ 
cnifn I4puth to burn Incenfe ufilio^ the ^e^n of 
Heaven^ and to pour out Drink-Offerings tsfi^^ 
to bery as we have 4<^e \ tpf, ^ ou^ F^fffrs^ 
our Kings ^nd, (^r Fringes ifi tbe> Cities ^f 
Judaby and iti tkt Streets ofyerufiiem ijftf 
then bad we plenty of Vi^^n^y 4fnd ^re- 
npell\ and f^ m Evil .' but fi^ee; we left off 
to burv^ Incenff tpthe ^een of Heaven^ an4 
t^ four out t>rink^(^eri9gs f(nU her, we, 
b^ve wnnted ^l{ Wbi^gSj ^ffd bm( been 
confumed by the Sword o^ by the Fa* 
Vfine. 

This cop^mon Dcxarine of Idolatry, tha^- 
^e feverai J^I^HSings of |l«ife ca^e froiQ fofQCi 
Pemon or f cM, to whom the Authority j^pd 
Power of ^eftowmg (eippQral 31ef2ngs wero^ 
Qommitted, ^^$ of fo general and powerful 
Inflaepce, tb^^ k became the Wifdoi^ oC ^ 
Ini^^tipn ^eifigned to preierve the Fai$h and 
Worihip of th^j one true God, againft Jdoe- 
latry, to aiiert, that Go4 was the Au^<^ 
<»f every BJqffit^g of Lif?, t^alfee M not 
p^ted wit|i the Admipiflration of ^xofiU 
dencc, or g\ven over the Difpofel of thofe 
Bl^ffings tQ\^ny fu^ordins^tp 5ekig$ whjitfo^ 
ever; fo thft ^ealtb, long Life,, Plenty an4 
all kinds of Profperity, were to be foiigbt for 
from him^ as his Gift^ ^nd only from his 
Bleffipg %n4 PrqtcftiOB. 

Whoever 
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Whcteter his jttft Notiefts tif ^t ^(tsXE^u ,/ 
EHls tof Idoktty to tke Dahbnctar ©f th<^fe. 
fupreme Sovereign and GtWemdttr of lhe/«/ « /</ 
W<irld, to the GotrHiidoh of ^ cffcrttial'^''- 
PriAci^es of friie ReligidA aAd virtuous 
Pradicc, as Idolatry dirafted ft) tm!(iy ^ba-^ 
tctts^ ii)(ttnoral and inbuttiai^ Rites, and en^ 
cptrraged ftich enormous AAs of Vice, tts A6te 
df Rdigion, of which fonie or other of the 
Idols they wor^ipped weit Examples, and 
were efteeftiei to patronize them; it will 
appear to them a Defign worthy the Good- 
nefe, as well as the Wififom of God, to put 
ibme Stop to fuch a dangerdus Evil : efpe^ 
dally when it Was fo general and prevailihg, 
that all Fkfti had corrupted its way, and all 
the Nations of the Earth Were hinning eager- 
ly into it. Even Ae Egyptians^ a People fo 
&med for Wifdofti and good Underftanding, 
Were as ienfelefs and as corrupt in their I- 
dolatry, as any of their Neignbours. The 
Hebrews themfelvcs, whatever former Care 
had been taken to preferve the Know- 
ledge of the true God, and true Religion in 
the Family of Abraham^ were fo addicted to 
this common Corruption of Religion, and 
Were fo ready to fall into it, that thei?e 
fecmed no other way left to p6X any flop to 
the Progrefs of Idolatry any where, or to 
preferve the true Religion in any People, but 
by fome Conftitution formed on this Plan, 
and which might effeftually carry on this 
Defign in the feveral Pafts of it : And this 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 



14 Of the Gvil ^omrnmnf 

tk<^. Goo4n$ft and Wifdom of Cod made a 
principal Itefign in the^ Conftitution of the 
Jewijh Government. 
i^^e^^of ^^^® efFedhially to anfwer this chief Dc- 
/aThc. fign, there was another fubordinate Intention 
i>rcwa«-in the Conftitution of this Government. It 
h^lhf^^^ of no fmall confequence, to keep this 
Hebrews Nation feparate from other Nations, and 
^^^J^g from fuch Intercourfe with Idolaters as might 
tuitb ido- end in an Apoftacy from their own Religion 
laters. (q {|j^ Idolatry of their Neighbours. There 
is then a Law in general given by Mofes^ 
in which he is dired:ed to iay in God's Name 
Lcv.xviii.to the Children o£ Jfrael^ 1 am the Lord 
2» 3. 4- your Gody after the Doings of the Land of 
Egypt ^ wherein ye dwelt y jhall ye not do j 
and after the Doings of the Land of Ca^ 
naan^ whither I brmg youy Jhall ye not do\ 
neither Jhall ye walk in their Ordinances^ 
ye Jhall do my Judgments and keep my Or^ 
dinances to walk herein ; 1 am Jehovah your 
God. 

Further, Mofes having recited the many 
and great Abominations committed by the 
CanaaniteSy on the Lofs of the right Know- 
ledge of the one true God and of the true Re- 
ligion ; and through the Corruption of ido-^ 
*4» so- latrous Dodlrines and Praftices^ it is added, 
Defile not ye yourfehes in any of theje 
things: for in all tbefe the Nations are 
defiledy which I cafi out before you. And 
again, therefore Jhall ye keep mine Ordi- 
nance ^ that ye commit not . any one of tbife 

obominMe 
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4ihominabk Cujioms wbicb were committed 
before you^ that ye deJUe^ not yourfehes 
therein^ I am Jehoyab your God. . For 
the fame purpofe it is repeated, ^nd ye^^ 



Levit. xx. 
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JhalLnot walk in the manners of the Na 
tions which I caft out before you^ for tkey 
committed all thefe Things, and therefore I 
abhorred them 5 but I have faid unto you^ 
ye fhall inherit their handy and 1 will give 
it unto you to poffefs it 5 a Land that 
floweth with Milk and Honey. I am the 
Lord your God which hath feparated you 
from other People, and ye Jhatl be holy unto «6. 
me ', for 1 the Lord am holy, and have fepa^ 
rated you from other People that ye Jhould be 
mine. 

It had appeared by notorious Examples, 
how eafily the Hebrews thcmfelves were to be 
enticed into Idolatry, by frequenting the Com- 
pany of Idolaters, and by converfing too muc^ 
and too familiarly with them, while Jfrael 
abode in Shittim ; The People began to corrir Nttmbcw 
mit Whoredom with the Daughters of Moab,^^''' '' *' 
end they called the People to the Sacrifice of 
their Gods y and the People did eat y and bowed 
down to their Gods : So eafy was the Paflage 
from feafting with them on their Sacrifices, to 
joining with them in their Idolatry. Thus If^ 3. 
r adjoined himfelf to BaaUpeor. 

Such an Example of prevailing Idolatry, is 
juftly given, as a fufficient Reafon for a 
careful Separation of the Hebrew People 
from; idolatrous Neighbours, in airier to pre- 

\ vent 
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vfent ib vferv daiigerous Tebiptation^ ih fitttttt 

' titnes. Jl4^;f&s therefore thus esdwrts ^m!^ 

Deut iv. 2^^^ £y^ )ja>Oe fecH Hviaf the Lard ^W, ^^- 

^* ^i^/^/^ of ^aai'feoy, the Lord % Gt^ Mfj& 

dejiroyed them Jrom among you j ^«^ ^ that 

did cleave tlnto the Lord your (Sod^ art nUve 

every one of you this Day. BeboM I have 

'taught ypii Statutes aiid yudrmenfs^ even 

as the Lord rny God conmanoed me^ that 

you fMld do fo in the Ldnd whither ye |v 

to pofefs it. Keep iberef&rt and do tbem^ 

for that is your Wifdom and your TJndet'-- 

' ftanding^ in the Sight of all the Nations 

which fifdtt hear of ail thefe Statute's^ and 

fay^ furely this great Nation is a great and un^ 

derjianding People. 

Among the Laws here Ipoken of, there 
are fomCj the Wifdom of which appear prin- 
cipally, if not foleiy, as they were chofen and 
commanded to this end, to fcparate the He- 
brews from their idolatrous Neighbours, by 
a Prohibitbn of every idolatrous Rite. The 
Law itfelf for prohibiting Ititer-marriages 
with Idolaters cxprefly gives this Reafon for 
Dcat.vii.it, Neither Jhall yon makt Marriages with 
3> 4 them, thy Daughter thou Jhalt not give unto 
his Son^ nor his Doubter jhalt thou take unto 
• thy Son ; for they will turn away thy Son 
from following me^ that they may ferve other 
Gods; fo will the Anger vf the Lord 
be kindled tsgainji yoUy and dejlroy thee fud^ 
denly. 

f Many 
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IVbny other Laws, wbich at firft view ieem 
to be of (mall Importance and Concern^ for 
the enacting of wnich fome look for no Rea* 
fon at all, but the alone Will of the Law- 
giver, wUl appear in this View, of Concern 
and Importance, fuf&cient for the Wifdom 
of God to take notice of, when he gave his 
Laws to this Nation, The mod judicious of 
the Hebrew Dodtors, has very well explained 
&veral of the MofatcalL^vrs upofi this fingle 
Confideration. 

He gives this general Reafon for many 
Laws, " That they were made to keep Men 
" irom Idolatry, and fuch falfe Opimons as 
" are a-kin to Idolatry ; fuch as the Pretences 
'^ to Incantations, Divinations, foretelling 
** Things by the Stars, or by the Pofleffion 
** of fonac Spirit or Demon, or confulting 
" with fuch Perfons *". He fardier juftly 
obierves, ** That fuch things as are fuppofcd 
" to be efie^ed by any magick Anions, or 
" are founded on any Difpofiuons or Influ- 
" encesof the Stars, neceflarily induce Men 
** to reverence and worfhip them-j-- He ob- 
*^ fcrvep, many of the magick Rites con- 
C '' fifted 

• De qulbus manifeftum eft ilia (Pr«ccpta fccilndxClnliis 
deldololatria) ad Homines ab Idolobtria arcendos eiTe traditn^ 
aliifquc hl&s k hsereticis Ofinionibasy qiue Idoloht ix fjnc 
aifines, at font Prsefltgiatoruoi, Incantatorum, Aib-ologorum, 
vel Magorum, Divinatorum, Pyrhonam, & Cortfalentiam 
ipibSy aTiorumque hujus ft^-inse Hominum. M.-Jmon. Mor, 
ifi^oc, I 3. r. 37. 

f Qu^ ex opere xnagico fequuncur, ii (lelUrum diCpofitio* 
nibas It, nttionibus innitaiitar, unde neccCa-io ad colenda$ U 
venerandas illa» devebitu^. /i. ibU, 
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** fifted in certain Gefturcs, Aftions, or the 
**= Ufe of certain Words, and mentions feveral 
*' Examples of fuch Superftitions 5 anxmg 
** the reft, a remarkabk Rite to prevent a 
•' Storm of Hail ♦''. 

However trifling fome of the Mofakal 
Laws may appear at firft View, and un- 
worthy the Wiftlom of God to enadt them a^ 
Laws ; yet the Cafe will appear quite othcr-^ 
wife, when they are-confidered as neceffitfy 
Provifions againft the Danger of Idolatry. 
Lcv'it.xix. '^^^ Law, for inftance, that appoints, Te 
27. Jhall not round the Cornen of your Heads ^ 
neither fbalt thou mar the Corners of thy 
Beard, will thus appear Dircdlions T>f Im- 
portance^ when it was to prevent a magical 
Cuftom of the idolatrous ftiefts, who made 
this fof t of cutting off their Hair and Beards 
eflential to their Worfliip j and ufedthem as 
things of eonfequence, in order to procure 
from their Idols the feveral Bleflin^s they 
defircd and prayed ' for. A Prohibition of 
fuch idolatrous and magical Ceremonies was 
not fa trivial, or below the Care of a wife 
Lawgiver, who had a Defign in the Con- 
ftitution of the Hebrew Government, to- 
keep that People from all idolatrous Cu- 
stoms, 

In like manner, we may eafily perceive a 
29. Reafon, why the Law fhould diredt, Neither 

JbaU 

* Si qustuor mulieres in tergo jaceant, & pedes fuos cuto 
complofione verAis coekim exteiraant^ certa verba, certos item 
^seftttsadlnboiBt, lllas turpi hac adione, Grandinem deaden* 



temarereere. Z/. ib. 
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Jbail d Garment 9 f Unnmand Woollen come 
upon ibei ; when we iinderftand, that fuch 
mi:sed Gaitnents of L^inncn and Woollen 
were thft proper Habits of idolatrous Priefts ; 
and which, according to the profeiSed Doc- 
tones of their iddatrous^ Worfhip, were fupi 
pofbd to have fome powerful magical Virtue 
latiteBi. 

For the iame Reaibns we can ez&lj under-' 
ibnd the Wifdom of appointmg by Law, 
tJmt the Woman fhall not wear that which^^^^' 

XXll c * 

difpertainethnntoaMan, neither Jhall a Man 
ffui en a Woman's Garment \ for all that da 
fi are jibomination to the Lord thy God ; 
when it was an idolatrous Conflitution of 
dieiir neighbours^ as * Maimon found it in a 
magick Bode, That Men ought to fland 
before tfce Star of Venus in the &>w€rcd Gar- 
Qiems of Wookn ; and Women were to put 
on che Armour of Men before the Star of 
Mi^s^ as Bilhop* Patrick on the Place truly 
rtptdknt^ its Meaning. 

The hmc idolatroos Cuilom is.oJ>£erved 
byRfecr^us^ tha^ Men worihippcd ^<?:;?tfi in 
.W4)AKrt's Habits, aqd Women in the Habits 

Theise is no Reafon then, we fee, to ima* 

gifle that thcfe Laws, which were to diftin^ 

gaidi the Hebrew People from the idioktrous 

C a Nations, 

* li^smAdnides, ibid, 
- f Philocoros 5*105"© in Atttide, eandem ( Vencrem) affirm 
jnat effe Lunam, & ei^facrificium feccre, vlros aim vefle 
nmfebri, Muliercs cutn virili, quod eadem Se mas aftimatof 
& foemina. Macrob. Sa/urn, I. j c. jS. . 
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Nations, were made only out of hatred to 
their Neighbours^ and to all their Cuftom^ 
and Manners, good or bad, innocent as well 
as idolatrous. It * appears on the contrary 
to be plainly quite another Reafon ; it was 
frbm a wife Care of their Prefervation from 
fuch idolatrous Cufloms, as there was very 
great Reafon to fear, would prove a dan- 
gerous Temptation to lead them into Idola- 
try, and which were hardly to be ufed with- 
out it. All RefledHons, with how much 
Confidence foever on the Hebrew Laws, as if 
they were eftablifh'd upon no better Motives 
than the Hatred of their Neighbours, will ap- 
pear in this view groundlefs, and without all 
Foundation ; when the true Reafon {hall ap- 
pear fo wife, fo plain, and fo natural. 
• Thefe two Views then, to preferve in the 
Hebrew Nation the Knowledge and Worfhip 
of the one true God, and to preferve it from 
the fpreading Evils of Idolatry, by fep^rating 
it from the Society of Idolaters, .by fot bid- 
ding all Ufejof idolatrous Rites and Cuiloms, 
(nay be looked upon as coniiderable Inten^ 
ttons in the Canfritution ; according to which, 
we are to examine and to judge of the Equity 
OTd Wisdom of the Conftitution itfelf. Nei- 
ther of which, can b? fo. well judged of, with- 
<>ut taking thefe Intentions into Coniidera- 
. ^ion. If we regard the Hebrew Conftitu- 
yion, only as an Inftitution of Religion and 
religious Worfhip, or only as a civil Polity 

and 

* gpencer. Leg. Heb. 1. x|. c. 3. } j|. - 
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and a Form of Civil Government, wcfhall 
widely miftake the trae .Nature of it. It Is 
evident beyond queftion, the Mofaical Ac- 
count of it reprefents it as a Theocracy, in 
which "Jeboroab is God, and King \ and in 
which die true Worfhip of the only true God 
was to be preferved again ft Idolatry, and the^ 
Nation in obedience to the Laws of this Infti- 
tution, fhould enjoy Liberty, Peace, Prolpe- 
rity and Happinefs in the Protedtion of a wife 
and powerM Government. 

It may be proper to obferve here, that 
thefc Defigns appear in themfelves worthy 
the Wildom and the Goodnefs of God ^ that 
he fhould take cafe in fome proper way to 
put a ftop to fo prevailing a Courfe of Idola- 
try. If the Defign fliall appear in itfclf ma- 
nifeftly wife and good, the proper Means to 
efie<5t it will appear to be equitable, wife and 
good alio. Some fcem not to perceive, at 
leaft are not willing to own this. The more 
fully then to make us fenfible of it, let us 
briefly obferve fome of the many great Evils 
of Idolatry, which this Hebrew Conftitutioa 
was intended and formed to prevent. 

One of the chief and moft influencing 
Principles of Idolatry, was a falfe Perfuafion 
that the temporal Ble0ings of Life, Health, 
Length of Days, fruitful Seafons, Victory irt 
Wars, and fuch Advantagesj were to be ex- 
peded and fought for as the Gifts of fome 
inferior and lubordinate Beings, as Guar- 
dians of mortal Men; or from fome fecre^ 
C 3 In- 
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Influences of the Stars, and heavenly Bodies^ 
ipppofed inhabited, and animated by fome 
powerful Beings, or Gods, whofe Proteftion 
apd Favour were to be obtain -d by the Ufe 
of fomc magical Ceremonies, Geftures ao4 
Words, or by fome fenfelcfs or fome barba- 
rous Rites of Worftiip. 

Thus Men came not only to lofe the true 
Knowledge of the one, only God, and pf his 
immediate Providence, and that all thefe BleA 
fings could therefore come from him alone, 
who was bcft pleafed and beft worfhippcd by 
Virtue, Goodnefs, Righteoufnefe and true 
Holincfs ; but they became neceffarily viciou$ 
and corrupt in Pradice, as well as Principle. 
They came to think they were not to expeft 
the Bleflings of Life from the Favour of the 
one true God^ a Being himfelf of infinite 
Purity, Righteoufnejfe and Goodnels, by re- 
verencing and by imitating him ; but from 
the Favour of a Jupiter^ who with all his 
fine Titles is reprefcntcd in his Hiftory, to have 
.been as intemperate as luflful, and as wicked 
- as any the vvx)rft of Men -, or from a Mercury^ 
a Patron of Thieves and Robbers ; or from 
a Bacchus^ the God of Intemperance and 
Drunkennefs ; or from a Venus^ the Patror 
nefs of all manner of U ncleanncfs, and Dc- 
bauchery. 

The known Principles and the moft facred 
Ceremonies and Myfteries in the idolatrous 
Worfliip of fuch Deities, aftually (hewed 
what Encouragement was given to all manner 

of 
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of Vioe, They extkiguifhed ail reUgiousPrin'- 
cipies of m(^al Virtue and Goodnefs, and g^avc 
additional Strength to Men's natural Inclina- 
tionSy to Intemperance^Liafti Fraud, Violence, 
and every kind of Unrighteoufheis and De- 
bauchery *. 

The fPbaliiy and the ^ Mylli^ known re- 
ligious Rites in the Worihip of Bafcbus^ O- 
Jins, and Ceres^ were liich objRaene Ceremo- 
nies, that Modefty forbids to explain them. 
It may be fufficient to mention the known 
CuAom of Virgins before Marriage, facrifi- 
-cing their Chaftity to the Honour of Fenus^ 
as a lafcivious Goddefs, as the Hiftorian exr- 
pre/Iesit ||, left ihe alone (hould appear lafci- 
vious, A Cuftom, according to tlie Hifto- 
rian, which was efpecially ufed in Cyprus, 
which was in the Neighbourhood oi Canaan. 

Idolatry bad introduced another moft cruel 
Cuftom of human Sacrifices : Th's prevailed 
among the Pbeniciuns^ the TyrianSy and the 
Carthaginians^ a Tyrian Colony ; on which 
inhumanCuflom the foremcntioned Hiftorian 
C 4 makes 

*Carnon in prpmHcuos appnitis cflTandat fe homo, & in* 
genita fragilltate praecipkatus, Sc magillerio fan6tx divinitatis 
adjutus. Jmoiius, i. V, /. 175. 

•f- Ex ca "re turn priv<itim turn publicc, lignea virilia 
thyAi alligata per earn folemnicatem geftabant, fait enim 
Phallus vocatam, membruxn virile. ScbaJius de Diit Ger* 
fnanis, p. 130. 

% Heradides Syracufias libro de vetuftis & fancitis 
moribos fcribit apud Syracuiios in pcrfeftis Thcrmopho- 
riis, ex feiamo k melle iingi pudenda muliebria, quas per 
Indos & fpedacula ctrcum ferebantur, &in toca SiciUa voca« 
.bantur Mylll Natalis Commit, /. v. /. 491 . Athinai Deif^ 
nof, /. xiv. f, m. 647. 

I Nc fpla impudica videretur. Jujiin^ /, xviii. f. $• 
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makes this Remark, that they ufcd a bloody 
and wicked Rite of Religion, as a Remedy. 
They offered Men for Sacrifices, and brought 
young Children to the Altars, at an Age diat 
ufually moves theCompaffion of an Enemy; 
and endeavoured to obtain the Favour of the 
. Gods by the Blood of thofe, for whofe Lives 
Prayers were more generally ufed to be made 
to the Gods*. 

This cruel -f- Cuftom, how inhuman foe- 
vcr, fuch were the evil Efieds of Idolatry^ 
foon became almoft univcrfal ; and fpread 
itfelf among the Greeks, the Gau/s, and the 
German Nations. 

Among the Canaanites, it was a known 
Cuftom to offer their Children to Molocby 
likely the fame Idol with Adramelec, and 
Andmelech Some learned Men have indeed 
been willing to believe, that paffing thro' the 
Fire to Moloch, might mean a fort of Purifi- 
cation, rather than aftual burning them in 
the Fire 5 butbefides the Teftimony of Hi- 
ftorians in general to the Pradtice of other 
Nations, the Scriptures plainly mean con- 
fuming them to Death by Fire. So it is 
Ezekicl dcfcribed by the Prophet Ezekiel, And have 
^^' caufed their Sons, whom they bare unto 
mCy to fafs through the Fire to devour 

them. 

* Cruenta facrorum rcHgionc, k fcclcrc pro remedio uii 
fdnt. Quippe hbmines, uc vidimas immolabant, & impube- 
re5 qute a:tas etiam hofiium mifericordiain provocate aris ad- 
jnovebant ; Pacem Deorum fanguiiK eorum expofcentes, pro 
^iiorum vita DH, rogari maxime folent, Jufiin. /. xviii. c. 6. 

I ^cha:dius de Diis Germanis, p 593. 
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thepk Did they ^ caufe them to pafs through 
,the Fire, only to purify them, and to pre- 
ierve them alive ? No, certainly ; but to de^ 
vour or confume them. The fkme Prophet 
elfewhere determines this Meaning, TboUj^i ^i. 
baft Jlain my Children^ and delivered them to 
cauje them to pafs through the Fire. It is 
charged as an Adt of Idolatry in jibaz^ that ^ j^. 
be caufed bis Son to pafs through the Fire^ ac- xvi. 3. 
ccrding to the jibomination of the Heatbenz 
This, is explained in another Place, that be 2 chrtm. 
burned bis Children in the Fire after /ife^xxviiij. 
Abomination of the Heathen. And it is ex- 
preHy &id of AdrameUck^ and Anameleck^ 
the Idols oi Sephervaim^ that they hurned^j^s 
their Children in the Fire to them. xvii. 31. 

If we coniider the many other abominable 
Immoralities of the Canaanites^ by which 
they defiled themfelves, as they are enume- 
rated in the Prohibition of them to the He^ 
brew Nation, we may eafily perceive, that a^^*^^- 
Nation which had defiled themfelves in fo 
many and fo great Abominations, did well de- 
ferve an exemplary Puni(hment from the 
righteous Judge of the Earth ; that it was wife 
as well asjufl, tofhew in theirPuni(hment,that 
their Idols were not as they imagined and rife- 
ly believed, the Givers of long Life, Peace, and 
worldly Profperity ; but that the one true 
God was alone the fupreme Difpofer of all 
the BlefHngs of Providence ; and that none 

of 

* Rriand DiiTcrt. viii. de^et. Ling j^criar. voc« Adar. 
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of the Idol Gods, in whom they trufted, could 
lave thctn out of his Hand, or deliver them, 
when God (hould vifit their Iniquities* 

May we not alfo perceive a kind Defign, in 
giving fome remarkable Inftances of Ptovi^ 
dence, for the PunUhmenc of fo grofs Im* 
moralities, the Effeds of idolatrous Prindpks 
land Pradice, and for the Encoura^ment of 
fuch Acknowledgement and Worfhip of the 
true God, as was the beft Prefervative againft 
thefe Abominations, by ibme obfervabk In- 
fiances of particular Protcdion and Favour ; 
to let fuch Worfliippcrs of the true God 
know, that by keeping themfclves from thofe 
Abominations, the natural and ufual Efieds 
of Idolatry, they were to hope for the Con- 
^ tinuance of fuch particular Proteftion and 
Favour in all After-times ? 

Hence it may appear, the Severity with 
which the Hebrew Hiftory acquaints us, the 
Canaanitfs were pur^ftied, and the Title 
whereby the Hebrews hcXdi their Land, whom 
God caft out before them, were no Ways in- 
confident with the Juftice or Wifdom, or 
Goodnefe of God, as ibme have infinuated. 
The Queftion is really brought to this, one 
Point, Whether fuch abominable Immoralt'- 
ties, as followed naturally and univerially 
from ' their idolatrous Principles and Forms 
of Worfhip, were not highly criminal, fo 
criminal as to deierve a Puni(hment ? that k 
became the Juftice and Wifdom of the Go- 
vernor of the World, to put fome Hop to 
'^ 'them. 



Digitized by 



Google 



of the Hb BR E Ws. ' ij: 

ttem, to pevent ^icm in fonie Meaiiire hy 
£)ftnTng and eihbEihing a Conjftitution id 
which the Knowledge and Woffhip of the 
one tme God fhould be preferved in Opjpo* 
^dxm to Idolatiy, a perpetual Source ofin- 
numerable Vices and Immoralities. Idok-* 
try, you &e then, appears in the natural 
Fruits of it, not only an Error of the Un- 
derftanding, not at all a Matter <^ harmle& 
Speculation, but a Fountain of very dange- 
rous Immoralities, which led Men natural** 
ly and even with the Encouragements of , 
Religion, into Intemperance, Uncleannefi, 
Murders, and many Vices, iriconfiftent with 
the Kofperity and Peace of Society, as well 
as with the Happinefs of private Perfons, 
When God {hall puniAi fuch Iniquities, he 
punifhes Men for their Wickednefs, not iot 
their Errors. He puni(hes Men for fuch 
Wickednefs, as deferves to be punifh'd, what*- 
pver pretended Principles or real Di4aates of 
Confcience it may proceed from. No Mart 
fure, can reafonaWy account itlnjuilice in 
a Government to punifli Sodomy, feeftiality, 
or the frequent Murder of innocent Chil- 
dren, what Pretences fbcver Men fliould 
make to Confcience of Religion, in Vindica- 
tion of them. The moft unnatural Sins were 
countenanced by the Myfteries of idolatrous 
Woribip* 5 the Ufe of that obfcene Cere- 
mony the Phaitiy ow*d its Original to the 

Memory 

* Schaedius de Diis Germanis, 130, Gemeot* Alcxand* 
Admomt. ad Centes, p. in. 22. 
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Memory of the Sin agaihfl Nature, and to 
;the Hiftory of a God hallowing it by his 
own Ad. Can any Man reafonably call facb 
a Rcftraint of Vice PecTccution, when not to 
endeavour by all Means to reflrain it woald 
argue a great Negled:, Weaknefs and Folly, 
in any Adminillration of Governnient what* 
foever* 

If then a Punifliment for fo heinous Grimes 
and Immoralities will be juft and wife in iN 
felf,. which way can any Man find out, to 
make it unjuO: or unwife in the fupreme Go- 
vernor of the World ? How can it be unjuft 
in him, to appoint fuch Perfons as he fhall 
think moil: fit, to execute fuch righteous 
Judgment by his Commiffion ? The com^ 
mon Rights of Nations, and any per&)naf 
Claim of the Hebrews^ zvc altogether out of 
this Queftion ; the Hiftory plainly fliews,they 
made no perfonal or national Claim, at all co 
the Land of Canaan y hat that God caft out 
the People before them, for all their Abomi- 
nations ; that it was not their own Power, 
but the Hand of God, which brought thenx 
out of the Land of Egypt y and into the pro- 
mifed Land. So that the whole is- confi- 
dcred as the immediate Aft of God himfelf, 
for the Proof, of which the Hiftory gives a 
long Series of Miracles, in Egypt ^ at the Redi- 
Sea, for many Years in the Wilderftefi, at the 
taking of Jericho^ and fettling th^ Htbrem 
Nation. Jn the Pofleffion of the promifed 
Land. 

And 
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i Aod here let u» joft ob&rve, wiiat will 
be /hewn more fully hereafter, that this very 
way of puniihing the Qmamites for their 
many great Abominations by the Hetreto 
Nation, to whom Qod ^ve the Pofleffioa 
of their Land, has fome peculiar Marks of 
Wifdom ; which may (hew it fit to be pee* 
£mcd to many other ways ; itich as peifaleo^* 
tiai Diftempers, Fire from Hdtven, or a Flood, 
ways in which God had puniihed the Wicked^ 
nete of the World in former times. For 
this was a very fit means for the Cure, at 
well as the Puniihment of Idolatry, to de« 
ilrpy the Root of the& great Evils, as well 
as to execute righteous Judgment on thoie 
who had committed them. This was a De« 
fig^ every way worthy the Wifdom and 
Goodnels of God. Sure then, no ways in* 
ccmfiflent with his Juflice. The Protc&ion of 
the Heinno Nation, and the Favour of God 
to diem as a peculiar Fe(^e, was a vifiblc 
and iftanding Confutation of Idolatry ; it 
fhewed, that Jebmab^ the one true God, 
tho King'of jyrad^ had himfclf an imme- 
diate hand in the Adminiilration of parti- 
cular Providence ; that he had not given it 
out of his own Hands into the Hands of 
any inferior Beings whomfoever, which Er* 
Tor was the great Foundation of Idolatry; 
It further fhewed the Power of Jebmab the 
true God, manifefted in the Protedion of his 
People, fupcrior to the Power of all the I- 
dols of the Heathen ;. and that none of the 
. . > falfc 
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Mk Gkxb/thejr wodhlppcd couUl be oomptted 
tgfjebmak 

This is a Qoeftion then not to be .argned 
feotxi the caomaon R^hts of Men» and Nan 
tioDS; fdsnoiucbRight6^ekfaci!Qf Invaik^o^ 
Conqoeft^ are fb much: as ptdtended to m 
the moft diflant manner* . We iee the only 
Point ID qoeiiioo^ is. What are the Rights dE 
Cod'k fupteme Aiithoritjr I What is cofifiH^ne 
with tfao Wi£bm of hislGovertmient,.. ham 
fiurhe may poniih the grisittnS/ larnidralitiea 
withtenupcjralEidls? A&theiacoedHiftcxij!, 
k will tett yott, the Hdnrws ief a{i no Htb 
to the Land of Canaan^ jeitber: d^fl orrcUgi^ 
ous, ia their own R^t ;. it ooljr makes ithe 
Rights of the Sovereign of the World as dxtcs)^ 
five as the Rights of the Chief Magiftratos iit 
every Government are dlow'd by theLatara of 
Nature and Nations to !be oner their: own 
Sut:9e^. The Scd{>ttifes .onithk cpieftiaA on<* 
iyaflert^ diat God ^ave d ComfiiMlion t6 ex^^ 
eciue his StnteiK^ which \0as either ai Vmn 
feiture of Lands, or Life, Ibr a Idng Com-* 
miflion of Cnnoics^ that ikie^edly lacuifdi 
a Forfeituro of both. ... . 

Whether the Hebrew. ^hticHl had sedlly 
fuch a C^nuniffion from Gcni, or no ;. whe^ 
ther they were^ truly directed fa^ a di^ne .Ot 
racle; wiiether fiich Wonders were iTeally 
wrou^ before their Eyes, . and fach tinquee 
<ftionable Inftances of divine Favour and Fto^^ 
tedion in a long Series bx fnany Ye^rs,.^ 
die HArew Hiflory rektcs? Thefe are aU 

Queftions 
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Queftions of Fa£t. But in all hxh Queftions 
general and abdra^ Reafoaings can have no 
p{ace,wh»e the Fad&tfaemfelvesare natural* 
\j and morally pbffible, as every one may 
latttfmt ^bcj are iA this cafe. If the fupreme 
Governor of th« World bas a Sight to give 
fuch CoiiHiiiflion, tf k k not unjtlft to vSt 
the Hands df Men,' inftead of a Plague or 
Fii^ fibm Heaven^ to i^unifk the Wkkednefe 
of Men, die otiiv 0[ueAioii that can remain 
ii^ fuch a cafe IS this, Whether in fkathe 
Hehfei» Nation . did really receive fiich a 
Cotnmiffion fi-oni yibomak^ ^ or no? Thus 
£ir then die wteyW wilt reft upon the Evi^- 
d^ice df the M^f Revelation ; and there I 
ihkli leave it, it iAot being the Defign of this 
DiiTertation te center into art Argument, ia 
,which inaii% as* I apprehend, Imvt already 
giuen fo full Sttis&aion. 

; , c HA F. it 

' JP/<w of tk^HM.JiKEW Q^ernmnU. 

HAVINO'premifed the principal Vicvt^ 
and Ir«?ntion5 of ercftthg the Hebrtw 
Cowrmncnt, and of its civfl ft)Kty, we may 
proceed to confider the GoVerntiicntitfelf. 

The Hebrews were rfttetrded to be a Na- 

•tion, which flibttld jM-dferva the Knowicd^ 

•and Worihip' of the one truer God, in oppo- 

filSon to alMdolatry ; and therefore to fee a 

^ diftin<a 
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diftinft Kingdom, feparate kpm the idola- 
trous Nations every where about it 
. This was to be a Governnient formed for 
the Peace and Proi^erity of the SubjeAs of it^ 
to have thefe Bleffings fectired by a particu-* 
lar Protoftion of Jehvak their , God and 
their King, they keeping to the Conftitutipn 
of his Government^ and In Obedience to his 
Laws. It was a Government defign'd to coiir 
tinue for many hundred Tears, the Scepter 
'Was not t4i depart from Judab^mr a Lawr 
giver from oetween his Feet^tHl Sbilob cdvte^ 
They were to enjoy their Religion andtheif 
own Polity^ till a better Gonflitution ihould 
take Place in the Kingdom of Meffiab: 
This was then to be an EfbiblUhment. fdr 
above fourteen hundred Years,' 

Irhe Wifilpm of this Policy you perceive; 
is principally to be .feen in twp Provifions: 
The firfl: for the Prefervation of the Peace, 
Profperity, and Power of tlie Hebrews^ as a 
diftindt Nation, from all Invafions of foreign 
Nations, and from all Ambition of greatMen, 
or popular. Sedition amting themielves to^de- 
ftroy either. The other was to provide for 
the Prefervation of the true Religion, and to 
keep out Idolatry, that it might not infe£t 
this People, as it had already all the other 
Nations of the World. 

The wife Proviiion made for both, thefe 

.Ends will beft appear by confidering the true 

.Form of this Government, as God appointed 

it by his Servant Mofes. l^his^one is tl^ 

true 
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Hidgaifii'd from all Deviatbns from it, or 
Corruptions of it, whether under the Judges, 
the King$y or the Maccbabees 3 fd that what^ 
foever may be found an^ong any Conftitutions, 
or in any. A(9:s of the Adminiftration in thofe 
times, that may jtiftly be blamed or cenfured, 
tiiey ate ibiely to bear the Ukfiie: An otiginat 
Conftitutioui different ffcmi them, will be 
altogether free from it. 

Frep«rty \% the dattiial l^dundatlon of 

Power, and ib of Authority $ hence the na^ 

tyral Foundation pf every Government k 

laid in the Difh-ibutioit of the Lands or Terri-^ 

tocy belonging to it^ to the fevferal Members 

^ %, If the Prince is Proprietor of the 

Lands, as in fome haftern Cjovernments, 

Joch Ptkhx will be abfdute > for all who 

hold x}^ LoDds, holdiag them of the Prince^* 

.^uid enjoying them at his Will and Pl^fure.are 

ib Xuhjed %o hi6 Will, that they are in a condi* 

tion erf Slaves, not of free Subjeds^ . If the 

Property is divided among a few Men, the reft 

holding of them, and; under them as Vaflals^ 

the Power and Authority of Government 

will be in the handsr of thofc few MeOj, as a 

.Nobility, whatever Authority may be lodged 

in the hands of one or more Perfons, for the 

.fafctof Unity in Counfel and Adion j but if* 

. the Property be generally divided near equal* 

Jy among all the Members of the Society, 

the true Power and Authority of fuch Go-* 

;Verament will naturally be in all the Mem- 

P bcrs 
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bersof that Society, whatever Form of U- 
nion they may have, for the better Dircflion 
of the whole as a political Body. 

CHAP. III. 

Of the Hebrew Territory^ and 
Dijlribution of it. 

npHE Territory, in which this Government 
-■- of the Hebrew Nation was to be fettled, 
lay as it were between the great Empires of 
Egypt ^ Jfjyria^ and Babylon 5 though more 
immediately bounded by ibme fmaller Nations 
in Syria and Arabia^ of lefs Power and Ex- 
tent of Dominion. 
Exunt of 'P^^ Extent of this Country, and its Con- 
ihe He tents in Acres^ have been very differently de- 
brcw Tir-^Qi^^ by Authors, I would avoid all geo- 
graphical Niceties concerning the Situation of 
Places, mentioned in the more ancient Hiflory, 
as of little ufe^ yet it will be necefJary, I think, 
to give a general Account of the Extent of the 
Hebrew Territory, to obviate an Error which 
j^as mifled fome accurate Authors into ia 
Miflake of great Confequence. Hecataus in 
. Jofephus *, makes the Territory of Judaa to 
contain only three Millions of Acres, which 
feems a fmall Provifion of Land for the whole 
Number of Ifraelites^ who were to be fettled 
in it. 

Upon 

* Jofephus contra Apion. c. 1. p. m. 1049. 
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Upon this Computation Mr. Harrington * 
obferves, " The Land of Canaan would 
" have afforded to this Commonwealth a 
" Root or Balance, confifting of three 
Millions of Acres 5 which, reckoning the 
whole People in the twelve Tribes at fix 
hundred and two thoufand (which is more 
** than in the latter Poll they came to) would 
**have afforded unto every Man four Acres, 
•* with a handfome Remainder, for the Prin- 
** CCS of Tribes, Heads of Families, Levitical 
** Cities, and other publick Ufes; four Acres 
" to a Man, he obferves, may feem but a 
** fmall Lot; but to leffen the Difficulty, he 
** adds, yet the Roman People under Ro-^ 
** muluSy and long after, hadbuttvro/* But 
I think this Difticulty will be much better 
anfwer'd by obferving, that Hecataus^ who 
lived under Ptolemy LaguSy firft King of JE- 
gypty on the Divifion of yllexander'$ Empire 
among his Captains, very likely gave an ac- 
count of that part ofjudaa only, which the 
yews inhabited at that time by Allowance 
of Mexander\ Generals, and the King of 
Egypt I and when ten of the Tribes were 
loft in Captivity, and many of the jfe^s 
were fettled in other Places, and when the 
Samaritans were a<flually poflefs'd of a great 
Portion of the ancient Hebrew Inheritance, 
However it be, this Computation of Heca^ 
tauSy which fo many learned Men have fol- 
lowed, cannot be a true Account of the Ter- ' 
D 2 ritory, 

f Harrington^ Commonwealth of Ifrae]^ 1. 1. § 12. . 
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ritory, which Mo/es dircftcd to be divided 
among the twelve Tribes. 

For the general Bounds of this Territory 
arc fixed to be, from Mount Lebanm on tte 
North to the Mountains of Scir and Sin^ 
or part oi jirabia Petraa on the South; 
and froni the Mediterranean Sea Weftward, 
to the Mountains of jibarim^ and the Dcfurt 
oi Arahta^ on the Eaft, If you confolt the 
beft Maps of Spanbeimy CeUarius^ and Re-^ 
land^ you will find, that this Country is fituate 
from ibout 3 1 to 34 Dfegrees North Lititiide. 
Cellafius in particular rtiakes Mount Bmr arid 
Bozra^ not quite 3 1 5 and Mount LebanbH 
and Sidony above 34. 

And this Account is confirmed by known 
meafuredEXftances of Places. Themeafured 
* Diftance from Dan to Beerjheba, both 
which were within their relpedive Bounds. 
North and South, is one hundred and iixtj 
Miles ; to this, if you add the Diftance from 
Dan to Mount Lebanony and from Beer^ 
Jheba to Mount Scir and Arabia Petraa^ 
the Length of the promifed Land North and 
South, may well be reckoned at two hundired 
Miles. 

As to the Breadth Eaft and Weft, tha'it 
was unequal in feveral Places, yet ^ Span-^ 
heim places Rhinocolura at -52 Degrees^ 30 
Minutes, Longitude ; and the Borders of A^ 
rabia the Defart, at 56 Degrees, 20 Minutes; 

c and 



* ♦ Reland Palellina, 1. 2. c. 5. 
f Spanheim Charta Terra: liraeKs* 

I 
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and many coofiderable Places fliort di the 
Ddart, are in 56, as Pbiladelpbia^ Pilla^ 
Moont Gikad^ and even Damafcus. To 
take the Diftance from Jt^a to Arabia^ 
which was a middle Diftance between the 
(horteft and the longeft, and fo may ferve 
for a common Meafure ; Joppa is reckoned 
53 Degrees 34 Minutes, and the Borders of 
Arabia ^6 Degrees 20 Minutes^ or about 3 
Degrees of Longitude, which, at that Lati- 
tude, will be at about fifty Miles to a Degree; 
in the whole, one hundred and fifty Milesi 
If we further compute this Diftance by a<3ual 
Meafure*, from Jo/fa to "Jordan^ was fixty- 
five Miles; from Jordan to Philadelphia^ 
forty-five ; in the whole, one hundred and 
ten: If to this we add the Diftance from 
Philadelphia to the Defart, twenty or twenty^ 
five Miles, it will be cmqc hundred and thirty^ 
or one hundred and thirty^five Miles firom 
EafttoWeft. 

And it is to be obferv'd, that the Moun* 
tains were themfelves included within the 
Bounds, as well as fome Spaces beyond them^ 
efpecially to the Eaft and South, in fo much 
that fbmedmes Mofes makes Euphrates the 
Eqfiern Boundary of the promised Land y 
however it is plain, the Hebrews had the "^•*•'• 
Privilege of Common in the Defart of A- 
rabia^ and fent their Cattle to feed there, 
which, however defart in the general, had yet 
D 3 many 

* Reland Pateft. ib. 
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many Spots of good Ground interiperfed a* 
mong the more barren Parts* 

The Mountains themfelves were a pro- 
fitable Pofleflion, affording Timber in plenty, 
^J^^ and of great Value, as the Cedars of Lebanon 
fufficiendy {hew. Lebanon was even famous 
for its Wines, and the other mountainous 
Parts abounded in Honey of an excellent 
kind ; and fed great Numbers of Goats and 
Kids. 

Here are three Computations of the Con- 
tents of the Hebrew Territory ; the laigcft 
at two hundred Miles by one hundred and 
fifty, which is no ways unreafonable, includ- 
ing the Boundaries. The Middle, which 
reckons one hundred and eighty Mites, by 
one hundred and thirty, is certainly not an 
over-reckoning, adding the Ground from the 
Cities to the Boundaries, to the meafured 
Diftancc; between City and City. The leaft 
Computation, by the meafured Diftances 
from one City to another is certainly too 
little, as it plainly leaves out a very conii- 
derable and profitable Part of the Territory ; 
and yet this Computation is one hundred and 
fixty Miles, by one hundred and ten. 

The loweft of thcfe Computations then 
will contain eleven millions two hundred and 
fixty-four thoufand Acres 5 the mean Com- 
putation fourteen millions nine hundred and 
fevcnty.fix thoufand Acres ; and the largeft 
will contain nineteen millions and two hun- 
dred thoufand Acres. 

The 
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The very loweft Calculation would have 
allow'd a Divifion of fixteen Acres and a half 
to each of the fix hundred thoufand Hebrews^ 
for their perfonal Property ; and a Remainder 
of one million two hundred and fixty-four 
dioufand Acres for the Levitical Cities, the 
Princes of Tribes, the Heads of Families, or 
other publick Ufes, which is above four times 
as much as the common Calculation from 
Hecatam. 

According to the mean Computation, the 
Contents in Acres will be fourteen millions 
liine hundred and ieventy-fix thoufand. This 
Quantity of Land will divide to fix hundred 
thoufand Men, above twenty-one Acres and 
an half in Property, with a Remainder of one 
million nine hundred and feventy-fix thou- 
fand Acres for the aforefaid publick Ufes j 
above five times as much as the common 
Computation from Hecataus. In the lar- 
geft Calculation, the Contents in Acres will ^ 
be nineteen millions and two hundred thou- 
fand J which will divide to each Man twenty- 
five Acres in Property^ and will leave four 
millions of Acres for publick Ufes, which is 
above fix times as much as Hecati^us com- 
putes in his Reckoning of three millions of 
Acres. I hope, it will not be thought im- 
pertinent to the Subject, to be fo prticular, 
in letting right a Miftake attended with confi- 
derable Difficulties, as if the Land of Promife 
could never maintain fo great Numbers as 
were to live upon it 5 and becaufe the Mif-» 
D 4 take 



Digitized by 



Google 



40 Qf tie Ciwl Gfiv^^m^nt 

take itfelf had obtain'd, chiefly k (hould &pm 
by the Ai^thority oi Hfcataus^ to miflesui 
many, and fome very difcerning and judkiou^ 
Writers on this Subjcift. 

You fee, according to uoqueftionabk Ac- 
counts from a<3:aal Meafure, and the De- 
grees of Latitude and Longitude, in which 
it is fxtuated, the Territory afligned to th^ 
Hebrews for , their Habitation, was npt fa 
ftrait and narrow as generally reppefented j 
from which fome have infcrr 'd, fo great a 
Number of People could not have foum} 
the bare Neceflaries of Life in it, at leaftthat 
ail muft have lived iji a very low and altnoft 
beggarly Condition. Whereas it appears in 
fa<f^, there was a Provifion of Land for each 
Man in Property, upon every one of the Cal- 
culations, fufficient for a plentiful and deceit 
Maintenance with Induftry, good Huibaadry^ 
and Frugality, which the Conftitutioa itfelf 
made fafliionable and hooourable^ tho* by it 
none could have fuch Eftates as to indulge 
themfelves or encourage others in Idlenefe or 
Luxury; for a Provifion of above fixteen, or 
twenty-one or twenty-fivc Acres of Laxid in 
Property to each Perfon, would enable them 
with all the Advantages of that Country and 
Climate, to live as virell as Men can do in Qi}m 
upon an Eftate of forty, fifty, or fixty Pounds 
a Year, of their own. 

Thus here was a Provifion made for a 
Militia of fix hundred thoufand Me© hg 
the Defence of the Country, to malotavi 

the 
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the Hebrew Government in Peace and Safe- 
ty; and here Wiis a Frqvifi.qp for a general 
National Plenty and National Virtue, the 
Conftitution recommending Indufby, Huf- 
bandry and Frugality^ as prudent and ho« 
pourable, when every Man's Circumftances 
naturally reprefentcd them fo, to every virifc 
Man's Obfervation. ^ And here was further, 
a Proyifion to leave this Property and I4-' 
berty with great Security to their Families, 
and PoAerity, free from foreign or domeftick 
Oppreflion. 

To make this Foundation of the Hebrew 
Government folid and lafting, the Wifdom 
pf Jehovah their Lawgiver dedared, as two 
efiential Laws of the Conftitution, that the 
Territory fliould be equally divided j fo diat 
the whole fix hundred thouland fliould each 
have a fall Property, in an equal Part of it j 
and that every jMan fliould hold his Eftate 
as a Free-hdd in chief, immediately from 
God himfelf, as of his Crown, without any 
other Tenure of Service or Vaflalage to any 
great Men whatfoevcr, as intermediate Lords'; 
and that this Tenure fhould be unalienable, 
pr that thefe Eftates thus originally jfettlea 
fhoujd never after be alienated from Che Fa«^ 
mily, but w?re to defcend by ah indefeafihlp 
Entail in perpetual Succedlon. 
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C fi A P. IV. 

Dtftribution of the whole TerriPory 
into equal Parts, 



T 



k H E Divifion of the Land was ordered 
to be made with great exaclnefs, under 
the Care and Dirediomof the High-Prieft, 
the Judge, and one of the Princes of each 
JS^i" ^^^^' ^^ *^^ Lord /pake unto Mofes, fay^ 
i7,"i8! *i^Si '^^/^ ^^^ '^^ Names of the Men wbicb 
Jhall divide the Land unto you^ Eleazer the 
Priejl^ and yojhua the Son of Nun-, and 
ye Jhall take one Prince of every 7ribe to 
divide the Land by Inheritance. The Man- 
ner of this Divifion is expreffed in another 
Numbers Law. Jlnd ye Jhall divide the Land by 
^°°^^'^^'Lot, for an Inheritance among your Fami^ 
lies ; and to the more^ ye Jhall give the more 
Inheritance j and to the fewer ^ ye fhall give 
the kfs Inheritance : every Man*s Inheritance 
Jhall be in the Place where his Lotfalleth^ ac-^ 
cording to the Tribes of your Fathers, ye Jhall 
inherit. 

This Divifion was accordingly made by 
yoJhua\ who, after Gad, Reuben, and the 
half Tribe of ManaJfeh, had -received the 
Lot of their . Inheritance beyond Jordan, to 
the £afi:ern Boundaries ; and when they, who 
Jiad beem. fent out on Purpofe to defcribe 
the Land, had defcribed it by Cities, and were 
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returned with the Deicription in a Book to. 
Jojhua^ Jojbua caft Lots for them in Sbihb^ jofluwiiL 
before the Lord; and there Jojbua divided i a 
the Land unto the Children oUfrael^ accord* 
ing to their Divifions, that is, to the Tribes 
who had not yet received their Divilion, 
Eaftward of Jordan. 

You kQ this DiviHon of the Land by Lot, 
was to the icveral Tribes according to their 
Faoulics ; fa that in this Divifion, everyTribc 
and every Family received their Lot and Share 
by themfelves, diftind from all the other 
Tribes. Thus each of the Tribes remained 
by the Conftitution a diftindt Province, in 
whkh all the Free-holders were not only If- 
raelitesy but of the fame Tribe, or the Do- 
fcendants of the fame Patriarch oi Reuben^ or 
of Judab^ &c. And the feveral Families were 
placed together in the fame Neighbourhood, 
receiving their Inheritance in the&me Part or 
Sub-divifion of the Tribe; or each Tribe may 
be faid to live together in one and the fame 
County, and each Family in one and the 
fame Hundred : fo that every Neighbourhood 
)vere Relations to each other, and of the 
fame Families, as well as Inhabitants of the 
fame Place. Nor was it permitted for an 
Eftate in one Tribe, to become the Property 
of any Perfon belonging to another Tribe, 
though by the Marriage of ao Heirefs ; for it 
was provided by an cxprefs Law, in the 
Cafe of the Ehughters and Coheirefies of 
Zelopbthad. Let tbem marry to whom /^^Numben 

/,-^x«vi.6,7. 
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Hke hji^ (mfy to the Family tf the Tribe of 
their Father JhaU they marry: fi fhaU 
f^t the Inheritance of the Children of IJrael 
remow from Tribe to Tribe : for every one 
of the Children of Ifrael JhaU keep him^ 
felf to the Inheritance of the Tribe of hie 
Fathers. 

The Manner in which the Territory was 
divided by Lot, is very juftiy defcribed, I 
think, by an ingenious Author. " It were 
** abfurd to think, that this Lot determined 
*• of Proportions j for fo a mean Man might 
" have come to have been richer than the 
** Prince of his Tribe : but the Proportions 
*' allotted unto Tribes being ftated, though 
** at firft but by guefe, and enter'd into dbc 
" Lot- Book of the Surveyors, (who, faith 
'* Jofephus^ were moft expert in Geometry) 
** the Princes came firft unto the Urns, 
** whereof the one contained the Names of 
" the Tribes that were to draw, the other the 
•^ NaiAes of thofe Parcels of Land that were 
*Mo be drawn firft unto a whole Tribe i 
*« Thus the Name of a Tribe, for Examfde 
^* Benjamin^ being drawn out of one Urn, 
** unto that Name a Paccel was drawn out 
^* of the other Urn, for Example, the Coun^- 
•* try lying between Jericho and Betbleem \ 
^* This being done, and the Prince of the 
^^ Tribe having chofen in what Place he - 
♦• would take his agreed Proportion, whe- 
" thcr of fourteen thoufand Acres, or th6 
♦^ like :'* \For our Author foppofes the Heads 
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.of Familiesiand Prihces of the Tribes had a 
greater Proportion of Land aflighed to them, 
on Account o£ their. Q^lity and Pc^^/ser in 
the Tribes :) *• Then the reft of the Country 
^^ was fiibditided in the. Lot-Books, aoc6rd- ^ 
" . ing to tile Number of Fimtlies m the 
** Tribe of this Prince j and the Pkrcels fub- 
^^ divided being caft into oiie Urn^ the 
/^ Names of the Patriardbs into theother^ 
}^ the iasttic Tribe .came again by FamiiieB. 
-*^ Thus every Patriarch malcing Choice in 
'^ what <me Part of this Lot he would take his 
'^^ agreed Proportion, whether of fbur thou- 
^^ land AcreSy or the like $ the Remainder 
^f was ag^in fubdividod, according to the 
** Number of Names in Hi Family : If they 
*-* were more than the Parcel would furnifb, at 
" fourAcrcs a Man;" (which was the Propor- 
tion according to the * Eflimatc of Hecatam, 
which our Author follows ; bat fiiQuld have 
been on a truer Calculation fixteen or twenty-- 
OM, or twenty-five Acres for each Mah i) 
then was that Defed amended by Additions 
" of the next Parcel, and if they were fewer^ 
^* then the Overplus was caft over unto thfe 
*' next Parcel. Thus the Inheritaacc of the 
** Children of Simeon was taken out of the 
" Portion of the Children of Judah^ for the 
^* Part of the Children of Judab vvas too 
^* much for dxem ; therefo-e the Childfcfli 
** of Simeon had their Inheritance wilihb 
" the Inheritance of, them." This gives auK-xix-g. 

« * Harringtoa Commonwealth Qilfrad^ c. it. $.12. 
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eafy Account of the Manner of this Lot, 
which has been pretended by fome Perfons 
who love Objeftions, to be attended with fo 
many Difficulties, as to appear impradicable. 
All who have any Notion of the Manner df 
drawing our late Lotteries, the Numbers oilt 
of one Wheel, the Blanks and Prizes out of 
another, wilt fee this Divifioii by Lot thus 
explained, to be not only a Thing prafticablc, 
but very eafy and exafl:. Every Tribe and 
every Family being thus fettled in their In- 
heritances, became Local without Re- 
move J each was to continue, and their Po- 
fterity after them, on the famq Eftate, which 
originally fell to them for their Inheritance. 
neEftates lu ordcr to prcferve as near as poffible the 
g^'^'^^-fame Balance, not only between the Tribes, 
«^>»4*/" hut between the Heads of Families and the 
Families of the fame Tribes, it was further 
provided, that every Man's Poflcffion fhould 
be unalienable. 
Dcut. XV. The Wifdom of this Conftitution had 
%»f 12- provided for a Releafe of all Debts and 
Servitudes every fcventh Year, that the He- 
hrew Nation might not moulder away from 
fo great a Numoer of free Subjefts, and be 
loft to the Publickin the Condition of Slaves. 
, It was moreover provided, by the Law of 
Jubilee, which was every fiftieth Year, that 
then all Lands fhould be reflor'd, and the 
Eftate of every Family, being difchai^ed 
from all Incumbrances, (hould return to the 
Family again. For this there was an exprefs 

Law. 
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Law. Te Jball bal&nv tbejiftieth Tear^ andl^* «v, 
proclaim Liberty througbout all tbe Land^^^' 
unto all tbe Inbabitants tbereof: It Jkall be 
a Jubilee unto yoUy and ye Jball return every 
Man to bis Poffeffion^ and ye Jball return eve- 
ry Man unto bis Family. It is further en- 
acted, jindibe Land Jball not be fold for e^ 
ver I or, as in the Margin, to be quite cut 
off or alienated from the Family; for tbe 
Land is mine^ for ye are . Strangers and So^ 23. 
joumers with me. 

By this Agrarian Law of the Hebre^vs^ 
allEftatcs were to be kept in the fame Fa- 
milies, as well as the fame Tribes to which 
they originally belonged at the iirft Divifion 
of the Land by Jojlbua ; fo that how often 
ibever a Man*s Eftate had been fold or alie- 
nated from one Jubilee to another, or how 
many Hands ibever it had pafTed through; 
yet ip fifty Years every Eftate muft return to 
the Heirs of the Pcrfons who were lirft pof- 
fcffed of it. 

It was at firfl an excellent Conflitution, 
confidering the Defign of this Government, 
to make fo equal a Divifion of the Land a- 
mong the whole Hebrew Nation, according 
to the Poll; it made Provifion for fettling 
and maintaining a numerous and a brave 
Militia of fix hundred thoufand Men, which, 
if their Force was rightly diredlcd and ufed, 
would be a fufficient Defence not only a- 
gainft any Attempts of their lefs powerful 
Neighbours, to deprive tl:^em of their Li- 
berty 
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berty (n: Rdigion ; bu( confidering tnordovdr 
the Aattir^ Purity of their Coknoy, into 
i/rhkh no Irfroacis could be made bat tlu-ough 
very difficult Pa(&s, it was a Forct Efficient 
to defend them againft the itioft powerfnil 
Empires of Egy^t^ ^^Ifp^^y or Balytefi. 

The Wiidom erf thfe Cortftkution Is yet 
further obifervabte^ as it provided agaioft 
all ambitious Defigns of private B^rfons, or 
' F'eribnd in Authwify, agaidft the ptibKck Li- 
berty ; for no Pcrfon in any of the Tribei^^ 
or throu^out the whole Heitew Nation, 
Imd fuch Eftates and Po&fllons, Or wereia^U 
low'd by the Conftitution to procure th€»>, 
4hat could give any Hopes of Succeis in op- 
prefEng their Brethren and Fellow-Safcjcds, 
They had no Riches to bribe ind%cnt Per- 
fons to affift them, nfor could there at any 
Time be any cofyfiderable NumW of IfldU 
gfeni Perfons to be corrupted. They could 
have no Power to force their Fellow-Sub- 
jedls into a tame Submiilion to any of their 
^ftnbitious Views. The Power in the Hands 
of fo m^y Freeholders in each Tribe, was fe 
unfpcakabiy fuperior to any Power in the 
Hands of one or of a few Men, that it is im« 
poffibk to conceive how any fuch ambitious 
Deiigns fliould fucceed, if any Perfms 
fhouTd have been found fo weak as to attempt 
them. 

Befides, this equal and moderate Provifion 
for every Perfon, wifely cut off the Means of 
Lu]i^ury, with the Temptations to it, from 

Example. 
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Example. It dmoft neccffarily put the whole 
JSebrew Nation upon Induftry and Frugality, 
and yet gave to every one fuch a Property, 
with fuch an eafy State of Liberty, that they 
had fufficiept Reafon to eftcem and value 
them, and endeavour to preferve and main- 
tain them« 

It may not be improper to take notice? 
her*, of an Obfei^vation of Lord Bacon^ to 
(hew the political Wifdom of this Part of the 
HekrfiD Conftjtution. He is obferving the 
Wifdom of the Law, which required, " that 
** all Houfes of Hufbandry, that were ufcd 
*^ with twenty Acres of Ground, or upwards, 
^* (hould be maintained and kept up for ever ; 
^ together with a competent Proportion of 
** Land, to be ufed and occupied with them i 
•* and in no ways to be feparated from them/* 
By thefe means, he obferves, " the Houfes 
being kept up, did of Neceffity enforce a 
Dweller, and the Proportion of Land for 
Occupation being kept up, did of Neceffity 
•* enforce that Dweller, not to be a B^gar or 
" Cottager, but a Man of fomc SubftaAce. — 
** This, he proceeds, did wonderfully con- 
" cem the Might and Manhood of the King-^ 
" dom, to have Farms as it were of a St^in^ 
** dard fufficient to maintain an able Body 
** out of Penury j and did in efFed amortize 
" a great part of the Lands of the Kingdom 
** unto the Hold and Occupation of the Yeo- 
** manry or middle. People, of a Condition 
** between Gentlemen and Cottagers, or 
E « Pcaiantfc 
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** •Peafants.'^-Thus did the King fow Hydra's 
** Teeth, he concludes, whereupon (accprd- 
** ing to the Poet's Pidtion) ftiould rife up 
*^'. armed Men for the Service of the K^ing*^ 
": domf." . :\ ' ^ 

. How much does this Obfervation of one 
of the wifeft and moft able Politicians re- 
commend the Conftitutions of the Hebrew 
Qovernment to us, as they made fuch Pro- 
vifion not only for a numerous Soldiery, 
but of fuch Perfons alfo who were likely to 
make a good Soldiery ; of Men bred up nci- 
tjier in a fervile nor indigent Condition, but 
in a free and fu^ciently plentifiil Conditio^ ; 
not of Perfons who had nothing of their own 
to lofe, but of Perfons who had both a va- 
luable Property and Liberty to defend. 

When a good Conftitution is once well 
fpttled, it is a next point of Wifdom to pro- 
vide^ that it may be preferved in Af(er-times*> 
The Agrarian, or Law of Jubilee^ was fuch a. 
wife Provifion, to perpetuate this Divifion of 
Ivands and Eiltates^ and thereby to continue 
the Hebrew Nation^ a numerous and a power**, 
ful People. 

.*This was of very great Importance to the 
Defign, for which this Government was form^. 
ed. it was intended to remain a diftinS: 
l^ation, feparate from all other Nations o£ 
*:: thc.Earth for many hundred Years ; from the 
giving of the Law on Mount Sinai^ and 
their Po^eilion of the promifed Land, tiU 

the 
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llie Coming x£ Sbilob^ and the Kingdom of 
tlM Mdfiah : For it was as a feparate Nation, ; 
they were to preferve the true Religion in the 
Kftowiedge and Worfhip of the one traeGod, 
from the Corruption of that prevailing Idola- 
try, which had almojft deftroyed both from 
off the Face of the whole Earths 

The Country' of the Hebrews had indeed 
« good natural Defence, being bounded every 
'way^ either by Mountains and difficult Paflea^ 
tor by the Sea i yet a very ftrong Barrier re^ 
quires a Militia to defend it, on occafion ; 
ivhidi ought to befufficient foe Number^ and 
ui doe Rcadinefi j to oppoie any Inroads or 
JEnvafion of an Enemy^ 
• The Neighbours of the tJehrew Nation, 
the: Egyptians^ JffyrianSj and Babylonians^ 
were very great and powerful Empires* The 
Hebrew Conftitution Ivul provided no (land- 
ing Army for a national Defenoe, but had 
Father maide it impradicable ; yet the whde 
Haticm being obliged to appear in Arms 
when legally fummoned^ the whole Nation 
was as a (landing Army. And if the Ih^ 
hrews had preferved the original Conditu* 
don, or the Mofaiccdj they would always 
have had an Army of near fix hundred thou- 
fand Men in Readintfs, for Defence of their y:<^, 
Coxxntij at all times. This military Seivice, /<$^/ 
by which the Hebrenas held their Land, is of n 
inch Confcquence to the right Under ftanding V 
of the Gonftitution^ that it \)rill deferve a v^ 
particular Attention. 

E a The 
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The He- The Exccptions, allowed by the nSilitary 
J^^^^J^'^Laws, of Perfons excufed from Attendance 
fiates Sy on the Army, neceffarily fuppofe the Obli- 
si^'^'ic^ gations of all other Perfons to attend the 
^ ^ ' military Service. The Officers were to (peak 
to the People, faying, fThat Man is then 

5, ^c. f^^^ ^^'^ ^«^^( ^ ^^^^ H^^f ^^ b^tb 
not dedicated it ; let him go and return to 
bis Houfe^ left he die in the Battle^ and ano^ 
ther man dedicate it. And what Manjs be 
that hath planted a Vineyard^ and bath not. yet 
eaten of it^ let him a^b go and return to bis 
Houje^ left he die in the Battle^ and another 
Man eat of it. And what, Man is there that 
bath betrothed a Wifcy and hath not taken ber^ 
kt him go and return unto his Houfe^ left be 
die inBattky and another Man take her^ Thfe 
Expreffion, Liet him go and return to his 
Houfe, plainly fhews, that though fomc Per- 
fons were to be difpenfed with, as to their 
Attendance on the Army for the Service of 
War, yet they were to appear at the gpncral 
Mufter, and to be excufed there by the 
proper Officers; and that they could not 
cxcufe themfelves or their Abfcnce from the 
Mufter on any Plea, how true foever it was, 
or however good in Law it might be in it- 
fclf. 

The Dlfpenfations diredled to be given by 

the Law on thefe Occafions,. was to be for 

o«otfron.one Year only. When a Man hath taken a 

^^»v.s. ^^^ Wife^ he JImU not go out to War i 

neither 
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neither Jhall be be charged with of^ Bufinefs^ 
hit be JfjdU be Jree at borne one Tear. The 
Officers zx6 indeed further directed to fpcak 
unto the People, and to fay, What Man is 
there that is fearful and faint-hearted^ let^"^^' ^' 
him go and return to his Houfe^ lefi his Bre- 
thren's Heart fail as well as his own Heart. 
This poh'tical Wifdom, to difmifs Cowards 
l)cfore an Engagement, left the Army (hould 
be fcized with Fear, no ways excufed their 
adtual Attendance in the Camp ; and we find 
that even when they were difmifs'd from the 
Camp, they were not excufed all Service. 
They were ftill to aflift the Army, by fup- 
plying the Camp with Water, Provifion and 
Neceflaries, by making or mending Roads, 
and by fuch like Services, as a learned * Au- 
thor obferves from Maimonides. 

What great Strefs does Mo/es lay on the im- 
portant Obligation of uniting the whole mi- 
litary Power of thd Nation, for their Settle- 
ment? There is as great Reafon to lay the 
fame Strefs upon it for their Security and De- 
fence afterwards. 

When the Tribes of Reuben md Gad dc- 
fired their Settlement on the Eaft of Jordan^ 
Mo/es faid unto them. Shall your Bretbren^^^^^ 
go to War, and jhall ye fit here? Mofes"""^''^ 
charges it upon them as a moft heinous Of- 
E 3 fence, 

* Qui a caftris revertuntur, fubminidrant aquas, 8c alimen* 
ta fratribus fois^ qui funt in expeditione, ac cmendant vias« 
SeUikard Jus Rig, Hdf* <• v. Theo^ xvii. f. m- 1 25 • 
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fence, if they had any Intention, es ^ef 
ktmtA to havp, to feparate their Proportion^ 
or Quota of Troops, from the other Tribes, 
^nd thereby difunite and weaken the Army 
of Ifrael. Jf the Tribes were permitted to 
take care of thcmfelves, and their own pri*- 
vate Interefts only, without juft R^ard for 
the publick Good of the whole Nation, by 
jiflifting it with all their Forces united, rfie 
vef y Being of the Government and Nation 
would be always expofed to great Pahger, 
Mofes therefore further reafons with the 

J., Tribes of Reuben and G^d^ Behold ye are 
rifen up in your Father's Jieadj or imitate 
thofe who being fent to difcovcr the Land, 
fo greatly difheartcned the Jfr^elites^ that: 
they were near refolving not to go into (he 
Land which yehofvah had given them ; but 
as the Anger of Jehovah was kindled againft 
them, fo it muft be expedred it will be kind- 
led againft thofe, who, in imitating them, 
are an Increafe of Evilrdoers, to augment yet 
the fierce Anger of JehoFoab towards IfraeL 

The Tribes were fenfible of fo juft and 
l^fonable Expoftulation. They came tq 
Mofe^^ and promlfed, that they would only 
fettle their Children and their Flocks, bat 
that they themfelves would go readj^ armed 
before thp Children of .^?w/, till (fay they) 

1 7, 18. ^'^ ^^'^^ brought thefn to their Place. We 
will not return to our Houfes^ until thp 
Children of Jfrael have inhabited every 

Mm 
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ABw his Inheritance. To this Promifc 3^ 
fes replies, If yc will do this thing. If re^^^^ 
'Will go armed bejore jebovab to JVar, ondxx.xi^zy 
mR go all of you armed before Jebovab^ «r;x- 
/// he bath driven out all his Enemies before 
bitTiy and the Land be fubdued before Jebo-^ 
n)abi then afterwards ye fhall return, and 
be guiltlefs before Jehovah i but if ye wiU 
not do Jo, behold ye have firmed again ft the 
Lord, and be fare your Sin will find you 
out. 

That the Union of the whole Force of any 
State, is neceflary to its Bfeing, Preiervation 
and EAabli/hmcnt, every one is ready to 
grant ; becaufe it is too plain for any to deny^ 
The Wifdom of fuch Conftitutions, as are 
nccefiary tQ keep the Force of a State fo 
united, muft be then unqueftionable al(b, 
and of as great Concern to every Govern- 
ment, as its Preiervation in any good State of 
Peace, Liberty and Profperity j and this will 
fufficiently juftify any Laws againft Defertioni 
that are neceflary to prevent fuch an Evif, 
how fevere foever the Execution of them may 
appear in fome Inftanccs which yet have been 
reprefcnted as too fevere by far for Conftita-^ 
tions of divine Original. If there are any 
Fcrfons who really think fo, if any honeil 
Perfons are ftumbled at it in the Hebrew 
Hiftory and Government, fure they have ne- 
ver confidered that Defertion has ever bccd 
mbft reafonably judged a capital Crime, in 
an Nations and Conftitutions in the World, 
E4 that 
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that Lenity in fuch Cafes would be fouhd 
great Cruelty in the End ; for it would 
fecrificc the Safety as well as Liberties of 
a whole Nation, to the Impunity of a few 
very great Offenders. Such Offences agaiftft 
a Government are never to be cxcufed or 
pffed over with an eafy Puniftiment, when 
it (o manifeftly endangers the Welfare and 
Being of the whole 5 and therefore all fuch 
ObjeSions (we (hall fee more particularly 
hereafter) are founded only on Ignorance, or 
wilful Error : They are fo far from proving 
any want of Equity or Wifdom in fuch Con- 
ftitutions, that they only prove the Objedtors 
arc incapable Judges of either, or unfair Judges 
of both. 

The whole Force of the Hebrew Nation 
ieems to have been well kept together,- dur- 
ing the Adminiftration of Mdfes and Jojhua. 
Then the Hebfew Arms prevailed every 
where i but when the Tribes began to be 
fettled, they fell to their HuAandry, were 
(o intent on their own private * Affairs, that 
they greatly neglcdted* many of the Conftitu- 
tions for the Publick Good. They neglefted 
to poflcfif thcmfelves of the whole Land of 
Promife ; they left many of the Canaanitef 
to remain in it \ and they feverally defended 
themfelves, when attacjc'd by theirNeighbour 
Enemies in feparate Parties, as if they had 
been fo many feparate diftinft Governments, 
father than twelve united Provinces in the 

opc 

^ Jofephus, 1. 5^ c. », 
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pot Kmg^tfx q£ yebevah j' 3S you fee ma- 
Diicftly in the Hiftory of their Judges, ja^ges s. 

They were warned of thefe Mifcarriagcs«. 
by an AngeU It fomewhat affeded them 
for the prefent ; fo that when the Angel of 
the Liordfpake thefe Words unto all the CbiJ^ 
dren of Ifrael^ the People lift up thdr Voice ^ 
and wept. Yet it did not reform thrir Af-4- 
ter-Cond utl j for they returned and corrupted 
tbem/ehes more than their Fathers .^ and theyiq. 
ceafed not Jrom their own Doings^ nor Jrom 
their ftubbom Way. 

Therefore the following Hiftory of the 
Judges was juft what might have been ex- 
peded J the Power of the remaining Canaa- 
nites^ occafional Judges raised by Parties to 
deliver them, as they were oppreflcd fcveral- 
ly in their Tribes, the fmall undifciplin'd 
Armies fet on Foot for their Defence, were 
the natural EiFeias of their Ncgledl in keep- 
ing up to the ConAitutions of their Govern- 
ment. In an Hiftory of fo great Confufion, 
we cannot hope to meet with an Adminiftra- 
tion after the original Plan laid down by 
Mrfes I nor therefore to learn from Inftan* 
ces in that Hiftory, the Form of regulating 
the Hebrew Militia in Timc$ of Peace, or 
how an Army was rais*d^ and ready to 
march for the publick Defence, when the 
people, who were to compofc fuch Armies, 
were fettjed in their feveral Pofleffions. Yet 
we have inanifeft Footfteps pf a wife Con- * 
/Ijtution for keeping up a conftant Force of 

twenty- 
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twenty-four thoufend Men, ready to make at 
immediate Stand againft any fbdden Attempt i 
and which, as appears from that Cohftitution^ 
might be reinforced very eafily by greater 
Numbers, as any Occafion {hould be confide- 
rable enough to ciall for it. 

In the Times of David we find, that 
twenty-four thoufand Men attended in their 
1 chron. Courfes every Month. This Number con- 
»^i' '•- fifted likely of two thoufand of each Tribe. 
Now the Q>Udren of Ifrael^ after their Num- 
ber^ to wity the chief Fathers and Captains of 
tboufands^ and hundreds^ and their Officers^ 
that ferved the King in any Matter oj the 
Courfes which came in and went out Month 
by Monthy throughout all the Months in the 
Year of every Courfe^ were twenty and four 
thoufand. 

Such a Rotation made the Military Ser- 
vice very eafy to the whole Nation, which 
was fo ncceflary to the Safety of the whole. 
Twenty-four thoufand a Month, out of fix 
hundred thoufattd fubjc<a to military Ser- 
vice, obliged each Perfon to adlual Duty 
but one Month in two Years, except on 
extraordinary Occafions ; and yet it afforded 
a fufficient Guard of Defence againft any 
fudden Invafion, or Attempts to difturb the 
Peace of the Nation. 

It has been further obferved, that this 
Rotation of the Militia was at the fame 
Time a Rotation of the Reprcfcntative of 

the 
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tfift jfifr^ :NatidB, ^ w41 w « ftanding 
©uard, " This Aflcmbly," iakh an cmi- 
aeot Audior^y '^ had ndt only a Civil, but 
^ Military Office, or FunAion." And fur- 
ther Remarks f , " While the whole Pc<>- 
^^ pfe bdng an Army, Mofet could propofe 
*^ to diem in Body, or under their Staves and 
^^ Standards of their Camps ; as he need-* 
*^ ed \)ot, £o he nkd not any Reprefenta* 
** dve; iitf w&w Jcfim bad kt the Pefh']^^^^ 
" t^ 8^j ^ tSe^ Children of Ifrad wentt. 
^* every Man to bis Jhberitance^ to poffejs 
** the Land, how was it likely to enjoy 
^^ Peace and iecare Sa^ty, without the 
/^ Wing of fame fuch Guard as this ? How 
^^ .w« it poflible to have the Advice and 
^^ Confemt of theNatbn without fome fucfa 
<^ Reprefentative ? And what could be more 
^^ equal, eafy and efiednal^ than to perform 
^* this Duty by. Turns or Courfes V" From 
^ch Bke Confideratiom our Author con* 
cbdes, ^* there is little Doubt, that thb 
^' Congregation was according to theConfti^ 
" tv^kxi o£ M)/es.'* 

It is a farther Confinnadon of tUs Oli^er<# 
vation, that David aAually uied this AfleOi-^ 
bly in die higheft Afi^irs of State^ 

This Afiembly, when called together by 
J)avfd, is %kd die Congregation, tmiCbfon. 
MncHvn Word to fignify an Aflcmbly of the '"^* »• 
whole Nation, or of its Reprefcntative ; and 
it was in tbia Congregation that they 

made^^' 
- ? Harrington^ Com. {iSad. cjii; {. k f 14. ib. J. 2. 
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made Sohmm^ the Son of Damd^ ESng the 

fecond Time ; or confirmed by a Parliamen- 
tary Sanftion what before was done by Da^ 
vids Nomination, in the Prcfence only of a 
few of his principal Officers, on the fttdden 

I Engsi.y^jj^jj^pj. ^£ ju^f^ijab to fcize on the King- 
dom for himfclf. The fame Affembly, at 
the fame Time that they anointed him, or 
appointed by their Refolution Solomon to be 
anointed unto the Lord to be Chief Gover- 
nor, appointed Zadok to be Prieft, jlbia^ 
fhar having joined jidonijab in his Rebel- 
lion ; fo that this * Affembly confirmed as 
by Authority of Parliament, or as the Repre- 
fentativesof the People, two of the higheft 
Ads of Government, the Settlement of the 
Crown, and of the Higfi-Priefthood. 

It is moreover very likely, th*t- David, 
who introduced a Body-Guard, or a fort of 

aSainuel p^^;^^/^ g^nds, the Cberetbites and Pe^ 
ktbiies, which yet were not above fix hun- 
dred, would have prefer'd a ftanding Army, 
formed to Difcipline by himfelf, and com- 
manded by Officers of his own Nomination, 
. to a Country Militia, fome out of every 
Tribe, and commanded by their own Offi- 
cers, if this had not been a known and an- 
cient Part of the Conftitution, from which it 
was not convenient to depart 
. Thefe Orders of the Hebrew Government 
fcem of greater Confcquence than they are 
ufually thought to be, by the very littleNotice 

commonly 

. ^ Bertram, de Repub. Heb^ c. x. p. 130. 
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commooly tako) of them; but which» right- 
ly underftood, will (erve to explain feme o- 
tixct Things not eaiily to be explained with« 
cot them^ as may farther appear in its pro- 
per Place. 

C H A P. V. 

Particular Qvuernment of the fe^ 
veral Tribes. 

WHEN the whole Body of the Heirew 
Nation was thus fetded in Canaan^ 
each Pcrfon having an equal Share in Land, 
and an unalienable Propernr in it ; each Tribe 
.was fettled the whole ot it tc^ether, each 
Tribe was under its own proper and diflinA 
Government^ each had its Scepter or Staff of 
Command) and its Lawgiver, or Adminiftra- 
tion of Juftice, according to Law in its own 
Hands : fo that each Tribe judged its own 
People, or, in the Words of Jacob to Dan^ 
Dan Jtall judge bis People as one of /A^Deuterdn. 
Tribes of I/raeL From whence it is evident, xiix. 16, 
fays a learned and judicious * Author, " that 
** every Tribe had its own Prince and Judge^ 
*' and that every Prince or Head of a Tribe 
** judged his own People ; confequcntly c- 
** very Tribe had a Scepter and a Lawgiver, 
•^ as well as the Tribe of Judab. This 
[^ Power in the H«ids of Tribes," the fame 

Author 

•^■^ • Bp. Sherlock Differtatioa III. 304. 
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Exod. ill. AtilKor oWerves, ^ todk Place immediately 

»^- ^^ oh the Death of 3^tf«?^; for all AppKca- 

Exod.xix.^* tions and Mefl&ges are not to the People, 

7. ^ bur to the Elders of IJf:ad. The Com- 

" mand of God fent to the Houie of Ja^ 

^* coby and the Children of Jfrael in Egypt^ 

" was dclivpi:'d by Miffes to the Elders of the 

** People J the People and their Rulers arc 

Ex.xxxiv/V"^^ft"^gwi^^^ plainly. Aaron mi (^ the 

3^> 32. «« 'Rulers of the Congregation returned unto 

" i&/w, and Mofes talked with them -, and af- 

" ternsards all the Qhildrenof Ifraet came 

** nigh. .■ • - . • \ ' .: 

" Hgwevcr the Government in; the feve- 

*' ral Tribes of Ifrael w^s' not mbnaithfcal, 

** but ariftbcratical j an^; that no orie Tribe 

^* had Superiority over another; is plain, op- 

. ^V on the Death oijojhua^, for then the J^eo- 

J g-»»ci pig enquire of God, Who flioiild go m> 

** for them againft the Canaanitesf A€^a- 

" tion vvhich would pot have beert afked, 

" bad apy ope Tribc^ or Ruler of one Tribe, 

" had the Right of leading and gDveming 

« the reft/' ' ^ 

It IS very plain, from tlie Hebrew Mftory, 
that the provincial Government of the Trftes 
of Ifraely was not monarchical. It rather 
fcems by tbeir Hif^ory, a fcihd of niix'd Go- 
vernment, parriy ariftocratical, and '^rtly po- 
pular. 

To give us a right Notion of the Hebrew 
Government, we ftiould begin with this Form 
of the provincial Government of each Tribe » 

for- 
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fora£nuDh a& pvqry Tribe had its own Seep- 
t^rand wasa diftind Proviooe^ tbo' one oi 
the unitfsd Provioces pilfraeL This will pfc** 
pace us to pn^erilapd afcerward^ more di(UnA-^ 
ly fiheirUnioa ip dieir general Govanment, or 
iJiiq S^ites-Gei^ral of the united Tribes c& 

. \^is have often pienoon of Peribns inAu^ 
thority in the Tribes, Princes tftbe Tribes 
ofibeir fathers. Heads oj ThmfanJs in If-i'^ 
rael^ the "Princes of Ificaeli Treads $f the 
Hwjes of their Fathers, ^pha were the Prin-^^- «• 
cfs ^ the bribes, and were truer them that 
^(re numbered. 

It was given as 4 ftandfng Conftitution of 
die J^ehrtm Government, Judges and Qf-j^^ 
feers (bolt thou make thee in ok thy Gates, is. '^^ 
nifbicb the Lor4 fhy God givetb (bee, through^ 
out thy Tribes, and they ^U Judge the People 
nmtb juji Judgment. And Mofes in his owa 
Time, by the i^^vice of Jetbro, cbofe able 
liflm out of all Ifrael^ andm^de them H/tad^ 
over ibe People, Rulers ^ Tboufands, Bfilert' 
of Hundreds^ Rulers of Fifties, and Rulers .of^ 
%ens ; and they judged the People at all Sfa^ 
/ms. The bard Qaufes they brought unto Mo-\ ' 
Jcs, but every f mall Matter tbfy judged tbcfP'- 
felves. 

. Many h^vc thought, thcfc Jetbronian 
^ Prefectures, as they are ufu^Uy called, be-; 
caqfe they were conftituted by the Advice 



d: 



^ Sigonius de JRepub. Hcb. 1. vi. c. 6. 
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(^ Jethrby were defigncd to be a ftandinigf- 
C6nflitution, and continued in Ufe after the 
Settlement of the Tribes as a Model of their- 
provincial Government. Others \yill have 
this Authority of the Captains *' to laft nd 
** longer than during their Pilgrimage in the 
" Wildernefs; for when they came into Gtf-- 
^ naariy the Law required Judges and Offir 
** ccrs to be ordained in every Crty*/' 

However that be/ whether the Jetbrortian 
Perfefture was • a particular Conftitution, 
while all IJrael wdt together in one Camp, \ 
under the leading of Mofes^ (or his own* 
greater Eafe, and the more fpeedy Admini- 
ftration of Juftice, which one Perfoh was not 
able to adminifter alone to fo many People ; 
or whether it was defign'd a Plan for provin- . 
rial Judges and Officers after the Settlement 
, of the People in the Holy Land^ it is with- 
out Queftion, that the Law direded Judges 
and Officers, who with the Heads of Fami- 
lies and Princes of the Tribes^ were to govern 
the Tribes of Ifraei^ as Tribes or diftinfl: 
Provinces. 

To begin with the Government of each 
City, the RaUnnical Writers generally men-* . 
Tiidtus. tion a Court of Juftice in each City, confi* 
fling of three Judges, they fay, in the lefler 
Towns, and twenty-three in the greater 
Cities ; but it is juftly obferved, there is no 
ihention of any partiailar Number of Judges 
in Scripture: On the contrary, 'fyo/efhus 

mentions 

* Patrick on Deut. xviii. S. f Jofephus Ant« 1. Iv. c. f. 
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tilentJon3 feven Judges in each City, without 
any Diftin^on between the greater and the 
Icfler, It is very likely, the particular Num-. 
ber of Judges might be left to Difcretion^ as 
no Number was fixed by Law, tho' the Q>arts 
themfelves were appointed expreily; they 
might therefore be more or fewer in Num- 
ber, as the Adminiftration of Juftice (hould 
require. Thus, in the later Times of the He^ 
brew Government, the Number of three in 
leffer Towns, and of twenty-three in greater 
Cities, might become fixed by Cuilom and 
Length of Time. 

By this general Provifion, however, Care 
was taken for a regular Adminidration of 
Juftice near at hand ; to the great Conveni* 
cncc of every Perfon, who was neichcr to go 
far to feek it^ or to wa t long for it, or to 
be at any great Expence to obtnin it : fince 
each City and Tribe ted the Adminiftration 
of Juftice within thcmfclves. 

It was rporcovcrno inconfiderable Advan- 
tage^ to prevent the tedious Length and ex- 
traordinary Expence of Suits, that the Judg- 
ments of thefe Courts were appointed by tlic 
Law to be final in moft Ci/es. In Cafes of 
greater Moment and Difficulty, or rather 
where the Court was doubtful and divided 
in Opinion, If there arife a Matter too ^^^^^^\^ ^ 

for ibee in Judgment^ jas^s the Law^ ^"' 

b^ing Matters of Controverfy within thy 
Gates \ then palt thou arije and get thee 
Up Uftn the Place which the Lord thy God 
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Jhall choofe^ and thou Jhalt come unto tbH 
Priejls the Levites^ and unto the Judge 
'which jhall he in thofe Days^ ifnd enquire j 
and they Jhall Jhew thee the Sentence of Judge- 
ment. 

In fomc Cafes, Provifion was made for Ap- 
peals to the Priefts the Levites, or to the 
Judge, as fome render it here, and as it is ex- • 
prefs'd by the Law itfelf prefently after. The 
Priefts the Levites are generally underftood 
of the national Council, commonly called 
the Sanhedrin ; for there is no mention of 
the High-pricft alone, but the Priefts and Le- 
vites, which can well be underftood of fuch 
Priefts and Levites only, who had fome Au- 
thority and Commiffion to (hew the Judg- 
ment in the Place which the Lord God had- 
chofen % thi^ naturally feems to - reprefeiit 
them not as Priefts and I^evites in geiieral> 
but as chofen Members of fome general* 
National Council. It Was not indeed ne^ 
cefiary from any Direction of Law, that the 
Priefts or Levites ftiould be in the 'National* 
Council at all 5 yet on account of their A- 
bility and Knowledge in the Laws, they wcrc^ 
generally eftecmed fitteft and beft qualified to 
be chofen into them, as the moft proper Perfons 
to attend this Service and to execute it well ;' 
aaid the Judge was by his Office invefted with 
the higheft Powers, Civil as well as Military, 
for tojuage Ifrael^ was to adminifter Juftice • 
as well as to command Armies. 

Hencd 
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. Hfirioe it may appear how Juftice was ad- 
mwiftred Ufually, andQgeftions of Law de- 
cwbcd^ vit* in theTnbes themfelves, by their 
owd rerpe(^ive Judges; yet in fome more 
difEcult C^fes it was wifely provided^ they 
migbt; have a Review before a Court of Ap-i- 
peal, and Judgment fliould be {hewn ,and af- 
pertaiifd $jr % National Court of Pcrfijns, 
tb^ moil experienced and beft learned in the 
La^^^ ^ngt much vnlike^ having fpecial Mat-^ 
tersacgucd^fore th$ Judgesj and determined 
by tbcm all. 

. It ^va$ alio of great Importance^ that all 
Q^eitiofis of Cpntroverfy, which might arife 
bo jiny Qocaficxi between the. Tribes ^^vA-- 
&lvies^ ihoujd be decided by a National Court ; 
fcv as the feyeral Trib^ had ijo Authority or 
J4rifdi^if^ :ov!er ea?h other^ they could not 
be decii^ but by foin^ common Judgje.. 
iTfeis is' w^l e^plain^d by Mden^ as th? gc- 
♦* »«rtil ppinioo o( ti^ Heirew Lawyers^ 
^' * Nor > it to b$ doubted but each Tribe^ 
*^*as Qfte^ lis any thlijg concerning them as 
*^ Tribe^ .W4S to be argued and decidedj, was 
*' fiibjcjdi; tp no; Iowa:, Court i and. only to 
*' this (the grciit) Sanhcdtin, For what 
" coi^c^npd one Tfib? W^s by no njeanS tg 
" bp delem^insd by th^ Ju^es (rf anQcher,^ 
.•F-;s . ; . .'.^•ouc 

* Ncqae oplnor dabitaiiduhi erf, quin tribus quaclibet, quo-' 
ties ^ rebu? tribuarii*, qua tribuarits ^i^cepoamltim, dtcer- 
nnidamque fit^ non minori alicui, fed huic Synedrio (magna) 
fpbeflitf . Non cnim erarit omnino^ res alterius tribus, afe al- - 
terias*judicibus decidendi, extra Hierofolyma, ut etiani a 
magidris eSt olienfum. Seliea dt Sjnedr. I. iii. c, iv. § 4* 
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** out of Jerufalem^"* or by the Judges of 
any Court j but that which for a long Time 
had been fixed at Jerufalem^ which was the 
great Sanhedrin or National Court j concern- 
ing the Nature of which wc (hall have Oo 
cafion to fay fomething hereafter, in a more 
proper Place. 

But from what has been remarked already, 
we may difcern the great Wifdom of appoint- 
ing Judges in the feveral Tribes to decide al- 
moft all Caufcsand Controverfies among them* 
fclvcs, and yet the great Importance of the 
Law of Appeals in fuch extraordinary Cafes as 
were allowed to be brought before the fupe- 
rior National Court. And this will more- 
over (hew the neceflary Reafon why fo fevere 
a PunKhment is enai^ed againft thofe who 
(hould refufe Obedience to the Decree of the 
National Court on Appeal. Accatding /^ 
Depi. the Sentence of the Law, which they /ball 
xvii. II, f^^^ij fi^^^ ^j accor£ng rt the Judgment 
*^* which theyjhall tell thee, thmfhalt do. Thou 

fialt not decline from the Sentence which they 

fiall (hew thee, to the Right-band, nw to 
the kft ; and the Man that will do pre- 

jumptuoufly^ and will not hearken unto the 
Priefi (that Jiandeth to minifter there before 
the Lord thy God) or unto the Judge, even 
that Man Jhall die, and thou jhalt put away 
the Evil from Ifraeh, and all the People 

Jhall hear- and fear^ and do no more pre^ 

Jumptuotijly^ 

Such 
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• Sach prefumptuous Difobcdience was de- 
fervedly made capital, which mud difiblvc the 
Union of the Tribes by which they were 
one National Government, make it impof- 
iible to reconcile any Differences between 
them, and put an end to the whole Govern- 
ment icfelf ; fo that it could neither u/e the 
joint Counfels or the joint Forces of the Na- 
tion for the common Good of the whole, bur, 
like a Kingdom divided againft itfelf, it muft 
fall to the Ground. 

And as to the particular Government of ^/^^^^ ^^ 
each City, there are plain Intimations of a the Ones. 
Senate, or of a Court of Elders, or Alder- 
men, diftindl from the Commonalty or ge- 
neral Courts of the People. When the In- 
habitants of Gilead were for fetting Jeptha 
at their Head, to defend them againft the 
Children of Jmmon^ it is faid, T!he Eiders ^judges xL 
Gilead 'iOent to fetch Jeptba^ and to make bim^- ^• 
tbeir Captain. The whole Affair was firft 
treated of and concluded between Jeptha and 
thefe Elders ; but to give full Aujthority to it, 
Jeptha went with the Elders of Gilead, and 
the People made him Head and Captain over i r. 
them* 

Here, as the Elders are plainly diftingui(h'd 
from the People, fo it is plain to perceive a 
very near Refemblance to the known Form 
of Government by a Senate and Affembly of 
the People. The Choice of jeptha was a 
joint Aift of the Senate and People (^ Gi^ 
kad^ or this Choice had its full Authority, 
F3 -by 
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by a Rcfolutloft of the People on die Propo-f 
falof the Senate*, 
judg. vi^i. Mention is alfo made of the Elclefs of Suc-^ 
»4- cotb^ and the Princes thereof, even throefcoro 
and feventeen Men ; whom Gideon puni(hed^ 
for refuting him their Affiftance qn the Defeat 
of Zelfa and Zaimunna. 

On the Redemption of Inheritances^ it 

fcems, it was to be dpne in open Cburtj^ 

that is, before the People and the Elders. 

Thus Baaz advertifcs the Kinfman of Eli^ 

}inthiv.4,fnele€b^ Buy it before the Inbahitwnts^ and 

before the Elders of my People. Upon the 

Refufal of the ncareft Kinfman to redeem the 

Inheritance, Boaz redeems it himfelf in this 

• Form, And Boa?; Jaid unto the EM^rs^ and 

^^'•5' mto all the fettle. Ye are Witnefi this Day 

(bat 1 have bought all that was Elime^ 

lech's. 

This Ufage in the Cities was agreeable to 

Dcut.xxi. the Law itfelf ; for it is enaded. If a Man 

I, ^c. is found Jlain^ and it be not kmwn ^vbQ 

hath Jbiin him, the Elders and Judges 

jhall come jorthy and find out what City 

is neareji the Place 'mere the Perfm ts 

found flain 5 and the Elders of that City 

Jhall come and purge ihemfehes of any 

Knowledge of the Murder ^ and offer a Sar 

crifce to put away the Guilt of inmcent 

Blood. 

And in the Cities of Refuge, if any guilty 
pf wilful Murder fled there from Juftioe, 

(be 

f Jubente populo, ex fenatud confulto. 
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the Wen of his City Jhall fend and fetch him Dcut. xix. 
thence^ and deliver him inio th? Hands of^^* 
Jaftice* 

What the Number of thefe Elders was, and 
what in particular were the Duties of their 
Office,areQpcftions not fo eafy to be anfwer'd, 
frooi the (hort Account we have of the fll?- 
brew Hiftory and Government j but in gene- 
ral, there is iufficient to inform us, that the 
principal Affairs of the Publick paffed through 
their Hands, were diredled by their Counfel 
and Authority, and that they had all the ufual 
Powers of a Senate. 

Sigcnius fuppofes, that thefe Judges. and 
Elders of the Cities, were according to an 
original Conftitution oi Mofes in the Wil- 
: dernefs 5 and afterwards continued by divine 
Appdntment for the Government of the 
Tribes, when fettled in the Land of Gj- 
tuian ♦. 

Mofes took the Chief <f the Tribes^ wife i. 15. 
Meriy and known y and made them Heads , 
wer tbem. Captains over Thoufands^ and 
Captains over Hundreds^ and Captains over 
Fifties^ and Captains o^jer Tens^ and Oncers 
among the Tribes. 

It is very probable, as the whole Hebrew 
Nation held their Eftates by military Tenure, ^ 
and as the Tribes were always to be in Readi- 
F 4 nefs 

• Dico ergo JiKlicescivitatuni, cum prlncipibus fuis . . . 
inftitutos effe in folitudifte a Moyfe primum ex auaoritate 
foccri fui Jethro, deinde ex Dei prgeceptp. Sigonius de Ref, 
Utb, I. VI. C.6, 
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ncfs to raife a fufficient Number of Men, in 
Arms, for Defence of their Country on any 
Occalion, cfpccially if the whole Nation was . 
to fcrve by Turns one Month in their Courfe ; 
that this Militia was always officer'dj that 
the Colonels, the Captains, and lower Offi- 
cers, were always in being, as is <5uftomary 
wherever a Militia is well difciplin'd, or like 
to be of any confiderable Service. 

It is alfo very probable in itfelf, that thcfe 
Officers (hould have Civil as well as Military 
Authority; and be a Council of Slate in 
Things relating to the Peace and Welfare of 
the Publick, as well as a Council of War to 
diredl the military Affairs of the Tribes, and 
command them as an Army. 

This 16 the more probable, as it will make 
the Form of Provincial Government cxaftly 
anfwer the Form of the National Govern- 

Numbcn ment ; in which the Princes of the .bribes 

*• »6- of their Fathers^ were Heads of Thoufands 
in Ifrael. Thcfe were the chief Military 

a, a. Officers, every Mah of the Children of If* 
rael 'ivas to pitch by bis own Standard^ with 
the Enfign oj his Father's Houfe. The 
Prince of each Tribe was the chief Comman- 

jy ' der of each Tribe ^ fo Nahjhon the Son of A-- 
minadab was Captain of the Children of 
Jud/ih, and the whole Tribe of Judah is 
called his Ho/i. Now it was thefc fame 
Perfons who were to affift Mojes^ and whom 
he confulted when he did not fummon the 
whole Congregation* This appears from th? 

different 
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difibrent S^nals appointed for fummonihg 
thefe different Aflemblies to meet. ^'f^b^^xxaSo^ 
they Jball tlow with item (with both Tram-'x. 3, 4. 
pets) aU the J^embly JbaUaffmble tbemfelves^ 
and if tbey blow but with wie Trumpet^ then 
the Princes which are Heads of the ^bm-^ 
finds of Ifrael Jhall gather tbemfehes unto 
thee. 

Now tho' thefe were military Officers, and 
fummoned by Sound of Trumpet, they were 
not fiimmoned only as a Council of War. 
The Queftion in Law concerning the Succef* 
fion of Females to Inheritances uas brought xmi. u 
Afore Mofes and the Princes^ the chief Fa-- 
tbers of the Children of Ifrael The Princes^^^ 
of every Tribe are likewife joined with £- 
leazer the Prieft, and Jojbm the Judge, in 
dividing the Land among the Tribes. 

This Conjun^on then of civil Authority 
with military Command, is fo well known 
in the Hebrew Conititutk>n, that both were 
4]nited in their Judges^ their King^, and in 
all their chief Magiftrates. It feems then 
very likely, that the Heads the Captains of 
Thoufands, Hundreds, Fifties and Tens, 
ihould be vefted with civil as well as military 
Authority ; and that the Officers of lower 
Comnund, (hould be the Elders and Senate 
of their Cities ; that the Officers of higher 
and more general Command, (hould be the 
Princes, Elders and Senate of the Tribe, or 
Province. 

I This 
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; This View of the Hebrew Government in 
; their feveral Tribes may alfo give us a very 

probable Account of the Office and Authori- 
ties of Heads of Families, and Princes of 
Tribes, in whom the chief Direction of the 
feveral Tribes as diftindt Provinces was lodged 
by the Conftitotion in Tl)ings civil and milita- 
ry, both for Council and Addon. 
Beads of « The Divifion of the People of yraei;' 
lZ%"inM^^ Harrington obferves, ^' was firft genea- 

cesof .^* logical, and then local. The Tribes of 

Tribes, cc jjp^^i genealogically reckoned were thir- 
l^iunb. i. ^' teen. In the genealogical Diftribution of 
** the Tribes there were alfo obferved certain 
•* Ranks, Qualities or Degrees, as appears by 
« the Poll made of Ifrael, in the Wil- 
** dernefs of Sinai ^ and in the Tabernacle of 
" the Congregation by Mofes. Thefe De- 
^* grecs were of two Sorts : Firft, Phylarchs, 
** or Princes of Tribes ; and fecondly, Patr i- 
■♦^ archs, or Princes of Families, all heredita- 
** ry Honours, and appertaining to the Firft- 
** bom of the Tribe refpeftively *." 

That Families fhould have their refpedkive 

Heads, was very agreeable to the.CuftMis of 

Gcncfis thofe early Times of the World. The Dukes 

x^vi. i3^q£ j^^ ^gj.^ £q many Heads of Families de- 

fcending from Efau^ and the prefent Manner 
of the Arabians^ who have raoft exadlly pre- 
ferv'd the Cuftoms of their Anceftors, and 
who diftinguifh the Chiefs of their Families 
V^ith Dignity and Authority, will further con- 
: firm 

t Harrington Com. Jfrael. c. ii. $. i. 
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firm^ it. A particular Inftstnce of foitie c5ne 
of the Tribes may give a clearer Notion of k. 
jLet the Tribe of Judab be the Inftance. 

yudab Was odc of the Sons ofjocai^ ^^Namh.u 
his Poftcnty made: one of the Tribes of If- 
rael, of this Tribe Nabjbon, the Son of -rf. 
minadabj was Prince. This Tribe was di- 
vided into ieveral Families, not iingle Houf<* 
botkb, but as Families are uied in Heraldry^ 
fat a Lineage or Kindred, defcending from a 
ocMUmon AnceftCMr^ including many particular 
Houfliolds. So that the Sons oijudab be-* 
came the Fathers of fo many Families, who 
were diftingoiihed by their Names : For the xxvi. 20^ 
Bons of Judab after tbeir Fam/ies were pf^^* 
^bekb tbe Family of tbe Sbelamte^ ofPba- 
rtz tbe Famify of tbe Pbarzi/e, of Zerab 
tbe Family of tbe Zarbite 5 and the Sons of 
Pbatez were^ of Hefron tbe Family of the 
Hefronite^ of Hamul tbe Family of tbe Ha* 
midite. It appears thefe Families and the 
Houfholds in each, as well as the Perfons in 
each Hou(hold, were kept difHndt : For on 
the ConvidioH of Acban^ Jojhua brougbt j^^q^^ 
Jfrael by tbeir 7riies^ and tbe Tribe of yudab 16. 
was taken 5 and be brought tbe Families ofju-- 
dab J and be took tbe Famify of tbe. Zarbites 1 
and be brongbt tbe Family oftbeZarbites^ Man 
bj Many and Zabdi was taken ; and be brougbt 
bis Ihujholdy Man by Man^ and jicban the Son 
of Carmiy the Son of Zabdi ^ tbe Son of Zerah^ 
(or of tbe Famify of tbe Zarbites) of tbe Tribe 
of Judab ^ was ta^en. 
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If you reckon the Tribes to be twelve, ex- 
clufive of the Tribe of Levi ^ which was not 
to be fettled as a Tribe, there will be twelve 
Princes of Tribes, and fifty-eight Hc|ads of Fa- 

Nomben milies in the twelve Tribes : In Rmben fdtjr,' 

"^*- in Simeon five, in Gad feven, injudab five, 
in JJJacbar four, in Zabuhn three, m Manaf- 
fib e^ht, in Epbraim four, in Benjamin eight, 
in Dan one. in jljbet five, and in Ni^tbaEi 
four. Theie fifty-eight Heads of Families, 
with the twelve Princes,, make the Number 
of feventy, juft equal to the Number of El^ 

2i. i6. ders chofen in the Senate of Ifrael ; when 
tbe lArifmd unto Mofity gatber unto me fe^ 
venty Men of tbe Elders of Jfrael, whfch 

DeBtiij.Af^^^ thus reports unto the People, taike ye 
wifi Men^ and under/landings and kmum ^^ 
mong your ^Tribes^ and I will make tbem Bu^ 
iers over you. Whence there appears Ibmc 
Ground for their Conjefturc, who fuppofe 
the Number of feventy Elders to be taken 
from the Number of the Princes of the 
Tribes and Heads of the Families of I/i^aeL > 
Thcfe Princes of Tribes and Heads of Fa-- 
milies, are fuppofed to be the Heirs Male of 
the Patriarch of the Tribe, ztoijuddfy and 
of the firftProgcnitors of the fcvcral Families** 

Mr. 

^ Alralenfisy & Cornelius a lapide ait hos fuifle primoge* 
nitos qui ab ipfo capite tribus, nvc a Patriarcha, V. G. a 
Jada, direde per lineam primogenitorum, defeendebant, 
quemadmodum principes famiUarum erant primogemti ^ujuf- 
cunque familiae. ^enocbius deRef, Heb, p. 42. 
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•Mr. Barringtm calls them alt iteredttery- Ho* 
iiours/and appertaining to the Firft-lx»'nof 
cthc Tribe, or of the Family refpe^ively. 

It is very probable, that the Firft-born of 
the Tribe or of the Family, was ufaally the 
Prince of the Tribe or Head of the Family 
when he was of full Age, and without any 
Incapacity to difcharge me Duty of the Of- 
ficc. Yet the Inftance oiNabJhm Prince of 
Judab^ will, I think, fhew that if the Prince 
o£ the. Tribe was not cleSive, he was not 
always the Firft-born of the Tribe ; for Nab-- 
Jb0n was not the Heir Male oijudab. Nab^ 
fb^n^ Prince of the Children of ytidab^ wa^iChnmLi- 
the Son of Aminadabtbe Son ofRam^ who was 
a younger Son of Hezron^ the Son of Pha^ 
rezj . who alfo was a younger Soh of Judab. 

Whether the Prince of the Tribe then was 
hereditary or elcdivc, is not fo certain from 
the Hebrew HiAorf. It fecms moft likely, 
that the Firft-born were generally if not con- 
ftantly prefer'd, when Minority or fome other 
Incapacity did not require the Choice of fome 
other Perfon. 

Every Tribe then, had thus a Prince or 
Chief with four or five more or lefs Heads 
of Families, who commanded the Tribe whea 
in Arms, and prefided in its Councils when 
aflembled, as a civil or political Body. Their 
Dignity and Authority feem to be allud- 
ed to in the Song of Deborah^ Speak ye that 
ride on white Affes^ ye that fit, jn Judg-^^h^^ 

mentJ' 
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ment. Sigmius has well exprei&d tfadf 0£^ 
*' ficc in gencml : " The Princes of the 
^' Tribo^ were thofe who led each Tribo^ 
'^ and iMdthe.Adminiftrationof their pub- 
^' lick Affairs. , The Office of the Heads of 
^' FamilieS) wa$ to aflemble the Families; d£ 
*^ which tjbey were Governors^ to prqioie 
^^ to them wh^ concerned the common 
** Good> and ta^be their Captaiite in War*v' 
^ Thde.Priticesof theTrJbeJ, (aye A«r- 
f* nocbiusy were the .Nobles or Peers of the 
" Hebrem Commonwealth. Th^ were, 
5^ with the chief Magiftrat* of the Natioo, 
V " whether Judge or Kang, to give Oounfej 
>' and AdYk(^» and to join in the Admintftra^ 
" tion of Jufticcf." 

Finjdly, '' Tbefe Chiefs-of the Tribes, %« 
" Calmety wete Captains iin War, Judges' and 
" Magiftrates in Times of Peace, and Coi^nt 
" fcllors of the Prince in all Affairs, b<xh ect 
" clefiailicalandcivUJ." 

Theft 

* Princlpes autein tribuum fuere, qui iinnilas tribus d|tx* 
erunt, earumque ratiooes adminifh-arunt. C%cium vefo eb- 
rum (Patriarcharum) fuic, ut familias quibus praeerant convo^ 
carent ad eofque referrent, quse ad rempublicam p^dne« 
rent, & duces eanun in bello efTenc. Sigoniui de Refm Heb, 
I. vii. r, 5. 

f Fbrro hi tribuom principes* Reip. Hebraicas era&t Mie«i 
giftanes, & Capita, & totius populi magiilratui» live judex 
cffct, five rex, aderant & cum illo fedentes, partim confili^ 
inibanty partim jus redddbatit. MemcUus Ref, Hd, U i. 
r» vi. J. 8. /. At. 

X Les Chefs aes tribus, etoient capitaines dans la guerre, 
Jnges, et Magiftrats en terns de paix, & Confeillers dn prints 
dans les chofes (acrees, comme dans les civHes* Caimet Dif^ 
cmat. T.'u P.'u. p, siS^ 
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Thefe Prinoes of Tribes and Heads of Fa- 
milies may be reprefented^ as Lord&*Lieate<*- 
nants of a County, and dieir Deputy Lieu^ 
tenants ; or as Generals, and Lieutenant-Ge- 
nerals ; being conftant General Officers when 
the Tribe was to inarch, as Pitft of the Army 
K&Ifraehy and in the Tribe ihey were the 
principal Magiflrates to fummoh the Tribe to 
a general Afiembly when there was Oocafion 
iix it, or when any Affiurs relating to the 
whbleTr'd^e were t6 be propofed, or any Re« 
folution of Confequence to be taken by Utit 
whole Tribe^ or when any thing was to be 
communicated to it from the General States 
of the United Tribes, which required dieCon^ 
currenoe of the Prowncc. 

The Officers in each Ci^* may, in Kk^ 
Manner, be confidered as the local Officers 
ci the Militia in the (everal Hundreds and 
Divifions of the County or Province. This 
made a Provifion cA Colonels and Captains, to 
draw the Forces of the Tribe together, an4 
to lead them wherever they were dire<fted to 
a general Rendezvous, where the Prince of 
the Tribe as General, and the Heads of Fa-^ 
milies as Lieutenant-Generals, fhould receivd 
them ; and at all Times to exercife them to. 
Arms at Home, the better to prepare them ktts 
the Service of their Country, whenever they' 
ihould be called to march in Defence of it/ 

As civil Authority was generally joined td 
military Command in this Conftltution, Ay 

thcfc 
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thefc Captains of Thoufands, Hundreds, Fif- 
ties and Tens, were alfo Elders of the People; 
They were as a ftanding Senate and Council 
in the Places of their Habitation, fo that we 
conceive the fame Perfons inverted with the 
Authority of Aldermen and Jufticcs of Peace, 
at the fame Time they were Colonels and 
.Captains of the Militia. 

Th4i5^ with the Aflembiies of the People^ 
they managed the publick A6Fairs of each 
Hundred or Divifion ; at the fame Time they 
were in Readinefs not only to appear as a 
Council of War, with the Prince of the 
Tribe, the General, and with the Heads of 
Families^ the Lieutenant- Generals as military 
Officers i but moreover to meet them on all 
OccafiOns as a civil Council or Parliament^ as 
a Sort of Reprefcntativeof the People of tb* 
Tribe in its feveral Divifions, when there was 
any Occafion to fummon them together, to 
treat on any arduous 'Affairs concerning the 
publick Good of the Tribe, 

This Conflitution of the particular Tribes, 
appears to me as plain and evkient as can be 
expcfted in fo fhort a Hiflory as we have of 
the Hebrew Nation ; efpecially when the ori- 
^nal Conflitution was fo foon akered, and the 
Affairs of Government were fo confufed ia 
the Anarchy foon after the Death of "JoJhM. 
However, even in thofe Times there are io, 
9iany evident Marks of the principal Parts 
«f me Conflitution, as muil render all the 

refl 
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reft highly probable to one who would care- 
fully lay all Things together, in order to find 
out the Defign and Plan of the whole. 



C H A P. VL 

Particular Confittution .of the Trihe 
of Levi. 

T3ESIDES the twelve Tribes fettled in their 
•*-* diftindl Provinces, and having e^ch their 
diftinft Government as before defcrib'd, there 
Was one Tribe which had a very diiferentCon- 
ftitution ftom all the reft. This Tribe was 
to have no Share in the Land on the Diviiion 
of it, nor any Property in it. The Sons of 
hevi were not to live together, or to have 
the Families of their Tribe united, in a di- 
ftind Government of their own, as the other 
Tribes had. They were to be difperfed 
through all the Tribes of Ifrad^ to have their 
Subfiftence from the other Tribes, and to live 
under ^e Government of that Tribe in which 
they had their Habitation, without any Pro- 
perty, without any fort of Pqwer or Authp- 
rity. Civil or Military, of their own, as one 
of the Tribes oi Ifrael^ or in any other View 
than as they were deemed Members of that 
Province or Circle of the Heh^ew Empire 
in which they refided : But as they held no 
Lands, they could be fubjed to no Military 
G Tenure, 
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Tenure, on account of thcni, and were by 

the very Cohftitution incapable of any military 

Office or Preferment. 

Numbers Upon the general Poll of the Children'of 

'• ^* Jfrae/ after their Families, the Levites after 

the Tribes of their Fathers were not num- 

47» £^f- bered among them r Far the Lord bad Jpo-- 

ken unto MofeSy faying^ only thou /halt not 

number the Uribis of Levi^ neither take the 

Sum of them among the .Children of Jfrael^ 

but thou fialt appoint the Levites over the 

l^ahernack of T^eJHmony. The further Meaij-, 

xviii. 20, irig of this Conftitution i^ afterwards thus 

**' *3- explained : The Lord fpake unto Aaron^ 

thou Jbalt have no Inheritance in their Land^ 

neither /halt thou have any Part among 

them. I am. thy Part and thine Inheritance, 

amon^ the Children of Ifrael^ and behold 1 

have given the Children of Levi all the Tenths 

in Ifrael for an Inheritance^ for their Ser-- 

vice which they ferve^ even the Service of the 

I'abernacle of the Congregation. And it 

fhall be a .Statute for ever throughout your 
GeneratipnSy that among the Children of IJrael ' 
they have no Inheritance. 

It is then, without Queftion, a defigned 
Part of the Conftitution of the Hebrew Go- 
vernment, that the Levites, though one of 
the Tribes of Ijrael; fliould not be fettled in 
the promifed Larfd in the fame manner as the 
other twelve Tribes were. That they (hould 
have ho Share of Lands affigncd to them, for 
^ ' ' their ^ 
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their Property, and unalienable Inheritance 5 
and therefore, as they had no Property in them^ 
felves, they were to be provided for fume other 
Way. This was appointed to be by an an-?- 
nual Tithe payable to this Tribe, by all the 
other Tribes, that they might attend the pub- 
lick Service of the Tabernacle, and as the Re- 
ward of their Service : For, fays the Law it- Numbers 
iclf. It is yotir Reward for your Service in the *^"* 3*' 
tabernacle of the Congregation. 

This is a well-known Part of the Conftitu- 
tion of the Tribe of Leviy but the peculiar 
Reaibns for this peculiar Conflitudon require 
a litde more Attention. 

The Levitcs were defigned for the Service 
of the. Tabernacle of the Congregation, or 
to attend the whole Service of Jebovab^ as 
God and King of the Hebrew Nation, where- 
ever it was he chofe or fixed the Place of h\^ 
Aefidence, whether he marched with their 
Armies, or whether the Tabernacle refted in 
any particular Place. 

The Levites were moreover to teach the 
whole People tht Law of God, and to inftrudl 
them in it, as Mofes explains their Office ; 
They JhaU teach Jacob thy Judgments, ^»^ 2SfT2 
Ifrael thy Law j they /hall put Incenfe bejore 
tbee^ and whole burnt Sacrijice upon thine- 
Mtar. 

It became the Dignity of the King of If 

rael to have a Court, and to be ferved by 

his Subjects as their King, as well as to have 

. an Altar and Sacrifices, and to be worfhippcd 

C 2 by 
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by the Church as their God. When both 
thcfc Services were appointed to the Levitcs, 
it was appointed to them as a Service which 
the whole Hebrew Nation was fome way or 
other to have attended ; this Service would 
have been incumbent on the whole People, 
if the Tribe of Levi had not been fubftitut- 
ed in their Room : So that by this Appoint- 
ment of the Lcvites, the reft of the Tribes 
were eafcd from all Attendance, from all the 
Expence and Lofs of Time, which muft have 
followed on fuch Attendance, if there had 
been no publick Provifion for it. Therefore 
Numbers the Levites are faid to be given for all the 
firfi^born of the Children of IfraeL And it 
followsji 1 have given the Levites as a Gift 
to Aaron^ and to his Sons^ from among the 
Children of Ifrael^ to do the Service of' the 
Children of Ifrael^ (or to ferve me for the 
Children of Ifrael^ according to the V, L,) 
in the Tabernacle of the Congregation. It 
fhould fecm the Diredion at the Qmfecra* 
tion of the Levites to their Office, refers to 
this Reafon of their Appointment: Arid thou 
Jfjalt bring the Levites before the Lord, and 
the Children of Ifrael fhall put their Hands 
upon the Levites \ and Aaron fhall offer 
the Levites before the Lord for an Offer^ 
ing of the Children of Ifrael^ that they 
may execute (or be to execute) the Service 
of the Lord. This Adion of the Children 
of Ifrael is eafily underftood to mean, that 
the Levites were to execute the Service of 

Jehovah^ 



19. 
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Jehovah^ in their ftead, and for them, as well 
as by their Confent. 

You plainly fee now, this Service of the 
Levites made it highly improper that they 
jffiould be fettled in the fame Maqner that 
the other Tribes were \ that all the Sons of 
Levi fhould be placed locally together in one 
particular Part of the Land, or that they 
fhould conftantly attend 'the Cultivation of 
their feveral Farms, or that they (hould be 
cnlifted into a regular Militia, and train'd to 
Arms under the Heads of their Families and 
Princes of their Tribe, as the other Tribes 
were. This would have taken up all their 
Time, and have hinder'd all the Services of 
their Office, whether to attend the Service of 
the Tabernacle of the Congregation, or in 
teaching the People the Law. It was highly 
proper they fhould be fettled in every Tribe, 
that each Tribe might equally have the Bene^ 
fit of their Inftruftion, and Advantage of 
their Learning in the Laws of Jehovah^ for 
the better Adminiflration of Juftice ; as thefc 
Laws were the Laws of their Cm/ Confli- 
tution, as well as of their Religion and Wor- 
ihip. 

But then^ it was as highly fit, that this 
Tribe of Levi fhould have in return a rca- 
ibnable Confideration and Reward, for Ser- 
vices in^.which they gave up many national 
Advantage? to the other Tribes from them- . 
ielves, and in order to eafe the whole Na-. 
G 3 lion, 
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tion from thofe Services which otherwife they 
muft have executed perfonally. 

For the Tribe of Levi gave up to the other 
Tribes their whole Share of the Land, as one 
of the Tribes of Ifraeh, and they gave up 
themfelves to the national Service of the Ta- 
bernacle, and to the publick Teaching of 
the Law, difchargiqg all the other Tribes 
from any Burden of thofe Services, and giving 
them full Leifure to attend folely their own 
private Affairs, except when the Danger of 
their Country fummoned them to Arms in 
Defence of it. 

Thefe were Confiderations that, ip all Ju- 
stice and Equity, required a fuitable Provifion 
and Reward. Nor was this Reward 'to be 
given the Levites, as many have very weak- 
ly conceited, as Minifters of the God of If- 
rael^ or in the modern Cant, the Hebrew 
Clergy y or even as they were the Servants of 
the King of Ifraely of his Court and HouihoW; 
but moreover a^ the Levites parted with, their 
own Inheritance to the Piiblick ; and for their 
publick Service, partly in teaching the Law ta 
the People, and partly in excufing them from a 
perfonal Attendance for the Service of the Ta- 
bernacle. 

To underftand the wife Reafons of this 
Part of the Hebrew Conflitution, \\ will be. 
lieceflary to confider more diftmiftly what 
that Prdvijion waSy which the Law niade for 
the Levites, and the Manner ih which the 
Laws of the Hebrew Government made this 
• * Provifion 



Digitized by 



Google 



of the He BR E ws. \ 87 

Provifioii for them j is both are (6 little on- 
der/lood by niany, and fb greatly mifrepre- 
fented by fome who pretend to underftand 
theiii better. 

The Provifion which the Laws of the He^ 
brew Government made for the Levites, was 
a yearly Tithe of the Produce of the Lands, 
payable by the twelve Tribes ; and this was 
properlv the only Frovifion made ifol- them 
as a Tribe : JFor the' there were (otnt other 
Payments by the People, as the Firft-fruits, 
tBe Recfcmption of the flrft-born, the Malf- 
fhekel i^bll-tax, and the like 3 yet thelp were 
not to be divided among the Levites, ' as a, 
Tribfc. ^hey were all appropriated tft Other 
XJfes, and were afligned to afifwer the fex- 
pences atid conftant Charge of the Taber- 
nacle .of the publick and national Sacrifices, 
and other Parts of the publick Wbrfhip bfthe 
Church; or for Tables in honpur of the Court, 
Hbufe, and Refidence of the King oltlfraiit. 

^This biftinaion,, between the 7/M<fi apd 
other publick Revenues of Churdb'an^lState^ 
and their Appropriation t6 very difFefeiit tJlfa, 
is not fo 'commonTy.attended to as it ought \ : 
which has introduced no' finall Darkhei^ and ^ 
Cdnfufion intb this Part of the tikbrelp !QoTi^ , 
ftitution,. ..*-:. 

The Levites were appointed to Wait on the 
^6x^0? Aaron J, th^tfxidXs for xht Ser^kt of .' ' 
tbejffoufe oj the'Urd^-'afid tbe'Tfork^^^ 
Service of the Houfe of GoJ.-^'-'i'ktx^' to' 
ftand every Mprning to thank and praife V^^ 
G 4 the 
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the l/Hrd^ dndliknvifi at Even. They were 
divided as the Priefts into their fcveral Courfes, 
for their Attendance at iht Palace of the Pre^ 
fence. It became the Honour of the divine 
Prefcnce, and the Dignity of the Throne of 
the Kingdom of Jehovah over Ifrael, that 
feme Provifion ftiould be made for a decent 
Entertainment of fuch Perfons as fliould be 
in adtual vvraiting on bis Service j as Princes 
are ufed to liave Tables at their Courts for 
their Houihold and Servants in waiting. 
There were alfo many other neceflary Ex- 
pences of the Tabernacle and Temple, in Re- 
pairs, Ornaments, Sacrifices and Offerings, or- 
dinary arid extraordinary : Thefe were pro- 
perly Expcnces, to ufc a modern Expreffion, 
of a Civil Lift^ or of a Church-Rate, a very 
diffe^rent thing from a Provifion made for the 
Sons of Levi: For the Levites had no Share 
in them, otherwife than it ipnay be the Conve- 
nience, of a Table during the Time of their 
CouVic, and in waiting on the Service of the 
Tabernacle, wherever the Prefence was, after ^ 
they had b?en at the Trouble and Expence of * 
g6ing op from their own Habitation frbinall 
Farts of the Country, and were to be at the 
fame Trouble and Expence in returning to 
their Habitations again, as foon as the Time 
of th?ir waiting was over. Of this kind were 
many Payments, in particular the Firft-friiits, 
the Redemption of the Fifft-born, and the 
Half.(hekel Poll. 
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A Tighter Underftanding of this Obferva*- ' 
tKMi may give an ufeful Light to manyThings 
of greater Confequence than they may atfirft 
appear to be. A Mifunderftanding or a Mif- 
reprefentation of them has been made an 
Occafion of fevere Refleftions withoutGround 
and againfl Truth on the Mofaical Conftita- 
tion of the Hebrew Government, as if it had 
made a moft exorbitant Proviiion of Riches 
for the Leviticd Tribe to an heavy Oppref- 
fion of all the other Tribes. Let ns then a 
little confidcr the other Revenues, as diftin* 
guifhed jfrom the Tithes, which Qnly were 
the proper Portion of the Levites. 

The LawforthejRfr^-/m/jdircas, they(f^A 
(hould be paid at the Houfe of Jehovab, or'""^'' 
the Place of the Prefcnce. T^be firfi of tbe^tOm 
Fruits of thy Land tbou Jhalt bring into tbe^"^^ »» 
Houfe of the Lord thy God. This Offering 
of the firft Fruits was to be attended with 
an Acknowledgement of the Mercies of 
Cod, in bringing the H^^ra; Nation out of a 
State of AjSfidion, Labour, and Oppreflion 
in Egypty into a Land flowing with Milk 
and Honey, The Perfon ther^ore bringing 
the firA Fruits, was dircSed to fay, A. 5y-D«it.wvi 
rian ready to perifh was my Father. —- ^ An^*l*9* ><>• 
when we cried to the Lord God of our Fatbers^ 
the Lord beard our Foice, and looked on our 
AffliSliin^^ and our Labour and our Oppref^ 
Jion^^ ■ and brought us into this Place^ am 
hath given us this Land. -^-^-^ And nonv be^ 

bold 
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hold i have hrougbi the firji Fruits of the. 
Land nvbkb tbbUy Lor a, baji given me. 
• The firft Fruits then, fcem to be paid as a 
kind of ^it-Rent y in Acknowledgement of 
Jebovab 4s Lord of the Fee, that the wbok 
Hebrew Nation held of him as his Tenants, zuA 
that the Tenttfe of all thdt Eftates, was of 
his Gift and Donatbn. 

It is mwcover to be obferved of this Brafich 
of Revenue, thit the Law itfelf appointed no 
determined S^^antiiy^ fo that the Quahti^ 
was left by the Law to the Difcrfetion of each 
Per/bn who offered. It fhould feem the 
Quantity fuppofed in the Law, was not large^ , 
' from a particular Conftitution concerning it. , 
Dctrt. And tb&u jhalt take of the firJi of all the Fruits 
' *>*^gf the Earth, ^bicb thou Jhatt bring rfthf 
Land that the Lord thy God^eth thee, ana. 
Jhalt put it in a Bafltei, and Jbali go unto, the 
Place which the Lord thy God Jhalt chotfi t6^ 
phke his Name tbere.^--^^ And the PrieJtJhaH^ 
take the Bajket iui of thine Hand, and Jet ii 
d&wn before the Altar (fthe Lord thy Gva. * A 
Bafket whifch a Man could carrV in his Hand,' 
was not like to hold very mufch : So that', the 
Tahnudical EfeQors in this, as in many other 
* Things, went beyond the original Law, ifrhistt 
they afterwards fettled the Qijantitjr of ,thfe' 
firft Fitiks to (Hie in fixty. *. 

Authors* 

* liex divma BOn defimrit^ «^sjf qiantitat pnirnhVoi^* ^ 
aldu^ debuerit, fed tx. deaeto fapientam unom de 60, dari 
debet. Reland Antiq, Net. /. 401, 403, 
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Authors are not agreed what the Differenott 
was between the firft Fruits, which the flif- 
irews diftinguifti by the Names of Biccurim 
and Tberumotby or indeed whether there was 
any Difference at all s it is not material^ I 
think, whether there was or no, fo we may 
let that pafs. But it may not be unpropo: to 
dbferve, that though the Traditionary Wri- 
ters allow the firft Fruits to be eaten by thi 
Pricfts, who were clean any where in the 
Holy Land, yet the Scriptures^ as a learned 
* Man obferves, do not allow keeping any. 
of the firft Fruits at Home. The firft Fruits' 
were reckoned of an intermediate *}* Hdine6 
between theParts of the Sacrifices^ which were 
to be eaten in the hdy Place, and the Tithes 
which were to be eaten any 'where in thof 
Land. The Law direfied, and it no whef9 
appears by an After- Conftitution, that IXrcdi* 
on was altered^ that the firft Fruits were to 
be brought to the Houft of the Lord : It was^w*. 
riot neceflary indeed they Ihould be catea in*™''' 
the Holy Place, as tihc Parts of the Sacrifices 
were, which were therefore called the mo/l 
h^ things ; for the firft Fruits might be , 
eat^ti by the Priefts in their Hbufes, and e- *^* 
very one that was clean in their Houfes might 
eit of them with ihem. Yet ftill it feems 
plain, the firft Fruits were only to be eaten in 
the Place of' the Prefcncc, or where the 
Woufe of Jepomb wasj ffar there &e firft 

Fruits 

^^podwin'sMofes and Aaron, L vi. cii. i*9. 
f Rtland Ant. Heb. 1. viii. §. lO. 
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Fruits were to be brought and prefented to 
the Lord. They are therefore very properly 
to be confider^d^ as the Provifion of a Table 
for the Entertainment of fuch only as were 
in adlual wkiting at the Palace of the King oi 
Ifrael: A very inconfiderable Acceffion to the 
Riches of the Priefts that in the Time of their' 
waiting, in the Rotation of their twenty-four 
Courfes, there was the Provifion of a Table 
fi)r them, who came and. were , to return fo 
many Miles whenever their Attendance was 
in courfe. 

There were fome other TCaxes payable in 
Money, as the Redemption of the Firft-born^ 
and the Haif-fhekel Poll 5 but neither of thcfe 
was Part of the Levites Portion. As they 
have been greatly mifreprefcntcd, both in their 
Value and their Ufe, it will be proper briefly 
to place theni in their true Light. 
P' a-hm The Law direded that theFirft-born, whe- 
'therof Mea or Beads, (hould be offered to 
Namben the Lord ; but^ it was provided by the fame 
xviii. 15 Law, thattheFirll-bornofMen and theFirft-. 
lings of unclean . Beads fliould be . redeemed^ 
. that is, by paying a Sum of Money for them* , 
1 6. TheRedemptldn of the Firft-born of Men was . 
fettled at five Shekels, and the Firft-Iings of an ^ 
£jjo^j3jiii unclean Beaft at a Lamb ; but the Firft*, 
13. born of Cows, Sheep and Goats, which were 
SV" ^^^^ of Sacrifice, were fo be facrificed, and; 
*"* ^^ theirFlefh was to be e^ten, as the L4w direded 
eating the Parts of the other Sacrifices^ which 
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were given to the Priefts to be eaten in ^ 
Holy Place. 

When we obferve of theic Firft-born of 
Men, and Firft-lings of Beads, that Part was 
to be redeemed for Money, and a Part to be 
offered m Sacrifice, and ufed as other Sacri* 
fices were ; it is very eafy to pb-ceive that nei- 
ther the one or other Sort could be any Part 
of the Levites Portion : for what were lacri- 
ficed, could be ufed no other Ways than as a 
Table for thofe who were in aAual waiting at 
yebovab*s Palace ; in like Manner, as the brft 
Fruits above-mentioned were to be ufed, cf- 
pecially as all Sacrifices were to be eaten only 
in the Holy Place. So that for all thefe they 
could be no richer, than iaving a I^ner when 
on Duty in their Courfes. 

As to the Firft-born of Men and Firft- lings 
of Beafls, converted into Money by Redemp- 
tion, the Tribe of Levi had no Share in them 
at all ; that was a Treafure appropriated to 
the ordinary and contingent Expences of the 
Tabernacle or Temple, that is, f^ the Build- 
ing, Ornaments, Sacrifices, and other publick 
Expences ; for all which the Tribe of Levi 
was never the richpr. The want of keeping 
in View this manifefl IMindion between the 
Treafure of the Tabernacle and the Portion of 
the Tribe of Lm, has milled fome learned 
Men into confiderable Errors, as well as it 
'has given Occafion to others, who feem fond 
of every Thing that offers to refledt on the 
Provifion made for the Priafls and Levites in 
the Mofaical Cofiftitution. This 
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This diftina Ufc of the Treafure of the 
Tabernacle from the Tithes, which were gi- 
ven for the proper Maintenance of the Priefts 
and Levites, is evident from many Confidera- 
tions. It appears from the very Nature of the 
things that there muft have been fome confi- 
derable Provifion for the Ufe of the Taber*- 
jiacle. Whoever will confider, what the firft 
ercfting of the Tabernacle or Temple muft 
have coft, what was neceflkry to be expend- 
ed on Repairs and keeping up the Beauty and 
Splendor of the Palace dtyebovaby what was 
conftantly the Charge of the publick and na- 
tional Worship and Sacrifices, muft fee, that 
all thefc Branches of Expence required an 
handfome Revenue or Civil Lift to difcharge 
them. And whofoever (hall further confider 
hovf neceffiiry it was to the political Govern- 
. ment, as well as to the Religion of the He^ 
^r^«? Nation, tpprefervea Reverence and Re- 
ipe<3: for the Prefence oijehovab^ as their 
God and King, (for this was the fundamen- 
tal Conftitution of their Government, as well 
as Religion) will fee how neceftary it alfo was, 
that the Palace of Jebpvab as Kmg, and the 
Prefence oijeboivab as God, fhould be equal 
in Dignity and Magnificence to the Palaces of 
neighbour Kings, and the Temples of neigh- 
bour Idol Gods. 

That this Branch of Revenue was adually 
appropriated to thefe Ufes of the Tabernacle, 
was long fince ohferved by a very learned 

Author^ 
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Author, in whofe Words I ihall choa& to 
exprefs it : 

" 'there were two Sorts of Treafurers to 
'* the fecred Revenues, fome were Treafurers 
'* of the firft Fruits and Tithes, odiers of o- 
^^ ther Things iacred to God, and confecrat- 
" ed to him, as Vows^ and theReclpmption of 
^\ them, feem to be, the Firfl^born alfo, and 
Shekels of the Sanctuary ; and finally all 
Things, which being turned into Money, 
were offered in the Tempk. From this 
" laft Treafury was taken what was necefla* 
^' ry iot the ckily Sacrifices on the Sabbaths 
^\ and New Moons, aiKl more ibfemn Feafi^ 
^' on the Spices, CXntnaents, Flour* Ofi^ringg 
^' of Wine and Oil, Frajokincenie and Shew- 
" br«u}* — The Portions of tlje Priefts and 
" Levites were paid them from the Treafury 
"oftbefirftSort,*" 

That Branch of Revenue, which arofe ftom ^^u^^ 
the Half-ihekei Poll-tax, will deferve a par* SbUeL 
ticular Confideration, for other Reafons be- 
fides that mod extraordinary Account a late 

Author 

* Quod vero ad quaeflores remm (acranim attinet, duo 
feerunt genera, quidam enim arant primitiariun ic decimii* 
ruip. Alii aliarum rerum Deo (acrarttm, aat edam code- 
cratanun, ejufmodi videntur, fiiiiS: vota, eoromque redemp* 
tiones, & primogenitorura, fidi fandloariiy denique omnia 
ilia qas in pecuniam redafta templo offerebantor. £x 
tliefiiuro poAerioris generis deproinebantur,qa$erant necef* 
iaria ad lacriiicium juge, facrificia fabbatoram» neomenia- 
ram, $c feiioram folemnium, aromata, unguenta, iimilam 
libanuda vioi & olei. tkas & panes jpropofitionis. £x tilie*^ • 
(aoro priori^ generis dabantur Sacerdotibtts, & Levitis fu« 
pofdones. ' 'Bertram de Ref. Jud. L xv. /. 271. 
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Author has given the World of it. The 

Law itielf, bv which this Tax was raifed, thus 

^ ^^^ chads ; And the I/^d /pake unto Mofes^ Cay^ 

1 1, &c* ing^ ivhen thou takeji the Sum of the Children 

oflftael after their Number^ then Jhall they 

give every Man a Rtmfom for his Soul unto 

the Lord^ mhen thou number efi them ; that there 

be no Plague amongfi them^ when thou num-- 

berejl them. This they Jkall give every one 

that pafjeth among them that axe numbered^ 

half a Shekel^ after the Shekel of the SanSluary^ 

(a Shekel is twenty Gerahs) an Half-Shekel 

Jhall be the Offering of the Lord. Every me 

that pqffetb among them that are numbered^ 

from twenty Tears old and upwards^ Jhail 

give an Offering unto the Lord. The Rich 

Jhall not give more^ and the Foot Jhall not 

give lefs than half a Shekel^ when they give 

an Offering to the Lord^ to make an Atone- 

ment for your Souls. And thou Jhalt take the 

Atonement-money of the Children of Ifrael^ 

and Jhall appoint it for the Service of the 

Tabernacle oj the Congregation^ that it may be 

a Memorial unto the Children of Ifrael be^ 

fore the Lord^ to make an Atonement for your 

Souls. 

It is plain on the firft View of this Law, 
that whatever Sum of Money this Poll-tax 
might amount to, it was no Part of the Por- 
tion of the PrieAs and Levites ; for it is ex- 
prcfly appropriated to the Service of the Ta- 
Dcrnacle of the Congregation, in particular 

towards 
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toM^ds the Building, or Ornaments of it, as 
Bifhop Patrick hasjuftly obferved on the 
twelfth Verfe. This manifeftly appears in 
the After-application of it j for this Money 
which amounted to an hundred Talents and 
a thoufand feven hundred and threescore and^^^^^ 
fifteen Shekels^ was all laid out in the Orna-xxxviii, 
ments of the Sanftuary, and Vail, and Pil- ^^* ^^•^ 
lars of the Tabernacle, 

It further deferves Obfervation, that the 
Law piakes the Payment of this Half-flie- 
kel only an occafional Tax for that time 
and occafion, on ereding the Tabernacle ; 
there is no mention, not the leaft intimation 
in the Law, that it was to be raifed annual- 
ly, and to continue an annual Charge on 
the People. 

The learned Jlinfworth^ has therefore ex- 
prefsly obferved : ** Some do think that this. 
*^ Commandment was but for the prefent 
" Building of the Sanduary, and not to be 
*' a yearly Tribute/' And this Opinion, how 
ftrange foever it may feem at firfl, fince the 
Conftitutions of the Talmudijls have conti- 
nued it ib long as an annual Payment, as to 
wear out the memory of the ancient Ufage, 
is yet greatly countenanced by tliefe two 
Gonfiderations. For 

Firft, The Law itfclf does certainly not 

make it an annual Payment ; now Laws 

that are made for raifing Money, are never 

ufed' to be fo locfc as to dired:only one Pay- 

H raent, 

♦ Alnfr^Korth on Verfe i6. 
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ment, and on a particular occafion, and thb' 
ah extraordinary one too, if they defigned 
fuch Money fhould be raifed annually and 
continue to be raifed every Year, when the 
extraordinary occafion for which it was given 
fhould ceafe. Whatever Reafons then the 
Talmidijis might have to perfuade the He^ 
brew Nation afterwards to raife this PoU-Tax 
annually, they could have no reafbn to lay 
any Obligation on the Hebrews from the o- 
rigiual Law, which gives not the leaft Direc- 
tion or Intimation concerning it. Befides, 

Secondly, There is no Injiance^ or any 
Precedent in the whole Hebrew Hiftory, 
of any fuch Payment annually, or any Inti* 
mation that it was a ftated Revenue of the 
Tabernacle or facred Treafurc, according to 
the Conftitutions o£ Mofes^ and original Laws 
of the Hebrew Government, - 
• Afterwards, it is well known, the Payment 
of an Half -fhekel became an annual Poll-Tax. 
There is a particular Title in the Talmudical 
Conftitutions called Schekalim*^ which very 
particularly directs how it is to be payed^ 

By thefe Conftitutions- of the Talmudifis^ 
all Perfons, Pricfts and Levites as well as If-- 
raelites^ were equally to pay this Tax j for 
the Conftitutions declare none excepted, but 
Women, Servants, and Children* They 
further make the Ufes of this Money alto- 
gether />z^^//V/^, ',nA allow not any the leaft 
part of it for the Priefts or Levites. Let the 

learned 

♦ Schekalim, L i. f. 5, 4. 
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learned Selden give a juft account df it, ac- 
cording to the Conftitutions of the Talmu-- 
dijls. 

" From this facred Treafury were fiip- 
^* plied, not only the daily, monthly, yearly 
" and fabbatical Sacrifices, but alfo the Priefts 
*' and High-Priefts Veftments, and other 
** things belonging to the Worfhip ; more* 
^^ over, the Penfions of the Cenfors or Cura- 
tors of the Cities^ of thofe who taught 
the Priefts the Rites of Sacrificing, and 
the like ; of thofe who corredled the Books 
which were written at JerufaleM-, of thofe 
who were employed in the Adminiftra- 
tion of Juftice, and of other Servants and 
Works of the Commonwealth, t^inally^ 
" the Expences of repairing Walls, Caftles, 
" Water-courfes, and fuch things, were payed 
** out of it, and this always according to a 
" Rate fettled by the great Council, or 
•^ Sanhedrim*." 

The Poll, tax then, which a late f Author 
would reprefent as a moft extraordinary Re- 
venue for the Priefts, and as an enormous Op- 
H 2 preflion 

* £x ^rario hoc facro, non folum facriiicia >lla, qaotidiana« 
Inenftrua* annua, {:»bbatica, fappeditabantur, atque veftcs fa- 
cerdotales> poncificifeque, alia item ad cultum fped^ancia ; ve- 
rum etiam Cenforum, five Curatorum Urbis i corum qui la- 
cerdotes ritus immolandi^ atque id genus alios docercnt^ libros 
Hicrofolymis defcriptos corrigcrent, Judicia exercerent, alic- 
rum etiam fjuiinodi Reipubiicas minillrorUm, operarumque 
ftipendia, ac me;cedes in muros, arces, aquaedudtus,, id genu* 
caetera reficienda, aliofque non diffimiltfS fumptus, fobebantur, 
idque juxta Syncdrii magni Temper taxacionem. ^/fU^n £0 
^nedr. L iii. c. x. §.3. Vol. JI. 1684. 

t Moral Philof. Vol. II. 137, ^(. 
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preflion of the Hebrew Nation, through the 
Knavery of Mofes^ will really (hew fuch an 
inftance of enormous Ignorance^ or fome- 
thing worfe in our Author, as is not to be 
excufed in any Man who fhall pretend to 
write on the Subjedl : For, let the amount 
of this Tax be what it will, the Priefts and 
Levites were to pay it in common and equal- 
ly with the whole Nation, and the Ufes of 
it were appropriated fblely to the publick 
Charge gf the Nation; nor had the Priefts 
or Levites the Difpofal of any part of it in 
their own Hands, all was to be ordered by 
the gre^t Council of the Nation or Sanhe- 
drim. 

After all, what was the real Value of this 
Revenue, which is reprefented as fb enor- 
mous? Our Author has given a very extraor- 
dinary Account of it. He reckons it the Sum 
of half a Shekel, payable three times every 
Year ; he reckons the Value of a Shekel at 
ten Shillings, and fuppofing it was paid by 
a million and fix hundred thoufand Perfons, 
according to the Poll in the Days of Joaby 
he concludes, it was equal to two millions 
and four hundred thoufand Shekels, or to one 
mil' ion and two hundred thoufand Pounds 
Sterling a Year ; aconfiderable Sum indeed ! 

But, in the firft place, our Author can know 
nothing at all, whether any Sum was ever 
paid, according; to Joab's Poll, of one mil- 
lion and fix hundred thoufand Perfons, or., 
whether there was any fuch Tax in bcipg for 

fome 
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iome hundreds of Years, both before and af- 
ter the Days of "^oab or David. There is 
no mention of it in any part of the Hiftory, 
there is no Law that requires it, nor is there 
any full Precedent of it any where to be 
found, till after the Deftrud:ion of the firft 
Temple, with which Mofes and the original 
Conftitution of the Hebrew Government have 
nothing at all to do. 

Befides, what was it ftruck our Author*s 
Imagination to fancy this Tax was to be paid 
three times every Year? This is. a Blunder, 
for which there is not the leaft ihadow of 
Reafbn, nor do I believe it ever enter'd into 
any Man's Head, but our Author's. All Au- 
thors without exception, that I have ever 
met with, make it a yearly Payment, not 
three times a Year. All agree with the learn- 
ed SelJen^, " This facred Tribute was an- 
*' nual." And the Teftimony of Jofephus^ 
aliedged by him, puts it out of queftion, that 
Vefpafian " ordered the Half-fhekel to be 
" paid every Year to the Capitol^ as it was 
" before ufed to be paid to the Temple of 
^* yerufalem.'' And yet this enormous Blun- 
der makes our Author's Computation, even 
in his own way of reckoning, three times 
as much as it fliould be, and reduces his 
Sum of one million and two hundred thou- 
fand Pounds to four hundred thoufand 
Pounds a Year. 

H 3 But 

♦ Selden ib. p. ifi^Z, 
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But to fet afide all thefe chimerical Calcu-* 
Jations, let us fee what it did really produce ;' 
we have a real Poll and the Sum it produced 
to a Shekel in the Mofaical Hiftory. The 
Exodus PqII ^yas taken on fix hundred three thou- 
s^, 26. f^rid five hundred and fifty Men, and the 
Slim at half a Shekel a Head, was one hun- 
dred Talents, one thoufand feven hundred 
theefcore and fifteen Shekels. This is fo 
cxa<5t, that when we know the Value of a 
Shekel and Talent, we know tp a Shilling 
the Supi in Englijh Money. 

Whatever Difference there may be, as to 
the exaft Value of a Shekel, and fo of a Ta- 
lent, no one before our Author was ever fo 
whimfically extravagant as to reckon the 
Shekel at ten Shillings. 

A very ufual Ipftimatioii of the Shekel is at 
fomewhat lefs than half an Ounce Troy*y a 
little more than two Shillings and three- 
pence Englijh Money : Then the Sum yr'iVi 
be thirty-four thoufand four hundred and 
pleven Pounds near. 

But if we take the Valuation pf the She-r 
kel from the very accurate Accounts of Bifliop 
Hooper^ and the Agreement between the 
Hebrew^ the Phcenician^ and the Attick 
Weight of SoJon^ taken from the Tynan^ 
the Shekel will be the fame V/eight with 
the Standard Tetradrachm of Athens. 

As this moft judicious Author has obferv- 
ed feveral Valuations of the Drachma, one 
at the Weight of 68,4. Grains, which he 

fuppofeg 
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^ppofes to hold from Solon to Alexander • 
anotherat 65,5 Grains, from thence to the 
Subjcdlion of Greece to the Romans ; and 
ahother of 62,57 Grains, equal to the De- 
narii under the firft Roman Emperors ; let ,. * 
us compute this hundred Talents, one thou- 
iand feven hundred threefcore and fifteen 
Shekels at the higheft rate of 68,4 Grains 
to the Drachma, which will make the Te- 
tradrachm or Shekel fomewhat more than 
our half Ounce Troy ; then the Sum will be 
forty four thoufand four hundred and thirty- 
fix Pounds near*. 

What fort of moral Computation muft 
our Author have ufed, to fwell his Account 
to one million and two hundred thoufand 
Pounds ; for he feems to underftand com- 
mon Numbers well enough to have feen thft 
Truth. 

But our Author would have it, that the 
Value of a Shekel, is not to be taken from 
its Weight in Silver, which yet fure is the 
intrinfick Value of all Coins; but from the 
Proportion of Money to other things. He 
produces an Inftance to fhew, that a Shekel 
ought to be computed at ten or twelve 
Shillings, for the Law direfts a Man's Efti- Leviticus 
mation at fifty Shekels, But whoever confi-^^'^^* *'J 
ders this very Inftance, will fee, it can no 
ways agree with his Value of a Shekel. The 
Law therefetstheEftimationof a Vow. Thefe 
fettled Eftimations in the Law feem to be de- 
H 4 fign'd 

* Hooper's Enquiry, 3J5, 337, 
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fign'd as a Modus not only to prevent all 
Difputes, but to fix the Valuation at an eafy 
Numbers rate. Thus the Redemption of the firft- 
S-xlii.^^^^ is fixed at five Shekels, and the firft- 
13 . ' ling of an Afs at a Lamb or Kid ; vrhich, con- 
fidering the general Ufe and Value of Afles 
to ride upon and for Beafts of Burthen, (for ' 
they had then no Horfes) was a very moderate 
Eftimation. And as Vows were voluntary 
Afts, a low Valuation to encourage them 
feems much more likely to be defign'd in the 
Law, than fetting a very high Valuation, 
which would probably difcourage them, if 
not altogether prevent the making of any. 

Now if thefe fifty Shekels are to be com- 
puted at ten Shillings each, the Redemption- 
Money will come to twenty-five Pounds, a 
full Price for a Servant, an exceffive Price 
for the Redemption of a Vow; whereas fifty 
Shekels, according to Bifhop Hooper's Valua- 
tion ufed above, will make the Redemption 
above feven Pounds feven Shillings, which is 
a fufficient Eftimation for fuch a Redemp- 
tion : So that our Author's Calculation of 
this fuppofed annual Tax, at one million and 
two hundred thoufand Pounds a Year, is an 
over-reckoning of one million one hundred 
and fifty thoufand Pounds ^^r yinnum. 

And if after all, this Tax was not annual, 

as I am fiiUy perfuaded is the Truth of the 

. Cafe, and that it was not paid above once or 

twice occafionally, from the time of erecting 

the Tabernacle to the Peftruftion of the firft 

Temple, 
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Temple, that is, for above nine hundred 
Years ; our Author will have overcharged the 
Payments of the Hebrews above a thoufand 
million of Pounds Sterling; more than as 
much again as the Purchafe of all the Lands 
in England^ in Fee, would amount to at 
twenty-five Years Purchafe. 

It is the more neceflary to be thus parti- 
cular, in fhewing what was not the Portion 
of the Sons of Levi^ by the Mojaical Con- 
ftilution, bccaufc without a juft Obfervation 
of this Diftin£tion we can neither rightly un« 
derftand the true State of the Tribe oi Levi, 
or the true Nature and IJft of the publick 
Revenues of the Hebrew Government ; for 
thefe were all the Revenues, for the Civil 
Government, Laws and Religion of the 
whole Nation ; and coniidering all thefe Ufes 
of them, it will appear one of the moft mo- 
derate, ancient or modern Hidory can furniih 
us with. 

But let us now fee, what tht proper Pro^Pr9per 
vifion for the Tribe of Levi was. Their ^^^5* 
proper Provifion, as a Tribe, confifted in two Jitcs.' 
Articles: In forty-eight Cities, with their 
Territory for their Habitation ; and in the 
Tithe of all the Produce of Fruit and Cattle. 
Both thefe are pretty well underftood in ge- 
neral, but the political Wifdom of this In- 
Aitution is not fo well underftood as it de- 
ferves to be, becaufe it arifcs from feme Ob- 
fervations which are commonly overlooked. 

AU 
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Ail the Sons of Leviy including both 
Pricfts and Levites, were to have no Property 
in any of the Lands of Canaan^ except only 
in forty-eight Cities for their Habitation* 
This is an exprefs and {landing Law : And 

Numbers y^bf^ab /pake utito Aorofi^ thou Jbalt have 

xviii.2o. no Inheritance in their Land^ neither Jhak 
thou hfve any Part among them. I am thy 
Party and thine Inheritance among the Children 
of Ifrael. 

But when the Levites were to have no 

cuiel^'* Inheritance, as one of the Tribes of Ifrael^ 
it was ncceflary they fhould have Hotfes to 
live in; and it was convenient and wife, 
thefe Habitations fhould be {o difpofed as to 
enable them to perform the proper Duties of 
their Office in the beft Manner -, therefore 
the Law affign'd to them forty^eight Cities, 
fome in each of the Tribes in which they 
were to dwell, and fo by the Refidence of 
fome of the Levites in every one of the 
Tribes, they might moft conveniently per- 
form the Services to which they were ap- 
pointed. Thus therefore the Law enads: 

Numbers Command the Children of Ifrael that they 
give unto the Levites of the Inheritance of 
their Pojfeffion^ . Cities to dwell in ; and ye 
Jhall give alfo unto the Levites^ Suburbs 
for the Cities round about them. . • . . . And 
ye Jhall meafure from without the City on 
the Eajl two thoujand Cubits^ md on the 
South^jide two thoujand Cubits^ and on 
the Weft-Jide two tboufand Cubits^ and on 

the 
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tke North-^ two thmfand CuUts^ and the 

Otyjhall be in the midji j tbisjbalide to them 
the Suburbs of the Cities. . • . So all the Cities i^^jg^bcn 
' wbicb yeJhaU give to the Levitesjhall be forty ^oarr. $. 
and eight Cities ^ tbemjhall ye give nvitb their 
Suburbs j and the Cities which ye Jhall give^ 7» 8. 
Jhallbe of the Pofjeffim of the Children of IfraeU 
from them that have many^ ye fiall give many \ 
but from them that have few^ ye fhall give 
few ; every one Jhall give if his Cities unto the 
JLeviteSy according to bis inheritance which be 
inheritetb. 

When this Law was put in Execution^ we 
find the Levitical Cities were thus allotted : 

Out of the Tribes of Judab^ Simeon and joft. wL 

Benjamin^ - - - - I34»S»6»7» 

]£phraimy Dan, Half-Tribe o( Manafeb^ 10 

Other Half-Tribe of Manajfeh, IJJacbar, 

jijher^ 2ind Napbtali, - - - 13 

Zebulun^ Reuben ^ and Gad^ - - - 12 

Each of thefe Cities containing four thoufand 
Cubits Square for their Suburbs or Territory, 
had about eight hundred and ten Acres ii* 
iign'd to each of them, according to the 
lefTer Cubit, and about eleven hundred and 
one according to the Meafiire of the greater 
Cubit; the Sum of which for the forty-eight 
Qties, will amount to about fifty-two thou- 
fand eight hundred and forty-eight Acres. 
This you will obfcrve is a very material Cir- 
puipft^pc?. It 



Digitized by 



Google 



Xo8 Of the Gvil Governmint 

It fhews what a fmall Proportion thefe Ci- 
ties of the Levites bore to the reft of the pro- 
mifed Lands and it opens another great Mi- 
ftake of a modern Author *, who remarks, 
that the Lands of the Levites would feem to 
amount to a feventh Part of the whole Coun- 
try, tho' he is pleafed to let them pafs for a 
tenth. 

In a foregoing Computation of the Con- 
tents of the promised Land, it appeared, that 
at a larger Computation it contained nine- 
teen millions and two hundred thoufand 
Acre§; at a mean Computation, fourteen 
millions nine hundred and twenty fix thou- 
fand s and at the lowed Computation, eleven 
millions two hundred and fixty-four thoufand. 
This would allow a large Remainder for pub- 
lick Ufcs, near twenty-three times as much 
as all the Levitical Cities amounted to: 
for when ten millions of Acres had been 
fhared among the Tribes, the Remainder is 
one million and two hundred thoufand A- 
cres and better; whereas all the Levitical 
Cities did not amount to fifty-three thou- 
fand. You will then perceive at the very 
loweft Computation of the Contents of the 
Land of Canaan^ that the Lands of the Le- 
vitical Cities are fo far from the Propor- 
tion of one feventh or one tenth, that they 
have not near the full Proportion of one in 
two hundred. But you will fay, the If- 
raelites were not in full Poflefiion of the 

promifcd 
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promifed Land according to the original 
Grant, the Canaanites remained many of 
tliem flill in the Land. Be it fb ; was this 
the Fault of Mofes and the Conftitution, or 
was it the Fault of the Ifraelites and a Breach 
of the Conflitution, that the Canaanites were 
fuffered to remain in the Land with them ? 
However, wliat Proportion of the Land will 
you fiippofe the Ifraelites did poffefs ? Will 
you allow it to be an half ? Even on fuch 
Suppofition, the Lands afligned to the Levi- 
tical Cities, will not amount to one in a hun- 
dred ; a Proportion fbmewhat leis than a ie- 
vcnth or a tenth. 

This is a true Computation of the Pro- 
portion of the Levitical Cities to the whole 
Land of Ifrael^ if the four thoufand Cubits 
include the Areas of the Cities which are 
direAed to be built in the midft ; and this 
is the Opinion of many learned Men. Me^ 
nocbius * has given a Plan of the Levitical 
Cities, with their Ground about them, in 
which he meafures the two thoufand Cubits 
each Way from the Centre of the whole 
Ground s and fo from the middle of the 
City, which he fuppofcs to meafurc a thou- 
fand Cubib within and a thoufand Cubits 
without the Walls, each Way from the Cen- 
tre. But not to depend on the Opinions of 
learned Men, let us fee what the Law itfelf 
dircds. It is faid at the fourth Verfe, ^WMumben 
the Suburbs of the Cities which ye (hall give^^^^- 4»r 

to 
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to the Levites^ Jhall reach from the Wall 
of the Uty^ and outward a thoufand Cubits 
roundabout. Now in meaforitig from the 
Wall of the City outward, the l^w appoints 
one thoufand Cubits only, not two thou- 
fand ; which Grotius fecms well to exprefs *, 
" It was but one thoufand Cubits to the Ci- 
** ties." The next Verfe indeed directs, you 
Jhall meafure from without the Gty on the 
Eafl'fide two thoufand Cubits • and fo each 
Way. At firft View it is plain, that thefe two 
Diredlions cannot be meant of the fame Mea- 
fure, from and to the very fame Place, or 
from the Walls of the. City to the End of 
the Ground without the Walls ; it muft be 
meant of different Meafures, and therefore 
of different Places. In the firft Cafe, meafure 
from the Walls outward to the End of the 
Suburbs, and it will be a thoufand Cubits : 
In the bther Cafe, meafure from without the 
City, or from the End of the Suburbs inward, 
and fo into the City, and to the Centre of the 
whole Ground, and it will be two thoufand 
Cubits each Way. 

This gives a jufl and eafy Senfe to thefe 
Directions, and the Difference is no more 
than meafuring outward from the Walls in 
one Cafe, and from the Parts without the 
City into the City itfelf in the other Cafe : 
fo that one Meafure gives the Contents of 
the Suburbs alone, the other the Contents of 
the Suburbs and Cities together. 

Yet 

f Spatittm mille Cttbitonun acceiTio Urbium, 
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Yet as it is thought by fome^ that the A» 
reas of the Cities are not included in the 
four thoufand Cubits fquare, let an Addition 
be made for the Areas of the Qties : What 
ihall it be, a thoufand, lifteen hundred, or 
two thoufand Cubits iquare ? Be it two thou-* 
fand, then the whole being a Square of fix 
thou&nd Cubits, or thirty*iix millions of 
iquare Cubits, will be fomewhat more than 
as much again as the former Computation, 
or as thirty-fix to fixtcen. Let then, if you 
will, an Allowance be made to the Leviti- 
cal Cities of an hundred and ten thoufand 
Acres, inftcad of near fifty-three thoufand in 
the former Calculation, this will not amount 
to a tenth of the Remainder of one million 
two hundred thoufand Acres, after the Divi- 
fion of ten millions,and is not one in a hundred 
to eleven millions two hundred and fixty-four 
diouland, the very loweft Contents of the 
whole Land. 

The Tenth however, it may be faid, wasa^-^^^, 
very unequal Portion for the Levites. Our 
Author's Computation of this Revenue, is as 
curious and exadt as his former Calculations 
have appeared to be. 

*' This, he fays, was a Tenth of all the 
" original natural Produce of the Soil, in 
" Corn, Oil, Wine, and Fruit ; and as this 
** Tenth was free from Labour and Expence, 
*' it muft have been at leaft three Tenths of 
" the annual Rent of the Land. After this 
** had been taken away, the Pricfthood had a 

*• Tenth 
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** Tenth of all the Beafts and the firft-born of 
<^ all Beafts > this muft have much exceeded a 
^< Tenth, but I (hall reckon them both at two 
** Tenths, or one Fifth; now fince the Stock 
" upon an Eftate muft, upon an Average, a- 
^' mount to at leail two annual Rents, one 
" Fifth will be two Fifths or four Tenths of 
** the annual Rent, which with the other three 
" make feven Tenths*/' The following Ar- 
ticles of the Levitical Cities, and the Half- 
fhekel Poll-tax, which, with ourAuthor,make 
three Tenths more, to fhew the Revenue of 
the Priedhood amounted to the full annual 
Rent of the whole Land, have been fo fully 
confidered before, that I fliall beg Leave to 
caft them out of this Reckoning, cfpecially 
as in our prefent Queftion concerning the 
Tithes, it is moft certain they could not be 
any Part of them. 

But are not fcven Tenths of the annual 
Rent a moft burdcnfome Tax ? Does it not 
amount to fourteen Shillings in the Pound ? 
True ; but what if our Author's Computa-- 
tions of feven Tenths prove, on Examination, 
like his foregoing Calculations ? Examine 
them, and fee. 

The Priefthood had, he fays, a Tenth of 
the natural Produce of the Soil in Corn, 
Oil, Wine, and Fruit. This was then a Tenth 

of the natural Produce Of what Soil, 

I befeech you ? Not fure of Pafture, Mea- 
dow, Wood-lands, or Timber j not then of 

the 
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the whole Land, as our Author would have 
you underiband it. 

• The Reafons for which be to himfelf $ but 
till our Author can afcertain how much of the 
Land of Canaan produced Corn, Wine, Oil, 
and Fruits, he muft certainly conclude with^ 
out Premifles, when he makes it amount to 
any determined Proportion of the whole 
Land, or even to afcertain any Sum for the 
Produce of the arable Lands or Fruit-*Grounds 
themfelyes. 

It is probable the arable Lands and Fruit<- 
Grounds^ were not a third part of the whole 
Country, and then our^Author's Computa** 
tion, inftead of three Tenths of the annual 
Rent of the whole, will be but one third 
of a Tenth of the whole Produce ; that is, 
it will be no more of the whole Produce than 
three Pounds fix Shillings and eight-pence /^r 
Cent. 

As to. the. Tithes of Cattle, you will ob- 
ferve that the Firft-born, as has been fhewn 
before, belongs to another Account ; what- 
ever that Revenue was, it belonged to thtTrea^ 
fury of the Temple, and was no Part of the 
proper Revenue of the Levitcs. 

" But the Priefthood, fays our Author, 
" hada Tenth of all the Beafts ; this muft 
" have exceeded a Tenth, but I fhall reckon 
" them at two Tenths or one Fifth. And 
" fince the Stock upon an Eftate muft, 
" upon an Average, amount to at Icaft two 
'V annual Rents j one Fifth will be two 
- I : " Fifihs. 
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** Fifths, or four Tenths, of the annual 
" Rent/' 

Here we milft ilk our Author, what an- 
nual Rent does he mean ? Sure he (hould 
mean no other Rent than of the Pafture- 
Grounds j for what fort of Cattle are Corn- 
fields, Olive-trees, or Vines ufed to produce ? 
Here too our Author concludes without Prc- 
miffes, till he can afcertain what was the 
Proportion of Paftore-Ground to the reft of 
the Land of Canaan. It might be, for any 
thing he knows to the contrary, but one 
Tenth, orbuthalf a Tenth of the whole Pro- 
duce } tbo' he puts it down at four Tenths, 
with his ufual AfTurance. 

There is another Queftion, thatdeferves 
particular Attention on this Head. The 
Priefthood had, our Author (ays, one TcntE 
of all the Beafts : What, had the Priefthood 
one Tenth of all the Beafts, fed in all the 
Faftures of the Hebrew Land? Had the 
Priefts the tenth Fleece of all Sheq) fed in 
them, or any Confideration for the Herbfl^ 
or Feeding of any Cattle throughout the 
whole Land ? Where do you find any fuch 
Conftitution, or Cuftom ? The Law only 
.. direds*, concerning the Tithe of the Herd, 
^v.xxvu.^^ 5/' ibe Flock, even of whatfoever paffetb 
under the Rod, the Tenth Jhail be holy m-- . 
to the Lord. As to the Cuftom of Tithing, 
according to this Law, let the learned iSin^ 
den inform us : •* For their Cattle— — of 
*' the Increafe (^them, one Tithe only Wis 
I ** j&id; 
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** paid, and that to the Levitt. Atthe'fith- 
" ing they ufcd to fhut the Lambs, for Ex- 
** amplei m a Sheep-coat, where the Straitnefs 
" of the Door might permit but one at once 
" to come out I then opening the Door, ei- 
** ther gently to hunt them out, or placing 
** the Ewds bleating near them without, fo 
** to caufe ihem to run out one by one, a 
" Servant ftanding at the Door, with a Rod 
" coloured with Oker, folemnly told to the' 
" Tenth, which Tenth with his Rod he 
^' marked : So they underftand going und^f 
" the Rod V 

For all our Author*s Dexterity in Calcufef- 
tiofi, to make the Tithes of the Hebrewt 
amount to a full annual Rent of the whole 
Land, you evidently fee it does not amount 
to one Tenth of the annual Produce ; which 
according to his ownEftimate of the Produce^ 
equal to three anf)ual Rents, will not be a 
full Qgartef of the whole : for it is moreover 
ta be dbferved^ that the whole Land was 
Bot Tithablcj no Woodlands, no Timber^ 
or Syha cadua^ paid any Tithe at all ; eveu 
the whole Cattle, the moil conlidcrable Part 
of the Hebrew Husbandry, paid only a Tithe 
of the Young. So that when the tenth 
Lamb, Calf, &€. were paid for Tithe, the 
Remainder paid nothing more, either in 
Wool or for Herbage, bow many Years for- 
ever they were kept for any Ufe* So that the 
vfrhofc Country of the Hebrews did by no 
I 2 means 

• Scldenof Tithes, c.ii. $.$• V. 111. p. 1085 ♦ 
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means pay aTenth of the Produce. Thcgreatcf 
Part of the Land in Quantity, and likely the 
larger Produce in Quality, all the Woodlands 
and Grafing-grounds, either paid nothing at 
all, or fo fmall a Matter that it could not a- 
mount to near one Tenth. 

But is there not mention of a fecond, and 
even of a third Tithe I As there is a little Ob- 
fcarity in what the Hebrew Authors have 
written concerning this Tithe, which feems 
to have mifled fome into miftaken Notions, 
as if this was a Part of the Levitical or Na- 
tional Revenue, and to have given Occafion 
to others to mifreprefent the Hebrew Con- 
ftitiition as unreafonably partial to the Lc- 
. vites ; let it be examined fomewhat more par^ 
ticularly, 
Dcut.xiv. There is a Diredion in the Law, T^hou 
^h 24- Jhalt eat before the Lord thy God in the Place 
which be Jhall choofe to place bis Name there ^ 
the Tithe of thy Corny of thy Wine^ and of 
thine Oil, and the Firjllings of thy Herdi and 
of thy Fhcksy that thou mayeft kam to fear 
the Lord thy God always. It is further di- 
^j recited, that if the Place be too far, thenfhalt 
^thou turn it into Money ^ and bind up the Mh 
hey in thine Hand^ and /halt go to the Place 
ithicb the Lord thy God Jhall choofe. To 
what Ufes rfhis Money was appropriated, the 
2^^ 'Law further declares j And thou Jhalt be/low 
' that Money for wbatfoever thy Soul lufietb after i, 
for Oxfny or Jor Sheepy or for Wine^ or for 

frong 
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ftrongDrink^ or wbatfoever thy Soul dejireth -^ 
andibou Jhalt eat there before the Lord thy^ 
Gody and thou Jhalt rejoice^ thou and thy 
Hmjhold. The plain Meaning of this Law is 
no other than, an Injundlion on the Hebrew 
Nation, to ufe one Part of their Income in 
Hofpitality, to rejoice in the Goodncfs of 
God when they came bejfbre his Prefencc, to 
acknowledge they owed all their Bleillngs to 
his Proteftion and Favour, and to glad the 
Hearts of the Poor, the Fathevlefs and the 
Widow, with a chearful Entertainment, imi- 29. 
tating the Goodnefs of God to thcmfelves by 
fuch Adts of Kindne/s to others ; but this 
was left intircly to the Owner, and his Good- 
will, on what to fpend it, and whom to en- 
tertain. He is exprefly allowed to lay it out 
for wbatfoever bis Soul luftetb after ^ or defiretb. 
This is therefore not unfitly called by the He-- 
brew Writers, The Tithe of Feafts, and the 
Poor Man's Tithe. 

But what was the third Tithe ? The fol- 
lowing Dire6tion of the Law may explain it. 
At the End of three Tears thou fhalt bring ^^^ 
forth all the Uitbe of thine Increafe the fame 
Yeary and thou Jhalt lay it ub within thy Gates j 
and tbeLevite (becaufe he hath no Part nor In-- 
beritance with thee J and the Stranger^ and the 
FiftherlefSy and the Widow^ which are within 
thy GateSy Jhall come and eat and be fatisjied^ 
that the Lord thy God may blefs thee in all 
the Work of thine Hand which thou doeji. 
I 3 This 
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This Is a Dircdlion how th^ Tithe of Feafts, 
or of the Poor, ftiQuld be ufcd the third Te^r^ 
It was not to be fpent every Year at the Place 
of the Prefencc, or where the Sbecbfnab xo-^ 
fided ; but the third Year it was to be fper^t 
ftt home in their own City, So that what h 
called iht third I'ithe^ is what the Law fpeakp 
of as the Tithe of the third Tear ^ which wa5 
to be fpent ?very third Year in their own 
Cities. 

Let us fee how the learned Selden repre-p 
fents this Matter : " This firft Tenth pai4* 
" {viz. the Lcvitcs Tenth) the ren^aining 
" nine were accounted profane, or for copa-f 
^* mon Vki yet not to be fpent by tb^ 
*• Poffeflbr, until he had taken out pf 
*' thefe nine another Tithe, which he w^^ 
^ ^ the firft two Years to carry tp yerufakm^, 
<« — -and fpend it there at the Temple in 
** Fcafts^^rr^and every third Year the /June he 
** was to fpend uppn the Poor and Levites^^ 
^^ within his own Gates. — This other Tithe' 
" they call their fecond Tithe, or Tithe of 
^' Feafts. — Some make a third, as Tcbit ; 
*' --but he means only the Tithe of the Shir^ 
^' Year; that is, the Tithe which every, third 
*^ Year after the firft Tithe paid was' to be 
^^ laid up by (he Hufbandman in his own 
• "' Gates, for the Levites within his G^t?5, 
^* the Stranger, the Fathcrlefs, and th? Wir 
• ' dow, which Jofephus alfo names a. third 
** Tithe to be bcftowed every third Year; %nd 
i^ this the Jialfiim call the Poor Map's 

** Tithei 
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•* Tithe ; and it is alfo intituled a third, bat 
** i&lls better under the fecond of our Divi- 
** fion, and rued tint to be made a third: JVor 
*^ isit'^r 

Thcfe fecond and third Tithes then feem 
to be (me and the fame, only to be ufed dt 
different Times in a different Manner for two 
Years at the Place of the Prefence, and the 
third Year at home > but it is evident they 
were no Property of the Lcvites, no Na- 
tional Tax, or affigned for any publick Ufcst 
The Law appropriates them to Hofpitality, 
according as the Owner himfelf fhall choofe, 
to rejoice their Houflipld, the Stranger, the 
Fathcrleis, . and the Widow, among whom 
they were not to forfake the Levitcs; maoy 
. of whom, cfpccially their Fatherlcfs and Wi- 
dows, might ftand in rteed of their Neigh- 
bours Hofpitality, as much, perhaps more^ 
than the other Inhabitants of theit Cities. 

There is one thing relatmg to the Levitical Confidera^ 
Revenues, which a late, Author has V^^^^lTtZh''' 
over in deep Silence ; with -^rt enough for hisvites /^r' 
Purppfe, but hardly with that Regard iot the Tuber 
Truth one might have expeded from a 
Moral Fhilofopben Tbt Tithe is r eprefentr 
ed as very great, and ,the more vali^ble, as 
the Levstes had icx large a Portion of the 
JProduce of the Land affigned them without 
any Labour or Expence of their own ; but 
why were not the Rcafons and Copfiderations 
of this^ Affignmcnt taken into the Account ? 
I 4 To 

• Sdden of Tithes, c. ii. J. 2, 3. V. III. p. 1083, 
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To put a true Eftimatc on this Provifion for- 
the Levites, a Love of Truth and Juftice,' 
which I take to be Moral Virtues, require wc 
ihould obferve, whether any Confideration' 
was given for this Alignment, and what 
that Confideration was P It was not a burden- 
fome Tax on the other Tribes, only for their 
Support as a National Clergy ; for the Le- 
vites gave up their own Property and Pri- 
vileges as a Tribe to the Nation, and took 
upon themfelves the National Services of the 
Sandtuary and of the Law, as a Confideratioq* 
for it. 

The Tribe of Levi was one of the Tribes 
of Jfrael^ as much as Judah or Ephraim. 
It had as juft a Claim to a Proportion of the 
promifcd Land for an Inheritance as any of 
the other Tribes; the Tribe of Levi then had 
a previota natural Right to a Share in the 
Land in full Property, and to an indepen-* 
dent Government, as a Tribe under its own 
Prince, and Heads of Families, as any of the 
other Tribes had, according to the Hebrew 
Conftitution. 

Yet, as the peculiar Service of the Levites 
made it inconvenient their Time fhould be 
taken up with Hulbandry and Arms, or that 
they (hould live together as one Tribe, which 
would have been inconfiftent with their Study 
of the Law, and the National Advantages 
dcfign'd by their Knowledge of it ; it was 
appointed by the Conftitution, that they 
mould give up their Share of die Land to 

the 
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the Publick ; and for the better Service of 
the Publick, that they fhould part with their 
own Government and Security as a Tribe, by 
inhabiting together in one Province, and te 
fcparated throughout all the Tribes of Ifraely 
under the Government, and fubjedt to the 
Power of that Tribe where they had their 
Habitation. 

Now fo much of the Tithes, as the Levites 
thus purchafed for a valuable Confidcration, 
ought to be accounted their own proper E- 
ftate, as much as an Annuity paid by a Go- 
vernment for a Sum of Money advanced by 
the Annuitants for the Service of the Publick. 
LfCt us Juil obierve what this may reafonably 
amount to* 

The Levites were a thirteenth Tribe ; to ^ 
make the Computation lefs exceptionable, let 
their Proportion of Land be eftimated at a fif- 
teenth. Then in every hundred Pounds a 
Year Produce, the Levites Property would 
have been fix Pounds thirteen Shillings near. 
Now the Tenth of one hundred Pounds a 
Year amounting to ten Pounds, the Levites 
really received no more above their own 
Property, as one of the Tribes of Ifrael^ 
thin three Pounds feven Shillings, or not 
three and a half ^^r Cent. 

But there are other Confiderations of con- 
iiderable Confequence, as I apprehend, in this 
Computation. i 

The 
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The Levifes in this Exchange of a red 
Eftate for an Annuity, gave up Foj9tffion,and 
yielded away all the Advantages of perfonal 
Property, and independent Government. They 
traded folely to the national Faith, for the fe- 
cure Paynnient of their Annuity ; they divcft- 
ed themfelves of all Power of Re-entry upon 
Non-payment, and ran the hazard of the 
Infolvency of any Tribe, or any Part of the 
Country, either by ill Huibandry or acciden- 
tal Damages, by reafon of Contentions at 
Home, or Invafions from Abroad; fothat 
no Misfortune could befall either thoHe^eiv 
Nation, or any one of the Tribes, but the 
Levites Annuity muft feel it, and fuf&r a 
Deficiency by it. 

Further it may be obferved, how little to 
the purpofe the Moral Philofopher teis diftin- 
gui(hed between an annual Rent and an an- 
nual Produce. For the Property given by 
the Levites to the Publick, and actually dif- 
tributed among the other Tribes, gave up the 
annual Priklucey not an annual Rent only; 
and hsid tht Le^^tes kept thiiir Property m 
their own Poffeflion, they would have recei- 
ved not one Rent only, but the whole three 
Rents. It is true, then they mud have kept 
their Farms in their own Hands, and have 
been employ'd in Hufbandry with the reft of 
their Neighbours, which now others were to 
do for them ; but what then ? Was it an un- 
equal Convention, that the Nation fhould do 

for 
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for fhe Levites their Work of Hufbamdry, 
"^hcaxhc Levites were to do for the whole 
Nation all the Services of the S^nduary, and 
^▼ery where to afTift the Adoiiniftration of ' 
Jofbee, by thetr Study and Knowledge of the 
Law ? It was highly neceflkry fome Perfons 
ihoidd be appointed to thefe Services, when 
the LewUs were appointed to them, and 
freed ^U others of the Nation from them. 
It W{t8 moA eqiiitable, that the Nation fhould 
free the Levites to their Turn frpm-thc Care 
of Hufbandry, that they might be able to do 
the national Services for which they were ap«* 
pointed. 

Before we. take Leave of this Pait of the 
Hebrrwi Conftitqtiop, let us view it in one 
light which is not very common, though it 
ieems obvious and }d^n enough. 

The Rank of the Priefts and Levites, asCirr /• 
Miniftcrs of ReKgion, as the Men of beft^f;^^ 
Underftanding and Knowledge in the Laws, P0wir in 
as of great Intercft in the Nation, andlnflu-'^ ^• 
encc m the Adminiftration of Juftice, might^* ^* 
have proved too great a Balance of Power in 
orje Tribe, if they had retained vrith thefe 
Advantages a confiderable Property in Land, 
and an united independant Government in 
themfelves, as one of the Tribes of If- 
rael, according to the Model of the other 
Tribes or Provinces. 

I cannot but look upon it as a wife In- 

tentipn^ and an original Defign in the Con- 

« Aitution^ 
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jflitutioh, appointed with great political Skilt 
to cut off all poffible Abufe of fuch Power 
and Influence, as their Charader might give 
them. By thefe Means they were deprived 
of all Power to hurt the Liberty of the other 
Tribes, or any ways endanger the Coiiflitu- 
tion by any ambitious Views or Projefts : for 
not only all the Eftates of the Levites^ but 
their Perfons too, were gi^en into the Hands 
l)f the otherTribes, as fo many Hoftages, and 
as a Security for their good Behaviour. They 
were fofeparated from one another, that they 
could no Way mutually affift each other in 
any ambitious Defign. They were fo dif- 
pcrfed among the other Tribes, that it was 
abfolutely in their Power, upon any national 
Quarrel, or even on a Sufpicion of any ill 
Defigns of the Levites, to put a Stop to their 
whole Livelihood, and feize on all their Per- 
fons at once. You may hence perceive, that 
whatever Power or Influence the Conftitu- 
tion gave ihtLevites to do good, the fameCon- 
' ftitution carefully provided to put it out of their 
Power to do ill, either to dLfturb the Peace 
or endanger the Liberties of their Country, 
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CHAP. VII. 

Umon of the Tribes^ or general 
Q&vernment of the He bre w 

l>iatton. 

THE Polity of the Hebrew Government 
we have feen* fettled, each of the 
Tribes oiyrael in their Lots or Portions of 
the Holy Land, as fo many diftin<a Provin- - 
ces ; each Province having its particular Go- 
vernment or Scepter, and ordering its own 
Affairs by its own Princes, Heads of Fami- 
lies, Elders and Courts. The Tribe of Levi 
had a particular Conftitution, different from 
all the reft, as it was defigned for different 
Services of the Sandluary and the Law ; but 
the Wifdom of this Conflitution did not on- 
ly provide for the good Government of each 
Tribe within itfelf, it took care alfo to pro- 
vide for the common Welfare of the whole 
Nation, as it was to be one Kingdom of Je- 
bovab, to unite their Counfels, their whole 
Strength and Power, for the common De- 
fence and Profperity of the whole. 

But wherein this Union of the Tribes into 
one Body did confift, is not commonly fo 
well underfloodas one would wifh, who is 
dcfirous to fee the true Plan of this Govern- 

merit^ 
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ment, and difpofed to perceive the Wifdom 
of this Conftitution. 

Though the HiAory of the Hebrews is 
ihort, and they very foon departed in many 
things front the original Conftitution, after 
the Adfiiifiiftration of Mojes and "Jojhua.^ 
yet there is fo plain Evidence of the Con- 
gregation qf Ifraely oli a great Council or 5^- 
nate of Elders, of a "Judge or a Stadt-hplder, 
of the Voice of Jehovah y his Word, or Ora- 
cle, in the general A'dminiftration, and ip 
Affairs that concerned the whole Nation ; 
that every one muft obferve, thefe made a 
con/iderable Part of the Hebrew Govern- 
ment, and that the Union of the Tribes into 
one Government was intended to be placed 
in them ; in thefe wtre their Cotincih to be 
united, by tiiem their joint Forces were to 
be diredled; Thus they became one united 
Body for the Prefervation of their common 
Liberty, Peace and Religion, againft all Op- 
pofitiop, how much foever eacn of theTribes 
was made independent of the other particular 
Tribes, and fovereigrt iff its own Tiibe, in the 
Adminiftration of Juftice within itfelf. 

If we fuppofe the Congregation of Ifrael^ 
the great Council, the Judge or Stadtholder, 
and the Voice of the Oracle^ all concurred 
in the Adminiftration of the general, Go- 
vernment, it will eafily appear that the ge^- 
ncral Union of the Tribes as one Body may 
be conceived after this Manner s that tfee 

Congrc- 
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Coogregation oilfrael^ or the whole Peo{^^ 
enaded ; that the great Council ^vikd^ con- 
fukod, and propofed i that the Judge or 
Stadtholder prefided in their Councils, and 
had the chief Hand in executing what was 
refolved iathem ; and that the Oracle was to 
aflent to and approve what was refolved^ and 
authoirize the Execution of it in Matters of 
the greateft Importance to the whole State : 
£b that the general Union of the whole Na« 
lion may not impropedy be thus exprefTed : 
It was by the Command of the People, and 
Advice of the Senate, the Judge pvcMihg^ 
and the Oracle approving*. 

Let us a little examine thefe Particulars, 
and fee whether there is not fufficient Rea- 
ion thus to confider the Conflitution of the 
States-General of the united Tribes of Jf 
rael. 

But before we proceed to Particulars, it^r^p^^^ 
may fervc much to prevent Miftakcs in this iegiflati<ve 
Inquiry, to make one previous O^^rvation, ^^^ J^ 
that there were no proper tegijlative tulion. 
Powers lodged any where in this Conftitu- 
tion ; for thefe States-General, whether con- 
fidercd each of them feparately, . or all of 
them with mutual and joint Conient, bad 
no Authority veftcd in them either to xt> 
peal Laws in being, or to make new Laws* 
The Laws of this Nation were the Laws of 

Jehovah -, 



* Jobente Popalo ex SetiatQsCor.folto^ praeHdeme ConiuTe, 
approbante Qraculo. 
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Jehovah ; thefe were fo facred as to be un- 
alterable in a much higher Senfc, than the 
Laws of the Medes and Perfans. Jehovah 
, was the only Lawgiver ^ and there is an ex- 
Drot. IV. pj.^f3 L^^ ^j^j^j^ ^^Q,^ . j^^ therefore^ If^. 

rael^ hearken unto the Statutes and unto tbt 
Judgments which 1 teach you, for to do 
them, that ye may live and go on, and pof-- 
fefs the Land, which the Lord God of your 
Fathers givetb you. Te Jhall not add unto the 
Word which I command you, neither Jhall ye 
diminijh ought Jrom it, that ye may keep the 
Commandments of the Lord your God, which 
I command you. 
adi. 32. The fame Command is repeated, JFhat 
thing foever I command you, obferve to do it, 
thou Jhatt not add thereto or diminijh from 
it. 

From hence a learned Author juftly con- 
cludeSi " f hat the Right of Sovereignty, 
^^ which confifls in making Laws, was not 
. ** given to any by the Hebrew Conftito- 
•^ tion*." It was a Right Jehovah referv'd to 
himfelf, who only gave his Law to. If^ 
rael 5 and another eminent Author has very 
truly obferved of the Tribes of Ifraely 
** That the Power of Legiflature could not 
^* in a proper Senfe belong to them; for 

** tho* 

* Hoc icitur argumento maximo eft, juris illius Majcfta- 
tis, quod inlegibus ferendis ell pofitum, nihil qaicquam penes 
honjinem fuifie« Coftrit^ius de RefubL Hcb, }• lo. p. m. 246. 
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tho' they might, and did make fuch Rules 
** as we commonly call By-Laws^ yet the 
** Law of Mofes was their unalterable Law, 
** both for civil and ecclefiaflical Affairs *." 
Wherever then the Union of the Tribes was 
plaiced, we mud not exped to find any pro- 
per legiflative Authority or Power j for the 
Laws both in Affairs civil and ecclefiailica], 
being at the firft given by God himfelf, 
were by his Authority made facred and un* 
alterable. 

Yet ftiU, there were many things in the due 
Obfervation and E^fecution of thcie Laws re* 
lating to th# common Intcrefls pf the whole 
People, concerning which the Laws had made 
no particular Provifion, or given particular 
Directions. In fuch Cafes it was neceflary 
the Hebrew Nation fhould have a national 
Authority, both in taking Advice, and in ex- 
ecuting what fhould be refolved upon, as 
the common Concern of the whole People. 
Thus the united Counfels and Force of the 
Nation were under theDireftion of the Con- 
gregation of 1/rael^ the Senate of Elders or 
great Cbuncil, the Judge, and the Oracle. 

L»et us examine the proper Parts of each, 
a little more diftindtly. 

• Bp. Sherlock, DWert. Ill, 317. 
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CHAP. VIIL 
Congregation of all Ifrael« 



B' 



(ESIDES the Affctoblv or Congregation 
of the He^eiv People in each particu- 
lar City, and in each Tribe^ which have been 
confidcred before in the provincial Govern-^ 
mcnt of the Tribes ^ there k alfo Mention of 
all the Congregation of the Children of If* 
rael, and all the Children of Ifrael^ evai all 
joihua the Congregation, and the wbok Congregation 
3uai. 16. of the Lord^. This Affcmbly or Canf^* 
gation of the whole People is di(tingui£hed 
from the Princes and Elders. Mojes is di* 
reded to make two Silver Trumpets, and if 

Numbe *^^y *'^^ '^^^ ^^^' ^^^ ^^ JffemBfy (hall 
xxiS. 20,^^^^^^^^ tbemjehes at the Door of the 
21. tabernacle oj the Cdngregation % and if 
they blow ivitb one Trumpet only^ then 
the Princes which are Heads oj the 7hoi^ 
fands of Ifrael^ Jhall gather themfehes toge^ 
ther. When M6fds came down from 
Mount Sinai^ with the two Tables in his 
Numb. X.Hand, firft Aaron and all the Rulers of the 
3»4- Congregation came to him, and My^i talk- 
ed with them, and afterwards all the ChiU 

dren 

* There were two fach Aflemblies of the People in the 
Lacedemonian Government, the one of thofe who were In- 
habitants of the City, called Mtjc^ ExxX^o-io, the lefler 
Affcmbly; the other of all the Inhabitants of die Country 
of Laconia^ cajled fimply the Affembly, or EMtJ^no-iA. Craig, 
di tUpub* Laccdam, I i. r. vii. /. 48. 
I 
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slrepi %f ifrael came nigby and he gave thcrti 
in Corilmand all that tht Lord had fpoken 



unto him on Mount Sinai. Then Mofes ^^- Exodus 
tbered all the Congregation of the Cbildren''^^^'''^ 
of ifraet together ^ and fold unto tbem^ Thefe 



are the tVordi which the Lord bath com-^'^^'^' *^ 
manded that ye (Jjould dd them. When Afo- 
Jes was dif-aSed to propofe Ood*s Covenant 
to the People, and declare to them his Pro-^ 
mifc of pecaliar Proteftion, Favour, and 
Bleffing, and to take their Homage and 
Promife of Obedience to him as God and 
King, it was propofed to them in this Form t 
Now therefore if ye will obey my Voice indeed^ ^^ ^ , 
and hep my Covendnt^ then yejhall be a ^^* 
culiar Tr^afure unto me above all People^ 
Mofes futamons the People to confent to this 
Covenant, and promife their Allegiance j 
jind Mofes came and called the Elder i of the 
People y and laid bejore their Faces all thefe 
tVordSy which the Lord commanded htm^ 7; 
arid all the People anfwered together and 
Jaid^ all that the L$rd hath fpoken we will 
do. 

Jofhua^ after the Settleinent of Ifrael, and 
when he was grown old, called for all Ifrael^ - 
or fummoned a full Hebrew Parliament % 
' that is, he called for their Elders, for their jafti xxJU, 
Heads, and for their Judges^ and for their '» *• 
Officers } and J ojljua gathered all the Tribes 
of Ifrael to Sbechem^ and called for the 
Elders of Ifrael^ and jor their Heads, and 
for their Judges^ and for their Ofxers, 

K 2 wt^ 
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and they prefented tbemfelves before God -, and 
lofhua J 9/^^^ fa^^ ^^^^ ^^ *^^ People^ Thus faith 
xxiii! \,z.tbe Lord Godof Ifrael. 
tno ijuere When this Affembly is called all the Qm^ 
the Mem- gregation of Ifrael^ all Ifrael^ the whole Con- 
a1^{'^^gregation of the Lord, fo full Exprcflionj^ 
$kf,, "*" ihould feem to mean, that every one who 
was a free Ifraelite had a Right to enter into 
this Congregation, as foon as arrived at law- 
ful Age ; at lead that the fix hundred thou- 
fand who entered into the Covenant, and 
were made unalienable Freeholders, and held 
their Eftatcs of Jehovah in chief by military 
Service, were Members of it according to 
Jolh xxiii ^^^ Conftitution. Yet when the Congrega- 
a^. ' tion of all Ifrael is faid to be called, it feems 
to be no more in fome Cafes than fummon- 
ing the Elders, Heads, Judges and Officers, 
as when Jojhua called for all Ifrael^ and when 
he gathered all the Tribes of Ifrael to She-- 
cbem. He called for the Elders of Ifrael^ 
and for their Heads, and for their Judges, and 
for their Officers ; and thefe feem to be no 
more than thefe Elders, Heads, Judges and 
Officers aflcmbled on this Summons, tho* it 
was a Summons of all the Tribes of Ifrael. 
When Mo/es affembled all the Congregation, 
tho' he laid before the Elders of the People 
•<• xix. the Word which the Lord commanded him^ it 
was however all the People anfwered toge* 
ther, and /aid, All that the Lord bath Jpo^ 
ken %ve will do. 1 

It 
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It is very likely the manner of holding this 
Congregation or Affembly of all Ifrael was 
different. While the whole Nation was to- ^ 
gether in one Body in an Army, as for a long 
time, under the Command of Mojes^ the Af- ' 
fembly of the general Congregation fecms' 
evidently to differ from what it was after- 
wards, when the Tribes were fettled in the* 
feveral Lots of their Inheritance, Every free 
Ifraelite feems to have had a Right to vote in 
this Affembly, if he could be prefent where it 
was fummon*d to meet with Convenience. 
But whtn the greater Part of the Nation 
could not leave their private Affairs and Ha- 
bitations, then the Tribes feem to appear by 
a Reprefentative^ by their Elders, Heads, 
Judges and Officers, or by a certain Number 
of their provincial Magiftrates, who may not 
unfitly be called Deputies to the States-Ge- 
neral, from the particular Provinces. Thefe 
being aflembledas a Reprefentative of all If- 
raely may be confidered as the Parliament of 
the Hebrew Nation ; and thefe two different 
Manners of aflembling, are indeed no other 
than a greater or lefs Number, as either 
fhould oe more convenient. 

The Subftanceof this Obfjrvation was ta- 
ken Notice of long fince by an ingenious 
Author : " That while the whole People was 
** an Army, Mofes could propofe to them in 
** Body, or under their Staves, or Standards 
** of their Camps ; then he needed not, and 
" fo he ufed not any Reprefentative. But 
K 3. " when 
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when yoflma had let the Ppople go, and 

the Children of Jfra^l went every Maa to 

his Inheritance to poflefs the Land, the 

Rotation of twenty-fpur thoufand Men 

under their proper Officers afforded a Re- 

** prefentative of the People or Commons, 

** as well as a ftandipg Guard, for the S^fe- 

*' ty of the whole Nation*." 

Thus all the Children of Jfrael may be 
confidered as conftituting this Congregation, 
or Hebrew }^o\xit of Comrqons, but in fome- 
what different Manners, as was ufu^l in the 
moft celebrated Polities. In fome Cafe^, all 
appeared perjbnally -, in other Cafes, they ap- 
peared by a Reprefentative. This might 
well be in common and ordinary Qles, by 
the common and ordinary Rotation of the 
Monthly Guard j but on more extraordinary 
Occafions, by a more folemn and lafger Dc* 
putation from the tw^vc Tribes. 

This cafy and obvioqs Diftindion of the 
Manner of holding the Hebrew Parliaments, 
on different Occafions, and in different Cir- 
cumftances, may, I tljink, remove all Diffi- 
culties tha^ arife either from the different 
SummonSy whereby they were called, or the 
different Ferfmi who met in them wheqaf- 
iembled. 

But however it was that this Congrega-^ 
tion of all Ifrael was affembled. and who« 
I2ver they were who met in it, wnich fo fliort 
0n Hiflory is not like to acquaint us fi^lly 

witb^ 

9 Harrington Pojnmonwcalth of Ifrael. c, iii. J. 2. 
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witb> nor* is it very material to know j 
tbu^ ixiuch 13 plain^ and evident^ and fuffi- 
cientto our Purpofe, that it was an Aflbmbly 
of thi? People or of the CoinmQns of all. If- 
raef^ either in Perfon or by Rcprefentative j 
and that the Hebrew People or Commons 
had their Share in the Goyernmeiit, fo far as 
thk Congregation or Aflembly was concern* 
ed, wl^ch you will fopa perceive was very 
greatly. 

We have already premifed, that no proper ^^;^^, 
le^iil^ive Powers were iptrufted any vihtj^tt^opo/edto 
ih this Conftituuon. It may be further ob-^^^^^;^ 
fetwed^ that the n^iioml Revenues of i\ns or Com- 
State were (o fettled in the Tithes and other ^^^^' ^/^^' 
Offerings, and there beipg no Soldiery in 
Pay, all holding their Eftates by military 
Service, there was no.Reafon for new or oc- 
cafional Taxes : fo that the Hebrew Parlia- 
ment could have no Bufinefs, either to make 
new Laws, qr to raife Money. What then 
did they meet for at all, you will fey ? What 
Bufine^ have Parliaments, but to piake Laws 
or to radfe Money ? There were otherThings, 
' you will obferve, of gieat Iniportance to the 
Peace and Welfare of the Hebrew G^Qvern- 
' ment, in which it was very proper to ad: by 
and with the Confent of the whole People, 
and by Authority of the fame. War and 
Peace with neighbour Nations,, Differences 
between Tribes which might greatly difunke 
and weaken the whole Body, receiving aqd 
cftahliftiing principal Qfgeers and Magiftrates, 
K 4 • wer^ 
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were Things of fuch Importance, as required 
mutual Confcnt, and the joint ^u^horitjr of 
the whole Nation. Itihojuld feem then that 
the People of IfraeU in this Aflcmbly or na- 
tional Parliament, had all the Powers which 
were ufually vefted in the People,, in the 
moft celebrated Governments of Greece or 
Rome. Their Aflent gave Sandlion and full 
Authority to what was propofed to them. 
The Roman Definition of a Law will (hew 
what this Aflent of the Roman People was in 
their Government ; a Law is what the People 
of Rome confirm*d on * Propofal by a Sena^ 
forian Magiftrate, as a Conjuh, and in this 
among the Romans a Law (Lex) differed 
from a Vote^ or Order of the People or 
Commons, called Plebrfcitum^ which Was 
•j* what the People refoiv*d when aflcmbled 
by a Magiftrate of their own, as a Tribune 5 
and thus alfo it differed from a Vote or Re- 
folution of the Senate, which was J fuch 
Order as the Senate made of its own Autho- 
rity. This (hews, that among the Romans 
nothing had the Authority of a Law, but what 
was propofed to the People, and ajfented to 
by them. It was the Confent of the Peo- 
ple which gave it the binding Authority of 
'a Law. 

This 

* Lex eft, quod' Populu^Romanos, Senatorio Magiftratu 
Inter rogante (veluti Confale) oonftitaebac. Infi^ L. i* 7».2. 

t Plebiftittim eft, qood Plebs Plebeio Magiftratu, veluti 
Tribano, conftituebat. //. 

% Senatus confidtum eft, qaod Seoatas jabet atqup cqih 
iitttit. U. 
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Thi$ Conftitiition of the Rman Govern- 
ment may not improperly fhew what Part the 
Hebrew People or Congregation of I/raelhsA 
in their Government, which Mr. Harrington 
thus defcribes, " In Laws to be made, what- 
**' ever was propofed by the Sanhedrim^ and 
** refolved jn the Affirmative, in the Congre- 
** gation of the Lord, was an Ad: of Parlia- 
" mcntoflfrae/V' 

A few particular Inftances how the pub- 
lick Af&irs of ^ greateft Moment were tranf- 
a6led in this Affembly, may make this Part 
of the Hebrew Conftitution better under* 
flood; 

The Congregation of Ifrael was fummon-i- 
cd by Mofes to receive the LaW^ to recc^nize 
and acknowledge Jebovab their God, their 
King, and their Lawgiver, which Mofes was 
direfted to do in this Form : Thus Jbak thouExodm 
fay to the Houfe of "Jacob, and teU the Cbil-'^' «• 
ifren of Ifrael^ Te have feen what 1 did to the 
Egypt ianSy and bow I bore you on Eagles 
WtngSy and brought you unto ntyfelf: No'to 
therefore if you wiU obey my Voice indeed ^ 
and keep my Covenant ^ then ye fhaUbe a per- 
culiar Treafure unto me above all People : ^ _^^^ 
For all the Earth is mine, and ye Jhall be 
nnta me a Kingdom of Priefts, and an hofy 
Nation. Theje are the Words which thou 
fhalt ^eak unto the Children of Jfrael; and 
Mofes fame and called for the Elders of the 

People, 
f Harrin^ton*ftConimonw. of Ifrael. p»52. c. ii. $. 16/ 
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People^ ind laid before tbdr Faces aU tkefe 
Words wbicA the Lord commanded bim. 
And all the People anfmred together^ and 
faid^ aU that the hf^d bath fpokeuj fufe 
nmll do : And Mofes returned the Words 
of the People unto the Lord. I mentioa 
this Paflage at Urge, bec^ufe it is a very par^i 
ticular Account of the Fprm in Tyjrhidi Af» 
fairs were propofed to the People, and r^r 
fohed by tlicm ; and you will obferv?, that 
legal Fornas explain the true Powers and Aut 
thority of any Part of a Conftitution, much 
better than general Argujpients, which are 
commonly founded on Conjeftures rather thaii 
on Fafls. 

A PropofaJ of any thing by the Senate tQ 
the People of JR^/fl^, m^s^csXU^Bogation^ or 
Afking J becaufe if was pfually in fome fuch 
Form of Words ^s this : *Ms it your Will *, 
" O Romans J and do you fefolve it ? '' Or if 
a War was to be propofed to the People, 
their Confentwas afl^ed in this Form: " Is 
^* it yoqr Pleafure, O Romans^ and do ^f* you 
« refolve that War fljall t^ proclaimed?" 
SontKluxies.tJbe Form was thus ; '^ Concern* 
" ing thcfe Things, I ?ifk you, O Ramans^ 
*• what i$ % y^ur Will, ^i>d what you fefplve 
** to have dpne ? *' On fuch PrQpof4 from 
the Senate to the People, t,he Anfwer is fome- 
timcs only, " We will, and refolve it/* Some- 
times 

• Velitis, jubeatis, Quiritis. Brifonius de Formuiisy c. ii. 
p. 129. 

+ Velitis, jabes^tis, Quiritea, bdlom lucVci. Id. ii. 

t De his rebus, quid fieri velitis, jubeatis, rogo Quirites. 
IdJ6. 
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fknespiqrepar^cuUr, " Wpwill, andrefolve 
*? what fhe Msqprity of the Sqwte hcjrc prc^ 
** iciijt Jiay? prppc^*." Or fixnply, ** Be 
** it as you afk,'^ 

Hc>w pcaF to this Form of pr^pofing and 

refohing in the l^j» Governmept, is the 

Propof^l of M^i to the general Oiprt or 

^ngUfg^o^ o^ ^} Ifraeli Mofes laid be^ 

fore tkeir Fwei nU the Wor4s icbicb the 

tfir4 €ommm4^4 ^^^ 5 tha* is, he propofed 

to therp. Whether they would conf^pnt to this 

Covenant, and refohe it (hould be a funda- 

^f^^n^Rl l^w qf |hw NatioQ ? How near is 

tliis to tj)e For«i| Is it y9ur Will^ and do you 

^f/olvs ity fffirews ? Ths ^fwer of the, 

Cqngr^lf^ioi) of all J/raeJ is in thefe Words : 

uili tkat tjpe f,9r4 bath Jpohn we mil ^^ 

jiow near is thU to the Form, -(- J^e wiS 

€Vf4 ^filv^ if^ O^ + '^ ^^^A andrefolve 

aU thfftjeimab butb propofed to uf ? Who^ 

^v^r fljali carefully obferve the Foriqs of pro* . 

pofinggnd r^iiplvli^g in the popular AQbm^ 

(dies of th? ii^fi^, will perf«iye, I think, 

(^|U n^ore Rfa^on to underfland the Powers 

and Authority of them in th? Hebrfy) Co« 

y^erptnent to be much the fa^iie ^s the Power 

and Apthority ef (he Rman Pf (^ wa« in 

that Government, or indeed mu(:h the iama 

as 

• Populmp com Rogationem accjperct refpondiffe, volft- 
musy jubemufque . . . I^ebs Tie juilK^ c]^od Senatus maxi- 
ma Pars cen^aty qui adfidetls, id vplgmus^ jubcmufqae, or 
j}(i rogas. Id, ii. 

+ VolamD9y jubemufaae. 
; i Quod Jehovah ceoieat^ id omne volumus^ jabemufque. 
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as the Powers and Authority of the People 
were in moft Governments of the Ancients : 
in which the Confentof the People was al-' 
wajrs to be afkcd and had^ by the Senate or' 
Council, in Matters of greater Moment, and 
general Concern. 

In the Athenian Government there was 
an Aflembly of the People called ExxX^o-^os, 
or a general Court of the Athenian Citizens, . 
fummoned according to Law, which was to 
confirm or rged what was propofed to 
it* 

The Lacedamonians had a like Aflembly 
of the People, efpecially that which was call- 
ed (imply Exxki^iecy or the Congregation, in 
diftindlion from what was called the leiler 
Congregation, or l/lncfot EicxXijtnas, which con^ 
lifted of the Inhabitants of the City of 
Sparta only; whereas the general Con* 
grcgation confifted of all the Lacedamo^ 
ntans in all the Country of Laconia ; 
** to which it belonged to advife concerning 
** War and Peace, or whatever elfc related 
•* to the publick and common Intereft. In 
** particular, Hhcy were to give their Con-* 
** lent to the Choice of Magiftrates, and 
** confirm them in their Authority by their 
« Suffrage f/' 

Such 

* Eft autem Concio Populi conventus legitime advocatus« 
rei^ alicujus publics caufa, fufTragio fao, aue jabends, auC 
vetandae. Sigonius d$ Rep. Jthen, e. ii. f, 69. 

f Major Concio fea EwkXd^m iimpliciter di£bi omniom 
fuiCy Laeedsmoniorum. Qiii videlicet ex omnibos Laconitt 
Oppidls conveniebanty hujus erat Concionis, ut cum Sociis 

• de 
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Such alfo were the Powers of the Aflcm- 
bly of the People in the ancient Government 
of Carthage. This was likely after the Mo- 
del of Tyre^ to which City the Hebreio 
Conftitution could not be unknown, and a 
Similitude between them is highly probable. 
In this Government "the People declared 
'* what they thought was proper to be done, 
" concerning the Things which were laid 
" before them ; fuch I)cclarations were re- 
** ceived as the determined Refolution of 
" the whole City, and it was not lawful 
" afterwards to oppofe it, or to contradict 

Thefe popular Aflemblies in the foremen- 
tioncd Governments of Greece^ baly^ and 
Africa^ we may add m Afia too, as the Car- 
tbaginian Government was of Tyrian Ori- 
ginal, may ferve to explain this Part of the 
Hebrew Conftitution, which appears to have 
foncar Rcfemblance to them. 

There is one Thing deferves particular Ob- 
fcrvation, the Manner in which Matters 
were propofed to the Affembly, and in which 

the 



de graviflitnis auibufqae rebus confoltaret, ut £i bellum de* 
cemendum, vcl pax facienda, vel £\ quid aliud omnes at- 
tingerent . . . Ma^ftratus ufque adeo concionibus fubje^f, 
Ut edam ipibrum regum jus a populi fuffragiis dependeret, 
neque item reliqui xnagiftratus kit aliter, quam a populo 
confcnticnic, creabantar» Craig, dt Repub, Lactdtem, L i. 
€. vii. p, 48. 

* Populus vero id quod placebat, de re eadem ad fe relata 
decernebant. Ejus decretaiHy feu totius civitatis fcitum^ fixum 
habebatur. uUraque id tendere, five obiiftere» aut contrave* 
lure, fas non erat, Ubb9 Emmius Re/p. Cartkag. /. 8. 
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die Aflcrrtbly gave its Affent. In the Gwetn-^ 
tbcnth ci AtbenTy Lacedamon^ Caftbagey zxid 
Homey ^HeH any thing wa& to be {yrdpttfed 
to the Pc(!>iilc,v it >a$ to be prdpofcd ta 
them by a proper Magijirate ; open vtrhfcH 
Propcfal the AflfertiMy was to receive or to re- 
jeft It. If was even provided by the ♦ Law^ 
of iMcedamdriy that none fliould be allow- 
ed to debate irty thing, befides what was 
propofed to them by the kiri^i and the 5^- 
ndte } of, in thd Roman St^le^ the Pedple rc- 
iblved ofl the Pf-opofal of a Senatoriaii Magi- 
ftrate. An Irtftitotion plainly intended to pre- 
ferve the Wifdom of an Adniiniftratibn by 
the Councib of the Prudent, as well as the 
Liberty of the People in their Aflcnt. 

Wc have feen the Covenant between God 
and the Hehrew Nation thus propofed by Mo-^ 
fes to the Congregation, and voted by theni 
unanitttouflyjr -f* Be it as propofed. 

When Jojhua was made Sucoeflbr to 
Numbers Mofes"^ Mofcs is dircfted to fet him before 
^"""^^^^'Eleazafthz Prieft, and before all the Con^ 
gregation ; there fcems ta have been a Pro-' 
pofal of his Choice to the People, as well as 
the Solemnity of Inauguration into his Of- 
fice; agreeaWc to what was done before, 
when they received yebovab for their King ^ 
agreeable to the Manner of afking and tak- 
bg the Confent of the People in other Qo- 

vernments i 



* Platarch. Lycargus. 
+ Uti rogas. 
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irernmentss and agreeable to the Account 
the Scriptures give of the Manner in which 
they promifed Obedience to Jojhua. And 
Jo/hua the Son of Nun wAs full of the Spirit Dcut. 
of Wifdomi for Mofes bad laid bis Hands'^''' 9^ 
upon bim^ and the Children of Ifrdel hearkened 
nnto bim^ and did as the Urd^ commanded Mo* 
Jes. Or they confented to do what Mofes pro- 
pofed to them in the Name of Jeb^ah^ to 
receive Jojhua for his Suoceflcx*! and to obey 
him as Judge in his Room* 

When Saul was appointed firft King at the 
Defire of the Peopie^ it is thought not itiipro« 
bable by fbme ingenious Men» that SaUl was 
nominated by a Ballot^ and not by a pure Lot ; 
but however that was, SauV^ Appointment to 
the Kingdom was in the Congregation of the » Sam. x. 
Hvhole People. And when Saul appeared be- 
fore the reople, his Elecftion was confirmed 
by unanimous Confcnt, and all the PeopU ^ 
Jhoutedy and faidy God fave the King. And 
afterwards, when fome were difpteafed with 
SauPs Advancement, and defpifed him. So- ^ 
muel calls the AiTembly again to renew the 
Kingdom. Then faid Samuel unto the People^ ^i. 14, 
Come^ and let us go to Gilgal^ and renew the 
Kingdom there. We have accordingly this 
Account of what the People a^ihbled at G/7- 
galdid^ And all the People went toGilgal, oftd 
there they made Saul King before the Lord in '^• 
GilgaL 

However 
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However fliort thefe Accounts arc, yet if 
we take along with us the Conformity of 
this Congregation of Ifrael to the Affem- 
blies of the People in other Governments, 
and the Manner ia which this Aflembly 
is defcribed in other Places ; we may, I 
think, very juftly fuppofc, that if this Con- 
gregation did not chufe Saul by Vote and 
Ballot, ihey at lead confented to his Notni* 
nation, and confirmed his Authority when 
proposed by Samuel^ as diat Propofal was 
made on their own Pctidon ; cfpecially when 
the Congregation was fummoned to renew 
the Kingdom, and when, according to the 
Reafon of their Meeting cxprefs'd in their 
Summons, Tb^ made Saul King before the 
Lord. 

In like manner, though Solomon was firfl 
proclaimed King by David's Order, when 
Adonijab exalted himfelf, faying, / will be 
I Kings I. ^-^^^ y^t he afterwards propofes Solomon 
to the People^ and confirms him in the 
Throne by their Ajfent \ for they made So- 

iChron. ^^^^^ '^^ '^^^ 9f David King tbe fecond 
xxix.22. Time^ and anointed him unto the Lord to 
*3' be chief Governor^ and Zadock to be Priejl : 
Thus Solomon fat on the Throne of the 
Lord as King^ . in the Jiead of David his 
Father^ and profper'd^ and aU Ifrael obeyed 
him. 

But the Authority and Rights of this 
Branch of the Hebrew Government, as one 
of the States of Ifrael^ may yet; further ap- 
pear, 
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pear, if vve obferve how far they were con- 
cern 'd in Treaties of Peace and Leagues of 
Triendfl^ip. 

When the Inhabitants of Gibeon came to 
yojhuay Jofhua at the firft nnade Peace withjof ix.15, 
them, and a League to fave their Lives 5 this 
Treaty was confirmed by the Oath of the 
Princes, and the Princes of the Congregation 
jhiare unto them : but when it was. found 
foon* after, that the Gibconitcs had impofed 
on yojhiia and the Princes, the Congregation, 
grew.uneafy, and murniur'd againft the Prin- 
ces, and fo it was brought before the Con- 
gregation ; and the Princes propofed to the 
People a Confirmation of their League, be- 
caufe they had fworn unto it. And the Prin- 
ce$ faid unto them. Let them live^ as ths Prin- ^i 
ces had promifed them. It fliould feem plain 
from hence, that a Convention, tho* made by 
Judge and Senate, was to be ratified by the • 
Confent of the People or Commons of Ifrael^ 
according to the Hebrew Conftitution, to give 
it full Authority. 

This Congregation o( Ifrael had alfo, as the 
popular A flemblies of other Governments had, 
feme Jurifdidtion in criminal Caufes. 

When Saul in a Battle with the Philijiines tSam.xiV. 
had adjured Ifrael^ not to eat any Food till 42-43-45 • 
the EvcAing, his own Son Jonathan tranf- 
grcfs'd his Order j and upon his Confeffion, 
Saul his Father, then King and General, de- 
termines to put him tolJeath. And Saul 
anfwered, God do fo to me^ and more alfo > 
L for 
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for thou Jhalt furely die^ Jonathan. This 
Sentence paffed by Saul might appear to be 
without Appeal, and that there was no Au- 
thority *to reverfeit; ho wevcr, the People faid 
unto Sauly Shall Jonathan die^ who hatb 
wrought this great Salvation for Ifrael ? God 
for hid ! as the Lord liveth, there jhall nt^ 
one Hair of his Head fall to the Ground*, for 
he hath wrought with God this Day : fo the 
Pe^le refcued Jonathan that he died not. 

BifliopPtf/nViijuftlyobferves, "That the 
*' People did not refcue Jonathan by Vio^ 
** knee or Force." It was not a mutinous 
AOi of an Army : Yet the Expreffions of the 
Hiftory will no ways fuit with his further 
Suppofitioi), " That they delivered him by 
" Petition to Saul j or, as Grotius^^ " not, 
" by * Authority, but /«/r^i2/y;' jis the Lord 
Uvethy there Jhall not me Hair of his Head 
fall to the Ground^ has very little of the 
Style of an humble Petition ; it &ems a vo* 
ry full Refolution, and which it appears 
they underftood to be their "Right. And 
why may it not be fo underftood, wiacn- the 
Authority of condemning, or abfcdving Cri-. 
minals is known to belong to the Aflpmbly 
of the People, in the moil celebrated Govern- 
ments of Gr^^r^ and jRc/»^ ? Jofepbus xxiGDF- 
tions indeed, " They cfertd^ Prayers to God, 
•• That he would forgive Jonathan's^ Sin ;*' 
but he makes no mention of any Petition 
they ioade to his Father Saul s . but that 

they 

^^.Noalmpcrio, fed deprecando. Gft. 9n the Placid 

I 
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they refbudd hitn from his Father's Anger 
" and rafli Gurfe*;^* which Words can hard- 
ly, I think, be underftood of a Petition, but 
touft rheari either Force or Authority. And 
the Words in the Original feem to mean 
neitlter Force^ hot Fetitiorii but an AcSk of 
their ovirn jdutborif^, whereby Jbnath&n wad 
redeemed from the Sentence of Death • ot 
whereby he was pardoned, and the Sentence 
6f DeAth jpafled upon him was revetfet! ■ iri 
the geheral Court of Ifrdel f . This Inter- 
pretatiort i^ greatly favoured^ as Judgment 
to ciribiffal Cafes is given to' the Congfega- 
tiofi hy \ii exprefi Law dfi fome Occaflb'ns. . 

'i'lie Congregatiori is apjix/mted to judge 
fcetw^e'n the Slayer ahd thd AVcnger of Bloody 
jihd the Congregation Jhatl jud^e between th^Numheti 
SId^6r and the Revenger of Bhod ; dnd tbe^^^ «44 
Congre^atibn jimll deliver the Slayer out of^^' 
ibi Hdhd of the Revenger of Blodd ; and 
the Congregation Jhdll reflbre hint to thi 
City oj Refuge. Now, whatever Congre- 
gation is here meant, wh^ether provincial or 
fiationaly there is afl reafon to uAderftand 
that all powers which belonged to a lowet; 
AiTemhiy, did belong to the higher Affembly 

* zicipr6$ljii(7i tnq fa Ilatf©- d^i Juvenett^n-ato patri fcri- 
piuiiti Jojl^us Ant. L\\\ ^..;. 

t IfibcfAvic ergo Populiiui Jonathan ut non niowretar V* L. 
I'^^'redekiefuiit, feenis to roean neither Violence nor Pe- 
tition, but an A^ of thek: own, whereby he Wa&pafdoa«d 
Und ch^ Sentence reversM i fo th%t the Congregation ie<» 
i[eeiii*d him. ♦ * ' 
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or Congregation of all Jfrael in nationaff 
Affairs. 

This Congregation had alfo Authority in 
civil Cau/es and Matters of private Property. 
In the Cafe of the Daughters of Zelopbehad^ 
or of Female Succefljon, on Failure of Heirs 
Numbers Male ^ it was laid before Mofes^ the. Prieft, 
xxvu. 1,2. the Princes, and all the Congregation. They 
laid it before the Parliament of Ifra'el by Pe- 
tition, reprcfenting that their Father died 
without Sons j praying that they mFght have 
a Pofleffion among, the Brethren of: their Fa- 
ther, th'^t the Name of their Father might 
not be done away frorii among hisP/jmily, 
becaufe he had no Son.' This Petition was 
received, and referred to the Decifion of the 
Oracle. And Mofes brought their Cafe be- 
r.; fore the Lord, and the Lord fpake unto Mo- 
5.' 8, 9. fes^ faying, Tie Daughters of Zelophehad 
jbeak right \ and thereupon a Law was en- 
^dled to fettle Female Succeflions. 
' Aft^r this Law was made, theTribe of Af^- 

j na[]eb^ to which thefe Daughters of Zehphe^ 

j had belonged, brought another Queftion 

i ^l^^^"" *^ ^ determined, Whether Heirefles might 

j ,^8. marry into other Tribes, and fo transfer their 

I Inheritance from one Tribe to another ? This 

Petition was alfo received and anfwered, ac- 
i cording to the Ward of the Lord\ that they 

! ^ fhouid marry only witliin their own Tribe, 

that the Children of Ifr^el may enjoy every 
X)ne the Inberiunce of his Father. 

2 The 
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The Congregation before which thefe Ca- 
fes were brought by Petition, was an Af- 
fembly of the States- General of I/rae/^ the 
Judge, Senate and People j and fcems plain- 
ly to (hew, fuch Qucftions were properly ac- 
cording to the Conftitution brought before 
them. It was judg'd fit to confult the Ora- 
cle for an Anfwer, very likely, bccaufe it was 
convenient to have this Cafe fcttled by a new 
Law ; now new Laws were not to be made 
but by yebovah the only Lawgiver, as was 
obferved before. Therefore Mojes confulted 
al the Schecbinabj as the Hebrew Writers 
call the Glory of God's Appearance, and 
whence the Oracle gave the Command of 
yebovah. It may be fit to obferve here, it 
was the peculiar Privilege of Mofes to con- 
fult the Oracle himfelf, and he hf»d no need 
of the High-prieft to confult with the Vrim 
for him ; for the Lord fpake unto Mofes 
Face to Face^ as a Man Jpeaketb unto bis 
Friend*. So that during the Adminiftration 
of Mofes^ none confulted the Oracle or recei- 
ved the Word of Jehovab from the Scbe^ 
chinab but Mofes himfelf. 

Thefe Things being confidered, the Nature 

and Method of Proceeding in this AfTembly 

may appear to have been much after this 

Manner. Here was a Cafe brought before 

L 3 the 

* Dc Facie, ad Faciem, h. e. in propria Perfona, coram 
abfque medio . . . Unde vidcs quod Auditio Vocis fine in- 
termedie, & interventu Angeli cognominctur phrafi ilia, d« 
Facie ad Faciem. . Maimon, Mor, Nevoc, P.i- f. 37. /• 55* 
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the Congregation by Petition. It w^s thcre-^ 
fore ufed to receive fuch Petitions, and con-P 
fider fuch Cafes^ as were fo brought before 
it, This appearing to be a Caf$ that requi-. 
red a new Law, it was referred to the Oracle, 
which in Times after the-Admijaiftration of 
Mofes^ by the Conflitution, was only to be 
confiilted by the High^prieji with the Urim. 
In which, by the way, we have the whole 
Union of the Tribes in their States- General 
pretty plainly exprefs'd, Here was Mofes as 
Judg$ or Stadtnolder, here was the Wgh-- 
priej^ the appointed Minifter to confult the 
Oracle, which was placed only during the 
Adminiftration of Mojes by particular Privi- 
lege in him ; here were the Prinzes arid all 
the Congregation^ which ihews the Autho- 
rity of the Commons of Ifrael, in a plain la- 
ftance of Matters judiciary, brought before 
the States-General of the united Tribes: for 
this Cafe was referred to them as well as to 
the PriBces and to Mofes himfelf the Judge. 
3o that the Cjommons of Ifrael, as diftinguifh- 
cd from the Princes and the Judge, will make 
one qf the States then affembled in full Par- 
liament. 

Yet it is to be owned, fome learned Men 

fpeak differently concerning the Perfons 

meant here by al| the Congregation. " By 

** Princes are meant (iays Biftiop Patrick*) 

Ex. xviii. ^* either the Heads of the Tribes, Or the 

«>• " higheft of the Judges appointed, called 

1/ the 

f Patr'ck on the Place. 
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*^ the Heads of the People j and by all the 

** Congregation is meant the feventy Elders 

" mentioned in this Book ; for they are cal- 

" led the whole Congregation^ and fometimes Ex.xi 14. 

** only the Congregation^ as R. Solomon ob- 

** ferves* " He further adds, " Now at 

" the Head of all thefe fat MofeSy and next 

" to him Eleazer the Prieft." 

Bertram has very jaftly diftinguifhed be- 
tween the Aflfembly of the feventy Elders, 
and the Princes Heads of Thoufands, Hun- 
dreds, (^c. a Diftindlion which may appear 
more clearly as we go on. But the fame 
learned Author as juftly obferves concerning 
the general Aflembly of the free Ifraelites^ 
that is, of all that entred into the Congre- 
gation of the Lord, or of all who enjoyed 
the Rights of the Hebrews^ fo that they 
were accounted God's People : That when 
they were met in Aflembly, they were 



cc 



<c 
cc 
cc 
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** called the Afjemhly and the ijohole AJjemhly 
of the Congregation of Ifraely fometimea 



cc 

€€ 



more fimply the Congregation^ and fome- 

times all the Congregation "^'^ 

The Authority of the T^almudijls in thefe 

C^fes, is very low with learned Men, as may 

L 4 appear 

• Sec Bertram dc Repub. Jud. p. 72. 

f UniverfUis autem Civium Coetus, id ed illi omncs qui 
iR^rediebaittur TV\TV ^T\p *- ^* Agmen Jehovae, hoc eft om- 
lies illi, qd itajurePopulilfraelitici donati fuerant, at in 
jPopoIp Dct wMcri poiTent, . fimul aggregati vocabantur 

THp '• '* Agpien, aut cciam ^{OtS^f)*!!^^ '• '• w»i*«^^< 
Copcu^ HraeliSy aliquando etiam funpliciter JXyg - ' '^'* 
tas ali<|uaedo & mj?73 ». ^. univcriiu Coems. 
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appear by Bifhop Patrick's own Reprefenta'^' 
tion of this Cafe : " This Queftion was car- 
** ried thro' all the Courts (according to 
V* them) it began with the Rulers of len^ 
" who knowing not what to fay to them;, 
" they went to thofe of Fifty ^ from thence^ 
** to the Centurions y at laft to the Chiliarchs ; 
" none of which durft adventure to give 
'' Judgment, but refer'd the Caufe by rea- 
** ion of itsDifficuhy to Mo/es, who brought 
" it to the Schechinahy as they fpeak, that 
*^ is, to the divine Majefty. Now Rabbi 
** Sohnon's Obfervation, that all the Cbngre- 
" gation, meant the feventy Elders, deferves 
" no more Credit than the Obfervation of 
•* his Brethren who have made this Caufe 
" run fuch a Courfe of Law thro' fo many 
^* Courts, without any Foundation." 

If we were even to fuppofe the Truth of 
Rabbi Solomon's Obfervation, and that the 
feventy Elders are fometimes called the whole 
Congregation, which is at the Icaft very 
doubtful ; it is on the other Hand, without 
any Doubt, certain, that all the Congregation 
of Ifrael^ and the Congregation of all Ifrael^ 
is the proper Title of the general Aflembly 
of all free Hebrews^ who had a Right to en- 
ter into the Congregation oi Jehovah. 

It is probable, as we (hall fee prefently, that 
the Princes might mean a Council or Court 
of the Princes of Tribes, together with the 
feventy Elders, as the Peers of France make 
the Court of the Parliament oi Paris ^ together 

with 



Digitized by 



Google 



df the H i. b r few s; "^^ 153 

with the Prefidents and Counfellors; but it 
ieems a very ftrange Dcfcription of the Sanbe^ ^ 
drim^ efpecially as the T^almudijis fuppoie it a 
fupreme Court of Juftice, to call it all the 
Congregation^ efpecially in diredt Oppofition 
to the Princes and the Judge. It appears 
the mod natural Meaning, and at the fame 
Time the only Meaning agreeable to the real 
Conftitution of (;he Hebrew Government, 
to underftand by the Princes^ Perfons with 
Senatorian Dignity^ whether the chief 
Officers of the Tribes, or the great Court of 
Jufticc of the Seventy ; or, which appears 
moil probable, a Senate confifting of both 
together ; which, wkh the Judge propoiing 
to the Congregation of all IJrael^ and aflcing 
thp Confent of the whole Hebrew People, was 
the fulled and higheft Authority of the He^ 
brew Nation, 

This may fhew, notwithftanding Biihop 
Patrick's Obfcrvation, (who, it is to be ob- 
ferved, builds it folely on the Credit of 
Rabbi Sohmon and the Ta/mudijts, which is 
very little with learned Men, el^cially in 
their Accounts of the Sanhedrim y) that all 
the Congregation does not here mean the 
Sanhedrim^ or feventy Elders, but a proper 
popular Affembly of the Hebrews^ or a Cbn- 
grcgation of the Commons of all IfraeJ^ 
of whom on fome Occafions the inferior 
Officers might be a Reprefentative. This 
Affembly, fummoned legally, with the great 

Officers, 
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Officers, and fevcnty Elders, as the Senate, 
made a full Parliament of IfraeL 

And this feems to hdvc been the proper 
Share of the Pcojde or Commons of Ifrael^ 
in the original Conftitution, as one of the 
State9 of the Hebrew Nation. 



C H A P. IX. 

Of the Senate of liracL 

WE have fctxiy that according to the 
Hebrew Polity, there were Elders m 
every City, as well as . an AflemUy of the 
People ; and that every Tribe had Princes 
and Heads, which made a provincial Council 
of State, as well as War. Such an Inftitntion, 
for preparing Matters, by Counfel and Advice 
'of knowing Aden, for a general Confent, 
which was to give Authority to publick Refo- 
lutions and Oiders, was very necei&ry to the 
Wifdom of Government. To prevent Rafh- 
nefs and precipitate Judgments^ to which po«- 
polar Aflemblies arc very fubjcft, the freeft 
and moft popular Governments have always 
therefore had Senates of fome Form or other, 
to prepare and ripen Matters, and to propose 
fhem in fomo Degree of Maturity to the Peo- 
ple for their Con&nt. 

There is fo much Mention in the Hebrew 
Hiftory of rfic Princes and Eiders of the 
People, that there can be no Queftion whe- 
ther 
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tfaer the Hebrew Nation had a Senate o£ 
^me Form or other ? But w^at that Senate 
was, cither {us to the Perforui of whom k 
confifted, or as to the Powers with which 
they were vcfted by the Conftitution, is not 
fo clear, nor quite io eafy to be determined. 

The Rabbinical Writers have greatly darlo* 
ned, and even confounded this Queftions 
they have given us their own chimerical 1-* 
maginations, inftead of real hiflorical Fadts : 
For though they could have no other good 
Foundation to build upon but the Scripture-? 
Hiftory^ yet they have given fuch an Accouo? 
of their Sanhedrim as the Senate and fu«-. 
preme Court of the Hebrew Nation, as is no 
where to be found in the Scripturc-Hiftory, 
and is in many Things abfolutely inconfiftent 
with it. We piay then conclude concerning 
them and the Authority of their Accounts^ 
in the Wprds of a vpry learned' and diligci><;' 
Author: *^ That the Antiquity of the Rabn 
" binical Sanhedrim is abfolutely fabulous ; 
" that the Prerogatives they aicriti to it, and 
^* moft of the Orders they mention for t}]# 
^ jExecution of Juftice in it, are very ill fup^ 
*^ ported, and very uncertain. ... Th^t the 
<< true Sanhedrim or Senate of the Natim, 
(our Author is fpeaking of the modern J6i^ 
binical Form,) '' having begun under th? 
^ MaeclmbeeSy grew greater under the KinM 
^* of the Hajmonaan Family; and ftom a 
f^ weak and tottering Ccmdition^ in which 
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" ' it was at iirft, it rofe up to fuch Degrees of 
" Authority and Power, that it became for- 
^ midable to Kings themfelves*/* 

" But fince it has pleafed the Rabbins^ (to 
ufe the Words of the fame Author) " to give 
" us a chimerical Defcription of their ancient 
•* Government, and many learned Interpre- 
** ters have fuffered themfelves to be mifled 
•* by their Difcourfes, we are obliged to un- 
^' deceive thofe, whom their Name and 
*^ their Authority might impofe upon "f-. " 
Whoever has a mind to fee more at large the 
Weaknefs of the Rabbinical Account, and' 
Its Inconfiftence with the true HebrewHiHory^ 
may find enough to fatisfy them in the fore- 
mentioned learned Author. 
' To leave then the Rabbinical Sanbedriai 
to their Admirers, let us confider what the 
true Hebrew tit/iory acquaints us, concern- 
iing their national Council or Senate 5 which, 
together with the Oracle, the Judge and. the 

Congre* 

* On peut conclure de tout ce qui a ete dit jufqu^ici, que 
f Antiquke da Sanhedrin Rabbinique eft abfolument fabuleux, 
que ies Prerogatives qu'ils lui attribuent; et la plupart des 
Ke^es quails lui font iuivre dans TExercife. de la Juftice, font * 
tres mal fondees et tres incertains . . . Que le vray Sanhedrin, 
ou Senat d« laNation, ayant commence fous Ies Macchabees, 
alia en augmentant fous Ies Rois Afmon^ens, et de foible, et . 
chanceilant qu*il etoit d'abord, s'eleva a un dcgre d'autorite, 
et de pduvoir, que dcvint redoutable, meme aux Rois. GsA 
met. biffert: fur la Police des Hehreux, Vol. i . p. 204. 

. f Mais puifqu'il,. a plu, aux Rabbins, de nous donner une . 
Defcription chimerique de leur ancien gouvernement, et que 

gofieurs f9tvans interj^retes, fe /ont laiifer furprendre a leurs ' 
ifcottrs, on eft oblige de detromper ici ceux a qui leur nom, 
et leur Autorite auroient pu faire illufion. /</. ih 
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.Congregation of all Ifrael^ padethe St^es- 
General of the united Tribes of Ifrael. ^ 
For the better underftandiogr of wlwit ^0 
ihort an Hiftory aflfprds us, it may be proper 
to look back to, the State of the Hebrews 
while yet in JB^pt^ before their Government 
was eftabliflied by the Mojaical Laws in the 
Wil^ernefs : J^or it is a very probable Obfer- 
vation of the learned Bertratfi^ *, •* That the • ^ 
'^Number of Seventy Elders, appointed 
** by the X.aw of Godi was not fp puch 
" a new Inftitution, as the Coiitinuation of 
** a former Ufage ; as God, rather confiriii- 
** ed than new inftituted many Things at 
**,. Mount Sinaiy which were ardent Cuftoms 
." of the Fathers.'' • 

. " It is evident, fays the very learned Bifhop 
Sherlock 'f^ that every Tribe had its own 
Princes and Judges, and that every Prince 
or Head of a Tribe judged his own People; 
confeqqently every Tribe had a Sceptre and 
Lawgiver, as wtllas Judab. That this 
Power in theTribes took place immediately 
upon the Death of Jacob, may be coUedled 
from hence,^^ that from this Time all Ap- 
plications and MefTages are not to tho^ 
" People, but to the Elders of Ifraei:^ 

Whea, ' ' 

* Quafi feptuagenarius Seoioram Numerus, quern Deus in 
Lege fancivit, non tain ab eo turn inftitutus, quam continiia- 
t|is ftterit; ficoc Se alia quaxnplurima apiid Patres ufitata, 
Deus ad Montem Sinain, potiusconfirmavic, quam innovavit. > 
Bertr/fm'de Rep. itei.p.^l, 
^f Bp; Sherlock Differt. ] 
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When M>fei was firft fent ta the Chifelfeh 
of Ifrael^ to cfeHvcr a MdTage from JeboDab^ 
«id to icttdatot them that bebadvtfited tbem^ 

Ex. m.\6*ttndjeen that ht^ch 'was done wito ibem in £- 
gypt 5 he Is fconiiiiattded ft; ^(7 and gatbtr the 
Elders of tjhxe\ togetbir 4 ^ fay UMo tbeHi. 
\Ve find this Dlreftion exadlfy fblloVd by 
i/hfel : jfindMoJis tirtd Airm iioerit andgd-^ 
*""• *^- ft^rV Ajf^/Arr *Z? tbi ttders of tbe CJbildten of 
Ifhtel. We \mt ih the fatmt^Petittd of the 
-HW^t^tf HHforf ; VHflc! they v^e yet in £- 
g^fV/m Adconnt of tbe Heatds of the fc^ 

vi.i4,£srf. veralFafanltes, dr the Heads of their Fathers 
Houftt. 

The i%]% thctt df Prices of TTr^^ 
Heads, of Families in the fevcral TAbes^ rfiay 
Sifrtil be takenr for airahcfent and >;<rel:l-kq6wn 
Gtiftqft*, and Which Kfcfely btegan npotr the 
Dffath of y^i?t?^, the pomtridh Father df all 
the.Tribte. Then each Trfbe began to hkve 
ftinces and Ju'dges, a Sc6f)tfe and a Law-gil' 
ver of it* own ;^ ind tfcey t^rerc conlidered! 
dnd addreflcd tmto, as Perfon^ of chief Dig- 
nity, ^and^rinc^ar AnthbritV In their reipec-^ 
tiveTribcs^} that tbefe t^e^fclns h^d an^fltu- 
ihority and Jurifdidtion; .miy appear frdm 
what one df the Heireivs' faid to Mafes^ 
**• **' Jifi^bo made thee a Prince and a fudge over 
us? A Prince, it (hould feem, and a Judge 
ih the common Acceptation of the Hebrews 
was much the fame. It appears alio probabte^ 
that there was fome fort df Union betweien 
the Princes of the fevcrai "l^ribcs, in whoie 

' Couniclt 
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Couniel^ and Diredions the fevcral Tribes 
were in fome fort united into one Body: 
For xjai^ Propo&l of Mojes was to be made 
to them as BJ(kr$ pf yraely not as Princes ^-^'^i. 
of. one particular Tribe. I^ofM caUed for 
all the Eiders of Jfrael^ or he fummooed 
the Prim^e^ aiiid Heads of Families of tht 
whole Hebrew Nation. This Direfiion con^ 
cerni^ the Pa00ver,. was by them commii-*> 
nicated to all Ifroely M^ received and dbey'4 
univ^faUy by aU the NaftkA, and the CbiU 
dren q/ Ifrael w^t 0Way \ md as. the Lard 2»4 
bad commanded Mofes and * j^rm, fo did 

It is moreovbr particularly lobferv'd^' fSiat 
when God bitoi^ght the Chiltfrea* tH < Ifrad 
QDt of ^^t^ it was in HoftS) andJby thdii!: 
i^rmies. T^be felffofAe Day. iAxdateta prfs^ ^u 
tfnat all the H(^i of the Lorawent out from tit 
i^^ of. Elgypf. . . ^d ft ctihe^\^ pafs tba 51. 
filfjame Day^ that the Lord^did bro^ the* 
Children pf Ifrael out (f JE^pt by their ^^ 
mes.. This, ma^es it evident, tfaaiJwhen the 
Children of Ifrael went out of Egypt, At MMi 
not as a tutniiltuoUs M06 in £onifui£an ind 
Difoitder, butafi Ho/is and an -^tfrwfy undei? 
pro^r Comnaandcrs^ and each with its owa 
^ui^Jard. • ' 

This feemin^ flight ObfecvatiaBt msy yet 
be o£ great IJfe to ihew^ that in ib fliort a 
Time^ oh forfuddfcn a March, with fo great 
a..]^fymbpr o£ jPeople, they. jqouH not hvio 
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gone out in order as Hofts and an Army, if 
there had not been fomc known Officers, arid 
Form of Difcipline before : How could they 
die have known under what Standard they 
were to march, or what particular Officers 
were to command them ? It ihoald feetrr 
then, while they were ytt\h Egypt y <he 
Princes of Tribes were acknowledged a forf 
of general Officers of the Tribes, and the? 
Heads of Families, fubordinate Officers in 
their refpedive Families as Patts of the Hbft. 
J--. So that the Tribe oi Judah^ for inftance, as» 
14. ^the Hoftof /fWtfift, was under the Command 
of JNaJhon Prince of Judah. 
- When we fer' the Ufe of thcfe Princes ind 
Elders of the Tribe of I/f-ael^ both for Coun- 
fel and Comnuind, while they were yet in* 
Egypt y and immediately after they went out 
of JS^//, we need not wonder to find very 
s near the fiunc Order, Dignity and Authority 
continued in .them. Here theWifdom of. 
God feems to have confirmed ancient Cu- 
jftoms, rather than to have made new Condi- 
tutions.. 

We are not to exped tbefe Princes and 
Elders fhould have publick C6urts and Jurif- 
diftion in.the. Bondage of JBgy^/, yet they feem 
to have had fome fort of political Government 
among themfelves, even there. 
: But the Jetbronian Prefedtures, as they 
are ufually called, and the Court of feventy 
Elders, which ihsi Rabbins yfiM have the Ori- 
ginal of their Sanhedrim, were very confi- 

derable 
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dcrable new Conftitutions, and are neceflary 
X.Q be underftood in fome meafure, in order to 
know the true Nature of the Senate of the 
Hebrew Nation. 

When 'Jethro came to vifit Mofes in ^tj^^y^^ 
Wildernefs, where be encamped at the Mount an Prefect 
of Gody he obferved that Mojes fat to judge ^^'^;^.j., 
the People, from the Morning unto the Even- 5. 
ing, as in ancient Times it was cuftomary for 
chief Magiftrates to hear Caufes and admini- 
.fter Juftice in Pcrfon. It is probable the 
Judgment of fo great a Perfon as Mofes^ 
might be better cfteemed and more quietly 
fubmitted unto, than the Judgment of Per- 
fons of lower Reputation and Authority. 
So Jofepbm * undcrftood it : " They not ex- 
** pcdting fuch Right from -other Judges; 
" and when they loll their Caufe before fuch 
•^ a Judge, they bore it with an eafy Mind." 
Mofes alfo might be defirous to give the People 
all the Satisfaction he could ; but, as Jethro 
obferved, this Thing is too heavy for thee^ « ?» 
tbou art not able to perform it thyfelf alone. 
He advifes therefore, that Mofes would keep 
himielf to greater Matters j and as for the 
common Caufes that were daily pleaded, he 
Ihould appoint {omty udges^ who in his ftead 
fhoald hear and decide them, and that thefc 
Judges ihould be provided out of all the People^ 2 il 
able Mehy Jucb as jear God^ Men of Truth ^ 
hating Oruetoufnefs \ that he (hould place 
M fuch 

* Jofephus Ant. Jud, Liii. c. 3. 
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fuch over the People to be Rulers of ^botifandsj 
Rulers of Hundreds^ Rulers of Fifties and 
Rulers of iem^ and let them judge the People 
Ex. xviii. ^f allSeafons . . . I'he hardCaufes they brought 
26. unto Mo/es, but every Jmall Matter they judged 

tbemfelves. 

Thcfe Judges then feem to have been a fort 
of Juftices of Peace in feveral Divifiohs, pro- 
bably taken from the Military Divifions of 
an Hoft, into Thoufands, Hundreds, Fifties 
and Tens ; this was a Model proper for them 
as an Army marching, and not unfuitable to 
their Setriement as Tribes and Families, in a 
fort of Counties, Hundreds and Tithings. 
Perhaps our old Saxon Conftitution of She^ 
riffs in Counties, Hundredors or Centgraves 
in Hundreds, and Deciners in Decennaries, 
may give fome Light to this Conftitution of 
Mofes. Some have thought that thofe Con- 
ftitutions of the Saxons were taken from thefe 
Laws of MofeSj introduced, fays my Author*, 
by Alfredy or his Dircdion. 

Whoever will confider the Advice of Je-^ 
thro^ without too much Rabbinical Learning, 
or too much Veneration for fome great Names, 
who, in thefe Subjeds, implicitly follow the 
Rabbins J may, I think, truly perceive the 
Reafon of this Conftitution, and the Nature 
of the Conftitution itfelf. 

Thefe inferior Judges are generally fuppo- 
fed to have been chofen by the People -j*, 

according 

♦ Bacon of Eng Government, P. i. p, 70. 

"f* AoX»fC<wr$t*T«5 « /!> Ttf W\r^v<i W«>TOJ. Jofcph. Allt. 1. lli* 
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according to yo/epbus, approved of all the 
People according to Mo/es*s own Diredlion ; 
Take ye ^ wife Men^ and underfianding^ and^^^^-'^ 
known dmong your Tribes^ and I will make^^* 
them Rulers over you. It ftiould feem how- 
ever, that tho' in this Conftitution, Perfons 
arc choien to be Judges for their Wifdom 
and Integrity 5 yet as they were to be Per- 
fons known among their Tribes, it is greatly 
probable, that they were to be Perfons whofe 
Chara^ers were moie generally known than 
private Perfons, and therefore that they were 
chofen out of the Officers, Thus thefe 
Judges will be a Sort oi^orum^ diftinguifhed 
from the reft of the Officers by a fpecial 
Commiffion of Oyer and Terminer, to hear 
and determine certain lefler Caufes brought 
before them in their feveral Divifions. 

It does not appear, whether thefe feveral 
Judges and their Courts were fuperior to each 
other, fo that there lay Appeals from the 
Icffer to the larger, as from a lower Court 
to an higher j may it not rather be defign'd 
to give Perfotis Liberty to chufe before whom 
their Caufe fhould be heard, whether within 
' their Tithing or Hundred, or if they had 
much greater Opinion of the Wifdom and 
Integrity of the Judge of the Thoufand of 
Ifrael to which they belong'd, they might, 
as they thought fit, be fo fer fatisfied in chu- 
fing their own Judge, now they had not 
the Liberty of bringing the fmaljer Caufe? 
immediately before Mofes. However, thefe 
M 2 Jethronian 
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Jcthronian Prefeftures,- though they might 
be a Plan of the provincial Judges, and fo 
of the Senates of the Cities in the provincial 
Government, yet they could be no Part, I 
conceive, of the States-General, in which all 
the Tribes were united. 

Of the This wife Provifion by the Jetbrmian 
'^"^'Prefedures for the more eafy and ready Ad- 
miniftration of Juftice, was inftituted while 
//r^^/incamped at the Mount of God, cither 
Horeb or Sinaiy which were two Names of 
the Eaftern and Wcftern Sides of the fame 
Mountain. The Children of Ifrael encamp- 
ed there, about three Months after their 
March out of Egypt thro' the Red Sea into 
the Wildernefs, and continued there about 
one whole Year 5 but before the Coming of 
JetbrOy according to the Computation of the 
learned Archbiflhop UJher *, the Princes of 
Tribes had made their Offering, and the Ta- 
bernacle was ered:cd. I obferve this Cir- 
cumftance as we go along, becaufe it will ap- 
pear of fome Ufe prefently. The IfraeliteSy 
by Diredlion of the Schecbinah or Cloud of 
Glory, marched from Sinai to the Wildernefs 
of Parany at which Time the Army march'd 
in its Hojis^ under the Command of the 

^ jam .X. pj.jj^^g q£ f j^g Tribes in very exadl mi- 
litary Order. Here tbe People complairtdy 
and it difpleafed the Lordy and tbe Lord beard 
it^ and tbe Firj of tbe Lard burned among 

tbemy 

* Ufler. Annal. An. ant. C. U. 1490, 
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tbem^ and confumed them that were in the utter^ . 
tnofl Parts of the Camp. And here the ^i^t^^^^^ ^i 
Multitude that was among them fell a lufting^ i. 
and the Children alfo wept again ^ andfaid^ ivbo 
Jhall give us Flejh to eat ? When Mojes per- 
ceived the great Uneafinefs and Difcontent of 
the People, and that the Anger of the Lord 
was kindled greatly ; he alfo was greatly con- 
cerned and afHided with fo unpromifing and 
melancholy a Profpedt of Affairs. He com- 
plains, lam not able to bear all this People^^^-^^^ 
abnej becaufe it is too heavy for me. Upon*' 
this Complaint Jehovah ^d unto Mofes^ Ga-- 
tber unto me feventy Men of the Elders of If- '4- 
rael^ whom thou knowe/l^ to be Elders of the 
People^ and Officers over them y and bring them 
unto the Tabernacle of the Congregation^ that 
they may fiand there with thee i and I will ^^^ ,y^ 
come down and talk with thee there j and 1 will 
take of the Spirit which is upon tbeCy and will 
put it upon them, and they fball bear the Bur-r 
den of the People with thee^ that thou bear it 
not thyfelf alone. 

This Dircdtion was pundually executed by 
Mofes ; for Mofes went out and told the People *4« ^5- 
the Words of the Lardy and gathered the Jeven^ 
ty Men of the Elders of the People y and fet 
them round about the Tabernacle \ and the 
Lord came down in a Cloudy and Jpake unto 
bimy dndtook of the Spirit that was upon himy 
and gave it unto the feventy Elders 3 and 

M 3 it 
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it cam^ to pafs that when the Spirit rejlei 
upon tbem^ they prophefied and did not ceafe. 

This is the Account the Scriptures give of 

the Original and Inftitution of this famoua 

Court or Council, io much celebrated by the 

Hehre%n) Mafters. 

Gen. xlvi. " In ihis Account the Number Seventy, 

^7- fays Biftiop Patrick^ *' is fuppo(ed both by 

" the Jewijh and Cbrijiian Writers, to be 

" derived from the Number of Perfons that 

" went down into Egypt with Jacohy wbo^ 

Numb.xi/' faith R. Becbai^ were a,* kind of Pro^ 

1 6. <« totype of this Number in future Ages: 

Ex,iii.i6." ^^^ hence they vjt:^ governed by fo ra^iny 

*^ Elders when they were in Egypt. (Where 

" there is no Mention indeed made of the 

" Seventy, but he gathers it from what fol-. 

fcdy. x-9/^ lowed) and thofe were the Seventy, whom 

" we find at the giving of the Law a little 

" after they came out of Egypty who are 

*' called Nobles or Great Men. So that this 

** Number was not now firft conftitutcd, 

** but rather continued and confirmed." 

What might have been the particular 
Reafon of chufing the Number of Seventy 
out of the many more Elders of the iS?* 
brenjos^ is neither certain, nor of great Im- 
portance ; but as fcventy of the Elders, that 
is, out of a greater Number, were chofen to 
accompany Mofes^ Aarm^ Nadab and A^ 
bihuy to the Mount j fo here feventy of 

the 
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the BWcrsof yrael^ that is, out of a greater 
Nomber, are a{>poiQtcd to bear the Burden of 
the People with MofeSy Whom ihm , knoweft te E^ xxiv. i 
be EJders of the People. For there were many • 
Elders, fays Bifliop Patrick ♦, out of whom 
feventy were chofen. 

Thcfe icventy (o chofen out of the other 
Elders, were to be brought to the Tabernacle 
of die Congregation, that they might fland 
there with Mofes. They were to be prcfcnt- 
ed unto God, and confecratcd to this Service, 
that they might be as a {landing Council to 
affift Mofes in the Government of the People, 
fo as to eafe him in the Burden, of the Go- 
vernment, that he might not continue to 
bear it himfelf alone. . In orddrito give greater 
Weight and Authority to their , Councils, God 
promifes he would talk withiiW^i, " to 
*^ declare, perhaps, fays the . fwcmentioned 
BHhop Patrick^. *^ in their Awdieore, that 
" he appointed them to be Affiftints to Afo- 
" ^x in the Government:'' :Or, by the 
Voice of the Offocky to dedacei his Ap- 
probation of ^/bs^s Govern&ettt, and his 
Appointment of thcfe Eiders t6i ftflift him 
in his Adminiftration, Aid, 'L'wil take of 
the Spirit ivbicb is. upon . ttke;^ Mtti .put it 
tipQtt them : Or, . in the Words^ of the fathe 
Author *, '• He conferred upon thefc 
" Men fome of Ihe Gifts, (^hich.are here 
" meant by Spirit,) viz,^ of /Wifdom, and 
** Judgment, and Courage, with all otherj 
M 4 " that 

♦ Patrick, lb. f W. it 
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" that arc needful in a Governor/' Th af- 
fure the Performance of this Promife to the 
Satisfadlion . of the People, it came to pafs, 
when the Spirit refted on them, they pro-- 
, pbejied and ceafed not. Not to enter into 
any critical Enquiry how they prophefied, 
or how long, which is not to our prefcnt 
Purpofe 5 it is fufEcient to obfervc, that the 
Spirit of Prophecy was an evident Sign that 
they were ohofen by God for Coadjutors to 
Mofe^y that they were approved by him, and 
had received from him a Spirit of Govern- 
ment. 

It is not certain in what Manner they were 
chofen : " The Jewi fuppofe that fix were 
" named out of each Tribe, that is feventy- 
•* two in all, and in fcventy Schedules 
** M^ifj, with the Name of £/t/^, but the 
^* other two were Blanks j then mixing all 
<^ thefe m an Urn, he bad them come and 
<« draw. They who drew a Schedule with 
'^ the Name BMer on it, were chofen \ 
** they who drew Blanks, were not/' But, 
as the fame Author obfcrvcs, ** this whole 
Story di the Mannfcr of chufing the Elders, 
is very dubious/' However it was they 
were nominated or chofen, it is highly pro- 
bable, that as they were to bear the common 
Burthen of the Government with Mofes^ 
which concerned all the Tribes, arid which 
in particular was intended to keep them 
from continual mutinous Complaints; it 

was 

• Patrick on ver. 26. 
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was proper there (hould be an equal Num- 
ber of each Tribe, and that they (hould be 
fuch Perfons as the Tribes themfelves fhould 
approve, and confirm by their Choice, as Per- 
fons fit to be confided in. And thus far the 
Hebrew Writers are unanimous. 

But the Delign of this Inftitution is of the 
greatefl Importance, in this Enquiry. In ge- 
neral, they were to bear the Burthen of the 
People with Mofes^ that he might not bear 
it alone; This fure cannot be meant of the 
common and ordinary Adminiftration of Ju- 
ilice, which had been provided for juft be- 
fore, in the Jetbronian Prefeftures. As far 
then as they were to aiiift Mofes in Matters 
judiciary, it could only be in thofe greater 
Matters, which, as referv'd Caufes, were to 
be brought before Mofes ; or fuch difficult 
Queilions as were referred by Appeal from 
the inferior Judges. In this Senfe, this Court 
of the feventy Elders will be a Conftitution 
not much unlike the Parliament of Paris^ 
fo far as that is a Court of Law. But this 
was not the only End for which . this Court 
was inftituted. The immediate Occafion of 
its Inilitution, was the Complaint of Mofes^ 
on the Murmuring and Sedition of the Peo- 
ple, and the Difpleafure of God ; that Fire 
was fent to confume.them that were in the 
uttermofl Parts of the Camp$ " or fome in 
*^ every Part of the Camp, as Bifhop Patrick 
juftly obfervcs, " where they began to make 
*' Complaints to one another of their being 
2 '' fliU 
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" ftiU in a Waddrncfs/* It is in Aofwer 
to this Complaint of Mofes on this Occafion, 
that the Lord faid. Gather unto me feventy 
Men, of the Elders of Ifrael .... that they 
may ftand with thee • : . . j4nJ they Jhall 
bear the Burthen of the People with thee^ 
that thou bear it not thy felf alone. We 
fee plainly, that thefc feventy were to be 
Coadjutors to Mofes in his .Councils, how 
to anfwer the People's: Complaints, and to 
advife what would be bed to do on all Oc- 
cafions, efpecially of greater DifEculty ; to 
preferve Peace and good Order among the 
People, and to prevent thofc Mutinies which 
would likely prove fatal to the whole Na- 
tion, if not remedied by fome Means or 
other. 

In this View the feventy Elders will appear 
to be defign'd not only as a ftanding Court 
of Law and Equity, to affift Mofes as Judge 
in Caufes of greater Coufequence, and in 
Appeals, but to aflift the Judge with their 
Advice on every Occaiion j this was properly 
to bear the Burthen of the People together 
with Mofei^ that he might not bear it himfelf 
alone. For now the Judge would not bear 
all the Envy or Ill-will of the People when 
diflatisfied or uneafy with any Part of the 
Adminiftration : For the Common-People, 
though they know very little of the Rea- 
fons of any Adminiftration, are yet apt to 
think every Thing wrong that does not pleafe 
thcm,*or which is attended with Difficulties to 

them- 
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themfelves or the Publick. Now, a Coun« 
cil of fevcnty Pcflbn^ of the moft approved 
Wifdom and Integrity, would at Icaft (hare 
this Burthen among them all, inftead of 
throwing the whole on one Man. And it 
would be moreover an Eafe to the Judge's 
own Mind, and make him more refolv'd in 
any Council to be taken or executed, when 
it fhould be with the Advice and Approba-^ 
tion of a Multitude of Coanfellors, in which 
there is Wifdom and Safety. And finally, it 
was proper to give Authority and Refpeft* to 
fuch Orders as fliould be made by Advice of 
Perfons, whom the People themfelves had 
approved and chofen, as eminent for their 
Wifdom and Integrity. 

Coniider then this Court, as a fianding Se- 
nate always at hand, or as a conftant Privy 
Council to the Judge, and we have a moft 
wife Provifion for the eafier and better Go- 
vernment of the whole Nation ; and this 
will make a coniiderable Part of the States-^ 
General of the united Tribes. 

But there remains another Confideration 
of very great Confequcncc, as to the national 
Senate ofxhcHe&rews : Many feem to think, 
that it confifted only of thefe feventyElders, led 
into this great Miftake, I think, by the chime^ 
rical De£:ription tht TalmuJicalWV rittrs have 
given of their Sankedrim ; as if thefe feventy 
Elders were the only Members of the Na- 
tional Council, and that the States*General of 
the united Tribes confifted of no other Pep- 
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fbns than thefe. This is a Miflake, as I con- 
ceive, abfolutely inconfiftcnt with fome of 
the plaineft Fads of the Hebrew Hiftory, and 
which has mifled fome very learned Men in- 
to a confiderablc Error, concerning the true 
Nature of the Hfbrew Government. 

For the Princes or Nobles of the Hebrews 
in their feveral Tribes, that is, the Princes 
of the Tribes and the Heads of the Families 
of their Fathers, appear very plainly to have 
SeJJum and Vote in their national Senate. A 
few Inftances will be a fufEcient Proof of 
this Part of the Hebrew Government* 

When the Children of Reuben and Gad 
came with a Petition to have their Settle- 
ment affigned to them on the Eaft of Jor-^ 
Numbers dan^ Tbey came and /pake unto Mofes and 
^^^^'^^^Eleazar the Frieft^ am unto tbe Princes of 
the Congregation. Though this Petition was 
long after the Inftitution of the Sanhedrim, 
yet the Princes of the Congregation are af- 
fembled to confider this Proposal ; as they 
,xvii. had been before in the Cafe of Female Suc- 
ceffioi)s;and as they were afterwards upon the 
xxxvi. R^ulation of die Marriages oiHeireJJes with- 
in their own Families. 

As thofe Perfons are defcribed by the Titles 
of the Princes^ the chief Fathers of the Chil- 
dren of Ifraely it is plain we are to under- 
ftand the fame Perfons who were Princes of 
Tribes and Heads of Families, who were the 
Nbbles^ of Ifrael before the Inftitution of 
the Sanhedrim, whofe Rank and Authority 

in 
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in the Hebrew Goverument was no Ways 
taken away by the Inftitution of that Court. 
Thcfe were ftill the great Council or Senate 
of the Nation. This may appear yet more 
evident from a few Inftances under the Ad- 
miniftration of Jojhua the Succeffor of Afo- 
Jes. 

.When yojhua made a League with the 
Gibeonites^ it was confirmed by the Appro- 
bation of the Princes of the Congregation ; 
Aid yojhua made Peace nmtb tbem, and joiix.ii: 
made a Leagtte with tbem, and the Princes 
of the Congregation fware unto them. And 
thus again, when the Daughters of Zehpbe^ 
had came to petition for their Inheritance, 
as it had been ordered by the Voice of the 
Oracle^ T^hey came near before Eleazar the xm. 4; 
Prieji^ ana before Jojhua the Son of Nun, 
and before the Princes. And once more, 
when the Ealiem Tribes had built an Altar 
which gave Jealoufy to the Wejiern Tribes, 
TSgf fent Pbineas the Son of Eleazar thejm. 13, 
Prieji; and with him ten Princes, of each ^^ 
chiej lioufe a Prince, throughout all the 
bribes of Ifrael, and each one was an Head 
of the Houfe of their Fathers among the 
uhoufands of IJrael : That is, they fent a 
iblemn Deputation of the national Senate, in 
the Name of the whole Congregation of the 
Lord, to expoflulate the Matter with them. 
But how, you will fay, are we then to 
tinderftand the feeming difierent Accounts df 

the 
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the Senate of Ifrael? Was the Court or 
Cminciloi the Sanhedrim the fame Perfons 
with thefe Princes oilfrael? The Defcrip- 
tipn of thefe Princes, is fuch, as cannot pof- 
fibly agree with any other Perfons than the 
Princes of the Tribes, and the Heads of Fa- 
milies, fo well known before the Inftitutioti 
of the Sanhedrim, that it cannot mean the 
feventy Elders of the Sanhedrim only 5 and 
yet their Rank and Authority are fpoken of 
in fuch Manner, as to (hew, that they were 
employed in the great Affairs of the Nation, 
why may we not conceive of the Sanhedrim 
as a feledl Senate, or as a lefler and privy 
Council ; when yet all the Princes of I/rael 
might have Seffion and Vote in the great 
and general Council of the Nation, which, 
when affembled, is called by the ancient Style, 
the Princes of the Congregation ; and this 
may be a good Reafon why the Elders of 
the Sanhedrim have fo little exprefs Notice 
taken of them ; for when the general national 
Senate was ailembled, they were confidered 
only as particular Members of it. 

Perhaps a modern Conftitution, which is 
more generally known, may ferve to give us 
an eafier Notion of this national Seriate of 
the Hebrews 5 I mean the Conftitution of 
the Parliament of Paris^ which is thus gi- 
ven us by an eminent Author : " Our Kings 
*• attended the great Affairs. They aiJcm- 
** bled the great Men of the Kingdom, and- 
Jf thefe AfTemblics were called the King's 

" Court 
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Court or Parliament. The great Men 
who attended thefe Aflemblies, were ftiled 
Barons of the Kingdom, and afterwards 
Peers of France. Thefe Barons of the 
Kingdom were the Bifhops, Dukes^ Earls, 
and all the great Tenants, who held im- 
mediately of the Crown ; but as it was 
not eafy to examine fully many of the 
Affairs which came before them, the 
Kings gave Commiffion to Men of Abili- 
ties, to affift with their Care and Coun- 
cils, and thefe Councilors were called 
Matters of Parliament*." 
In the Parliament of Paris then, all the 
Peers of France have Seflion and Vote^, 
but for the ordinary and common Bufinefs, 
as a Court of Law and Appeals, a certain 
Number of Counfellors are commiflion*d to 
tranfad it. Thefe Matters of Parliament are 
Men learned in the Laws, prefide as Judges 
in a Court of Juttice, to examine and re- 
gifter the Afts of State, &c. But on ex- 
traordinary Occafions, when a full Parliament 

is 



* Les Rois continttoient toujoars a prendre ConnoiiTance 
dea grandes AfFaies^ ils aifembloient les Grands duRo/aume, 
et ces AiTemblees etoient appeUees la Cour da Roy, ou le 
Farlemenc ; lesGrandes qui y affilloient fiirent qualifiesBarons 
du Royaume, & enfuitc Pairs du France, les Barons do- 
Royaume etoient, les Eveques, les Dues, les Comtes, en 
une mot, les Grands Vai&ux immediates de la Couronne, 
mis comme il etoit malaife d* examiner a Fosds U plupart 
des Afiaires, les Roys commirent de Gens, habiles pour 
ies aider, de leur foins, & de leur Confeil, et ces Confeil- 
krs fureni appellees Maitres du Parlement. La Force Du 
fiyift, de la tramey Tom. I. /. 204, 
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is fummoned, ail the Peers of France have 
Right of Seffion and Vote as Members of 
it. 

If we were to fuppofe the Sanhedrim 
Ibmewhat after this Manner, conftantly at- 
tending as Judges in more difficult Cafes of 
Law and Appeals, and to affift the Judge as 
a privy Council on common Occafions ; and 
if we were to confider the Princes of Ifrael^ 
as Peers of Ifrael^ who had Seflion and 
Vote in the national Senate when aflembled 
on extraordinary Occafions of greater Con - 
fequence : We fhould come nearer, I think, 
to the Truth of the Cafe than we generally 
do, from the falfe Notions of the Sanhedrim, 
taught in the fabulous Accounts of the jT^/- 
muaifis.^ 

Some may imagine the Preamble to the 
Laws of King Jw^*, will give fome light 
to this Conftitution ; there is mention of 
all his Aldermen^ ^ ' and at the lame Time 
of the elder wife Men : What may we fup- 
pofe the Difference between thefe ? As the 
Alderman appears to be much the fame 
with Early while that was a Name of Office 
and chief Government in a County ; fo the 
Witan feem to be Men of Learning in the 
Law, or employed in Affairs of State, and 

fo 

* Mid EaUum minumEaldennannuin/ and tham yideftan 
Witan minre theod, omnium Senatonim meorumy 8c nam 
majorum Sapientum Popoli mei. Intt Liges* 

t Ealdcrman, Senior, Senator, Princeps, Satrapa, Wit- 
word, Witaword^ Reiponfa Prodehtum. Wita Confiliarius, 
Sapiens. Voiai. 
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fo moft convcrfant and beft fkill'd in them. 
But fuch Similitude of the wife Men to the 
Hebrew Sanhedrim, and of the Aldermen to 
the Princes of IJrael, is fubmitted to the 
Judgment of thofe who are fkill'd in our 
Saxon Antiquities. 

However, this feems clear and evident, that 
whoever they were who compofed the great 
Council or Senate of the Hebrew Nation, 
under the Stile of Pripccs or Elders, that 
there was a Senate to aflift the Judge, and 
by whofe Advice he aded in Affairs of 
Confequence, and which concerned the 
whole Nation. And this was a fecond Part 
of the Union of the Tribes. There was a 
national Council and Senate, as well as a 
Congregation of all IfraeL 

CHAP- X. 
Of the J u D G £• 

GOD, the Author of the Hebrew Polity, 
having taken care by the Congregation 
of ail IJrael^ and by the Senate of Princes and • 
.Elders, for the Prefer vation of the Liberties 
of the People, and for the Wifdom of the 
Adminiftration of Government, takes further 
care of the executive Powers, that the wile 
Rcfolutions which might be taken at any 
Time, (hould be brought into due and 
timely Execution j and that the Force of the 
N Nation 
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Nation flioold be properly employed for the 
Defence and Proteftion of the whole. 

The wifeft Nations have ever thought it 
convenient to lodge thefe Powers either in one 
hand, or at Icaft in a few, to prevent the 
Delays and manifeft Inconveniences which 
would certainly arife from Difference of Sen- 
timents in Perfons of equal Authority, when 
Things were to be brought into Execution ; 
fo that almoft all Forms of Government 
have found it neceffary to have fome Com- 
mander in Chief for their Armies, and foftic 
fir/i or principal Magiftrate or Magiftrates, 
either hereditary, or for Term of Life or 
Years, to fummon the national Councils, to 
prefidein them,, and to fee to a due Adrtii- 
niftration of Juftice, according to Law and 
Equity. Thus the Lacedamonians had their 
KingSy the Athenians their Archons^ the Car- 
ihaginians their Stiffetes^ the Romans their Con- 
fuh^ and the Hebrews their Judges. 

Very little is to be learh'd of the Nature 
of a Magirtracy from its Name, the Kings of 
Lacedcemon had no more Authority than the 
Corifuls of Rome', and among the Hebrews 
the Words JG;?^ and Judge fcem to be 
ufed promifcuoufly. For, as Bertram ob- 
serves *, '* the Word King in fomc Places 



** means 



* Regis aufem nomine intejligi videtur Guberdator, & 
Dujf (juilibet, qaalis fuerat Mofes, qualis etmn Jofhua, qua- 
Us deniqufe hierant Jtrdices qai poftca excitari lunt. B^U 
de Kep.Hihr^^ 104. 
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^* means only a chief Governor or Captain, 
* * fuch as Mofes^jQjfjua^ and the other Judges/' 
Mofes is in particular called King of Jefurun 5 Deuteron. 
and to judge J/raelw2LS of the fame Import^^^"*^- 
and meant the fame Authority. 

The Title of King in the After-times of 
the Hebrew Government did fignify a Ma- 
giftracy, different in feme Things from the 
Magiftracy of a Judge ^ yet not in fo many 
as are ufually thought j but the Difference 
between thefe Magiftracies is not to our pre- 
fent Purpofe. 

The Magiftracy of Judge ^ as it appears in 
the ancient Hebrew Hiftory,and in the Admi-. 
niftration of Mofes and Jofhua^ wa« the true^ 
primitive Conftitution of the Hebrew Go- 
vernment, and which the Wifdom of the 
■divine Lawgiver had appointed as one prin- 
cipal Part (^i the Union of the Tribes, in the 
Power of their Arms, in their national Coun- 
cils, and in the Adminiftration of national 
Juftice. 

This Part of the Conftitution was very 
foon negledlcd and altered : 'there was ^Or^^^^ 
King or Judge in IfraeL The Confequenccxix. i. 
of which, was very great Diforders, Civil 
Wars among themfelves, Invafions from 
their Enemies, by whom they were greatly 
opprefs'd, and they were made to ferve their 
Heathen Neighbours. This continued more 
or lefs, from a little after the Death of 
Jojhua and the Elders of his Time, till this 
N 2 Part 
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Part of the Conftitution was in fome Mea- 
fure reftored under Eli and Samuel i which 
was foon after changed into the Office and 
Authority of the Aftcv-Kings^ when the 
chief Magiftracy became an hereditary Office, 
and was inl?irged with fome new Powers 3 
but as that was not the anginal Conftitu- 
tion, it is what our prefent Enquiry is very 
little concerned in, We are only concerned 
to examine how this Magiftracy was inftitut- 
ed and exercifed by Mofes and Jo/hua^ in 
whofe Hiflory alone we can expedt to find a 
true Account of it. Agreeable to this true 
hiftorical Account, Conringius gives a generd 
Defcription of this Magiftracy in Mofes y That 
•' * with refpc^ to God who referv'dtohim- 
*' felf the fupreme Authority over the JiV- 
** brew Nation, and who was himfelf pro- 
" perly King of IJrael^ Mofes might not 
" improperly be called his Viceroy. •j-How- 
ever, " that Mofes had a Magiftracy and an 
" Authority, tho* depending in a peculiar 
" manner on God himfelf, of confulting, 
^' appointing, commanding, and judging 
*^ Controverfies in the" Hebrew Nation, is 

" evident 

* Q,uf m habito refpe^Vu ad Deum, qui fummam potefta- 
tcm, fibi in Popalo Hebraeo fervaverat, atque adeo illius 
Rex erat, haud abfurde piwegem dixcris. Conringius di 
Rep. Behra, 249. 

f Cseterum gefTiffe Moyfem Maglftratum, habuiflecjuc po- 
jceftatcm, peculiar! tamen modo ab ipfo ijeo depend^ntem, 
deliberandi, llatuendi, & nundandi, ac de controverfiis judi* 
c.indi in Genre Ebrajorum, id ex Hiftoria facra, quam ip(e 
Mo)'fes fcripfu, abunde liquet. Id, ib, 250. 
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^* evident from the iacred Hiftory, which- 
* ' Mofes himfelf wrote. 

We may find a pretty exaft Account of 
the Nature of this high Office in the He-^ 
Are^v Government, in the Appointment of 
yopua Succeflbr to MofeSy and the Recogni- 
tion of his Authority by the People, 

As to the Appointmcnt,of y^/^, Succef- 
£ov to Mofes ^ the Lord faidunto Mofes ^ /jif^ Numbers 
thee Jojhua the Son of Nun, a Man in whom ^^]'2o/-^^ 
is the Spirit y and lay thine Hand upon him^ 
and fet him before Eleazar the Priejly and 
before ail the Congregationy and give him a 
Charge in their Sight i and thou fhalt put 
feme of thine Honour upon bim^ that all the 
Congregation of the Children of Ifrael may be 
obedient ; and heJJoall Jiand before Eleazar the 
Priejiy who Jhall ajk Counfel Jor him, after 
the Judgment of Vrim before the Lord ; at 
bis Wordfhall they go out ^ and at hii Word 
they fhall crnne in,, both he, and all the Chil^ 
dren of Ifrael with him, even all the Congre^ 
gation. 

From this Accouqt, the* fhort, we ttioy ^^^^^y^ 
yet, I think, conclude with fufficient Autho- reditary 
rity, that this high Office of the Judge of^^^"- 
Ifrael was not to be an hereditary Office; 
nor did the Policy of Mofes take one Step to 
perpetuate this great Magiftracy in his Po- 
Itcrity or Family. On the contrary, the 
Hiftory informs us, that iWb/^j himfelf de- 
N 3 fired 
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fired the Nomination of a SuccefTor before 

his Death, and confulted the Oracle upon it. 

K hen ^^^ Mofesjpake unto the Lord^ fay^^St ^^' the 

jtxvii. I J, Lord^ the God cfthe Spirits of all Fkjh^ (et a 

16, 17. ^an over the Congregation y wbicb may go 

out bejore them^ and which may go in before 

them^ and which may lead them outy and 

which may bring them /«, that the Congregar 

tion of the Lord be not as Sheep which have 

no Shepherd. 

It appears then Mofts couM have no 
Views of leaving this great and powerful Of-, 
lice in the H^'^r^'ii:? Government, an. hereditary 
Honour in his own Family, in virtue of any 
hereditary Claims or Right. It was highly 
convenient, this important Office fliould bet 
difcharged by Perfons of great and eminent 
/ Qualifications. A Man, " in whom was 
** the Spirit of Courage, Prudence, and the 
" Fear of God, with all other Gifts nectary 
"^ in an excellent Governor," fays Bifhop 
Patrick. And therefore God, by the Voice 
of his Oracle^ appoints Jojhua the Son of 
l^un^ of another Family, and even of another 
Tribe, to be his Succeffor 5 for Joflma was 
of the Tribe of E^hraim. Thus this high 
Office of Mojes^ with all his Authority and 
with all his Policy, continued in his Family 
no longer than his own Life. 

However, the great Ufefulnefs and Impor- 
tance of this Magiftracy in the Hebreiv Go- 
vernment, is ftrongly recommended as a ma- 

2 terial 
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. crwl Part of the Conftitution, that the Con- 
gregation may not be as Sheep without a 
Shepherd. To go in and out before fbem^ 
to lead them, out, and to bring them in, 
may mean the Command in War and the 
Diiedlion of civil Affairs j and it (hould f.em 
tp be underftood fo, when Mojh is directed 
to put fpmeof his Honour on Jojhua^ that 
all the Congregation of the Children of //- 
rael may be obedient. What can be the 
Meaning of putting fome of the Honour df 
Mofes on Jojhua^ but what Bifhop Patrick 
obferves, *' communicating fome of his Au- 
" thority to him at present, and making 
** him an Aflbciate in the Government ?'* 
Now it is plain that Mofes judged Ifrael by 
Authority in Civil Affairs, as well as by the 
chief Command of their Armies. 

It will further however appear, that how q-y^ j^^ 
great foever the Authority of the Hebrew thonty of 
Judge or Stadtholder was, it could not be^^'^*^^' 

arbitrary. Greater Matters, as we have feen, trary. 
were to be propofed to the Congregation 
and. Princes, or Senate oi Ifrael -y and he was 
alfp to confult the Oracle ^ after the Judgment 
of Urim before the Lord : So that the 
Judge, as well as the Congregation, were to 
be direded by the Oracle. The Rabbins 
have form'd a general Maxim from hence, 
"That no private Perfon was allow'd to 
^* confult the Oracle j none but the King, 
*' the Head of the great Sanhedrim, and fuch 
N 4 ** as 
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** as were appointed in the Name of all the 
« People*." 

It is plain the Judge is hefc direded to 
ftand before the Prieft, who Ihall alk Coon- 
fel for him. In this all the Succeflbrs of iWi?- 
Jes were inferior to him. He confulted the 
Oracle himfclf, but all his Succeflbrs we^e to 
afk Counfel of the Oracle by the High- 
Prieft. So that the Authority of the Judge 
could not be arbitrary^ when it was temper- 
ed by the Approbation of the Oracle ^ as 
well as by the Advice and Confent of the 
Senate and People. This Ufe of the Oracle 
may give light to fome Parts of the Hebrew 
Hiftory, which too commonly are miftaken, 
or not well underftood. In particular, this ^ 
will fhew a wife Reafon why the Hebrews 
were fo often overcome and opprefs'd by their 
Enemies, becaufe they a<5ted rafhly^ trufting 
to their own Coonfels without afking Coun- 
fel of the Or^r/?, or difregarding the Direc- 
tions given by it, which muft be a very cri- 
minal Behaviour in this Conftitution. 

We may yet more diftinftly perceive the 
Nature of this Part of the Hebrew Govern" 
ment, if we confidcr Jojhua's adtual Accef- 
Joih i I. ^^^^ ^^ '^^ Government. Now after the 
Death ,of Mofes the Servant of the Lord^ 
it came to paf that the Lord Jpake unto 

Jojhua 

• Qain ad illud in Mifna, de confulendo hoc Oraculo ; pc- 
mini fcilicet id licuiffe private, fed Regi, & Synedrio, & ci 
qui Reipublicae; id ef^, q^i Populi & Univerfieads nomine, 
atque Aucoritate ut Legatus confulebat. Selden de Sjnedr, 
/. iii. r. 12. J. 4. V, 1. 1 72 J. 
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yojhua the Son of Nun^ Mofes^i Mimfier ; 
and encourages him to take upon hini the 
Command of the Ifraelites^ promifing tbert , ^ . 
Jhatt not be any Manctble tofiatid before thee^ 
all the Days of thy^ Life 5 as I was with 
Mofes^ fo I will be with tbee^ I will not fail 
thee nor for fake thee. Thus Jvjhua was in a 
veiyfolcmn Mariner tfoftfirm^d in his Office 
by the Voice of the Or^r/^ 3 on this Occa-, 2^x3,14, 
fion he fends for the Tribes oi Reuben^ Qad^ i5» 
and the half Tribe of M(inaffeh\ who were 
fettled in the Country Eaft of Jordan^ to di- 
redt them to pais with their Brethren over 
that River, and to affift them in taking Pof* 
fcflion of their Portion on the Wcftern Side^ 
Now the Authority they acknowledged in 
yojkua as Judge, is thus cxprefs*d : And tbfy 
anfwered Jofhua^ faiin^^ All ttat thou com- 16,17,18. 
mandeji us^ we wtU' do ; and • wbitberfiever 
tbou fendefi us^ we'^ mB go.' AdearSng as 
we hearkened unto Mofes in all^^hings^ fp 
will we hearken unto thee only: the. Lord 
thy God be with thee ^ as he was with Mojis. 
JVhofoever he be that doth rSd againft thy 
Commandment^ and will not hearken imto tkf 
Words in all ihkt ihm eommandeft him^ oe 
Jhall be put to Deaths only Ife jifong and of a 
good Courage. '- 

This fcems, fays Biihop Patrick^ to be the 
Voice of all the People, and of their Elders, 
or a Decree made by ihfi Elddrs^ as the Jews 

underfiand 
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underftand it. It is mQftlikely, this, was a 
TranfedJrioii with the wixde People of Ifrael^ 
or with the whole Congregation ; and fb i( 
will be the legal Form, in which they re- 
cogniz'd the Authority of Jojhua. Hence, a 
contuaiacious Disobedience to the Cbmo^ands 
of the Jiidge^ was a capital Offence ; for 
tho* the Judge had not arbitrary Power, but 
was to act by Advice af the Oracky and Con* 
fent of the Princes and Congregation ; ytt for 
any private Pcrfon, or for any Number of 
private Perfons, to refufe Obedience to the 
Orders of the Judge, was a Violation of all 
Order and Government, a kind of Mutiny 
and Defertiofiy which \n all wife Govern- 
ments have always been punt(hed as capital 
Crimes* : 

* The Authority thpn of the Judge was very 
great. As a General in Wi^ri He had the chief 
Cotnmaod of the Army ; As the chief civil 
Magiftrate, fae.fum^non^ (he Senate, and 
the Coi)eregsite>n of the People, ppppied 
the puUick ' AiFairs unto thepi^ as a ifiril 
Senatorial! Magiftrate; and adfd in a^U 
Tilings ^^Vicero^y or St^hqUer oi JekQ- 
vab the King ot Ifraei He ha,d t^^t Ai;- 
*4hority in War, as Qeneral, and in publick 
Affairs of State, prefiding in their Councils, 
' and executing their Re&lutions, that the ex- 
* ccutive Power of the Governn^ept was prin- 
cipally lodged in his H^Qd$. 

Thus ' 
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^Tbus the Scriptures tfaemfelves reprefont 
this Office to us. It muft be very unfiiir to 
impute to this Inftilution any Faults what- 
foevcr, which are owing folely to a Corrup- 
tion or Alteration of it : Whether under 
the Judges, foon after Jq/huay to the Elec--' 
tjon of Sauly or from thence during the 
Government under the Kings. It would b&* 
tpo long to ihew in particular, wherein thofe 
Governments departed from the original 
Conftitution ; it may be fufEcient to make 
one general Remark : That what the He^ 
brew Natioa fofFered for omitting, this Part 
of their Conf|itution, taught them the Negefi* 
fity of reviving it b fome Form or other 5 
and what thqy fulFered aftetwards plainly^ 
(hewed that the Alterations made m thia 
Office, we(e very far ftpm Amendments^ 
It inight eai^ly be made to appear, from the 
weak State ot the Hebrewi under occaiional 
Judges, rais'd only for a Tinie| and whoie 
Authority, reficb'd but a Part of the Nati- 
on, and from the fatal Rent of the Kingdom 
oi Jfraely from the Kingdom of Judab^ 
owing to, the Refolution of Rtboboamy to 
follow the Councils of private Men and Fa-^ 
vourites, againfl: the national Council and 
Congregation ; who well . underflood their 
own Power, tho' he was fo weak as not to 
know it, or fo obftinate as not to regard it. 

lihall 
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I fliall leave this Part of thb Hebrew Con- 
ftitution, with afhort Summary' of the Na- 
ture of this Office, in the Words of the very 
learned Calmet. " It (the Authority of the 
Judges) " reached both to Affairs of War 
** and Peace. They determined Caufes with 
•* abfolute Authority, but they had no PoW- 
•* er to make new Laws or impofe new 
** Taxes on the People. They were Pro- 
** teftors of the Law, Defenders of Religion, 
** Avengere of Crimes, efpecially of Idolatry ; 
** yet ftill without Shew, without Pomp, 
" without Followers, without Equipage, un- ' 
" leis their own, Eftates enabled them to have' 
*• * a Number of^ Servants conformable to their 
'^ Dignity */'^'Bqt thiscobld fildom hap- 
peri; for, as* our Author futtEer obferves, 
^^ The Revenues^ their Offi(;(?c6nfifted iij 
" the Prefents that were made to them ; they 
" had no other fettled Revenue, hor did they 
** raife any thing from the People/* 

Here then was a Magiftratc of great Ser- 
vice in uniting the Councils and Fxirces of the 
Hebrew Nation ; and what may defervc a* 
^rticular Refleftion, a Magifti:ate of fuph 
Authority as was fufficient to prevent any 
ambitious Dcfigns of any other Magiftrates, 
how great or powerful foever, from taking 
Place, whether of the Princes of the Tribes; 
or of any of the more powerful ^ribeSy or 
of the Higb'PrieJly whatever you will fup- 

pofe 

• Calmct Dift. V. Judges. 
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pofe their Authority to be. For the chief 
Authority both in Affairs of War and Peace 
being lodged in his Hands,, all other Perfons 
were under obligations of Obedience to him^ 
and contumacious Difobedience to him was 
a capital Crime by the Conftitution ; and as 
he had the chief Command of all Ifrael as 
an Army,, what ambitious Views could be 
put in Execution without a general Revolt 
of all the Tribes, hardly poffible when the 
Tribes were under the Command of different 
Princes, who could have no common Interefts 
or Ambition to unite them, but muft rather 
have oppofite Interefts and Ambition, unlefe 
they {hould be united in Prefervation of the 
Conftitution and the common national Li- 
berty, if the Judge ftiould attempt to ftretch 
his Power and Authority beyond its legal 
Bounds fet to it by the Conftitution. 

Yet, on the other hand, this Conftitution 
has taken the utmoft Care, and with all the 
Marks of political Wifdom, that the Judge 
fhould not have it in his Power to ftretch 
his Authority beyond its legal Bounds s for 
his Authority was temper'd by the Oracle^ 
and by the Advice and Confent of the He^ 
brew Senate and People. He had no Power 
to alter or change any Laws, nor to make 
any new one as occafion might offer to 
ftrengtheri his Intereft, or to repeal any old 
Law that might ftand in his Way. The 
veryPerfons'who had the Rank of his Coun- 

fcUors, 
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fellors, were Commanders of Ac Hofts of 
Ifraeh^ and the whole Army of ' ^rael con^ 
lifted of none but the Frec-holders of Jjfrae/. 
There was no fuch thing as a Soldiery^ ei- 
ther of Men or Officers, who were lifted en 
Jolde^ or for Pay 5 nor had the Judge atiy 
thing to pay them widi, if there had been 
any to be hired : For no Ijraelite could in-i- 
creafc his Eftate ty the Conilitation, in vir- 
tue of the univerfal and perpetual Agrarian 
Lawi and fio Man could make a great E- 
ftate any other way, in a Country where 
there was no foreign Trade, and where Inr 
tereft of Money, if any one could be f uppof- 
cd to have much, was moft fttidly prohibi- 
ted by Law 5 and when, finally, he could 
not, on any Pretence whatfoever, raife Money 
by a Tax on the People. For the People 
were liable to no Taxes, but what they paid 
by the original Crtnftitution to the Temple 
and Levites ; which was the whole publick 
Revenue, and Civil Lift of the Hebrew Go- 
vernment. 

But thefe Reflexions will deferve a more 
particular Conlideration in another Place. 



CHAR 
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CHAP. XL 
Of the O R A c L E. 

ITTT^HERE remains one Confideration more 
Jl^ of very great Confequence, to a right 
Underilanding of the Hebrew Government. 
In other Governments their Civil Polity con- 
fided only in an Affembly of the People, a 
Senate with fome chief Magiftrate or Ma- 
giftrates. The Greeks and Romans were 
ufed indeed^ on more extraordinary Occa« 
iions, to confult their OraCks ; and they ac- 
counted it very, wife and prudent to under«. 
take all great Affairs au/picato or augurato^ 
with the Approbation of the Gods. Their 
jiujpices and Augurs were Officers of State, 
of Reputation and Credit, tho' thcfe wife 
and polite Nations were ib far mifled by 
their Idolatry, as to confult what the Events 
of Things would be by die moil filly and 
ridiculous Superftitions ; by the Jlyir^ of 
Birds^ the pecking of Chickens, or the En- 
trails of the Beafts to be Sacrificed. But 
none of thefe Governments placed the Sove- 
reignty in the Gods, whofe Oracles they con- 
fultedj generally they had not the Honour of 
being the tutelar Gods of the particular Ci- 
ties which confulted them. Such were the 
celebrated Oracles of Apollo at Delphi^ and 
of Jupiter HammQn in Ulrfa. 6ut the 

Hebrew 
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Heirew Government placed the Majefias 
Imperii^ the Sovereignty as King, in Jebovab. 
Jebovab the one trtie God was not only 
their God, and as fuch the only Objeft of 
their Religion and Worfliip, but he was the 
King of Ifrael^ and fo the proper political 
Head of that Nation. And thus, as has been 
obferved, this Government is very properly 
caH^tdi hy Jofepbus and others, ^Theocracy-, 
or, according to Conringius^ " The fumtna 
" Potejias, or fovereign Authority, confifts 
** chiefly in three Things, in making Laws, 
*^ declaring War, and appointing Magiftrates; 
** the fopreme Diredion of all which were 
*^ placed by the Heireu Conftitution in Je^ 
'' hovab himfelf^." 

It is manifeft, to ufc the Words of the 
fame Author, that God referved to himfelf 
the Power of making Laws. The Law of 
the ten Commands was thus enafted, Aid 
God fpake all tbefe Words ^ faying^ I am the 
Lord tby God^ wbicb have brougbt tbee out of 
tbe Land of Egypt y out of the Houfe of Bon^ 
dage. Thefe Laws are given ih^ Hebrew 
Nation by Jebovab^ not as the Maker of 
Heaven and Earth, but as their King, who 
had delivered them out of Egyptian Bon- 
dage. 

In 

* Tria adeo fuerunt, in qoibas riimma potcftas quantam 
nimiram in Politicis obfervare poiTumas, quam maximecll 
confpicua. Leges condere, Bellum indicere, Magiftratus Ja* 
djciaqae sipnftituere ; porro horam omnium in Republica £• 
bra9orum, penes ipfum Deum Arbitrium fuit. ConriMgius de 
Rep.Ebrtt, §. vii. 24O. 
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In like manner, God publifhev alfb the 
yudgments^ the political or judicial Laws. 
jind the Lord fmd unto Mofes^ t bus /halt thou^^^ 
fay unto the Children of IfraeL This is ax*. 21. 
Preamble to the following judicial Laws 
from Jehovah to Mofes^ and by him to the 
Hebrew Nation. Now tbefe are the J^dg^^^^^^ 
ments wbicb thou fhalt jet before them. 
This Authority of making Laws was fo 
fully and intirely referved to Jehovah him- 
felf, as King of Ifrael^ that no Power was 
allowed to any Magiftratc or Court of Ifrael^ 
either to make a new Law, or to repeal an 
old one. It was not allowed to the ^/^f^-DcoMV 
Prieji^ the Judge^ the Senate^ the Congre-i, z. 
gation affembled in full Parliament, muchxii i%.\ 
lefs was fuch Power lodged in the Hands of 
eitho: of them fcparately , as has been obfer- 
ved before, and as appears to be a funda- 
mental Law of the Conditution. 

.Jehovah moreover as King of IJrael^ 
commanded their Armies. The Tabernacle 
in the Camp was the Tent of Jehovah^ as 
their Genefal, that thy Cloud, Jays Mofes^^^^^im 
fiandetb over them ; and that thou goe^ before xlm. 14. 
them by Day -time in a Pillar of a Cloud, 
and in a Pillar of Fire by Night. This 
Glory, or Schechinab, gave Orders for their 
marching or continuing in their Camp : For. ,^gj 
when the Cloud was taken up from the 7aber^ 
nacle^ then after that the Children of Ifrael 
purneyedy and in the Place where the 
Cloud abode, tpere the Children of Jf 
O rad 
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rael pitched their Tents 5 at the Command" 
ment of Jehovah the Children of Ifrael 
journeyed^ and at the Comnumdment of 
Jehovah they pitched. Hence we fee the 
Propriety and Beauty of thofe Exprcffions 

Nainb.x. of Mojes^ And it came to pafs when the Ark 

35. 36. Jet forward, that Mofes faid, Ri/e up 
LORD^ and let thine Enemies he fcattered^ 
and let them that hate thee fiee before tbee\ 
and when it refted hejaid^ Return, O LORD^ 
unto the many Ihoufands opjfrael. It was 
therefore a great Prefumption for the Ar- 
my to march without this Dirc<3:ion, ef- 
pccially againft it. Mofes on fuch an Oc- 

xiV-41,42. cafion thus jaftly expoftulates : And Mo- 
fes faid^ Wherefore now do ye iranfgrefs the 
Commandment of the Lord^ but it Jhall not 
projper ? Go not up, for the Lord is not 
among you, that ye be not fmitten before your 
Enemies. This Obfervation alone is a fatis- 
fadory Reafbn why the Hebrews were often 
fmitten before their Enemies, tho* Jehovab 
was their King and General, A Circuna- 
fiance fomc have reprefented, I would hope 
thro' Ignorance of the true Reajfon, as an 
unanfwerable Objedion to this great Privi- 
lege of the Hebrew Nation, that God was 
their King and Governor. 

^ To give but one Inftance more, the Di- 

rcftions for the Siege of Jericho^ and the 

Manner of taking it at laft, which are fo 

Jgtti vi l^^S^'y related in the Hiftory of Jo/hua, arc 

2 , a 
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a fall Evidence how far the Or^r/f orWoRD 
of Jehovah direded their military Affairs. 

Finally, the Conftitution of their Judges, 
fuperior and inferior, and thie Cognizance of 
many Caufes, fome in the firft Inftance, and 
others on Appeal, are another Branch of the 
Sovereignty of Jehovah as King of IJraeL. 
The Ufe of the Oracle in deciding difficult 
Cafes in Law, is the more obfervable as it 
ferves to explain the Conftitution, with re- 
fpe6t to Appeals* The Oracle thus decided Numb.ix. 
the Queftion, how Pcrfons defiled by a dead 8, 9- 
Body J, were to keep thePaflbver. Thusalfo^ 
the Oracle determined .the Queftion of Fe- 
male- Heireffes, in the Cafe of the T>^m^^ 
tQts of Zelopbebad. And thus it was the O-xv.34,35. 
racle or WORD of Jehovah^ which declared 
the Punifliment ^ of breaking the Sabbath. 
Hence the laft Refort in Caufes judiciary of 
greater Moment and Difficulty was in the 
Oracle^ not in the private Opinion of the High^ 
Prieji alone, or of the Judge alone, or of 
both jointly with the Senate^ unlefs they 
were fully agreed : If a Difficulty arofe, the 
laft Appeal was to the Oracle -^ in the An- 
fwer of which, the High-Prieft did not give 
his private Judgment, but the Oracle itfelf 
gave final Judgment in the Cafe. 

But bow, you will fay, was this Oracle Ho^w the 
given, which was of fo high Authority in Or^^^^ 
iht Hehrew Conftitution ? Was not this O.*^^'^"^'^- 
rack^ after all, the High- Prie^^ who was to 
con(ult and report ? Had he not an Oppor- 
O 2 tunity 
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tunity either of making or reporting Oracles 
in fuCh manner, that a fkilful Man had 
great Advantages, and might draw to him- 
fclf and the Church the gfcateft Authority, 
if not the whole Power of the Nation by it ? 
So fome Perfons would teach you to reafon, 
with a Defign you fhould conclude, that the 
whole Hebrew Conftitution was a Trick of 
worldly Policy in Mojes^ to invade the Liber- 
ties of the Hebrew Nadon, to draw the Pow- 
er and Riches of it into his own Family, and 
to fhare it among the Priefthood. 

How wife, and fagacious, are fuch Con- 
jedures as thefe ? When, if the High-Prieft 
had fuch Opportunities by his Office of cop- 
fulting the Oracle^ as are fuggefted, would it 
not have greatly afFefted the Power and Au- 
thority of the Judge ^ that is, of Mofes and 
his own Office, and have barred his own Po- 
flerity for ever from any (hare in it : For his 
own Pofterity could not rife fo muc:h as ta 
the Honour of ^ a Prieft, much lefs' to the 
Dignity and Authority of an High-Prieft, 
whatever that might be. And would not 
Mofes have been an admirable Politician in- 
deed, if he had any Views of the Greatnels 
of his own Family, by one Conftitution to 
throw the Riches and Authority of the Na- 
tion into the Hands of the Priefthood, and 
by another Conftitution to bar his own Po- 
sterity of the Priefthood, and thereby of all 
Share in the Riches or Power belonging to 

it ? 
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it ? But, to leave thefc Reflexions, let it be 
confider'd how this Oracle was given^ what 
Concern the High Prieft had in it, and it will 
be fufficient to (hew how groundlefs fuch 
Objedtions are, and with what Wifdom the 
Oracle was made fo important a Part of the 
National Conflitution. 

To underftand aright how the Oracle vfzs>'^^Orade 
given, it will be neceffary to obferVe^ it was^)^^^^^^'* 
given in two very different Manners ; in oxi^^manners • 
of which it is proper you (hould obfervc; the^^^''^ 
High-Prieft could have no Share at all. This con/Jtld 
was by a Voice from the Glory or Scbechinah^y/^^ 
^ireflly and immediately, without being con- p%^, 
fulteci at all j it was the Schechinah gave the 
Law on Mount Sinai, Jnd God /pake all thefe^''' ''*• '• 
Words, faying. But then the Oracle. wzs given 
in fuch awful Manner, as greatly affrighted 
the People ; AJall the People faw the Thun^ ^^' 
derings and the Lightnings, and the Noife of 
the Trumpet y and the Mountain fmoaking ; 
and when they faw it, they removed, and flood 
afar offy and they faid unto Mofes, fpeak thou 
with us, and we will hear*, but let not God 
fpeak with us, left we die. In this Cafe thq 
Oracle was heard by the whole Hebrew Na- 
tion, and its Voice was attended with that aw- 
ful Solemnity as filcnced all Sufpicion of Prieft- . 
craft, and gave fuch Credit and Authority 
to Ma/es, that it was the unanimous Deiire 
and Requeft of the whole People, that they 
might receive the other Laws to be given 

o 3 i>y 
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by the Oracle from Mofes^ who was to receive 
the Commands of God from the Oracle^ and 
publilh them to the People. 

It was at this Time, and in this Manner, 
the Oracle enafted all the Laws of the Hebrew 
Government, at a time when the whole He-^ 
brew Nation had fo.many, fo plain', fo great 
Inftances of the Prefence of jfeb&vab with 
them, and of the Authority of Mofes to pub- 
lifh the Will of God to them, that they could 
have no reafonable Doubt or Sufpicion con- 
cerning their Laws, or whether th^ were 
really given by his Oracle. 

It has been obferved, that thefe Laws were 
the whde Conftitution of the Hebrew Go- 
vernment ; that they were fo facred that nei- 
ther were any of them to be repeMcd, nor 
were any new Laws to be added to them. 
Thus Jehovah^ as Law-giver, gave bis Law, 
by his Oracle^ in fuch Manner as the H^h- 
Prieft had no Concern in it at all ; and there- 
fore, moft certainly, could make no Advan- 
tage of it. 

And hence too it is obfervable, that when 

the High Prieft did Confuk the OracU, he had 

no Opportunity of making any new Law, or 

of repealing any Law already made j for the 

Oracle itfelf had previoufly forbad it, by a 

fundamental Law of the Conftitution. 

^jT^ /^^ What was it then that the Law intended 

Priy? rfl». hy direfting the High-Prieft to confult the 

fuite^the Oracle^ or to aik Counfcl by Urtm before 

Oracle, ^^^ 
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the Lord ? which was the fccond Manner in 
whkh the Oracle was given. Let the Direc- 
tion itfelf inform us. 

When Jojhua was appointed Succeflbr to 
Mofes, itisdirefted, Jnd he Jhall (land before^^^^^ 
E/eazar the Prieft^ who /ball ajk Cmnfel for 
bim after the judgment cf Urim bejore the 
Ijord\ at bis Word fhall they go out, and at 
bis Word /hall they come in, both he, and all 
the Children of Ifrael with himj even all the 
Congregation. It is not material to our En- 
quiry, what the Urim and Thummim were. 
It is fufficient to know they were fomething 
in the Breaft-piate of Judgment, a Part of 
the rich Garments of the High-Prieft. So 
th? Law, And thou Jhalt put in the Breafi-^^-^'^f 
plate of Judgment the Urim and the Thummim^ "^' 
.and they fhall be upon Aaron* s Heart when 
be goeth in before the Lord. The High- 
Prieft was to wear the Urim, in the Breaft- 
plate ; but as a learned Author * obferves,. 
*' the Judge commands him to put it on, 
** the Judge afks Counfel, not the High- 
** Prieft ;" (he means not of his own Motion, 
and for himfelf, but at Diredion of the 
Judge, and in his Name) " nor does the 
** High-Prieft anfwer* He anfwers by the 
O4 "Urim, 



• Jubet fnipcrator aj^ncre, confulit Imperator, non con- 
fulitPomifex; ncc refpondetPontifex, refpondetpcr fulgorcna 
Urim, yel quod redlus Deus ipfe per Urim. Houtujn M^ 
narchia HehriCvr. f, 53. 
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" Uiim, or more properly God himfelf an- 
** fwcrs by the Urim." 

The Direftion of the Law itfelf, ihztjojhua 
fliould ftand before Eieazar the Prieft, who 
iTiall a(k Counfel for him after the Judgment 
of Urim before the Lord, feems very plain- 
ly to intimate, that the Judge, and in like 
manner, whoever it was for whom the High- 
Prieft alked Counfel by Urimy was prelent 
with the High-Prieft when he .confulted the 
Oracle : for the Perfon for whom the High- 
Prieft confulted was to ftand before the High- 
Prieft, as the High-Prieft was to ftand before 
the Lord; that is, as the Hebrew Expreflion 
to ftand before the Lord fignifies, they were 
both of them in Prefence of the Oracle. So 
that the Account which the Talmiidijis give 
of the Manner of confultine the Oracky 
feems agreeable to the Truth of Hiftory, and 
in this Inftance to be taken from it : " That 
*' the High-Prieft ftood with his Face towards 
*' the Ark, the Perfon who confulted the 
** Oracle ftood at his Back, andfaid. Shall I 
** do this Thing, or ftiall I riot do it *?'* And 
yofephus obferves from this Circumftance, 
*' That as it was lawful for any Perfon who 
** thought fit to be prefent when the Orack 
** was confulted, that was fufiicient to re- 
** move all Sufpicion of Impofture from the 
** Minds of all tliofe who confulted it^ and to 

« give 

* Modus lioc Oraculum Gcynfulendi hie crat, Pontifex Ar- 
cam v£rfus faciem inflexit. lUe qui Oraculum confuluit ci a 
tergo ftctit, dixitquc, faciam hoc aut pon faciam ? Otbo Lexi* 
COM Rabbinicum Foe. Urim. 
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*^ give Satisfadbn to Strangers, as well as 
« Hebrews*:' 

The Manner in which the Orack gave its^^w the 
Anfwer, might very eafily be underftood, if^-^orLif 
we would keep ourfelves to the Hebrew VIat^m given. 
ftory. It is ever mentioned in Scripture, to 
be by a Voice, and in audible Words : When 
the Law of the ten Commands was given, it 
is faid, God fpake all tbeje Words ^ f^^^S^v^ 
In the After-Laws the common Phrafe is, ^ "*'• 
^be Lord fpake^ fayhg ; or, ajking Counfel 
at the Mouth of the Lord. There is one De- 
fcription of the Manner in which the Oracle 
gave its Anfwer fo clear and (o orprefs, that 
it (hould ieem to want no other Explanation ; 
and that no Queftion could well remain, con- 
c^ning the Manner of it. jhd when. Mojes 
was gone into the Tabernacle of the Congrega^ Numbcn 
iion to J^ak with bimy ( ti^t is, to confult^"* *'' 
God by his Oracle) then he heard the Voice of 
^ne [peaking unto him from off^ the Mercy-Seat 
that was upon the Ark of Tejiimony from 
between the Cherubims, and hefpake unto him. 
When Mofes again confulted the Oracle^ how 
the FaiTover ihould be kept by thofe who had 

been 

Tjyff roMurw yaowro wa^vyj^w rv tv ^ a^wfian utmnfeffn^ ik 
BUM rov ^tof vaMTvyxjXKw TUf Ii^iK iutrt>nvsv omrt BaXnnnf ^ fM} 
weifttmt ic) TOUT ovk Efi^cuotq iviKw tuan prai fScXsmvy aiA^ t^ 
<r«v isw9 TOK va^rt/yp^arotwiy. Nam ea VefUs» omnem Tub 
Prophedae praetexta ixnpofturaram occafioneniy ademit hh, 
qui illo utebantor, liberumque Deo vd adeife Sacerdotibas 
vd Qon, omnibtts & popularibus, demonftravit, & extaris H 
qui forte huic fpedaculo intenrenirent. So the Interpreter of 
Jofiplms. J^fefbus Jntiq, 1. 3. c. 10. p. m. 89. 
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been defiled by a dead Body, the Anfwer d^ 

Nrabcrs *^^ Orack IS thus exprcfs*d. And (be Lard 

ic g; /pake unto Mofes^ faying. 

The iamc Form of Expreffibn was ufed 
when the Orack was confulted after the 

JaTg^i-i^Dcath of Jojbuay T[hen Ifrael asked the 
Lordy faying^ Who fball go up for us againft 
the Canaanitesfirfty to fight againft them ? The 
Anfwer of the Orack was returned after this 
Manner: And Jebmah faid^ Judab fljaU go 
vp^ behold! have delhered the Land into his 
band. Tho?e.^moreovcr an Anfwer of the 
Oracle to David, fo diftinift, and of fuch 
lengthy that there feems no Room left to 
ima^ne any other Way of Anfwer, than bj^ 
a Voice, and audible Words : fFhen Davia 
enquired of the Lord, be faid, Tboujhalt mt 
go up, but fetch a Qmpafs behind them, and 
come upon them over again fi the Mulberry Trees ^ 
and let it be when thou bear eft the Sound of a 
Going in the Top of the Mulberry TreeSy that 
then thoujhalt beftir thyfelf: for then ftsall the 
Lord go out before thee, tofmite the Ho/l of the 
Pbiliftines. 

Hence it may appear, that the common 
Account of the Talmudifts, that the Oracle 
gave its Anfwer by fome inconceivable Shin-, 
ing or Protuberance of the Letters engraved 
on the Jewels of the High-Priejft'sBreaft-plate, 
is as contrary to Scripture, as it is ridiculous 
and incredible in itfelf j it is indeed fo next to 
impofliblc, that our judicious Spencer very 

truly 
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truly ^^id of ky ^^ It is a Talmudical Camel, 
" tbftt no one that is in his Wits can ever 
*' fwallow." ACenfurcDr.Pr/V/<?^«;tf*quotcs 
with Approbation. 

Let us theo learn how the Oracle^ when 
confulted, gave its Anfwer, from that learned 
Author 'f. " None other (befides Mofes) 
*^ was admitted to afk Couniel of God, but 
^^ through the Mediation of the High-Prieft, 
^^ who in his (lead afked Counfel for him 
** by Urim and Thummim, that is, by pre- 
•* fenting himfeif with the Breaft-plate on 
V over all his other Robes before me Veil, 
*^ cxaftly over-agabft the Mercy-Seat, where 
*^ the Divine Prdence refted 5 and when he 
*' thus prefented himfeif in due manner, ac- 
" cording to the Prefcription of tlie diving 
f * Law, God gave him an Anfwer in the 
" iame Manned as he did unto Jk&^i, that is, 
•^ by an audible Voice from the Mercv-Seat. 

*^ And for this Reafon it is, tnat the 

^* Holy of Hc^ies, the Place where the Ark 
•* and the Mercy-Seat ftood, from whence 
•* this Anfwer was given, is fo often in Scrip* 
^' ture called the Or^c/^; becaufe from thence 
*^ the divine Oracles of God were uttered 
" forth to thofe that afked Counfel of him/' 

In this Orack then, we fee a confiderable 
Part of the Hebrew Conftitution to diredl the 
Counfels of the united Tribes, the political 
Wifdom of which is feldom remarked in the 

CivU 



• Prideauz Conncft.V. 1. 155. 
i- Id. ib. 156. 
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Civil Government of that 'Nation, There 
was a Congregation of all Ifrael^ or Aflembly 
of the People, that all Things might be done 
with general Confent; there was a Senate of 
wife and able Perfons, to prepare Things by 
previous Deliberation and Confultation, that 
Things might not be concluded raflily in a 
popular Aflembly, before they were mature- 
ly confidered and examined by Men of Wif- 
dom and Experience ; there was a Judge to 
affemble the States-General on proper Occa* 
lions, to prefide in their AITemblies, and to 
command ^e Armies of the united Provinces^ 
kudrto fee the National Refolutions duly exe- 
bjted. And finally, here was an Oracle^ 
v.v which was to be confulted by the High-Prieft 
01^ great Occafions, that no ra(h Refolutions 
oi the People, Senate, or Judge, might 
be brought into Execution, in Cafes of Mo-i 
ment and Difficulty ; but they were to aflc 
Counfel of God, or to obtain the Royal 
Aflent oijekrvab as King of Ifrael^ by his 
Oracle. 

This was a wife Provifion, to preferve a 
continual Senfe in the Hebrew Nation of th^ 
principal Defign of their Conftitution, to keep 
them from Idolatry, and to the Worfliip of 
the one true God, as their immediate Protec- 
tor 5 and that their Security and Profperity 
depended upon adhering to his Counfels and 
Commands. It was a further wife Provifion 
to reftrain all Ambition and all Rafhnefs, 

either 
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cither of yi^4?f» Senate^ or People^ and yet 
at the fame Time it gave no dangerous Au- 
thority to the High-Pricft over cither of them, 
for he was to afk Counfel of the Orack^ not 
of his own Head^ or fw himfelf ; but, as he 
was direfted, by the Judge or fomc other 
Magiftrate, for whom he was to ask Coun- 
icl; the High-Prieft being to ask Couniel 
only on fuch Queflions^ and to confult only 
on fuch Matters as he was dircded to by the 
Ferfons confulting, and who were prc&nt 
with the High-Prieft when he asked Coun- 
fel; and who likely^ as was before obicrv'd, 
put the Qucflions themfelves : The High- 
Frieft then could publifh no falfe Oracles in 
his own Favour, of in Favour of the Pricft- 
hood, to enlarge their Power, or incrcafc 
their Riches; both which, by the way, were 
made impoffible by the Conftitution, even 
for the Authority of the Orack. And fur- 
ther, the Judge, the Senate, or the People, 
muft themfelves have prepared fuch a C^- 
ftion for the High-Prieft to have put to the 
Oracle ; for even an Oracle cannot anfvvcr a 
Queftion that is never asked. When then 
whatever was asked of the Oracle^ was firft 
confideredand refolved upon by the Judge^ 
Senate^ or People^ the Queftion to be pro- 
pofed by the High-Prieft muft be previoufly 
pafs'd by their Advice and Confent : So that • 
the High-Prieft in this Cafe was fo far from 
having a dangerous Power put into his Hands, 

of 
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o£ impofing upoa the Jtidge» Senate^ or 
People, hj falfe Oracles, or forged Revelations: 
in his own Favour, againil die Liberties of 
the Nation or the Government, that he could 
not put any Queftion to the Oracle^ but 
what was previoufly refolved upon, and puir 
into his Hands by thofe very Perfons whom 
he is very ^norantly or very unjuilly fuppo- 
fed by this Conftitution enabled to impofb 
upon. This is a Soppo&ion as groundlef) 
and onreafonable, with what Confidence fo^ 
ever it is aflerted, as to fuppofe, that when 
our Adfcs of Parliament have pafs'd both 
Houics, and are offered to the Royal Aflent^ 
the Perfbn who prefents them to the King» 
or returns the King's Anfwer, has a Power 
of forging what Laws and impofing on;the 
Nation what A£ts of Parliament he pleafes. 

A modern Author ^, for what Rea^lons I 
fay not, has mofl unaccountably mifrefx'e«- 
fented the true Cafe of this Oracle. *' The 
*' Oracky the dernier Refort, he fays, was 
** the Voice of the High-Pricfl:, who when he 
'^ was cloathed in his Pontificalibuiy it was 
prefumed he could neither be miibken 
himfelf, nor impofe upon others 3 or that 
on thefe Occafions, he was both infallible 
and impeccable 5 or that his Voice or ora- 
cular Decifion, was the undoubted orga- 

" nized Voice of God He might al- 

*^ ter, he adds, his natural Tone, Air, and 
^^ Adion, to humour .the Conceit, that 

lie 

f Moral Plulof. V0I.L lyU 
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-^^ be'was under a fupernatural divine Imprd^ 
'* fion." 

Where, think you, could our Author find 
fuch an Account of the Oracle? In the 
whole of which there is not one Circum- 
ftance of Truth, every Part of it is not only 
groundleis, but dire<fi1y contrary to the De- ' 
Icription, and Ufe of it, in the Hebrew Hi- 
iltory. The Orach^ the dernier Refbrt, be 
fays^ was the Voice of the Prieji^ Who, I 
befecch you, told him fo ? The whole Hi* 
ilory is pofitive the Orack was the Voice of 
yebovab to the High-Prieft, or rather to 
the Peribn who asked Counfel of the Orack 
by the High-Pricft. The utmoft that can 
ever be fuppofed of the Voice of the High« 
Prieft, is, that the High-Prieft reported ^zX 
he heard from the Oracle. But wlioever 
examines with due Attention the Manner 
in which the Oracle gave its Anfwers, wilt 
have great Reafon to quejiion at kaft^ whe«- 
ther the High-Prieft did fo much at report 
the Oracle ? We have feen that the Perfon 
who confulted iSa^Oracle by the High-Prieft, 
Hood before the High-Pricft when he flood 
before the Lord 3 that is, they were together 
in the Prefchce, when the Oracle was con- 
fulted. We have feen that the Oracle was 
a diftind audible Voice from the Prefence, 
which therefore it is moft highly prd)able, 
the Perfon who ask^d Counfel heard plainly 
and diflindly himfelf : For oar Author, I 

pre- 
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prefame, will not deny that a Lay^-Man mzy 
have as good Ears as a Priefti What Need 
then for the High-Prieft to report an Oracle 
to one who had heard it himfelf ? 

As the Perfon who confultcd was with the 
High-Prieft in the Prefence, and the Voice of 
the Oracle muft have been loud enough ta 
be heard from the Holy of HoUes; for the 
High-Prieft did not confult in the Holy of 
HdieSy it bdng unlawful for him to enter 
into that moft holy Place above once a Year -, 
what Doubt can there be whether a Perfon 
who was with the High-Prieft, tho'ibmewhat 
behind him, might hear fuch a Voice, as well 
as the High-Prieft himfelf? 

" When the High-Prieft, he fays, was. 
" dothed in his PontificalibuSy it was pre- 
" fumed, he could be neither miftaken in 
himfelf, nor impofe.upon others; or that 
on thefe Occafions, he was both abfolutely 
inJqlliblefiXiA impeccable ; or that his Voice, 
** or oracular Decifion, was the undouT)ted 
". and organized Voice of God?'' But who 
are they who thus prefume ? Whoever they 
are, they prefume much more than becomes 
them. Thefe are Prcfumptions not only 
without all Foundation of Reafon, but againft 
the plaineft and the ftrongeft Evidence to the 
contrary. 

The High-Prieft is never once prefumM to 

be (b perfed a Man, that he could be neither 

miftaken himfelf, nor.impofe upon others, 

nor was there the Icaft Need he (hould be . 

I either 
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either infallible or impeccable on thefe Gcca- 
fions : For in truth, in confulting the Oracle^ 
the Anfwer no ways depended upon any per- 
ibnal Abilities of the High-Prieit: If he had 
Underftanding enough to afk a Qu eft ion, 
which was put into his Hands by others to 
afk, if he had Senfe enough to report an An- 
fwer, it was as much as was needful for any 
Part he had in afking Counfel of the Oracle. 
Who ever prefumed the Clerk of the Crown, 
or Clerk of Parliament infallible or impec- 
cable, becaufe one reads the Titles of the 
Bills offered to the Royal Aflent, and the 
other, according to Inftrudtions from the ^ 
King, pronounces the Royal Aflent ? 

Every Circumftarce then of his Account 
appears to be his own groundlefs Prefumption, 
manifeflly contrary to the whole Account the 
Hebrew Hiftory gives of it. The Reader per- 
haps will obferve the Morality of falfifying fo 
many Fafts, in order to find an Occafion to 
reflect on one Part of the Hebrew Confti- 
tution. 

The High-Prieft, he adds, might aker hi$ 
natural Tone y ^>, andAStion-, but, I pray, 
for what End or Purpofe fliould he go about 
to do either ? Why, to hitmQur^ our Author 
fays, the Conceit that he was under a fupcr* 
natural and divine Imprelfion. What! muft 
the High-Prieft take fo much Pains to hu- 
mour a Conceit, which no Man CQuld have 
from the Conftitution ? This is another cf 
P 9ur 
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our Author's own Conceits, and full out as 
groundlefs as the reft. 

The High-Prieft was never underftood to* 
be under any fupernatural or divine Impref* 
iion. It is poffible, our Author might take 
his Conceit from the Sibylline Oracles^ and 
miftook the Defcription of an Heathen Poet 
for Hebrew Hiftory. 

Strug^ing in vain, impatient of her Load, 
And labouring underneath the ponderous God, 
The more (he Urove to (hake him from her Breaft* 
With more, and fer fuperior Force he prefs'd. 
Commands his Entrance, and without Controul, 
Ufurps her Organs, and infpires her Soul ^ 

. Thus Virgil beautifully defcribes the Oracle 
of the Sibyly according to the Heathen No- 
tions ; but the Hebrew Oracle was not fo ; far 
different is the Account of it in the Hebrew 
Hiftory; God is no where reprefented as 
ufurping the Organs, or infpiring the Soul of 
the High-Prieft. The High-Prieft only afks 
a Queftion, before the Prefence, over the 
^Mergy-feat, j^nd receives an Anfwer from 
thence in a plain audible Voice. 

Our Author -f* has another Prefumption, in 
.which however he may have been milled by 
•^ the 6sibulous Chronology of the Egyptians: , 
/\ While this People {thcjews, he fays) were 
;*". in Egypt, they had been much amazed 
•** '^lid furprifcd with the infallible Declara- 

" tions 

* Virg, ^n. Dryden, I. vi. lao. 
i Moral Philof. Vol. I. 268. 
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" tiDns and Decifions of Jupiter^HdmrhoH** 
This Prefumplion ' is intended to introduce 
another Conceit^ that the Oracle of jfebovah 
was an Imitation of the Ofacle of yujnt&^ 
Hammon ; but it happens in fad untowardly 
for both Conceits, that yupiter^Hammon was 
not born till above four hundred Years after 
the Jews came out of Egypt. The true 
Chronology of Egypt ^ reftored by the illu- 
ftrious Sir Ifaac Newton *, places HammoH 
King of Egypt about one thoufand and thirty-*- 
four Years before the Birth of Chrift ; that is^ 
in the times of Davidy above four hundred 
and fifty Years after the Law of Mo/es. 

You may further fee the Judgment of that 
illullrious Author-^-, concerning the Original 
of Heathen Oracles, ** The Year before 
" Chrift 1002, Se/ac reigns m Egypt j he 
" eredted Temples and Oracles to his Father, 
*' in TbebeSy Ammonia^ and Mtbiopia^ and 
*' thereby caufed his Father to be worfhip- 
" ped as a God in thofe Countries ^ and, I 
'* think alfo, in Arabia Felix. And this 
" was the Original of theWorfhip oijupi* 
•* ter Amnion^ and the firft mention of Ora- 
*f cks I meet with in profane Hiftory/' And 
clfewhere he fuppofes, *' The Greeks in their 
** Oracles imitated the Egyptians'^ for the 
** Orack of Dodona was the oldeft in Greece^ 

and was fet up by an Egyptian Woman, 
P 2 '' after 

* Sir Ifaac Newton's ilK>rt Chronicle. 

f Herod II. Newton. Eoipire of Egypt, a«7« 
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" after the Example of the Oracle oijupi^ 
** ter Amm$nj at Thebes,'* It is trac, this 
Error of pur Author is only an Error in 
Chronology ; but as it is an Error, all Pre- 
fumption, and Conceits founded upon it, 
muft be erroneous too, and fhould teach his 
Readers caution never to take his bare Word 
without very fufficient Vouchers. 

Upon this Plan of the Hebrew Govern^ 
ment, taken from the Laws and Hiftory of 
the Hebrews themfelyes, a few CJ^fy Reflec- 
tions will lay a Foundation to anfwer the Ob- 
jeftions with fo much AQurance made to the 
Equity and Wifdom of it. They will appear 
to be founded on ^ofs Ignorance of the Cbn- 
ftitution itfelf, or on a very unfair or falie 
Reprefentation of it* It is a (hrewd Sign of 
a very bad Caufe, that it ftands in need of fb 
muqh Falihood ^nd Forgery to fupport it. 
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CHAP. XII. 

That the Conflhution of the Hebrew 
Government was a Jianding Con^ 
Jutatton of Idolatry in a vtfible 
ProteBion of the Hebrew Nation, 
giving it Pojjejion of the Lands of 
the idolatrous Canaanites, /hewing 
Qocts immediate Rand in parti" 
cular Providence \ and that Qod 
had not left the Government of the 
fVbrld in the Hands of Daemons, 
or inferior Beings, whom the idola^ 
trous fVorld worfhipped as Gods\ 
proving Jehovah the one true God 
fuperior to all the Gods in which 
the idolatrous Nations trufied: 
That it was very ft to punifh the 
idolatrous Canaanites hy the He- 
brews,^/ a Nation owning the 
one true God \ and finally, that a 
Toleration 0/" Idolatry in the Hol^ 
Land, was abfolutely inconfijient 
P 3 niitb 
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• ^ith the principal Dejigns and 
qjoife Intentions of the Conjiitution. 

THE particular Wifdom of every Confti- 
tution, is to be learn'd from the parti- 
cular Defign and Intention of it; the He- 
brew Government was not a meer Civil Po* 
lity, in which Care vras takep only of the 
Civil Liberty, Peace and Profperity of the 
Nation. One principal Intention of this 
Government, as we have already feen, was 
to put a Hop to the fwift Progrcfs of Idolatry ^ 
which had well nigh overfpread ill the 
World, and to which the Hebrew Nation 
was very much inclined. . Idolatry was an 
Evil of fuch Nature, as not only greatly weak-* 
cn'd all Principles of Religion and Virtut^, 
but greatly encouraged and recommended all 
manner of Vice and Wickednefs in Princi- 
fles and PraBiqe. It taught Men to imi- 
tate the Gods, they worfhip'd, in the worft 
Crimes of Intemperance, Lafcivioufnefs, and 
Sins againft Nature, and hallowed Murder as 
one of the moft facred Rites of religious Woy- 
Ihip, teaching no Sacrifices weire fo accepta- 
ble to the Gods as human. It was a De- 
fign then worthy the Wifdom and the Good* 
nefs of the great Governor of the World, to 
find out fome proper way to flop this fpread- 
ing Evil, and to preferve as the great Blef- 
fings of the World the Knowledge of the 
one only true God, and of the Obedience 
due to him, the only true Religion, the 

2 be<^ 
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bcft Principles of Virtue and of moral Good- 
nefs, of the Peace, Order and Happinefs of 
Society, as well as of the Profperity and Hap^ 
pinefs of private Perfons. 

This we have feen was the firft Intention 
of this Conftitution, and in order to it, one 
main Defign Which runs thro' the whole of 
it, is to keep the Hthrew Nation a diftinA 
People, feparate from all idolatrous Nations, 
and idolatrous Cuftoms, fo far as any Part ojf 
this Conftitution anfwers this Defign, fo far 
the Wifdom of it will appear, either as ne- 
ceflary or ufefiil to prornote the general In- 
tention of the whole Conftitution. 

If we confider. the Parts of the H^^r^w 
Conftitution in this View, how many O^- 
jeSlions to the Wifdom or Goodnefs of them 
will immediately difappear ? 

How many Cavils are there raifed againft 
the Laws, which forbid idolatrous Cuftoms 
and Ufeges ? when nothing , fiire could be 
more reafonable or wife, than to prohibit all 
fuch idolatrous Cuftoms in a Conftitution, 
the principal Defign of which was to prevent 
Idolatry. Confider the whole Conftitution 
in the fame View, as a ftanding Confutation 
of Idolatry, and it will equally and as plain- 
ly fliew the Wifdom and the Goodnefs of it. 

Here is then a Conftitution founded on 

the Authority of JehovaK He is the fole 

Lawgiver of that Nation, he forms all the 

Parts of their Conftitution, he condefcends 

P 4 him- 
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himfelf to become their King and chief Go- 
vernor, on their receiving him as the only 
true God, and putting themfelves folely un- 
der his Protection, renouncing all Damon 
Protestors and Truft in Idols. Jebovab 
promifes them a pleafant Land to inhabit, 
ne brings them into that promifcd Land, and 
fettles them in it ; they hold it of Jeh&vaby 
as his Gift ; he drives out the Canaanites be- 
fore them for their abominable Wickedncfs, 
the Fruits in great meafure of their Idolatry ; 
be bleffcs this Nation in the Land he gave 
them with Liberty, Plenty, Peace and Pro- 
fperity^as they keep his Covenant j but when 
they break it, he permits their Enemies to af- 
flidtand opprefs them. Thus a Nation is fet 
up to the View of the World fmall in itfelf. 
and weak in comparifon of the great and 
powerful Empires which arofe in itsJNcigh- 
bourhood. The Egyptians^ jiffyrians^ Bafy* 
fpmans, Medes^ Perjums^ and Greeks^ all rofc, 
and all fell one after another ; when this lit* 
tie Kingdom, tho' furrounded every way by 
them, faw them rife, and outlived their Fall. 
f: . They fufFered, indeed, fometimes feverely, 
for their Cormption of the original Conftltu- 
tion of their Government and Religion 5 yet 
ftill they continued their JiJiinSf Government^ 
Laws and Religion for ^ho^c fourteen hun^ 
dred Years j a much longer time than any 
known Empire or Kingdom of the World, 
if we fet afide the fabulous Stories of the Jf 

£frian 
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fyrim and 'Egyptian Empires, and keep to 
hiftorical Troth. This Nation was moreo- 
ver placed in fuch a Situation, as to be known 
to all the great Empires of the World, at- 
tempted by them all, and yet protected a- 
gainft them all, by the Power oijebovabos 
the only true God, often with vifible Marks 
of his immediate Protedtion and moft won- 
derftil Works of his Power. 

This ftanding Example of Providence Hebrew 
Aruck at the very Foundations of Idolatry ^o^v^ 
and idolatrous Worfhip, and to all ^^^fi^Hontf 
would obferve it was fufficient to fliew how ^he Prind- 
weak andfalfe all Trufts in the Idols of theg^/^ 
Heathens were. 

The World might fee in this conftant Ex- 
ample of the Hebrew Nation, it was a ground- 
lefsand falfe Imagination, that the Supreme 
God had left the Diipofal of particular Events 
relating to Mens Lives or Fortunes to infe- 
rior Beings. It might obferve, that the Blef- 
fings of long Life, Health, Plenty, Vidtory, 
and ftich temporal Advantages as they looked 
for from the Favour and Protection of their 
Idol Gods, were indeed referved by Jebovab 
•the one true God in his own Hands. A con- 
ftant Admonition to all Men to truft alone in 
Jebovab, md not in lying Vanities ; the I- 
Gols to whom they facrificcd, whofe Pro- 
tcdion and Favour they endeavoured to ob- 
tain, not only by filly and ridiculous Ceremo-' 
nieSy but by /»ra^ri3r/ and wicked, moft ia- 
human and s^bominabk Rites« 

Here 



Digitized by 



Google 



2^1 8 Of the Civil Government 

Here was a conftant Example to fhcw the 
Power oi Jehovah the one true God w?is fii- 
preme, in fad: ftiperior to the Powers of any 
whom the idolatrous Nations worfliipped as 
Gods. Thus when Jehovah brought Ifrael 
out of Egypt ^ with an high Hand and an 
out-ftretched Arm, when the Walls ofje-^ 
richo fell down in fo wonderful manner, how 
natural was it not only for the Hebrews but 
for all others to whom the Knowledge of^ 
thefe things Ihould come, to fay, Tl:>ere is 
none among the Gods like unto Jehovah ? Or, 
to ufc the Words of the Pfalmift, we may 
POlmcii, reafon with Jiim, So the Heathen Jhall fear 
^S- the Nisme of the Lord (Jehovah) and all the 
Kings of the Earth his Glory. Let a particu- 
lar Inftance explain this Reafon againft Id^^ 
iatry^ and fhcw die Strength and thereby the 
Wij(dom of it, as a ftanding Confutation of 
Idolatry. 

When Sennacherib King oiAffyria invad- 
ed Hezekiah King oijudah^ he fends aMet- 
2 Kings fage to Hezekiah to this tfk&, : Let not thy 
aux. I o. 2. gj^^ .^ whom thou trujlejl deceive thee. Have 
the Gx>ds of the Nations delivered them, which 
my Fathers have dejlroyed? How does Heze-^ 
kiah reafon on this Meilage from an idolatrous 
King, and in Reproach of his own Truft in 
%7,i^, 19* Jehovaf) the God of Ifrael? Of a Truths 
Lord, the Kings ofAffyria have defirofd the 
Nations ; {or the Heathen") and their Lands^ 
and have cajl their Gods into the Fire ^^ far 
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they were no Gods^ but the Work ofMensHands^ 
Wood and Stone ; therefore they have dejiroyed 
them. Now therefore^ O LORD our God^ 
Ibefeecb tbeefave thou us out of his Hand^ 
that alt the Kingdoms of the Earth may know 
that thou art the LORD God^ even thou only. 
What followed upon this Prayer of Heze^ 
kiahf and his Truft in Jehovah the God of 
Jfrael^ as the only God ? Ifaiah was fent to 
promife IJezekiab, that God would deliver 
him from all the formidable Power of the 
King of jf/Jyria, and defend Jerufalem to 
iavc it. And accordingly // came to pafst^m^ 
that Night, that the Angel of the Lord'^'^M^l^- 
went out and fmote in the Camp of the jif 
fyrians an hundred fourfcore andfn^e thou^ 
fand\ and when they arofe early in the 
Mornings behold they were all dead Corpfes. 
Thus God declared his Glory among the Hea- 
then, his Wonders among all the People. 
This (hewed, Jehovah is great, andgreat^?fz,ixcvl 
lyto be praifed^ that be is to he feared a^l*\^l' 
iove all Gods 5 for all the Gods of the Na^ 
(ions are Idols, but the LORD made the 
Heavens. This declares among the Hea- 10: 
then, that the LORD reignetb. When it 
was no wonder the Kings of Afjyria fliould 
deftroy the Lands of the Heathen Nations, 
together with their Godsj becaufc they 
were Idols, vain Objefts of Truft, and no 
Godjs : yet Jehovah, as God and Proteftor 
^ilfrael, is able to favethemj for in one 

Night 
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Night he can cut off the whole Force of tkc 
moft powerful Enemies of his People. 

Thus far. It may be, you perceive with- 
out any difficulty, the Wifdom of the JEfe- 
brew Conftitution, as a Prefervative againft 
Idolatry^ and as aftanding Confiitation of it. 

But fome will ftill fay, why muft the Gj- 
naanites be driven out of their Gbuhtry, 
be deprived of their juft Property and Li- 
berty, by a People who had no Pretences 
to damage them, either in their Eftates or 
Perfons ? The Hebrews^ fome lay, had no 
Right at all to moleft the Canaanites j and 
it was, they add, a manifcft Violation of the 
moft facrcd Rules of Jufiice^ for the .fl>- 
brews to take away the Eftatcs and Lives of 
the Canaanites^ who had never injurtd the 
Ifraelites^ or given them the leaft juft Rea- 
ion to 'declare War, and invade them in an 
hoftile manner. 

So this Cafe is commonly, but very un- 
fairly put ; for it is no Part of the Queftion ' 
what Right the Hebrews had to di^oflefs 
the Canaanites of their Land, nor whttha: 
they had in themfelvesany Right at all. The 
fole Queftion is, Whether God, as fupremc 
Governor of the World, had a Right to pu- 
nifh the Wickedncfs of the Canaanites^ 
when their Iniquities were fiill ; or whether 
the TafHce of Government will juftify fuch 
Forfeitures and Penalties, as the Canaanites 
were puniflied with, by exprefs Command 
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of Cod, for their great and abominable 
Criaies, and as a People paft all hopes of 
Amendment? The abominable Crimes of 
the Canaanites were proved by fuch open 
and notorious Ai^s of Wickednefs, as no 
Pretences io Freedom of Thought or Liber - 
ty of Confcience could juftify, or were al- 
lowed to juftify, in any well -ordered Govern- 
i^ent m the World. If Murder, if Sins a- 
gai&ft Nature, are juftly puniftiable, what- 
ever Principles they may proceed from, if 
the wifeft Lawgivers have made fuch Crimes 
capital, can tljie fupreme Lawgiver and Judge 
of the Earth be hindered or barred by Ju- 
ftice frona punifbing what every lawful Go- 
vernment has a Right to puniih by Juftice. 

One great End of Punifhments, and which ^^^ 7¥'>* 
fliews the wife, and neceffary Ufe of them in^^^J^^ 
Government; is to make great OStndcvsmj^ing tbt 
Examples^ to deter others from doing the?^"*^^" 
lik« Evil?, that others may learn to fear Xxk^th^ei/'^ 
Puniflbment for like Offences; a wife and^'^'*^^- 
good Defign to prevent the huge Mifchiefs, 
vicious and ill-difpofed Minds v?ould furely 
produce without Aieh Rpftraints^ 
, Whp c*n reafonably think, or aflert, that 
the Juftice of Government forbids the Go- 
vernor of tihe World to take away the Lifo 
of a very wicked Man, whofe Life would be 
forfeited to the Juftice of every Civil Go- 
vernment ; or that it would be unjuft for God 
to cut. off fuch a Ferfon in the midft of his 
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Days, by fome uiitimcly Death 5 whom the 
Juftice of the fmalleft City, or civil Com- 
munity, might condemn to lofe their Lives 
by the Hands of a common Executioner. 

Many, I hope, who ufe fuch Arguments 
asthefe, are ignorant of the Confequences 
cf them. They do not perceive it may be, 
that if it be contrary to Ju/iice for God to 
punifli the Unrighteoufnefs of wicked Men, 
by a Forfeiture of the Bleffings of prefent 
Life, it will be full out as unjuft for God to 
punifh any wicked Man, or any Wickednefs 
of Men at all: So that the moft wicked 
Men and greateft Offenders againft the Laws 
of moral Righteoufnefs, Virtue and Good- 
nefs, have no reafon to fear any Punifhment 
at the Hands of God at ail And this too, 
which fure feems.fomewhat ftrange, from 
the Laws of Juftice and moral Government, 
which declare them to be Crimes fit to be 
reftrain'd, and therefore worthy of Punifh- 
ment. Such Aflcrtions do not only oppofc 
all Revelation, but moreover what are usual- 
ly accounted the allowed Principles of 
Deijm. A noble Author reprefents it, " As 
" a Do(5b:ine taught by all the eminent- 
" Pbilofophers among the Heathen firom 
" the common Principles of moral Philo* 
" fophy, that nothing is more agreeable to 
/* the Divine Nature, than that God fhould 
" reward Good with Good, and Evil with 
" Evil. And fince they obferv'd, that 

fome- 
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fometimes good Men were afflided, and 
wicked Men profperous in this Life, 
** they concluded, with moft certain Evi- 
" dence from the Jnfticc and Goodneis 
" of God, there was a Reward for the 
" Good and a Punifhment for the Wicked 
" appointed them after this Life ; for o- 
** therwife there could be no reafonable 
** Account given, either of the divine Jufticc 
" or Goodnefs*'* 

To fet afide thefe fo generally received 
Principles of moral Philofopby^ as well as all 
Authority of Revelation^ is to run through 
Deifm into downright Atbeifm^ to affign all 
Events either to Fate and Neceffity, or to 
unguided Chance^ which is the fame thing 
as to afcribe all EfFedts to no Caiife at all ; on 
which Suppofition it is nonfenfe to talk of 
Juftice, Goodnefs, or any other moral Per* 
l^dion or Action whatfoever. 

It 

* Et qaidem pitemium bonis, & fuppHciam mails, vel ia 
hac vita, vel poft hanc vitam dari ftatuebant Gentiles, utrum^ 
qae ex juftitia U bonitate divina colligentes, qus fuming 
Dei Opt. Max. attributa ab illis agnita luiiTe, cundta aperte 

fjamant veterom teftimonia Nihil mage congraum lu^ 

tane divinx efTe docuerunt, turn Philofophoram, turn Theo- 
logorum Gentiliam praecipuorum Scholae, quam ut bona bo* 
nis, mala aialis remetiretur Deus .... Csterum qaum id 
quoque cernerent, qaemadmodum viri boni calamitatibos mi- 
(eriiiqae oppreffi heic jacerent, mali improbique e contra lau* 
titiis omnibus affluerent, certi^mis ex juftitia bonitateque di- 
vina afgumentis dedu^s, bonis poft banc vitam prxmium con- 
dienum malis pcenam dari credebant ; fecus enim i\ efTbt, 
nifiam neqae juftitiae, neque bonitatis divinse rationem ^oii- 
ftarcpoffe, Herhrt de Relig. GentiL f. 274, 275. 
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It dcferves further to be confidered, that if 
it be unjuft to reftrainMen of any Liberties, 
or to punifli them for any Abufe of them j &^ 
that Juftice forbids God himfelf to punifb 
^ny with Forfeiture of Eftate or Life, what- 
ever they do J what Rights then can any Men 
have to punifli their Fellow-Creatures with 
jfuch Forfeitures? This will make all Laws of 
Society, for the Reftraint or Punifliment of 
the greateft Wickednefs and moft notorious 
Offenders, unjuft too. What will be unjuft 
in God will be evidently as unjuft in Men, 
the word of Offenders will havea juft Right 
to defend themfelves againft Injuftice, and 
may furely juftify themfelves in doing what 
God cannot juftify himfelf in puniiObing them 
for. And thus, this Principle will end ip an 
entire Subverfion of all Government both di-* 
vine and human, and on pretence of pre- 
ferving the Rights of Juftice, will make 
it impoflible to have any fuch thing as 
the publick Juftice of Government, and 
muft, if fuch Principles ftiould prevail, ba- 
nifli it out of the Earth. Such over-ftrain'd 
Notions of Juftice, as leave no room for 
the Exercife of any Juftice at all muft 
certainly be unreafonable and falfe. Let 
it then be obferved, this Queftion is very 
weakly as well as unfairly put on the foot 
of Jujiice I for it muft be allowed, either 
that God can in Juftice punifh great incorri- 
gible Offenders^ or that nonecan juftly punifti 
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them ; that is, they cannot in Juftice be pu- 
nifli'd at all -, that is, there is no fuch thing 
as Juftice at all. 

Yet ftill fome will infift upon it, there is>/'>^ 
no Appearance of fTiJdom, at leaft of Good-^^^^' 
nefsy that God fhould punifh the CanaaniteSy God's pw 
by giving a Commiffion to the Hebrews to^^^^^^'f' 
drive them out of their Poffeffions, or ^Vitittsbytht 
them to the Sword. If God would puniih^^*^^ ^f 
the Canaanites for their Iniquities, why wasb/^^g^' 
it not done, they fay, by his own Hand ? 
by unfruitful Seafons or peftilential Diftem- 
pcrs, that it might appear it was a Punifli- 
mcnt inflided on them by God, ^s Gover- 
nor of the World, and to prevent any Pre- 
tence3 Men might make of reforming the 
Erroneous, by difpoffeffing them of their 
Eftates, Liberties, or Lives? An Example, 
they fay, that may be ufed to juftify and en- 
courage the higheft Ads of Injuftice and 
Gruelty, under the Mafk of Religion, and 
in the Name of the Lord. 

As it is well known, fo there is no need to 
deny, that the Hebrews did claim the Land 
of Canaan as the Gift of God to them. It 
is as well known, that they made their 
Claim of it as the Gift of God, upon the Fot- 
fciture of the Canaanites, when their Ini-. 
quities were fully ripe. On this is founded 
mat fblemn Admonition to the Hebrews 
themfelves. Defile not ye your felves iniev.Kvnl 
any of thefe things^ for in thefe the Na-H* 
tions are defiled^ which I <afi out before- 

Q_ you. 
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you^ and the Land is defiled -^ therefore Ida 
i>ifit the Iniquities thereof upon it^ and the 
Land it felf vomit etb out her Inhabitants. Te 
Jhall not commit any of tbefe ^dominations 
,.. . . that the Land fpew not you alfowhen 
ye defile it^ as itfpewed out the Nations that 
'were before you. 

In this Pupifhmept of the Capa^nJtes GocJ 
did vifit their Iniquities, aad be puniihed 
their Iniquities by giving theiif taad to ths, 
Hebrews j which they were to . bold by 9 
Grant from God, by keeping his 3tatt*t^ 
and Judgrnents, and not qomowtting any of 
the Abominations fpr which th^ Cotnaanitef 
werq thiis puniflied ; that ig, t\x^Qmami(e,i* 
were punifti'd with a Forfeiture, of tl^if 
Country, becaufe of their AVjominatioJiiSj, 
which they were guilty of chiefly by, meaiipiS 
of their Idolatry ;. and the Hebrews .were tf>- 
hold it on the Grant of the truq God, keqp- 
il^g themfelves fr.om the lifee Abominations. 
Now in this Grant both the flabendum an4 
the ' Reddendum y are a publick Condenana- 
tbn of Idolatry and ftanding Confutation oi 
it, in maintaining and fupporting th« He^ 
brews in polTeffion of this Grant, by the fu-* 
perior Power of the one true God, in Op-^ 
pofidon to the Power of all the Idol Gods, 
their neighbouring heathen Nations wor- 
(hipped. 

This, if rightly confi4ered, will fliew ua,.. 
that as it becamte the Jufiice of Qod to puniih 
ih^ Cafloflmtes for their AbQuainafions, fo 

it 
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it became the Wifdom and Goodnefs of God 
topunifh them in this manner, preferable 
to all others, by a Grant of their Lands 
to the Hebrews^ on condition of keeping 
themfelvcs from Idolatry ; fo particularly 
exprels*d in the Habendum and Redden^ 
dum of the Grant itfelf, as the Reafons oh 
which it was granted, and the Service by 
which it was held. God had already tried 
other Methods of Punifliment, and they 
were found in Experience ineffeftual. He 
had deftroy'd the whole World by a Flood, 
excq)t Noah iand his Family, whicn was pre- 
ferv'd to repeople id. He had dertroy'd So^ 
dem arid Gomorrah in this very Country of 
Canaan by Fire from Heaven. Uhfruitfiil 
and unhealthy Seafons, were eafily fnterpre- 
ted ufua! and common Accidents ; or, to pro- 
ceed froni the Difpleafure of their Damoffs 
or fonhe of the Idol Gods they worfhipped, 
and were to be prevented or removed by 
fome of their Idolatrous or magical Cere- 
monies. • Such Sorts of Punifhments in faft, 
confidering the Corruption of Men's Minds, 
and prevailing Idolatry of the* Times, were 
abufed to give new Strength to Idolatry, ra- 
ther than to root it out. But when God is 
pleafed to give a Commiffiori to a People 
profefBng the Worfliip of the only true God, 
in oppofition to all Idols, when itihould ap- 
pear that this one true God had granted the 
ij^nd of Canaan to this People, and given 
them Pofleffion of it, with many vifible 
0^2 Marks 
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Marks of fupreme Power, and maintain^'d 
them in their Poffeffion againft allthc Powers 
of thofe Idols in whom the Canaanites tmft- 
ed, or by whofe Affiftance any other idola-* 
trous Nation hoped to difpoffefs them ; you 
immediately perceive a ftanding Confutation 
of the Hopes of Idolaters, and a {landing 
Encouragement of the Hopes of the HebrewSy 
and of all other Worfhippers of the one true 
God. 

If then it became the Wifdom and Good- 
nefs of God to put a flop to Idolatry, and to 
raife up a Nation to preferve the firfl: Prin- 
ciple of Religion, the Unity of God, the 
great Principle of Virtue and moral Good- 
nefe, of publick and private Happinefs ; no 
Means could have been more agreeable both 
to Wifdom and Goodnefs, than to drive the 
Canaanites out of the Land by the Hebrews^ 
and to preferve the Hebrews in the Poflef- 
jion of that Land which God gave them 
by a fpecial Grant, with conflant evident 
Marks of Favour and powerful Protection. 
A jufl; and powerful Motive, to perfuade the 
Hebrews^ and with them their Neighbour 
idolatrous Nations, how vain it was to truft 
in IdolSy how wife to truft alone in Jehovah 
the only true God. 

Yet ftill there remains, fome fay, an un- 
anfwerable Objedlion, that fuch an Example 
will encourage Enthufajis and Impojiors^ to 
invade their Neighbours, to pretend Reli- 
gion whenever they have a mind to their 

Eftates; 
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feftates; and to do the higheft Aftsofln-^. 
juftice, in depriving their Neighbours ot 
their Fortunes, Liberties and Lives. Can 
God give a CommifEon that is like to encou- 
rage fo fearful Confequences as thefe ? 

Thus the Enemies of Revelation prejudice 
themfelves, and go about to prejudice others 
againft the Hebrew Government as not of 
divine Inftitution, becaufe not confiftent 
with the divine Wifdom or Goodnefs, as , 
they believe, or fay they believe 5 but if they 
would have patience to conlider this Matter 
a little more calmly, they would find all thefe 
Fears mere Panicks, and the mighty Dan- 
gers they pretend to forefee from the Encou- 
ragement of fuch an Example, are no more 
than their groundlefs Imaginations or Forge- 
ries of their own Prejudices. 

For this Commiffion to the IfraeliteSy can 
give no Encouragement in the leaft to any 
enthufiaftick Pretences \ for this Example 
will allow no Pretences at all. It can encou - 
rage no Perfons to do any thing by virtue of 
this Example, but fuch only who fhall re- 
ceive a like real Commiffion from God, and 
have it as well and as fully attefted as the 
Hebrews had theirs ; and wherever this (hall 
be the Cafe it cannot be a Pretence^ for a 
Pretence and a Reality ^vc a ContradiSion to 
each other. 

This Example then, inftead of encourag- 
ing Pretenders, whether Enthufiafis or Im- 
pojlorSy on the contrary gives wife and per- 
0^3 fuafivc 
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fuaiive Cautions againft all Pretences, with- 
out leaving room ibr any of what Natjire ofc 
Kind foever, requiring all Perfons to give 
the fiii'.eft Proof and Evidence of a real Com- 
miffion, whenever they (hall undertake to 
a6t by any 5 and that no Perfons are to con- 
cur with them, or to aflift them, without ^Zr- 
tisfaStory Evidence to tbemfelves of the Truth 
of their Commiflion. 

This appears evident;^ in the Care taken 
to prove the Commiffion to the Hebrew Na- 
tion by Mofes firfl: to the IfraeJiteSy then tp 
Pbaraohy and even to the Canaanites thenj.- 
felvwS, in great Variety of Signs and Won- 
ders in Egypt, at the Red-Sea, in the Wil- 
der nefs, at the Siege and taking of Jericho , 
in a vifible Prefence of Jehovah for fo lon^ 
a time, in the Shechinahox Cloud of Glo- 
ry, in ^ miraculous Protedlion of the If- 
raeliteSy and Provifion for them in fo many 
repeited Ihftances. Thefe are fo full, fo un- 
queftionable Evidence of the Truth of their 
jCommiffion from God, that it can give no 
Encouragement to Pretenders whofoever they 
may be, as all Pretender^ mufl: come with- 
out fufficient Proof and Evidence ; for this 
Example does not only permit, but it dircAs 
Men to examine a|l Pret:ences, and to admit 
none without fiill Proof and unqueftionabic 
Vouchers. For when God himfelf did give 
a Commi^on to the Hebrews^ he did not 
require any to receive it, without fuch Proof 
as fliould leave noreafonable Doubt concern- 
ing 
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ing the Tmth and Reality of fuch Commif- 
lion from God. Now^ as in the Reafon of 
the Thing, no Pretender could ever thus 
prove a counterfeit or forged Commifljon ; 
ib, in fa<5t, there never has been a jGngle In- 
ftance of any one vi^ho ever pretended to fuch 
Proof as was given by Mofes. 

How groundlefs then are thefe Fears, how 
Weak and filly muft it be for the fake of 
them to tie up the Hands of the Governor 
of the World from giving any true Com- 
miffion at all ? This would be hardly fo wife 
as to fetafide all Ufe of the Great Seal of 
Mnghnd^ becaufe it is poffible that it may be 
counterfeited ; for in this Cafe, the Proof re- 
quired by this Example, is what cannot be fo 
counterfeit, but it will be eafy to difcover 
the Fraud. 

Nowiipon thefe Principles how weak,w#«c- 
iow abfurd muft it appear, to plead for a^**^^*- 
Toleration oi Idolatry in th^ Hebrew Go-^'^T'm/ 
vernment, that is, for a Toleration of what ^<'/'''"^^^'/- 
was abfolutcly inconfiftent with the'funda-'^''^''^''-^- 
m«ntal Laws and prmcipal Defign of the Ci- 
vil ConftitiJtion ? Idolatry, in the Heirap 
Government, was an Ad: of Higb-Treafon a- 
caiAftthe King oilfraeiy a diredt Denial of 
his Right and Title^ and an adual Procla* 
mation of a Pretender to his Crown. A Go- 
vernment in its InfUtution deiign'd to put a 
ftop to Idolatry, and to preferve the Know- 
ledge and Wor^ip of the one true God, in 
which all were to hold their Eftates and 
Q^ Lands 
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Lands as his Gift, and their Peace and Pro- 
fperity by his Protection, on Condition of 
having no other Gods before him, or ferving 
any other Gods befides him j fuch a Govern- 
ment could not poffibly tolerate Idolatry 
without violating all the Rules of common 
Scnfe, as well as all the Maxims of political 
Wifdom. 

It defer ves Confideration, that as the whole 
Land was a Grant of the one true God, it was 
moft equitable he fhould appoint the Condi- 
tions of his own Grant, If any one, whether 
out of Confcience, or any other Reafon, was 
not willing to accept of it with the Condi- 
tions on which it was granted, here was no 
Harm done ; no Man received any Injury in 
not having a Share in a Grant to which he 
had no previous Right, to which he could 
have no Claim in Juftice or Equity. It is 
very wrong to make this in any refped a Pu- 
ftifhment for the Sake oi Confcience y either by 
pofitive Penalties or negative Difcouragc- 
ments; it was a direft civil Qualification, 
that they who held Lands of Jebovaby muft 
own him and do Homage to nim as Sove^ 
reign Lord of the Fee. 

It fhould be finally obferv'd, that Idolatry 
IS not an harmlefs Speculation, it is not con- 
fiftent with the Peace of Society, no Con- 
fcience or Pretence to Confcience can make 
Principles of Intemperance, Uncleannefi, 
Sins againft Nature and Murder innocent^ 
liich Principles muft difturb civil Society; 

and 
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and from what has been obierved befcffe, 
concerning the great Miichiefs of Idolatry, 
it was not only juft, but becoming the Wif- 
dom and Goodncfs of Cod to put a &ofp 
to it. 



C H A J^. XIII. 

That the Balance of the Hebrew Go^ 
vernment nxjas Jo nmU Jixed^ as no 
one, Part had rower by overbear'^ 
ing the refi to overturn it \ that in 
particular the Conflitution had ta^ 
ken effeEiual Care^ it could not be 
in the Power of the Levites. 



THE States of the Hebrew Govern- 
ment as we have already ieen, were 
very wifely conftituted for the Liberty of 
the People, for the Wifdom of Counfeland 
Advice, and for a due Execution of what 
ihould be refolved and undertaken for the 
Protection and Security, the Peace and Pro- 
fperity of the Nation, The next Part of pOr 
litical Wifdop and Prudence will appear bv 
a proper Care, to prevent any fuch great ju-^ 
terations in the ieveral Parts of the Govern- 
ment, 9s might threaten the Conflitution 
with Danger. 

2 Here 
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Rere was a 'Countiry of giieaC Advantage 
ibr Deftnce hif its aatural Sittiatioa) large 
enoagh to maintadn a numerous and vrtY^ 
diicijdined M ilkia, in fufficieiit Henty and 
Eafe J animated with the Experience of God*s 
powerful Protedlion in the Days ii^f their Fa- 
thers, and encouraged to hope th^ fame Pro- 
tedtion of the one true God^. to continue 
them in the FofTeflipn of his own. Grant, as 
a Nation chofen to put a ftop to the growing; 
Evils of Idolatry. A People who had a fair 
Property to defend, and Reafon to defirfe the 
Prefervation of a Government under which 
they enjoy'd fo much Happincis. 

^ut as ambitious and reftiefs Spirits are the 
Growth of all Ages and all Places, every 
Conftitution, however wifely formed, muft 
be in fomc danger from Men who afe feek- 
ing their own private Advantage often in 
the Confiifion, often in the Ruin of the Laws 
and Liberties of their Country. 

It is not to be wowier'd at, that in fa6t 
the Hebrew Government fhould be liibjedl 
to fbme Alterations and Corruptions of its 
Conftitution as every Government in the 
World is, and muft be, fo long as the Ad- 
miniftration of all Governments muft be in 
the Hands of Men, liable to Corrtiption. 
The Hebrew Hiftory (hews m fa<a feveral 
Alterations, as in the Occafional Judges 
after Jojhua^ the Change of Judges int€> 
Kings ytt the Elet^ion of Saul^ and the 
Form of Government introduced among the 

Jews 
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Jews after the Captivity^ which foon grew 
into that State which Mr. Harrmgton* well 
^'Is the cabbalijiical Commonwealth, in 
which Form the chief Authority refided in 
tlie Talmudical Sanhedrim and great Syni^-- 
g^gue ; but neither the Nature nor the Rea- 
sons of thefe Alterations are within my En- 
quiry, which is only to explain and vindi- 
cate the Wifdom of the original Conftitutipn 
hy Mofes. 

I would only make one Remark, that all 
theic iterations, great as they were, were 
iMthing near fo great as the moft celebrated 
Governments of Greece and Rome under- 
went in a much lefs fpace of TinM. One 
hundred Years of the Roman Hiftory, tho* 
pf a People fo renown'd for Wifdom, (o 
warm for Liberty, fo jealous of every thing 
that feem'd to threaten it, will yet fhcw 
greater Alterations in their Government, 
more fatal to the Peace and Liberties of that 
Nation, than the whole fifteen hundred Years 
of the Hebrew Hiftory can. 

Though the befl Proviiions of political 
Wifdom cannot prevent all Alterations, it 
however fbews the great Wifdom of a Con- 
ititution, where the Provifions made to pre- 
vent them are beft fitted to obtain fo de- 
firable an End. As this may juftly re- 
- commend the Wifdom of the Hebrew 
Conftitution, fo it fhould filence with Sham^ 
the unfair and unrighteous Refledlions 

fome 

* Harrington Com. Ifirael^ c. v. 
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feme have caft upon it, " as if founded 

" on ambitious ENsfigns, and calculated to 

" draw all the Wealth and Power of the 

•• Hebrew Nation into the Hs^nds of the 

" Priefts.** When, on the contrary, the 

Conftitution has taken the wifeft Care that 

it {hould not be in the Power of any one 

Part of the Nation, leaft of all in the Power 

of the Priefts,' either to invade the Property 

or opprefs the Liberties of any Part of thic 

Nation. 

Cart and There are two principal Methods of pre- 

Prtfuijion ventiug the Evils of Ambitiony either to take 

^^^^^'away the ufiiai Occafions of ambitious Views 

^emmtnt and Dcfigus, or to make the Execution of 

tofrtyeHt them difficult and imprafticable. The Hr- 

^ '**'* brew Conftitution has made both thefe Pro- 

vifions in a manner equal, I think I may 

boldly fey, to any known Conftitution of 

Government in the World. 

The very Foundation of the Hebrew Con- 
ftitution, was an equal Divifion of the Land, 
the Continuance of which was fecured by i 
fimdamental Law, which made that Divifion 
perpetual, as no Eftate could be alienated or 
pafs from one Tribe or Family to another. 
The Laws had further provided, that no 7«- 
^^r^ could be made of Money; fo that had 
a Man never fo much Money he could make 
no Profit of it, either by Purcbafe or Inte- 
refi. All Places of Power, whether in 
their Courts of Jujlicey or Commands in 
their Armies, were not Places of Profit 

too. 
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too, at leaft of fo vecj jfinall Profit as to be 
worth next to nothing at all ; and thefc very 
Places were moreover, if of any Eminency, 
fo fixed to Heads of Fanulies and Princes of 
Tribes, that all Ambition of canvafling for 
them muft be very much prevented, by 
ftriking in great meafure at the very Root of 
iiich Ambitions in taking away the common 
and uiiial Occafions of them ; for the Con- 
ftitution had made the Places in that Govern- 
ment rather Places oi Burthen than of Pro- 
fit^ and had left very few, if any Competi- 
tors, for moft of the principal of them. 
What room was there for reftlefs and ambi* 
tious Spirits, to form Parties or FaBions^ 
or to attempt to miflead a l^rihe or the Na- 
tion into falfe Meafures for their own pri- 
vate Advantage, when there was fo little 
Power, fo little Profit to be got 5 and fo few 
were allowed to be Competitors, that it could 
hardly be worth any Man's while to give 
himfelf any Trouble, or to run any Hazard 
in attempting it. So wife Provifion was 
made for the Peace of Cities^ bribes and the 
whole NatioHy as there was no Encourage- 
ment for any ambitious Pefigns that might 
difturb it. 

It is obfervable, this Provifion is moft par- 
ticular and eflfedtual to prevent any Defigns 
of Ambition or Covetoufnefs in the Prx€fis.\ 
For the Conftitution had exprefsly made a 
perpetual Mortmain^ fo that they could not 
tav^ any Increafe of Property in Land, by, 

any 
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any Title whatfocver, either of Gift 6t Pur^ 
chafe, and any occaiional Gifts of Money 
muft be very fmall in a Couotry where there 
was 6> little^ and It could be no Increafe of 
yearly RevenuS^ asr if could not be laid ouf: 
to any Intereft-. And a^ to Places of «ny 
Gonfiderable Power^ they were exchidied 
from thena by the: ConftttoUon. ; they could 
neither bq HeaJs of tht Families nor Princes 
of the Ttibes itt which they lived, forthdfe 
Offices were in the Fwitiia of the Tribes 
thenfifelves, ^xclufive of all Paftiiliis or Pet- 
fon« of other Tribee; nor were thcgr to be 
employed m military Commands, but ap- 
pointCKl for Uie Service of the Taberilaclc ; 
there was .then no room for tihe Levites aaid^ 
Priefts in any Places of the Hebretjo Govern.^ 
naent, except ia th^ir Goufts. of yuftksti 
Their Leifore aiid Knowledge in the Lows 
made it proper there fkcurld be ibme Prieft^ 
or Levites to affiil in them ; but theie Of- 
fices were attended with fy little Profit^, if 
nvitb any at ally they were attended witb 
fo little P(mer and Authority, and fhdreob 
among fo many befides the Levies y that 
moft certainly thefe could draw very litde of 
the Power or Riches of the Nation into dxeir 
Hands. According to the foregoing Ac- 
count, the Levites were not fok Judges in 
any Court of Juftice, they were a fmall Nunv 
ber anaqng many othfers,^ they were: a vwy 
finall Part, if any, of the Congregations or po» 
pular Aflemblies, whciher of the Cities^ of 

the 
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th^Xrib^Si^ or of all IJhf^. Tlwy »adtf a 
very fmalri Part of the Senat^^ whether pro- 
vincial Of pftUQaal 1 auuitbecoforiQ could have 
very Kttlft.EpCQlir^e«ie«t tc canvafe by Par- 
ty or Fa(£lion> what wa« foUttle worth whaa 
th^y had qbtalaed it. 

Aa tie the partioilar lotarefts of the Pk^iefta 
au^ Zevftejt as a: Trib«s t^^y ro^^ direft 
thctfift iH>t o&ly to avoid all^ Ambkions thena* 
^y*% wlusb wight difturb the Peace of the 
Htkren»> Nation, or of a^y of the. particular • 
Tgib«s, biifetft t^e all Care, asf fer at t^ 
coidd»,t©{ireffeafeaU^ujch Ambitions in otfeers^ 
bfcjqau^ they lauA fuffer by every Diftw- 
t»iK»; Thiy ccwld! have no Bopc gf paifl; 
ftom aay ;i W ;when every Difturbwiee waa 
like to diminirii the Tithe^ either in the na- 
t^f^al Pvodme or regular Payment^ thi^rtiuft 
diminish. the proper Revenue of the lA'oitps^ 
Idftnithftir JFimd, and fo thw yearly -Dw»- 
dend. Wh^t E)nco\}rag(££Qfent then could a 
FrifsA have tp difturb the Peace of his Coun^ 
ify, when he could have np Profpe£b of 
Gatn^ and had a fure Profjsed of Lofe y when 
thek: Eftatfe^ and the Proviiion for their 
whole LiyeliJiood were of fuch nature, thai, 
they could iiot be better'd, but were fure 
to be made/worfe by every. Difturbance of 
tihe State? 

I 0iall add one general Remark, ftirther,. 
oo the near Equality of the whole Bekrew 
Nation, in Eftaoe^ A& th^ Cbnftitutiqn f\A. 
ar bar to great Richer, wA made fuch Pro- 

vifion 
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vifion for the natural Conveniences of Life, 
that very few could be in great Want or 
Poverty ; this fervcd to diminifti greatly the 
Temptations of Luxury^ Pride and Envy^ 
nor were there any fo neceffitotis as to feek 
Relief for ^ their private Wants and Mifery, 
in the publick Confuiion and Diforders of 
their Q>untry., How much do thcfe Pro- 
vifions of theH(?^r««^ Government, to pre- 
vent the Occafions of Faction, excel all the 
Cdnftitutions of the £Eim'd Spartan Law- 
giver for the fame Purpofe, fo much cele- 
brated by the admired Grecian Authors? 
Nor would thefe Conftitutions have miis'd 
their Praife, if they had been published by a 
LycurguSy a Solon^ or a Numa ; or indeed by 
any body but Mofes. 
^2Ei. The Wifdom of this Conftitution went 
In and ' ftiU furthcr, to make all ambitious and fee- 
Faaion tious Attempts fo very difficult, fo unlikely 
^^^ to fuccecd, as to be next to imprai^cable : 
aimoft im- A great Difcouragement to the making any 
^^'^«- fuch Attempts. The particular Powers of 
each Part of this Government, were fo ba^ 
lanced by the Powers of other Parts, that 
without the Concurrence of all it was hardly 
pradicable for any one Part to dr^w to them- 
ielves any fhare of Property, Wealth, or 
Power, from the other Parts ; and it was as 
hard and impradlicable to obtain their Con- 
currence, to the Ruin of their own Property 
and Liberty. Let any Man but juft confider 
the Plan of this Government in general, and 

let 
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let him hy in what way* it wa^ praAicabte 
for ^ny/PerJbn^ Tribe ^ Ontrt or Magijirate^ ' 
to invade the Property of his Country-men 
or Lihcriks of his Country. The Tfibes 
were ihdepehdeht of each other, fo that the 
Aa\bition of any Man in any Tribe could* 
only affdft the Peace of his own Tribe j and 
tbtrc were the Powers of the provincial Con-^ 
gregatim^ Senate and Prince of the Tribe, to 
prevent even: any fudi Attempt as that. Yet if 
that would not do, and if a Man might be fup- * 
pofed to have gained over to his Interefts the 
People, Elders and Prince of his Tribe, or 
at left afufficient Party among them to con- 
ient to their own undoing, there ftiil re- 
mained the other Tribes, all independent Go- 
vernments as wcUas his own Tribe, and none 
of them like to make a Surrender tamely of 
their Si)vereigkty and Independency to any one 
Tribe. There Were ftill the national Con- 
gregation^ the national Senate, the Judge, and 
the Oracle ; all which muft be impofed upon, 
or forced to a Compliance, or the whole 
Force of the Nation vrould foon pat an end 
to a provincial Rebellion. * 

But indeed what Man could be fa fanguine 
as to think it practicable to make fuch a 
, Party in his own Tribe, as to be dangerous 
to the Liberties even oi that particular Ti ib::. 
Bribery and Corruption could have very little 
Influence where all were in near equal Cir-^ 
cumilances, where ncaie by confequence were 
able to bribe any confiderable Number, and 
R where 
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vrhttt all had a Property near as good as any 
other Pcrfon of their Family or Tribe. 

But fuppofe, if voa pleafe^ this ambitious 
Man one of chief e/i Power and Commyand 
in the Tribe, let him be Head of a chief Fa- 
mily or Prince of his Tribe ; what could any 
Mead of a Family do without the Concur- 
rence of the other Heads of Families and the 
Prince of his Tribe, whofe Power and Au- 
thority his Ambition tnuA be fuppofed to be 
drawing out of their Hands into his own ? 
Suppofe him Prince of the Tribe, and fo of 
greateft Power aqd Authority, if he fhould 
attempt to carry that Power and Authority 
beyond the Laws of the Conftitutioo, he 
muft invade the Powers and Authority of 
the Heads of Families and inferior Comman- 
ders, without whofe Confent it was not 
pradlicable to do any thing. And is it con- 
ceivable> that thefe Heads of Families would 
Qot be attentive to their own Rights, and be 
alarm'd as foon as ever they perceived a De- 
fign upon them ? The Princes of the Tribes, 
though Generals of the Militia and Preiidents 
of the Coiincil of War within their own 
Province, yet did not appoint any of the 
OfficciiS under them ; the Heads of Families 
commanded their Families, as the Princes 
did the Tribes,, and were always able by vir- 
tue of their own Commands in the Army 
of the Tribe, to prevent the Execution of 
^ny Deiigns againil their own Rights. More-^ 
jQver^ in any fuch Caie they might expert to 
r v I -. be 
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be fuppOTted by the . united Force of the 
whole Nation; for nothing can be more im- 
probable than to imagine that the other 
Tribes, the national Senate, or the Judge, 
ihould all give in to the private Ambition 
of anyonefingle Man to invade the Liber* 
tics of one of the Tribes of Jfrael^ and there- 
by withdraw it from the Union of the 
whole Nation, from the Obedience due to 
the States-General of the united Tribes, arid 
encourage like dangerpus Attempts againd 
the Liberties of every other of the Tjibcs in 
its turn. 

What appears thus impradlicable in any 
one of the Tribes ffeverally, will appear yet 
more impra<9dcable if attempted by any Mr- 
giflrates of the Union. An Attempt by the 
Congregation of all Ifrael fcems hardly with- 
in the Queftion. None can well fuppofe an 
whole Nation in a Plot, to give away their 
own Wealth, Liberty and Power into other 
Men's Hands, be they who they will, Priefts 
or Lay-men, The national Senate confiiled 
of all the Nobles oHfrael^ Princes of Tribes, 
and Heads of Families, as well as the feyerity 
Elders chofen for their Underftanding in tlie 
Laws and their Wifdom for Counfel. Now. it ' 
is inconceivable how this Court, call it Saohe- . 
drim. Senate, Privy Council, or what you 
will, fliould praftife any thing againft the 
Property, Liberties or Wealth of the Nation, 
when every thing of moment refolved in it 
muft be propofed to the Congregation of 
R a Ilrael 
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Jfrael for its Confent, and muft be after- 
wards put into Execution, if Force was ne-» 
ceflary, by the Arms of the faid Congrega- 
tion, as the only Arntiy of I/rael ; who, tho* 
indeed as an Army, they were to be com- 
manded by their Heads of Families and Prin- 
ces of Tribes, yet they were in no fervile 
Dependance upon them. They did not hold 
their Lands of them as Vaffals^ or even as 
tenants ; they were all of diem Freeholders^ 
and held of Jehovah^ or immediately of the 
Crowi . They owed the Heads (h their 
Families and Princes of their Tribes no other 
Services but military Obedience, and that 
only in fuch things, and as far as the Con- 
ftitution directed. Hence it appears to have 
been in the Power of the Congregation, as 
one of the Sutes of the Hebrew Parlia- 
ment, and as the only Army of the J%- 
brew Nation, to prevent the Senate from car- 
rying any Point in the national Council or 
States-General of the united Tribes ; becau& 
it muft have their Confenr, and to prevent 
any Refolution fron) being carried into Exe^ 
cution,thatmig ht have been fraudulently ob« 
tained, in Prejudice to the Property or Liber- 
ties of the People, becaufe it muft be executed 
by their Force. 

If you fuppofe any fuch Attempt to be 
made by the Judge wbofe Power and Au- 
thority were very confiderable, he being 
Commander in chief of the Hofts oi I/rael^ 
and in whofe Hands the executive Powers 

of 
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of Government were principally lodged ; 
3fct there was fo great care taken to prevent 
any Dai^er from his Power to the Liberties 
of the Nation, that you may perceive k was 
not in his Power to hurt them ; for he was 
not entrufted with an arbitrary Power, he 
was ftridly to follow the Direftions of the 
Law, for which End he was to aiS accord- 
ing to the Advice of the national Council 
or Senate 5 and in Matters of greater Impor- 
tance, he was to have the Confent of the 
Congregation, and Approbation of the O- 
racle. Nor could the Judge execute any 
thing at any time, but by an Army ; of which 
both Soldiei s and Officers were Members of 
the national Congregadon or national Senate. 
An Army fure,very unlikely and improper to 
be employed in invading or trampling oa 
the Liberties of the Senate or People of 
JJrael. ;, 

Perhaps fome will yet pretend Dinger 
from the Hi^b-Prieji, as he was appointed to 
confult the Oracle; but what has been ob- 
ferved concerning the Oracle, and the man- 
ner in which it was confulted by the High- 
Frieft, (hews, I think moil evidently, that 
the High-Pfieft couW no ways endingjer the 
LibdrUes of the Nation, or draw the 
Wealth of it to the Ptieffhood, by any pof. 
fible Ufftto be made; of the Oracle. For 
the High-Prieft was only to aflc Counfel of 
the Oracle, when he was fo direded. The 
Orade itfelf gave no Anfwer but to a Que- 
R 3 ftioa 
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{lion agreed upon before, and put into the 
Hands of the High-Prieft to afk. The High- 
Prieil could form noQueftion himfelf, or afk > 
any Qucflion of his own ; nor could he im- 
pofe an Anfwer on thofe who confulted the 
Oracle by him. Yet if you will fuppofe 
after all, the High-Prieft might on fome oc- 
cafions have managed things fo dcxtcroufly, 
as to have publifti'd an .Oracle in favour of 
the Priefthood, of their Power and Wcahh, 
of which there is not fo much as a Pretence 
of one fingle Inftance in the whole Hebrew 
Hiftory, what would the Priefls have gain'd 
by it ? This would have been beginning at 
the wrong End, it would be like, declaring 
the Royal Affent to an Afl: that liad pafled 
neither of the Houfcs 5 . and miift, like the 
Laws of the Hebrew Conftitution, be pro- 
pofed to the Senate and Congregation for 
their Confijnt. So that fuch Conflitutions, 
if poffible to be fbunded on the pretended 
Authority of an Oracle, muft be received and 
executed by this general Confeot . of the 
whole Nation. ' 

But of^all thefc imaginary or foiged Fears, 
none are more ridiculoufly abfprd than the 
Pannick from the Attempts of the, Levites^ 
That they fhouldbe in a Plot agvnft the 
Liberties of their . Country, and ; be iWe to 
draw all the Power and Wealth of the whole 
Natjion into their own Hands. 

What 
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What the Cbnftitution appointed for the 
Levites Was the Tithe^ which, all things' 
confidered,. and their- own Share of Land 
which they gave to. the Publick dedad:ed, 
was very nibderate. A fandamenfal Law of 
the Conftitution made the Levites incapable 
of any Acceflion of Revenue, as all Eftates 
in Land were unalienable, and all Interell oa 
Money forbid by Law. So that it was not 
poflible for them to attempt any thing, but 
either by the Repeal of a Law declared in the 
Conftitution unalterable, or by Force 6f Arms, 
both of them moft chimerical and impra(5li- 
cable Projedls. 

The Levites had ib little (hare in the 
States, whether provincial or national, that if 
a Power of repealing and making new Laws 
had been vefted in thofe Aflemblies, the Le- 
vites could have had neither Numbers nor 
Authority to carry any Law in their own 
Favour . againft the Interefts of the reft of the 
Nation; 

' If they are confidered in the particular 
Tribes to which they belong, for they are 
reckoned to belong to .that Tribe where die 
City of their Habitation was ; fo yoii have 
mention of a young Man . out of Methlem- 
Judah^ of the Family of Judab^ who 'was{l^'j^ 
a Levite : Thus corifidered, you will fee 
they, are fo very fnfjall a Number; in com* * 
parifon of the other Inhabitants of the Tribe, 
that they could not hope to carry any Que- 
R4 ftion 
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ftionagainft them, in anyAffembly j cfpccijilly 

confidering further, that the principle Powtf 

and Authority of every Tribe muft be in o- 

ther Hands. The Levites could never be 

. Princes of Tribes, or l^eads of Farhflie? j 

por is it certain, that the Lewtes had! ^ny 

ihare in the provincial Senates or Coupcils of 

the Tribes at all. It is likely they were con-r 

fined to the Magijiracies of that own Cities. 

and of their own Families, who inhabiteq 

theni. As they were free from military 

Services, they fcem in like manner free fron^ 

Summons by the fuperior Officers, and lb 

from Attendance on the Princes of the Tribes 

in their provincial AflemWies, except fome 

few of them (hould afRft in their Courts oo 

account of their better Under ftandiiig in the 

Laws ; but thcfe, as fom? have obferv'd with 

food Reafon, feem rather to be placed in the 
)ffic^s of Scribes, Secretaries, or Recorders, 
than of Aldermen or Senators, The fame 
may be'obfe'rved as to their Scffion, Vote and 
Authority in the n$itional Councils,^or States^ 
General of the united Tribes. 

But whatever Power the Levites had, 
whatever their Authority was, fuppofe it 
more or lefs, it could not reach to the Al- 
teration of the Conftitution in their favour 
any manner of way y for it was not in the 
. Power of any provincial Aflembly, not in 
the Power of a national Aflembly, if the 
Levites could be fuppofed to govern them 

all 
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all abfolutely, either to repeal any Law in 
l)eing that was a Bar to their Ambition, as 
the univerfal Mortmain or the Prohibition 
of lotereft, or to procure any new Law to 
he ena^ed in their Favour^ that might make 
W^y for any Attempts againft the Liberties 
of .their Country. 

If you can fuppofe the Jaevites makii^ 
any fuch Attempts by Mutiny and Force, you 
ipay perceive all fuch Attempts manifeAly 
impradticable. The Levitcs were a few Per- 
ions in the midft of a great Number of ^- 
raelites i th^y were themfelves without 
Arms, never trained to Difcipline, not hav^-- 
ioj^ ope PerJfbn of military Skill to lead them, 
but furrounded by Perfons in Numbers, a- 
tx>ve ten to one armed and inftra£ted in mi* 
ii^ry Difcipline, fully ofHcer'd, and ready a; 
a Pay's Warning to fupprcfe any Mutiny or 
rebellious Infurredion. 

So that to foppofe it was in the Power 
of the Levites to difturb the Peace, or en- 
danger the Liberties of their Country, or to 
draw the Power and Wealth of the Nation 
JQto their own Hands, efpecially that it was 
artfully, that is^ knaviJhlydtii^n'A by the Con- 
futation it ihould be fo, is a groundlefs Imar 
gination s and (o incredible a Fiction, that 
whoever can hope to impofe it on the World 
muft firft have a moft contemptible Opinioa 
of it^ for Ignorance and Stupioity. 

la 
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In faft, there docs not appear any one In- 
fiance in the whole Hebrew Hiftory for fo 
many hundred Years of any fuch Dcfign iii 
the Levi tes, or of the Succcfs of the Priefts 
in any one fuch Projecft. There were confi- 
derable Alterations in the Hebrew Govern- 
ment, for want of keeping Hn&ly to th6 
original Cpnftitution. As the Hebrews 
chofe no Judge to fucceed JopmUy or Elders 
in the room of the Elders of his Council, 
the natural Confcquence was a fort of Anar- 
chy^ or occafional Judgesi, with Authority, 
only in fome of the Tribes. This made the 
People defire a King, to reftore in iovae mea- 
fure the national Union, and to unite the 
national Force. This Kingdom was in a 
few Years divided into two, by which the 
original Conftitution was fo altered, and the 
national Force fa weakened, that both became 
more expos'd to the Invafions of their power- 
ful Neighbours the Kings of Egypt ^ ^Jfy^^ 
and Babylon^ and fuffercd much from them, 
as was naturally to be expcfted from theii* 
Divifions dnd Animofities y but where is li 
to be found that the Priefts or Levites were 
the Authors of any of thefe Alterations ? 
Where does it appear the Priefts or Levites 
got any Advantages by any of thefe Altera- 
tions ? Where are the new Conftitutions to 
be found in favour of the Priefts and i>- 
vites^ whereby they had any Acccffion eithet 
of Power or Wealdi^ or, where is the Ap- 
' * pearance 
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porance of h in any one* Inftance of thfe 
Hekrew Hiftory ? It was not the Artifice 
of the Priefts and Samuel^ it was the Im- 
portunity of the Peo^e that faid, Make us i Samad 
a ' King to ju4ge us like ail the Nations ^'''^'^ 5» 6- 
Jpr the thing difpleafed Samuel^ or he did 
not approve of fQch an Alteration of the 
original Conft|tutipQ. In the Government 
of Saul the firft King, the Power and In- 
fluence of the Levifes was fo low that they 
cquld not prevent a Majjacre^ and putting 
all the Inhabitants of the City of Nob to the i Sanrad 
$word; norwece they in Condition to re-**^*- *^» 
fcnt, or reverse it. There was no Cbm- ^' 
mption, not the ieaft national Difturbanpe 
upon it, and Abiatbar was ^in to fly ttf 
David for Safety ; who, hirafelf was in the 
greated Danger, hiding himfelf fometimes in 
one Wildernefs, ibmetimes in another, and 
had only about fix hundred Men with him i 
nor does it appear, there was any Confti- 
tution made on David^s Acceflion, to the 
particular Advantage of the Priefls. 

The Revolution under Jeroboam was fo 
far from being of any Advantage to the 
Priefts and Levites, that it was a fatal Blow 
to their legal Rights and Interefts. They 
loft above three Quarters of their Revenue, 
befides the Office and Dignity of Priefts, 
in the Cities of I/rael Sure the Priefts 
. were very unfkilful and unlucky Politicians, 
to make Way by Jeroboaajft Revolution for 

the 
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I. King* the Calves ^ Dan and Bethel, for Pricfts 
*"• ^'' of the lowed of the People, who were not 
of the Sons of Levi, to deprive them of 
fo large z Part of th^ir Subftance ; Confe-' 
quences eafy to be forefeen in fuch an Al^ 
teration of -the Government, and Wluch, if . 
the Priefts and Levites had common Senfe, 
ihey miaft have ufed all their Intereifl topre* 
vent» indead of having any hand in the don- 
trivance or Execution of it« 

So contrary to all Reafon, fo contrary to 
alt biftorical Truth of Faifb, is it to fapp6ft, 
that the Hebrew Conftittition was contrived 
partially to favour the particular Intereft of 
the Levites, or to draw the Power or 
Wealth of the Hebrew Nation into their 
Hands. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

That Obedience to the General States 
of the National Union^ in whom 
the Tribes, though feparate and in^ 
dependent Provinces, njoere united 
into one Government, nvas effential 
to the Hebrew Conjiitution ; that 
to difohey and oppofe their Orders, 
was a very dangerous jiB ofHigh^ 
Treafon. 

ALL wife Governments have made every 
£^L Adl oi Higb-TCreaJtm a Capital Crime, 
and have juAly accounted it one of the moft 
dangerous Offences that can be committed. 
It is not only an Injury to one Man, or to 
a iew private Perfons ; but it is an Inquiry to 
the whole Society, to the Peace, and Order 
of the Government, on which the Property, 
the Liberty, the Happinefs,and even the Lives 
of every one of the Society muft depend. 
Treafon is defined to be an Offence com- 
mitted againft the Security of the King or 
Kingdom ; according to the Roman Law, 
every Attempt againft the Emperor or Com- 
monwealth was Trealbn *. By our Laws a 

Man 

* Lex Jalia Majeftatis, qax in eos» qui contra Imperato. 
ran vel Kempablicain aliquid molici funr, fuaai vigorem 
excendiCt InJHtut. /. iv. 7//. xviii. J. 3. 



Digitized by 



Google 



t^^ Of the Civil Govemmeta 

Man commits High-Treafon by counterfeit 
ing the Coin, or the Great Seal, by killing a 
Chancellor, Treafurcr or Judge, in the Exe- 
cution of their Office; by adhering to the 
King's Enemies, by levying War as well as 
by compaffing and imagining the Death of 
the King. So that all Offences which di- 
red:lytend to overthrow what is neceilary 
to the Safety and Authority of the Govern- 
ment, efpecially if they appear in overt Adls 
of forcible Oppofition to it, are ranked a- 
mong the moft heinous Crimes, and which 
in Juftice and Wiidom defervc the fcvereft 
Punifliment* No wonder the Hebrew Go- 
vernment (hould take care to fecure its Au- 
thority in the fame manner all wife Govern- 
ments have ever done ; nor is it to be won- 
der'd at, that therefore there (hould be fe- 
vere Penalties in the Hebrew Laws for fuch 
Offences, or Examples in the Hebrew Hiftory 
of fevere Punifliments inflifted on fuch Of- 
fendcrs* 
jtrji,at Among the Hebrews the Majeftas Impe- 

High- rii^ the Authority of Government, was in 
S'tfe^'thefirft place to be confider'd in Jehovah 
brew G£>-himfclf as King oi Ijrael\ therefore what- 
memment. ^^^j. q^^j.^ ^^ amountcd to a Denial of his 
Right and Authority, as King of Ifrael^ 
whatever amounted to compaffing and en- 
deavouring to depofe him, was the highefl 
Sort of Treafon in that Government, as what is 
committed againil the Security of the King, is 
according to ourLaw,and what was attempted 

againft 
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^againil the Empefor, was according to the 
Mi>man Law, and what defervcd the fcvereft 
Punifhoient according to both. 

But the Authority qf Government is to 
be confidered next, in the Pcrfons to whom 
the Execution of the Laws and Jufticc is 
committed by the Cbnflitution. Thefe, in 
the Hebrew Government, were principally 
tl^ Judge, the national Senate, and the Con- 
gr^tion of all Ifrael. To oppofe then and 
rcfift their Authority, efpecially in the Exe- 
cution of their proper Offices, as the national 
States, to levy War againft them, was in their 
Gonftitution a greater Offence, than in ours 
to kill a Chancellor, Treafurer or Judge, in 
the Execution of their Office, as great as to 
levy War againft the King^ to hinder and op- 
pole the Execution of Juftice. 

One would think there is litde need to 
vindicate the Wifdom of Laws againft High- 
Treafon, or the Juftice of fevere Puniftiments 
for fo heinous Offences j yet fo it is, the 
JHif^^w Government is treated with uncom- 
mon Severity on this Account. Our moral 
Philoibpher tells us, that '* the Deciiion of 
** the Oracle, in the Cafe of the Levite^ 
^* was without the kaft Truth, natural Ho- 
** noqr, or common Jufticc. ■ That it 

** is evident here the Oracle was neither in-, 
fallible nor impeccable ; fb far from it,< 
that he encouraged and prompted the 
People to themoft bloody and cruel Out- 
** rage that had ever been knowij or heaid 

\ ^ " of i 
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^^ of; and an Injury done to a iingie' Levite 
*^ was thought fit to be rcvciiged by cutting 
" off an whote Tribe, Root and Branch, 
" without anyRegard^to natural JUfticCyOr the 

'* Icaft Bowels rf Mercy or Compailion.* 

^* That not lefa than three hundred thouiand 

*^ Lives or Souk were facrificed upon this 

Quarrel, relating to a Levite and his 

Whore*." — And finally, *«diat by adding 

one Wkkednefs to another, they finifhed 

the moft perfeft Piece of Nlalice, R^enge 

and Villany, in the Name of the Lordf*/* 

Wiiclh We have many Obje^flions more general, 

!JJ^/2r>^^^"™8 the Laws againft Idolaters,Divincrs, 

lat^, tfj*^ Witches, and fuch like Offenders, as unjuft 

tberefote ai^(j crucl, and even contrary to the natural 

^r^tfin in^^^^ ^^ Confcience : or, as one thinks fit 

tbi He to txprefs it, " deftroyingMeh on the Account 

""^2' " o^ Religion and Confcience %:' 

^'''^ • y/^ i^y^ f^j^ before, it becaitae the Wif- 

dom and Goodnefs of God to put a flop to 

Idolatry, and the great Mifchief s which were 

the common and natural Effects of it ; that- 

this was the great Defign of the Inditution 

of the Hebreu Government ; fo that to tole* 

rate Idolatry in this Government mud vk>late 

alt the Rules of common Senfe, as well as' 

the Maxims of political Wifdom, Now all 

manner of Witchcrafts^ Sorceries^ Divina^ 

tims^ or Pretences to cither of them, were 

an 

• Moral PMoC Vol. I. 2731 2S0. 
+ Ibid. 27S. 
X Ibid. 304* 
I 
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an open Profeffion and Practice of Idolatry. 
For they pretended to a Knowledge and a 
Power of doing things, above human, in 
virtue of fupernatural Powers received from 
the Idolsy with whom they were fuppofed to 
have an immediate and intimate Commerce, 
Now the very Profeffion of having received 
fuch fupernatural Powers from Idols, wa^ an 
overt Adl of Idolatry, that is, of High-Trea- 
forty in the Hebrew Government ; for whe- ^ 
ther fuch Declaration was really true or falfe 
in itfelf, ftill the Treafon was the fame ; foi* 
it openly denied Jehovah to be the one true 
God, as it aflerted the Power of Idols ; it 
was compaffing to depofe "Jehovah^ as King 
oi Ifrael, by aflerting the Authority of other 
Gods before him. No wonder then it was 
one of the Laws of the Hehreiv Govern- 
ment, ThoupaltnotfufferaPyitch to live. "^^^^^^ 
Forafmuch as all Witches, whether real or'^'^"' '^* 
pretended, did openly profefs and pradife 
.Idolatry. 1 think this fingle Obfervation fuf- 
ficient to juftify the Wifdom of thefe Laws 
againft a Practice o£ Idolatry, and which was 
£0 very likely to corrupt weak Minds, eager- 
ly fond of knowing Things to come, and 
the greater Part by i^r of every Nation in the 
World. Let others make good the Religion 
and Confcientre of Witchcraft. 

But as great Pains have been taken to mif- (j^r^f,/^]^ 
reprefent the Cafe of the Benjamite Rebel- Renjamice 
lion^ and to render the Oracle itfelf odious, ^'^«^^^<'«- 

S as 
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as encouraging and prompting the People to 
the moft bloody and cruel Outrage that had 
ever been known or heard of, let it he con- 
fidered a little more diftin<5llyi 

Let us take the true State of this Cafe from 
the Hebrew Hiftory itfelf, which is thus : 

Tud? xix ^^ ^^^^ ^^ P^fi ^^ ^^^fi Days^ when there 
1,2^3,4! was no King in Ifrael^ that there was a 
certain Levite fojourning on the Side of 
Mount Epbratniy who took to him a Concu- 
bine out of Bethlehem-Judah ; and bis Con- 
cubine played the Whore againft him^ and 
went away from him unto her Fatber*s 
Houfe in Bethlehem-Judah \ and her Huf- 
band arofe and went after berj to fpeak 
friendly to her^ and to bring her again \ 
and bis Fatber-in-LaWy the DamfePs Fa- 
ther^ retained himj and treated him kindly 
for feveral Days; (a that a full Reconcilia- 
tion was made between the Levite and his 
Concubine, or Wife, for fo it will prefently 
appear ftie really was. Returning home, 
they came to Gibeaby a City of Benjamin^ 
.where they met with lefs Hofpitality and 
Kindnefs than was ufual in thofe Times a*- 
mong Strangers, and than what might have 
been juftly expected from one Ifraelite to 
another. Nor did they expedl any other 
Kindnefs from the Men ofGibeaby than what 
was commonly fhewn to every Traveller, in 
a Country where there were no publick 
Iloufes of Entertainment. They brought 
their Provifion with them, and only wanted 



Digitized by 



Google 



of the Hebrews. t^^ 

a Lodging, that they might not be forced to 
remain all Night in the publick Streets of 
the City. At length they were received in- 
to the Houfe of one who was alfo of Mount 
Kpbraim^ but foon the Houfe was befet 
with a Defign to commit a moft villainous 
Outrage in Violation of all the Rights of Ju^ 
fticc and Humanity, as well as one of the 
moft abominable Grimes, the Sin againft 
Nature. They aftually proceeded fo far in 
their Wickednefs and Villany, as to abufe 
the Levite's Wife, in fuch manner that flic 
died in a few Hours. The Levite fb highly 
injured complains publickly of it ; and all 
who heard his Complaint, were fenfible of 
his Injury. Fi^r all who faw it^ fatd, there jvdg. rix. 
ttas no fuch Deed done nor feen^ from tbel^- 
Day that the Children of Ifrael came up out 
of the Land of Egypt unto this Day. They 
all efteemed it a Crime not fit to be paflcd 
ever in filence. 

Hereupon the Congregation of Ifrael was nx. i,a.|. 
gathered together /. . . . And the chief of 
all the People^ even of all the Triies of 
Ifrael^ prefented tbemfelves in the Affembly 
of the People 6f God. So that here was 
a Meeting of the General States, the Se- 
nate and People of Ifrael y and the high na- 
tional Court of the Hebrews. They exa- 
mine into the Fafts, and fend to the Tribe 
of Benjamin^ to learn what Anfwer they 
had to make for themfelves, or to deliver up 
the Criminals to Juftice ; hut the Children of^h H^ 
S z Benjamin 
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Benjamin would not hearken to their Voice 
— but gathered tbemfehes together out of 
the Cities unto Gibeah, to go out to Battle 
againft the Children of IfraeL Inftead of 
appearing in the Affembiy of Jfrael^ as one 
of the Tribes, or giving any SatisfaAion to 
the high national Court alTcmbled to enquire 
into this Affair, they refolved neither to 
make any Excufe, or give the States of Ifraet 
any Satisfadion, or to pay any Regard to 
the Authority of their Summons; but refolved 
to defend the Inhabitants of Gibeah right 
or wrong againft the national Authority and 
Juftice of all Ifrael^ the Senate and People 
being now affembled in foil Parliament. 
' . They carry their Point fo far, as to levy War, 

and march twenty- iiy thoufand Men to pro- 
tect the Offenders from publick Juftice. 
Thisrbrpught on x^at Civil War ^ which end- 
ed in the Ruin of the City oi Gibeah ^ and 
almoft in the Deftruftion of the Tribe of 
Benjamin: 

This is the plain Account of the whole 
Matter, as reported in the Hebrew Hiftory 
itfelf. A few obvious Reflexions will fet it 
in a true Light. 

It is really of no great Confequence in this 
Queftion, what \ht perfonal 2iV\d moral Cha- 
raders of this Levite and his Concubine 
either truly were or are fuppofed to be. If 
*^ he was a drunken Levite^ and if (he was 
*^ an Whore," as our Moral Philofophervery 
freely calls them both, it might have juftificd 

the 
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the Magiftrates oiGibeabj in punifhing them 
according to Law ; but fure it could be no 
Juftification for a riotous Mob to break open 
Houfes, to make an Attempt oi Sodomy^ and 
to commit Adultery, Rape and Murder. Is 
it not wonderful Morality ^ to excufe as far 
as poffible, fuch unheard-of Wickednefs, and 
endeavour, by moft uncharitable Infinuations, 
without the lead Foundation of Proof, to 
caft all the Blame upon a poor Levtte and 
his Wife ? For fo (he was, how free foever 
our moral Philofopher makes with her Cha- 
rafter, to call her fo often an Whore. Con- 
cubines, with the Hebrews y were lawful 
Wives, and differed from other Wives only 
in Dower or Jointure. " Certain it is,'' as 
Bifhop P^2/r/V/& obferves, ** fuch Pcrfons were 
" really Wives ; and it was Adultery in any 
'* other Perfon that lay with them, but they 
" who had married them." It has been 
obferved to this Purpofe by the moft emi- 
nent and fkilful Author, in the Under ftand- 
ing and Knowledge of the Hebrew Cuftoms 
and Laws, " That no private Perfon could 
** have a Concubine, but on two Conditions, 
" that fhe was an Hebrew^ and that he mar- 
" riedher*." 

In this Cafe, the Hi/tory itfelf plainly makes 

our Levite's Concubine his Wife ; for be is 

S 3 cxprefsly 

• Homo privatus autem pnmo non poteft Concubinam 
fiimere. nifi fit ancilla Hebraci, & deinde femper Defpon- 
fationem adhibere debet. Mui/n, HuLc, MtJac, c, 4. Qih% 
lax Rahbin, V. Conc.dnna. 
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jodg. XX. cxprcfsly called ber Hujband^ and her Father 
'* ^' is as cxprcfsly called his Father-in" Law. So 
that flic was his Wife properly and in the 
ftrifteft Scnfe, according to Law. * 
*• But it is not faid in the Hiftory itfclf, bis 

Concubine played the Whore againjl him. It 
is fo faid indeed in our Tranflation. It had 
been decent in a Moral Pbilofopher how- 
ever, to have feen how far the Tranflation 
of an Hebrew Word may be depended upon, 
before he made it the fole Foundation of fo 
heavy a Charge, " That it was plain from 
** the Story itfelf, that the Woman before 
" her Elopement had beeq a common 
" Whore*," Now any one, without any 
great Knowledge of the Hebrew Language^^ 
might have known at leaft, that it is not plain 
from the Story itfelf: for Bifhop P^/wyf, 
whom every £«^///Z^ Reader whopleafes,may 
confult, obferves, " There are thoie, who by 
" the Word T^^i^, which we ttznOztt played 
" the Wbore^ will have no more meant, but 
** that ihe was froward^ and conturaacioufiy 
" difobcdient ; fo that fhe could not endure 
•* his Company, but forfook him-j*/* So that 
according to thcfc, our Tranflators ihould not 
have rendered it {h^ilayed the Whore againjl 
him J but that fhe eloped from him, out of ill 
Humour : And the Perfons who are of this 
Opinion, are the mofreminentfor their Know- 
ledge of the Hebrew Language aad Hiftory, 

the 



• Moral Philof. I. 27^, 
f Pi7/r/Vi on the Place. 
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the Chaldee Paraphraft, the LXX or ancient 
Greek Tranflation, the eminent Hebrew Hi- 
ftorian JofepbuSy and the vulgar Latin. But 
enough ot a Circumftance, which would be 
of little Confequence to the Merits of the 
Caufe, if it was as certain and evident, as it 
is uncertain and groundlefs. 

Let us come to what is more material. 

As fer as it appears in the Hiftory, theffe 
was no Mif-behaviour, either in the Levite, 
or his fFife ; it is therefore unrighteous to 
charge them with any on mere Sufpicion, 
without any Proof. But many of the moft 
abominable Crimes are exprefsly charged on 
the Inhabitants oiGibeab^ their Attempt on 
Strangers and Travellers was an high Viola- 
tion of the Laws of Hojpitality and Huma- 
nity, and a riotous Breach of the Peace. It 
was moreover a Breach and Violation of the 
common Rights of all the Tribes, to a fafe 
Pafiage through the whole Country. It was 
not only an Injury to private Perfons, but 
to the Tribes of Judah and Ephraim^ to 
which the Levite^nd his Wife belonged ; ' 
and fo to all the Tribes, as it might be the 
Cafe of any of them. It quite miftakes the 
Cafe, or mifreprefents it, to make it only the 
Concern of a private Levite ; for Leoite^ or 
no Levite^ the Injury was die fame. Any 
Man oijudab^ Efhrainty or any other Tribe, 
could have no Security of travelling fafely 
any where, if fuch open Violence vras tamely 
fuflbred to go unpuniihed. It is true, neither 
S 4 '3^dah 
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Judah nor Ephraim could call the Inhabi- 
tants of Gibeab to an account by the Con- 
ftitution, as the Tribes were independent of 
each other, and no one Tribe had Jurifdic- 
tion over another ; but for that very Reafon 
this was a Caufe properly cognizable by the 
States General of IfraeU and that feems the 
true Reafon why the Congregation of all If- 
r^^/wasaflembled to enquire into it. The 
Crimes themfelves committed by the Inha- 
bitants of Gibeab were very great, and made 
capital by the Hebrew Laws. The Laws 
were in particular careful to prevent Murders, 
and to engage all Perfons to aflift in the Dif- 
covery and Punifhment of them, that it was 
in particular provided, that if any Perfon was 

Dcut. xxi.fcundjlain in a Field, and it be not known 

'•'• nvho hath (lain bim\ then the Elders, and 
Judges Jhall come forth and meafure unto 
the CitieSy which are round about the Slain. 
This. Care was required of the Elders and 
Judges of the Tribe, that the Elders of the 
City that is next the flain Man fhould bring 
an Heifer and flrike off his Neck, and fo- 
lemnly purge themfelves of having any hand 
in the Murder, or any Knowledge of it. 

iAfi^7'^Jnd all the Eld.^rs of that City that are 
next unto the flain Man fl^all wajh their 
Hands over the Heifer^ that is beheaded 
jn the Valley ; and fhall anfwer and fay\^ our 
Hands have not fbed this Bloody neither 
have our Eyes feen it^ be mercifuly 
J^ord^f unto thy People Ifrael^ whom thou'' 
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iafi redeemed^ and lay not innocent Blood un- 
to thy People of IfraeVs Charge ^ and the 
Blood jhall be forgiven them. That is, to 
ufethc Words of Bifliop P^/nVi, " The 
** Guilt (hall be removed from them, which 
** infome fort would have lain upon them, 
" if they had taken no notice of a Murder 
" committed fo near to their City; nor 
" made Inquifition after it, and exprefled 
•" their Abhorrence of it." The Laws, you 
. fee, made Provifion to purge a near City, 
and in afolemn nlanner by their Magiftrates, 
of any Knowledge of a Murder, in which 
they had no hand, and to which they were 
no ways privy, to preferve an Abhorrence 
of Murder, and a Care to prevent or deted: 
it. Now in this Cafe, there was a moft bar- 
^barouis Murder committed in the midft of a 
City, aggravated with many enormous Cir- 
cumftances, which the Magiftrates took no 
Care to prevent, nor did they make any In- 
quifition after it to punifh it. And the Ma- 
giftrates of the Province or Tribe aduallyjoin- 
cd themfelves with the Magiftrates of the Ci* 
ty^ in refufing to have it examined before the 
^nate and Peqple, the national Court of 
Jfrael; and adtually .levied War, and ap- 
peared in Arms, to oppofe the publick Ju*- 
ftice of the Hebrew Nation in full Parliament 
affembled. It is this View of the Cafe, 
which fhews it in its true Light, jill tbejad^xx. 
Children oflfrael were gathered together, and^* *• 
tb^ Chief of all the People, even of all the 

Tribes 
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7rihes of Ifrael, prefented tbemfehis iA the 
j^emUy of the People of God. " The 
« Word which we tranflate Chief/* fays BU 
fliop Patrick^ " is in the HebreWy the Cor- 
" ners ; which were the Strength and 9up- 
" port of the People, as the Corner-Stoncs 
** are of a Building, viz. the Heads of thcur 
** Tribes, Rulas of Thoufands, and Rulers 
** of Hundreds, Fifties and Tens*." That 
is, this Congregation met under its proper 
Officers, nottumultuoufly and diforderly, as 
a Mob 5 but led by the Princes of Tribes, 
and Heads of Families, which when national* 
ly aflembled, as we have ieen in the Confli- 
tution of the Hebrew Government, made the 
great Council or Parliament oilfrael. And 
it is to be obfervcd, there being then noKinr 
(or Judge) in Ifraely they had the whole 
national Authority, adting accc^ding to the 
Advice of the Oracle, lodged in themfelvts. 
To know then the true Reafon of this Civil 
War, which proved fo fatal to the Benja-^ 
mites, we ihould firft obfervc, that the Le- 
vife's Complaint of his Wife's Murder could 
|o no further, than to bring the Caufii be«- 
tore the Hebrew Parliament, when the Par- 
liament was met; all that followed, pro- 
ceeded on quite another foot The Q>ngrc- 
. gation examined into the Truth of the Faft, 
Then faid the Children of Ifrael, tell us, 
^^^^''^' how was this Wickednefs? Tell us, in the 
Original is plural, and muft mean more than 

one 

• Patrick on tie Plac^. 



Digitized by 



Google 



gf /if Heb REWS, 267 

onc^Perfbn, likely Ac Man of the Houfe 
where the Levife lodged 5 the Levife^s Ser- 
vant, and it may be fome others, confirmed 
the Levitts Evidence, by tcftifying them- 
fclves to the Truth of it. Hereupon the 
Tribes of Ifraet fent Men through all thejvAg. xx. 
Tribe of Benjamn^ f^^y '^hat Wicked-^ '*» *3- 
nefs is this that is done among fi you ^ Now 
therefore deliver us the Men^ the Children of 
Belial^ which are in Giheah^ that we may 
put them to Deatby and put away Evil from 
IfraeL Upon h eafy, fo reafonaWe, fo equi-> 
table Terms, might the Tribe of Benjamin 
have freed itfelf, from all Difhirbance and 
from all Danger 5 but the Children of Benja-i^. 
min would not hearken to the Voice of their 
Brethren the Children ofQiratl^ but the ChiU 
dren oj Benjamin gathered themfelves together 
out of the Cities unto Gibeahy to go out to Bat-' 
tie againjl the Children of Ifrael. So that 
now the Cafe was quite altered from thcr 
Murder of a private Perfon, by fbme Chil- 
dren of Belial in the City of Gibeahy to an 
open Rebellion of the whole City,, and of the 
whole Tribe of Benjamin ^ againfr the whole 
national Authority of Ifrael. They not on- 
ly refufe to give up the Mtlrdercrs to Juftice, 
but declare openly for their Protc^on, raife 
an Army, and march to fight the Children 
o£ Ifraely in Defence of them. This waa 
the true Reafen that began all Hoftilities, 
that th« whole Tribe ^ Benjamin made ^ 

themfelves 
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themfelves Accejfaries to all the Crimes the 
Children oi Belial in Gibeab had been guilty 
of. They made themfelves in particular 
guilty of the common Injury done to all 
the Tribes, of violating the Rights pf a fafe 
Paflage through each other's Dominions^ 
they made themfelves Principals in a Rebel- 
lion againft the Authority of the national 
Union, and were guilty of High-Treafbn in 
cpmpafling the Subverfion of the whole He- 
brew Government, by levying War againft 
the Children of Jjrael in fall Parliament 
affcmbled. Was this Quarrel with all Ben-- 
jamin^ " a private Quarrel relating to a Le- 
*' vite and^WAyhore?" Was this the real 
Quarrel of^the Ifraelites with all the Tribe, 
or was it levying War againft all Ifrael? 
And is the Punifhment of Rebels in Arms 
againft the Government, and adually fight- 
ing to deftroy it, tho' with the Severity of 
military Execution, " the moft bloody and 
*^ cruel Outrage that had ever been feen or 
** heard of?'' Let any Man but caft his Eyes 
into Hiftory, and he will foon find Examples 
enough to convince him of the contrary. 
. But there is one Tranfaftion relating to 
the Condud of this Aflembly of Ifrael^ 
which it may not be improper juft to take 
notice of in tliis Place. The Punifhment 
of the Benjamites, in a(5lual Arms againft 
the Governnienti may appear lefs hard than 
the Puniflimentof the Men oiJabe/h-Gilead. 

They 
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They did not appear upon the general Mu- j^ 
fter. On this account twelve thoufand Men 9. *" ™* 
are ordered to put them to military Execu- 
tion. They were not in adual Arms againft 
the Government, but they were evidently 
guilty of Defertion ; a capital Crime by 
the military Laws of all Nations, and a 
capital Crime of very heinous nature in the 
Hebrew Government. All Ifrael held thc'nr 
Inheritances, as we have feen before, by /»/- 
Utary Service ; this was the only Defence of 1 

the Nation and Government 5 to defert this 
Service muft greatly endanger the Safety and 
very Being of the Government itfelf. It was 
not only Difobedience to the Authority of 
the Hebrew Nation, and a Violation of the 
Conftitution, but a Difobedience of fuch 
nature, as if allowed, muft end in the De- 
ftrudtion of the Government : For everyone 
would foon have found out fome Pretence 
or other to excufe their own Attendance. 
Military Executions are indeed terrible things, 
but they are defign'd to ftrike Terror in fome 
Cafes, the only Means to preferve Obedience, 
and maintain Difcipline, to prevent yet more 
terrible Evils that may follow on a general 
Licence to Defertion. Suppofe a Tribe of 
J/rael had been invaded, and cut off by their 
Enemies, for want of the Affiftance of the 
other Tribes : Suppofe the whole Army and 
Strength of the Nation cut in Pieces; be- 
caufe weakened by the Defertion of many, 
who thought it fafer to ftay at home, and 

out 
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ont of harm's way, than to run any of the 
Ha2ardsofWar in Defence of their Coun- 
try, though to favc the Lives of Thoufands, 
and preferve the whole Nation from De- 
fbudion. 

It fliould alfo be obfcrved, that in the 
He^ of War, when Mens Spirits are greatly 
warmed by high Provocations, they are fome- 
times tempted to do fevere and cruel Things, 
which a cooler Tcnaper and more fedatc 
Judgment would have prevented ; thefe arc 
the Faults of Paffion^ not the Direftion of 
Laws^ and to far are to be accounted the 
Faults of Men, not of a Conftitution. I the 
rather take notice of this, as it gives a general 
Anfwo: to many of the Objedions ufiially 
made, to the Juftice, Wifdom and Goodnefs 
of the Hebrew Laws, as given by Mofes. 
When Men are faulty, how good focvcr their 
Charafters may be in other refpefe; let 
them bear their own Guilt, but let us be 
careful not to make the Laws guilty, for the 
Sake of any Man's Weakness or Paffions. 

The Importance of this Remark may ap- 
pear in the Cafe of the Be?tjamifes before 
us. Howjuft, how necefiary foevcr it was, 
' to punifli their Rebellion ; yet it may be al- 
lowed without any Reflexion, either on the 
Oracle, or the Hebrew Laws, that the Army 
of Ifrael might carry the Punifhment of the 
Benjamites too far, and with a Severity 
^at might exceed all Dircftions of the Law 
and Rules of Pradence j and which were by 

no 
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no means cither dircdled or warranted by the 
Oracle. So that when the People came to 
confider it more coolly after the Heat of 
AAion, the People repented them for Ben- Jud. xxi. 
jamin^ and even the Elders of the Congre- *s- 
gation coniulted how to reftore the Tribe 
again, that a Tribe might not be defiroyd^^* 
wt oflfrael. It is then very unfair in the 
Moral Philofipbery to afcribe all Aftions in 
this War to the Oracle, or to affert, " that 
•* the Oracle encouraged the People, and 
•* prompted them to the moft bloody and 
** cruel Outrage that had ever been feen or 
" heard of/' For which there is not the 
leaft Foundation of Truth. The Oracle 
really direded no more than this, that Ju* Judg. xx. 
dab^ according to ancient Cuftom,yZ>o»/rfjf^'^' 
upjirfi to Battle : And after the Ifraelites had 23, 2a. 
been beaten at firft by the Benjamites^ the 
Oracle direds the Continuance of the War; 
and at length the Oracle gives them a Pro- 
mife of Viftory, Now what Hoody, what 
cruel Outrages, are encouraged or prompted 
by any of thefe Oracles ? It feems they did 
not take Advice of the Oracle, as they ought 
to have done, but trufted too much to them- 
felves. The firft Queftion they alk, is. Which 
of u% (hall go upfirjl to the Battle againfi the 
Children ofIfrael\ not whether they fhould 
go to War at all. So they b^an with an 
irregular Step, which is the likely Rea- 
fon why they were at firft defeated by the 
Benjamifes^ that they might learn not to 

truft 
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truft in their Numbers and Strength, but in 
the Protedion of Jehovah. When they laft 
confuk the Oracle, whether they fhould con- 
tinue the War and leave it to God's Direc- 
tion ; they have an Anfwer, that God 
would deliver the Benjamites into their 
Hands. This is all the Concern the Oracle 
had in the whole Cafe ; whatever After-ufe 
was made of the Vid:ory, had no Dire<flion 
from the Oracle, fpr the Oracle was no ways 
confulted about it ; and therefore it is un- 
righteQus to impute it to the Oracle. Let 
every one then bear his own blame, and an- 
fwer for himfelf for any Wrong he has 
done ; what arifes either from the Corruption 
of theConftitution, or an undue Execution 
of Laws, are the perfonal Faults and Mif- 
demeanors of private Men ; but are not, by 
any Rules of Reafon, Juftice or Equity, 
chargeable on the Laws or Conftitution. 
How great Reproach foever it may be to 
thofe who execute good Laws ill, no fair 
Reafoner, no honeft Lover of Truth will 
infift upon it, as a juft Reproach either on 
the Laws or the Lawgiver^ 

Cafe of the The foregoing Account of the Benjamtte 
J^*^'^^ Rebellion might fufficiently ferve to fhew, 
^ • how the Principles of the Hebrew Govern- 
ment are applicable in like Cafes, and how 
they give a fatisfaftory Anfwer to like Ob- 
jedions, raifcd on fomc other Paflages of the 
Hebrew Hiftory ; but it may not be amifs to 

niake 
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iQgk^ thcw: Applk^tipn more eafy and plain, 
by ppnfidcring « few Inftances more, cfpc- 
c^Dy as Altempts baye been made to reflet 
i^m^^y on Bamt4 wd the Prophets, *^ as 
*' if they had UiflMn«d» divided and excited 
" tb«e People to Rebellion* )" and to thofc 
yeJigW^s Wars, ** by which both Kings and 
'^ Prqiph«ts w^re at jaft ext^minated, and 
*' ^be whole Nation p^fcaiy enflavcdf/' 
iJ^fys ifiQ how the foregoing Principles fhew - 
^ I^^jvi^ce of this Charge in two principal 
Jink^^ces, the one of Saffm^l^ in the Times 
of Saul^ the other of the Prophets in the Days 

9f^M 

# Sfuf^ E^cdition againft j4m«kt by Sa-^ 
n^l'% Pire^ion, aocording to the Command 
of Qp4> is reprefented as a Project of the 
PcG«)het to deftrpy the ^ing. ** It is evi- 
^* dent/' %sS our Author fo often mentioned, 
" that thifi was a Plot laid by th? Prophet 
*^ ^r the King's P^ftru^ion \ for if he had 
** fiotgivep^e Soldier? the Booty or PJun- 
." der of tt]^ conquered Cpun^y, the whole 

* ^ Ajmy would b^ve jcoutinied, and deiert^d i 
*^ iince this was what they had never beem 
^^ l^eaied Vfi all th^ir Wars, and then the 
'' King mu^ have fallen a Sacrifice to th« 
" di^PQiot^d aod inraged Soldiery, which 
^* was dool^ofs what the Prophet intcndr 
:** ed$." $9 our Author i Jet u$ fe« th* 
Trpthpf^hipQafe- 

. •MpralPhflpf. I. 3 LI. 

fid. 304. ^' 
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' Samuel carae to Saul^ and faid unto him/ 

I Samuel ^h^ Lord hath fetit me to anoint thee to be 

>v.i,fer. ^.^^ w^r his People, over Ifrael. Now 

therefore hearken thou unto the Voice of the 

Word of the Lord. Thus faith the Lord 

of HoflSy 1 remember that^nvhich j^alek 

did to lj?ael, how he laid wait for him in 

the Way when he came up from Egypt. 

Now go and fmite Amaleky and utterly de^ 

firoy all that they have^ andfpare tbm 

not % but Jlay both Man and Woman^ In* 

fant and Sucklingy Ox and Sheep, Camel 

and Afs. 

It appears In the Hebrew Hiftory, that 
when Jlmalek came out and fought with 
Exod.xvwJJ^^^^i that the Lord faid unto MofeSy Write 
i4> i5» ^6. this for a Memorial in a Book^ and rebearfe 
it in the Ears of Jojhua j for I will utterly 
put out the Remembrance of Analek from 
under Heaven. Accordingly Mofes built 
an Jltar^ or eredled a monumental Pil- 
lar, which was fometimes the Ufe of Al- 
tars, in Teftimony that the Lord will have 
War with Amalek from Generation toASene* 
ration. 

Amalek was the firft of the Nations, that 
made War with IJrael^ and as a firft and 
chief Enemy oi jfrael^ was fentcnced fi-om 
th* Times oi Mofes to be cut off. A Me- 
morial of^his Sentence is eredted by M0fes 
in his own Times, to preferve it m conftant 
•Memery, that the Hebrew Nation might 
never forget it> or be ever tempted to enter 

i|it0 
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into Alliances or Friendfliips with iti It was 
moreover one of the ftanding military Laws, 
with refpeft to the Cities of thofe People, 
which God gaVe them for their Inheritance^ 
Thou Jhalt fai)e alive nothing that breatbeth^ Deot.w, 
but thou Jhalt utterly deftroy them. This *^'* 7- 
was an original and Aanding Law of the 
Gonftitution, a Puftifhment fevcre irideed, 
but appointed for Perfons whofe Crimes de- 
ferved the fevereft Punifliments^ and who, 
as was fhewn before, were wifely made Ex- 
amples for the Warning of the whole Na- 
tion oi ifraels as well as the Neighbour Na- 
tions, to keep themfelves from fo provoking 
Abominations. 

The fame Reafons then, which juftify the 
Punifhment of the Canaaniies in general^ 
will juftify the particular Puniftiment of the 
Amalekites. It is plain in Hiftory ^ that this 
Sentence ^Lgdin&Amalek had not been execu- 
ted when Samuel dircfted Saul to take uport 
himfelf the Execution of it* The weak 
State of the Hebrews under their occafional 
Judges, and while they were opptefled by 
feyeral Neighbour Nations, may account for 
the Reafons why it had been deferred to 
long I but now the Power of the Nation 
was united in a King, Saul had gained great 
Advantages over the PhiliJiineSy and it was 
high time to improve thofe Advantages to a 
better Settlement of the Hebrew ^^t\on in 
the promifed Land, which Was of very great 
Injportance ta the Safety as well as the 
a z ] Profpetity 
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Profperlty of their Govertitnent. And what 
toiild be more advifcablc than to begin with 
jimalek t Was it unbecoming a Prophet to 
put Saul in mind of a folemn Law ^nd per-^ 
^ ' petual Edid of Jehovah^ to root 6ut y**te- 
lek ? Was it unbecoming Samaei ai ^ Goun-* 
felior, to advife Saul tq begin with in an- 
cient, dangerous and inveterate Enemy, Uie 
more dangerous as they were ready to attick 
the Hebrews behind, if ever thev (hould be 
put to defend themfelves againft any new 
Attempts of the PbtliftineSy a rich, powerful 
and formidable People, as SdUt^ notwith* 
{landing he S}ih]t6LiOTioit)MAmalekites^ fooa 
found v^ith the Lofs of his Life ? 

Where now is it evident in this Hiftory, 
that (as our Author obferves) this was a 
Plot laid by the Prophet for the King's De- 
Hmdion ? The Crimes of Amaleky the Sen- 
tence pronounced againft vfw^/if/S, the mo- 
numental Pillar to keep it in perpetual Re- 
membrance, were all as old as the Days 
of Mofes^ above three hundrtd Years before 
Samuel or Saul^ either the Prophet or the 
King v^ere born. But it miy be the Plot 
Mid not lie in this, that Saul was esrhofted 
to make War with Jmalek^ becaufe the Lord 
had faid, I will have War with Jmalek from 
' Generation to Generation, or till that evil 
^ Generation was rooted out. Samuel's Plot, 

J' *t fhould feem, rather lay in- this, that he 
iad ordered all the Spoil or Booty fhouW 
^ be deflroyed, and not given to the Army. 

For, 
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For, j&ys our Author, " if he {^^aul} had 
*' not given the Soldiers the Booty or Plun- 
" dw'of the conquered Country, the whole 
*' Army would have mutinied and deferted ; 
" fince thi? is whgt they h?Ld never been 
'^ denied in all their Wars, and then the 
" King muft have fallen a Sacrifice to the 
** diiappointed and enraged Soldiery, which 
" was Mubtlefs what the Prophet intended:" 
Amazing Confidence ! fo pofitive in aflfert- 
sog what is fo groundle&, i^nd fo falfe. 

What ! had the Army never been de- 
fied the Booty in all their Wars ? Who, that 
had ever read the Crime or Punifliment of 
^ban^ but would blufh at ailcrting what is 
&> evidently falfe, unlefs every thing muft 
be right with a Moral Philofopher, if it 
may fervc for Matter of Accufatiori againft 
g Prophet. 

At the Siege of Jericho ^ , the City was' 
put under an Anathema or Curfc, almoft 
m the fame Words as Samuel ufes concern- 
ing .^ii/f>&, and the Qity Jhall be accurfedjoi.wU';. 
it and 4// tb^t are therein^ to the Lord. 
This military Anathema or Curfe was the 
Hebrew Phrafe for military Execution ; the 
Effedfs of which are thus explained, jlnd 
they utterly dejiroyed all that was in the City, 
both Man and Woman^ young and old, and 
Qv^ and Sheep ^ and jifs, with the Edge 0} 
the Swor^. 



But 
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' But Acian committed a Trelpafs in the 
Jp[.rn.zi. accurfcd thing ; for he faw among the SpoiU 
fi goodly Batylonijh Garment and two hun- 
dred Shekels of Silver, and a Wedge of Gold 
pf fifty Shekels weight, and he coveted and 
took them : For this Crime he was con- 
demned to Death, all 1/raeI ftoned him with 
Stones, and his Memory was afterwards 
mentioned with Ignominy as the Troubler 
of JfraeL 

Was it then doubtlefi^ the Intention of 
Samuel to raife a Mutiny in the Army a- 
gainft Saul for denying the Spoils, which 
was what they had never been denied in all 
their Wars J dauhtlefs^ an old Prophet and 
Judge in Ifrael could nqt intend any ftech 
thing } for he could not, indeed hardly any 
one Ifraelite could be ignorant of the direft 
contrary, if only from t|ie exemplary Punifh- 
ment ofAchan. 

The Difobcdicnce of Saul in this Caffc, 
was really a very aggravated Fault. It was 
not only afliiming to himfelf a difpcnfing 
Power, but it was a dire<a Violation of the 
Original Laws qf J^^wtf;& ; which, we have 
already fcen, were facred and unalterable 
by the Conftitutiou. 

Now tp aflume and cxprcife a Power of 
difpenfing with and fufpending of Laws, 
was juftly underftood by our Lcgiflaturc, 
as a principal Evidence, that the • late King 
^a^es II. did endeavour ^o liibvert and ex? 
^ tirr- 
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tirpate the Laws* and Liberties of this King- * 
dom. This feir Keprefcntation of the Cafe, 
may (hew how unfairly the Condudl of the 
IVopfaet Samuel h refleded upon, not only 
without any Foundation of Truth, but even 
againft the plaineft Evidence of Truth to the 
contrary. 

• The Cafe of the Ptophcts in Jhab'^Ca/eo/the 
Tifaie, is foil out as plain. I ihall % no- ^^^^^^ ^ 
thing of the Character or Authority of thcl/Ahabf' 
Fro^ets, which, befides that the Confidera-* 
tioij of them is in an abler Hand-f-,. is not 
very material to the Queftion before me. 
I am only to fhew how the foregoing Prin- 
ciples of the Hebrew Civil Government will 
entirely remove all thofe Objeftions a- 
rifing from this Part of the Hebrew Hiftory, 
fo far as the Revelation of Mofes can be con- 
cerned in it. For it is to be obferved, 
that no Man's private Behaviour, tho' bred 
in the Schools of the Prophets, can be any 
juft Refledtion, cither on thofe Schools, or 
their Inftitutions ; leaft of all, on the Original 
Laws and Conftitutions of Mofes. Who was 
ever fo unreafonable, as to make the private 
Mifbehaviour of Perfons bred in any Univer- 
lities, whether Fellows of Colleges, or Heads 
of Houfes, a Reflcdtion on Nurferies of 
Learning ? Who ever inferred from thence 
that Precepts of Virtue were not taught in 
T 4 thcm^ 

* Stat; J. Wm, and Mary, Scf. ii. c. j. 
t Lehnd, 
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them, becau&fbme of their Scholars pro vodi 
vicious, notveithilanding their Eduirationr. 

If then four hund^ Prophets, or fbiir 
times is many Perfohs, ediacated or Ihriftgiti 
the Colleges of Prophets^ ihould think tt for 
their Intdreft to court King J&ah and C^Aeem 
Jezabel^ and prophefy fmooth Things, fodi, 
as (hould pleafe them, however falfe j what 
is this to Mofn ami his Rdvtlatioid, t6 Che 
Charader and AudioHty of true and fajlhful 
Prophets? Mic4ah^ ^ trae Prophet calk 
thele four hundred ^itoi's Prophets, not^ 
1 King^ Lord'is. Now tbenfore fie Lord biitbfttt 
**" *5- a lying Spirit in the Motttb of dti th^e 
thy Prophets^ and the Lord bath f^o^xA 
Evil concerning tbee. Thcfc CoutC Ptt>- 
phetfi, who gave tbemfelvesupto a Sflirftof 
l^alifhood to pleafe tibe King, arb yet by oiir 
Author Jhrcwdly fuppofed " to nave cdri- 
** fpired together to fend King^^ up to 
<' Ramotb CriUad^ that he niight there hSk 
" in Battle ; which took emd, and the 
*' King was flarn, though they had all affiirjbl 
'' him in the Name of die Lord, that hb 
•* ihould gain the Vidory and ivtom in 
'* Pcace*.'^ Trae, all ,4^**'s own Prophets 
had given him fuch Afliirance ; but Imck^ 
jaby the true Prophet of the LocH^ had af- 
47. iured him of the contrary 5 for which H:c(fc- 
dom the King conmiitted him tb Brifoh, and 
ordered him to be ied with the Bread ttxA 
Water of Afflidion. Tou fee thus plainly, 

neither 

♦ Moral Philof.i. 315. 
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ndChcr the tn» Ptopt4tt of the Lord, ik^ 
an|r .ofi&e hvm tr Coeoftkiitions it^the Mo- 
fikaiVLwt^on^ we th^ l<teft col^ern^ ht 
f^ XiSi tiAhah, You fee Either boW 
grcn^Adlttls it is to ch«fgi£ even theie CdtutT 
Flrophais m^kh a Confpiracy tt> fend thk King: 
to War, that he might^l b Batti«> Tha 
Hiftoiy iBews how niu^h ^ihdh Ibved to bfe 
doeelif^ ; Hf he6 it ifras frq)Qred . td ^oofiilt 

not p^a^^ Garni cmfiming tiie^ kut £wV^Ln!"£ 
biit ;i4ft<s^'i Prophets w«»e timch better Cour^- 
tscrs^ thby oio^oiilfat fdeafin^ hkn $ and 
^hal •' Aflf antage could theie Fr(^hels baV'e, 
b]r'aC«ii|iintqr ^atnft .x^fc^'s Life? Thej 
in%ht hofte fentethiog ;frcMai ]^ Wvfoat 
wi^ehe Uved^ but had tidtlo«x^, if by 
his Peerdi tiie Credit c^f the tine Prophets of 
UiB Lodd flukild be revived. But M) retufH 
fiximdie MiT^ciM^idofdie ^UeProj^bets 
to theConduA ^f the true. 

Our Aulhdr obfcrfte, ** Bt|jerijmee by 
« .thkidme had emced, thit it' was 'mt* 
** poffibie for the t€^ Pow^ ^d prti{^e» 
** tide Office to fiibiift toget^tr, imd there^ , 
. *' fore Akii hoped tb haVte putlafi End td 
*' this heoly Order^ and thefdfc^ hate tcot off 
*' th^Okxafion of tCtiy Morerdigious Wat^ 
*^ . . . . . He x^Gc^mt feems to have 
*' fomled a De%n, and . iiid a Sditeme, if 
"* poffible, to root them out, and to eftar 
** oliih fbme other Religion more friendly 
** and bene£k»nt to Mankind ; iand that 
I !* iMight 
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'^ mightnotobftruct his Alliances with other 
•* Nations*." So our Author reprefents die 
Idolatry of jihab m comparifon with the 
Worihip of the true Godi, as the eftablifhed 
Religion of the Hebrew Nation. Abab had 
married Jezabel^ Daughter of the King of 
Zidon^ an Idokter : " She wa§ a Woman 
** of great Policy and Q)ntrivance, by whom 
*^ he might execute his Defigns ^thout 
^^ feeming to be dire€dy engaged in it. him* 
" felf. * She laid a Scheme for theDcftruc- 
" tion of the Lord's Prophets, and for which 
^ * (as:oiir Author tells us) ihe feemed to have 
" had fome Appearance of natural Jdftia/^ 
The -Prophets it feems were againft a Tole- 
ration of Idolatry, or a Sufpenfion of the 
Laws.againft Idolaters in the Hebrew Go- 
vernment^ by King ^i^^jri's Prerogative ; but 
Q^n y^irfJif/ thought this Zeal of the Pro- 
phets ** ccMitrary to the Law of Nature and 
^* Nations; and therefore . fhe laid a De- 
*• fign for the T3eftrua:bn and Extermina- 
tion of thefe Prophets, as Enemies not 
only to their own Country, but to the 
common , Peace and Tranquility, of the 
** World-f*/* And, does our. Author think 
lb too ? Would he have his Readers think 
thus with Queen ^ezabel^ and juftify her 
Defign for theDeftrudlion and Extermination 
of the Prophets for thefe Reafons. Let the 

fqre-^ 
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* Moral Phaof. I. 312. 
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foregoing Principles of the Hebrew .Govern-' 
merit determine the Cafe. 

' We have feen the Juftice, Wifdom and . 
Goodnefs of putting a ftop to Idolatry, by 
Ae JHlf^r^w Conftitution that Idola- 
try was High- Treafon in the Hebrew Go^ 
vernment that the Prohibition of Mar- 
riage with Idolaters being one of the Qrigi-- 
nal Laws oi Jehovah y was unalterable, and 
not to be <lifpens'd with, by any Power or 

Authority in that Government. That 

a Toleration of Idolatry in that Govo-n- 
ment was fubverfive of the chief Defign 
and principal End of the Conftitution, irre- 
concileable to common Senfc, as well as to 
political Wifdom. ■ ■ That it was a 

Breach of the Covenant of Jehovaby or of 
the Original Contraft between Jehovah 2n8L 
the Nation, and of the Oath of Allegiance 
to Jehavahj by which all Perfons were bound 
from the lowefl of the People to the highefb 
Magiftrate. 

What fort of Perfons then muft the Pro- 
phets have been, if they could liave fallen 
in with King jihab's Defign, to aboliih the 
Worfhip of the one true God, in order to^ 
introduce Idolatry as a more friendly Reli- 
gion, and more beneficent to Mankind? 
If they could have thought with Queen 
Jezabely that the Punifhment of Idolatry, 
according to the Laws of the Hebrew Go- 
vernment, was contrary to the Law of Na- 



ture and Nations^ what honefl Man in 
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all Ifraeh Prophet or no I¥oplj«t, b^t, 
would have endeavoured, a$ |ar ai6 he l^w^ 
fally might, to prevent the i>tt^ Suhvcr- 
fion of the R^igion, l^ws and Cofiftitix^; 
dons of his Country, on which h)s own l^ 
bcrtie$, Property and Ha{^inef$ d|d depend. 
For the fame Power that deftroyed the Cpp- 
ftitatbn, might dcftroy every Man*s Rights^ 
and Properties, wbidii were only to he fiip* 
ported by it. Nahtb'^ Right to hia Vine-, 
yard would be brought to depend on the 
King's Wiil^ as misch as the laws agginft 
IdoS&try. 

The Wifdom of c»r Governrnent hw de- 
dtrcd it ineonfiftent with the Safety aqd 
Wel&re of this Proteftant King^pm, to \m 
governed by a Popiih Prince, w l^ any 
King cr Q^tn marrying a Papist i ^d there*- 
fare h is cnafl»d*, thet every fnch Peribn 
ihall be excluded, and be i^ ever Inoapable 
to inherit, poiTefs or enjoy the Crown and 

Government of this Realm. And in all 

and every fuch Q^ or C^es, the Peof^ of 
tinefe Realms ihidl be, and are hereby ab-» 
&hed of tfaejr Allegbfioe. 

If C^cn Jezahl woijld have thought 
dide Methods of Prefdrvation 9gaiaft the 
Danger of Popery contrary to the La\ys of 
Nature and Nations, I hope no honeft 
Engti/bman, who has foen in E^p^ience, 
that' Popery is incongAent with the Safe^ 
and Welfare of this ProteOant Kingdom^ 

• 10^. &M.Scf.ii. C.2. 
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Imt will 6Vrtk it to be a Mrife atid nect&xy 
l^orifiohy to pteferve hk Rcli^on, Liberty 
and IVopedy, and endeavour to prevent tfale 
teaft Breach in ^is Security to our Happinefs 
from the pre&nt ft'oteftantSocceffion. Whe^ 
dier Idolatry was not as incrnififteot with the 
Safety and Wel&re of the Heirev) Govern* 
i&snt, let every Man judge? 

I fliaU bat juft take notice of one Obfer^ 
vatioQ more of our Authcnr's, in \km Charge 
agaioft the Prophets : " That every Kii^ 
*"* and Royal Family, who could not come 
*^ into thefe Meaibres, were marked out for 
«" Deftrudtion; and die moft formidable 
and bloody Rebellions rai&d againft them 
for encouraging and ^ipporting Idda* 
try *" This Charge of Rebdlion a- 
gainft Kings and Royal Families founds 
great, and may perhaps lead unthinking 
•Pteople to imagine fome divine hereditary 
Right of Succemon in thefe Kings and Royal 
Familks; and that it muft be an heavy 
Aggravation of Rebellion in the Prophets^ 
to oppofe the Exercile of the Royal Prero- 
gative for tihe Eft^bliihment of Iddartry. 
But pray obferve who thefe Kings and Royal 
Families were ; jihab was the Son oiOmri^ 
^ general Officer, who came to be King by 
flaying Zimri^ who had confpired againft 
EUahlds King, and killed him. Elah was 
the Son and Succefibr of Baajha, who be- 
gan Jiis Royal Family by conTpiriog agaioft, 

and 

* MoralPhilof.I. 303, 
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and flaying Nadab die Son of yeroboam ; 
and this Jeroboam^ the Founder of his Royal 
Fafaiily, obtained his Crown by a Revolt 
from the Kingdom and Family of David. 
You fee, here are three Royal Families of 
Omri^ Baajha and Jeroboam^ all of them 
founded in lefs than fifty Years ; all of them 
founded by Subje(5):s either confpiring againft 
their Kings^ and flaying them, or revolting 
from them. In which of thefe Royal Fa- 
milies was the divine Right of hereditary 
Succcflion ? If in none of them, what will 
all this Outcry of formidable and bloody Re- 
bellions againft every King and Royal Fami- 
ly amount to ? In a Word, it was by the jHir- 
breijo Government an eflfential Limitation of 
the Power and Prerogative of every Magi- 
ftracy whatever, of the Congregation of all 
Ifrael, of the national Senate, of the Judge, 
and of the King, whether feparately or joint- 
ly, that their Power did not extend to re- 
peal the Laws againft Idolatry, or to difpenfe 
with the Execution of them : For it was a 
Breach of the firft Covenant, or original 
Contract between Jehovah and the Hebrew 
Nation, which required they fliould have no 
other Gods before him. It could not there- 
fore poflibly be Rebellion, tooppofe all At- 
tempts againflithe Laws, Rights and Liber- 
ties of the Nation. It would have been Re- 
bellion againft the Government, not to have 
endeavoured to fupport and maintain it, a- 
I gainft 
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gainft all &kdi Attempts' of an unlawful Pre* 
rogative. 

Upon the whole, considering the true De- 
fign of the Hebrew Government, the feveral 
Parts of it will, I hope, appear wife and well 
chofen to anfwer the Ends propofed by them. 
And as the Defign of erecting a Govern- 
ment to put a flop to Idolatry, and to pre- 
ferve in it the Knowledge and Worfhip of 
the one trae God, the beft Principles of Vir- 
Uie, of private and publick Happineis, ap- 
pears a kind and good Defign, as well as 
agreeable to Juflice : It will j^ove an un- 
anfwerable Defence of that Part of Revela- 
tion, and fhew from the Conflitution of the 
Government itfelf, how weak, how ground- 
lefs, how falfe the ufual Objections againfl 
it really arc. 
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Some Parts of thatGovERNMBNT are further 
explained and vindicated. 

AND 

Some more un&ir and fidfe Reprefenfations of 
it by the Moral Phiiofopher are detected. 

By MOSES LOWMAN/ 
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APPENDIX 

T O A 

DISSERTATION 

O N T H E 

Civil Government 

OF TH E 

H E B R E fr S. 

THE Author of the Moral Philofo- 
phcr has been pleafed, in his third 
Volume, to take Notice of a Difler- 
tation on the Civil Government of the flif- 
hrews^ principally with relation to fome Ob- 
fcrvations which were made on the very ex- 
traordinary Account given by the M, P. of 
the Levi tical Revenues. Our Author pafles 
over in Silence the Defign oi the Hebrew Go- 
vernment to preferve the Knowledge and the 
Worfhip of the one true God from Ae fpread- 
in|, and almoft univerfal Corruption of the 
World by Idolatry, to put fome Stop to the 
many barbarous, immoral and inhuman Rites, 
to theenormpus Ads of Vice and Wickednefs 
which were encouraged by the very Idols 
U 2 them* 
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thcmfelvcs, which were worftiippcd as Gods, 
and which fhcw'd the Punifhment of the Gz- 
ndaniies as an Example to other Idolaters, 
and as a Caution to the Hebrews^ a Defign, 
worthy the Goodnefs, as well as the Wif- 
dom of God, and no ways inconfiftent with 
the Jtifticc of God, as the Moral Philofopher 
would reprefcnt it. He is as iilent to what 
was offered with refpedt to the Cafes of the 
Benjamite Rebellion, Saul'^ War with the ^- 
malekites^ and the Behaviour of the Propheft 
to the idolatrous King Jhab : He had loaded 
all thcfe with all manner of Reproach, with 
the keenefl Refledtions on the Prophets, on 
H b r ' S^^^^h ^^d on the Oracle itfelf. The Pro- 
27^." ' "phets, were reprefented as having inflamed, 
divided and excited the People to Rebellion,^ 
and to thofe religious Wars, by which both 
Kings and Prophets were at lafl exterminated, 
and the whole Nation perfedtly enflaved. He 
had reprefented the Expedition of iS^^/z/againft 
Amalek by SamueV^ Advice, as a Plot laid by 
ib. 255, the Prophet for the King's Dcftruftion; and 
that in the Benjamite Rebellion, the Oracle ^ 
had encouraged the People, to the moft bloody 
and cruel Outrage, that had ever been known 
or heard of, that an Injury done to a fingle 
Levite^ was thought fit to be revenged by cut- 
ting off a whole Tribe, Root and Branch, 
without any Regard to natural Juftice, or the 
leaft Bowels of Mercy or Compaffion. He 
had every where aflerted, that the Hebrew 
Conftitution was contrived partially, to favour 

the 
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the particular Interefts of the Levites, and to '*' 
draw the Power and Wealth of the Nat^ 
into their Hands, >. ''* 

The Diflertation on the Civil Government 
of the Hebren^s^ propofed to (hew, from the 
Laws of the Conftitution itfelf, that thefe 
Reflexions were without any Foundation of 
Reafon, contrary tohiftorical Truth of Fads, 
inconfiftent with the Defign and Frame of 
the Hebrew Government, and to the feveral 
Parts of the Conftitution, 

For it appeared, from the whole Plan of 
the Government, that its Balance was fo well 
fixed, that no one Part had Power to over- 
bear the reft, in particular that the Confti- 
tution had taken effedtual Care it could not 
be in the Power of the Levites. ib.c.riii. 

It appeared, from the Conftitution, that 
the J5^«/^z;w/V^j were puniftied for levying War 
againft the Government, and whole Hebrew 
Nation ; fo that it was an heinous A<ft of 
High-Trcafon, and not a private Injury, that 
they were punifhed for. It appeared that 
the Expedition of S'tftt/ againft Jm4kk by Sa* 
muePs Advice, was not, could not be a Plot 
laid by the Prophet for the King's Deftruftion j 
the Crimes oiAmalek, the Sentence againft 
Amalek^ the Monument to keep them in Re- 
membrance, were fotne hundred of Years 
older than either Samuel or Saul\ and the 
Difobedience of Saul in this Adlian, was a 
very aggravated Fault, in afTuming a difpcn- 
ling Power, in direft Violatipn of the Con- 
U^ ftitution* 
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ftitution. Our Author had allowed, that 
Abab had formed a Defign, if poffible, to 
root out the Prophets, and to eftablifh fome 
tJthcr Religion more friendly and beneficent 
to Mankind ; or that Abab intended at leaft 
to difpenfe with the Laws againft Idolatry, if 
not to eftablilh Idolatry as the national Reli- 
U). 287. gion. Such Attempts, it was obferved, would 
have been a manifeft Breach of the original 
Contradt between Jehovah and the Nation, 
by which the higheftMagiftrates were bound, 
as well as the loweft of the People. Every 
honeft Man therefore in Ifrael^ Prophet, or 
no Prophet, was concerned to prevent, as 
fer as he lawfully might, an utter Subverfion 
of the Religion, Laws, and Conftitution of 
his Country, on which his own Liberty, 
Property, and Happinefs muft depend. It 
was highly unreafonable and unjuft to charge 
Endeavours for prefefving the Conftitution a- 
gainft an unlawful difpenfing Power, as for- 
midable and bloody Rebellions raifed againft 
every King and Royal Family, without tak- 
ing any Notice at all that Idolatry was abfe- 
lutely inconfiftent with the Safety, Welfare, 
. and whole Conftitution of the Hebrew Go- 
vernment And every one, who fhould have 
.given, any Countenance to fuch Attempts, 
nwft have been guilty of a traiterous At- 
tempt to depofe Jehovah^ and of High-Tr«i- 
fon againft him, as the fupremc Civil Go- 
vernor of ^^^7. 

A . . . 

Ac- 
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According to the Rules of Reafoning, the 
M. P. havihg faid nothing in anfwerto thefc 
Fads, the Reader is allowed to conclude ftill, 
that filch Objeiftions as thefe againft the Con- 
ftitutions ofMofes^ only fhew either an utter 
Ignorance of the Hebrew Government, or Heb.Gor: 
fuch good Will to cenfiffe ^nd condemn it, ♦• 
as dares firft falfify its Conftitutions, in order 
afterwards to ceniiirc them, as criminal or 
ridiculous. Fafts are ftubborn things, and 
will not yield either to Strength of Imagina- 
tion, or to the Arts of Mifreprefentation ; Co 
that all our Author's Rejifonings, as they are 
iiniupported by the Hiftory or Laws of the 
Hebrew Nation, and are contrary to both, 
inuft be fallacious, for one plain Reafon, be- 
caufe they conclude againft Fads. 

The M. P, has indeed made one Obferva- Mor.Pha. 
tion, that \ go all along on the common v.iii.3S9- 
Suppofition, that the Hebrew Government 
was a Theocracy, and of immediate Divine 
Inftitirtion, in which God himfelf condef- 
cended to be their King and Civil Sovereign* 
*^ This, with many others, who had gone Prrf. vii, 
*^ before me, he fays, I have taken up for 
^* granted, and argued from it without Proof. 
*^ Jam faid to aUume, as others had done 
** before me, the Theocratic Conftitution of 
" Mojti as a Poftulatum^ that he cannot fee 
^* I hare offered any thing in Proof of it, 

hut the Authority of Mofes himfelf, which 

is the very Thing, he feys, in difpute. 
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I can hardly tell how to believe, our Au« 
thor really thinks, that what he calls the ve- 
ry Thing in difpute, is a Thing at all indit- 
'pute between him and me. The real Quc- 
Aion, in which alone lam concerned, is this. 
What was the Hebrew Conftitution and Go- 
verfiment, as it appears in the Hillory and 
Laws of the Hebrew Nation ? What was the 
Government Afoy^i*eftablifh'd, and the Peo- 
ple received from him in the Name oijeho^ 
yah ? Now, what can prove this fo well, as 
the Records of the Hiftory and Laws of that 
Nation themfelves ? The only Qucftion be- 
fore me, being a Queftion of Fadl, what the 
Hebrew Conjflitutipn was according to Law? 
I had no Queftion at all concerning the Au«* 
thority of Afo/^'i, whether it was Divine cxr 
Human, of divine Original, or according to 
our Author, a facrcd Impofture ? For my 
Queftion was not, by what Authority Mofes 
gave his Law, but what that Law was, 
which he publifhed in the Name Jebovab to 
Ijraelt 
tiz. Now the Laws of the Hebrew Govern- 
ment, as delivered by Mofes^ were ntunifeftly 
on the Plan of a Theocracy : Jebovab was pro- 
pofed to the Hebrew Nation as their Civil So- 
vereign by Mofes^ and received and acknow- 
ledged asfuch by the unanimous Confent and 
Vote of the whole Nation. D^^therefort 
I Chron. juftly calls the Hebrew Government, the 
$• Threneof tie Kingdom of Jehovah over IfraeL 
This I had proved from the Hiftory and Laws 

of 
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of the Heiren&Sy as they are on Record in 
their own moft ancient Writings. And is 
npt this the beft, indeed the only Proof of 
what the Hebrew Government was, in its o- 
riginal Conftitution ? If I had offered any 
other Proof, it had been impertinent, be- 
caufe npthing to the Argument; for every Go- 
vernment really isjuft what it is, and cannot 
be any other than what it is, whatever Ori- 
jginal it may have. The Laws, for Inftance, 
.ofNuma^ are juft what he gave the Uow^«i, 
let the Motives he ufed to enforce their Au* 
thority be real or pretended. 

I had proved, that the Hiftory and Laws 
of the ff^^r^w Government manifeftly fhewcd 
a Theocracy, and that the Hebrews did adlu- 
fllly receive and own Jehovab for their civil 
Sovereign. Does the M. P. difpute this with 
me? Here his own Words: ** The Angel 3i4.> 
" Jehovah^ he fays, had never been known 
** under that Name till the Time of Mofes ; 
*' for tho' the J&une Angel had often appear- 
^' ed, walked up and down and converfed 
** with Men bqbre, yet he had never till 
^' now taken the Name oi Jehovah^ which 
'* was peculiar to the Supreme Being ; but 
.** Mofes now firA deify'd this Angel, becaufe 
^^ he muA have g local, ttftelar^ oracular God, 
** and could not have governed the World 
" without it.'* Atod again, " The IfraeliteSy 
•* from the Day* of Mofes^ believed t^eir na- 
" tional, tutelar God to be Jehovah^ or the 
*• Supreme God/' In this Account of our,_ 
2 M.^-^* 
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M, P. with all its Miftakes arid CcNitradiAioffc 
in other Ruticulars, it appears he allows that 
Afo/^j taught, and the Ifraelites from the 
Days of M^fes believed, their national, tute- 
lar God to be Jeb^ab, or the Supreme God, 
4xr that it was the Supreme God, who they 
believed brought ihcm out of Egypf, gave 
them their Laws, Civil and Political, as well 
as Moral, and often directed them by his 
Oracle; fo that, according to our AuthcM", 
the Ifraelites believed Jehwab was the Per^ 
fon who a6:ed (o many Ways as their Civil 
Sovereign. Thus fer die M. P. feems to 
have no Diipute with me at all. 

I have been fb particular to iet the true 
State oftheQueftion before the Reader, th« 
he may not be mrfled from the real Queftioil 
to one of a quite diif&rent Nature, and be d^ 
ccived by what our Author fiiggefts, that I 
have taken for granted, what I ought to have 
proved in my Argument: He will fee I 
have fully prov'd all that I wa^ to prove, that 
the Hiftory and Laws of the Meirtws OKike 
their Government a Theocracy ^ and he will 
iurther fee, 1 hope, that another Queilion 
which our Author has endeavoured to fbuffle 
into the Room of it, is nothing to the Pur- 
pofe of my Argument, and which I had no 
Concern to prove at all. 

With oor Author's good Leave, the very 
Thing in Difpute betweeii himand me, was. 
Whether the Mfffaical Conftitutions, or the 
Government and Laws of the Renews were 

in 
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in thcmfelves unwife, unequal, unjuft, ty- 
rannical and cruel ? Whether they were a 
Refinement on the Superftition of Egypt t 
And to fuppofe or affirm any of them of the 
true God, muft be equally abfurd and blaf- 
phemous. This was the Qaeftion on which 
I join'd Iffue with our Author, by denying 
the Charge, and endeavouring to ftiew, by a 
fair Reprefentationof the Mofaical Conftitu- 
tions and Laws, that they were wife, juft 
and good in themfelves, formed on a good 
Defign, and on a wife Plan : This is really 
the only Dispute between us ; and the Reader 
will obferve, if the Moral Philoibphw had 
proved never fo clearly that the Hebrew Con^i- 
ftitution had no other Foundation than hu- 
miEOi Polity, it would not hav« proved what 
ke was to have proved, to make good his 
own Charge, that the laws themfelves were 
finWife, unjuil, tyrannical and cruel, for 
that was the Charge our Author had exhi- 
bited againft them* 

Let it then be obferved, tho' I have only 
proved the Theocracy from dift ancient Hi-* 
ftory and Lavs^s of the Hehrew^y which the 
M,P. calls taking it as a Ptiftuktum^ there is 
nothing at all wanting to my Argument: 
For tho' I left the Proof of the divine Au- 
thority of Mofes as a Lawgiver, to that Evi- 
dence whic^ his been fo fuUy and fo uDan« 
fwerably given by others, (fill the Faft » 
plain, Mofes taught, and the Hebrews be^ 
Kcved, a Thcocracv : this our Author him-^ 
■i " . felf 
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felf allows, and was all my Argument want* 
cd, which was, from this Defign and gene- 
ral Plan of the Hebrew Government, to fhew 
the Wifdom and Equity of the particular 
Laws of that Conflitution. 

I muft therefore take leave to think my- 
fclf no ways accountable to give any Anfwer 
at all to his Romance, concerning the firfl 
Rife and Original of the Hebrew Theocracy, 
which is juft fuch another Conceit as that 
the Jfraelites^ while in Egypt, had been much 
amaz*d and furpriz*d with the infallible De- 
clarations and Etecifions of Jupiter Hammon^ 
when our Author now owns himfelf, that 
the Pradlice of deifying Heroes and Great 
Men did not begin till Solomon's 'Time, when 
Sefac^ or Sefojiris, built a Temple to his Fa- 
ll P. Hi '^^ ^mmon^ whofe Daughter Solomon had 
to2. taken for his Queen ; that is, Ammon was 
born fbme Hundreds of Years aitcr Mofes had 
led the Children of IJrael out of Egypt. 

Yet that the Reacier may not be induced 
to give Credit to this Romance, from the Air 
of Truth and Hiftory with which it is deli- 
vered, I (hall give Tiim a Specimen, to (hew 
how groundlefs thofe Fads arc which he al- 
ledges in Support of it, and that the Princi- 
pal of them are contrisiry to the Truth of 
Hiftory and Chronology. According to our 
Author, " Mofes only form'd and eftabliih'd 
" an independent Government and King- 
" dom of his own, upon the very fame Plan 
" of Priefthood which Jofeph had fctded 
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in Egypt above two hundred Years be- 
fore.*' So that our Author in giving his 
Account of the Rife and Original of the 
Theocracy, very freely takes two Things for 
granted ; the one, that "JofephhsA fettled in 
Egypt zn independent Government and King- 
dom in the Priefthood ; the other, that Mofes 
formed and eftablifh'd his own Government 
and Kingdom, upon the fame Plan of Prieft- 
hood which yofepb had fettled in Egypt a- 
bove two hundred Years before : Both thefe, 
on Exanaination, will appear not only to bo 
groundlefs, but contrary to Truth. 

^ y^f^P^ {^^^ Author iays) had obtained 
" a Decree or Ordinance from Pharaoh^ 
** which made the Church Lands unaljiena- 
" ble, and irrefumable by the Cfown, by 
" which Means the Priefthood in E^pt be-- 
" came hereditary, and independent of the 
" Crown.'* In what Hiftory, in what Re-M. P. ffi. 
cord did our Author find this Decree or Or-*^- • 
dinance of Pharaoh's ? Has our Author Au- 
thority to make what Hiftory he pleafes, and 
impofe it on the World without any Voucher 
at all? Our Author, indeed, mentions one 
Text of Scripture^ which he thus mifrepre- 
fents to his Reader, " The Prieft's Landsib. p.21. 
** were not feized or taken too, iecaufe they^?^^^^^' 
" were not Pharaoh* j, v. 26.'* * 

I think it would be right, i£ Authors, 
when they quote Texts, efpecially when they 
ufe them as Proofs and Arguments, would 
firft read them : I have read this Text over 
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and over agam, and can neither find the 
Words our Author quotes, nor the Senfe he 
would impofe upon it : Let the Reader fee 
whether he can find either : The Words of 
the Text are thefe: jind Jofeph made a Law 
wer the Land of Egypt unto thU Day^ that 
Tbaraoh ftxmld have a fifth Part^ except the 
Land ef the Priefis oniy^ which became not 
Pharaoh* s. Arc thefe the Words the M. P. 
has given us for the Text^ the Priefts Lands 
were not feized or taken too> becaufe they 
were not Pharaoh's. This Law fpeaks of no 
Lands feized or taken away : Jofeph had al- 
ready bought all the Lands of Egyp.t for 
Pharaoh yVtr. 20. only the Lands of the Priefts 
bought he not^ ver. 22. Now this Law which 
charged the Lands oi Egypt with a fifth Part 
as a Land-Tax to the Crown, was really re- 
ftoring Lands, and not feizing them 5 it was 
returning the Land oi Egypt which Pharaoh 
had bought, back again to the Proprietors, 
fubjeift only to a Subfidy of Four Shillings 
in the Pound. This, if our Author pleafes, 
may be confidered as an Improvement of 
the Revenues of the Crown, and fo as an 
Addition to the Strength and Power of the 
Kings of Egypt ; but fere it was not a very 
politick Way to make the Priefthood inde- 
pendent of the Crown. The Priefts had 
their Lands, it is true, fi-ee fi-om this new 
Tax or Subfidy, becaufe they became not 
Pharaoh^ % as the other Lands oi Egypt thea 
were. Jofeph having bought the Land 
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oi Egypt for Pharaoh^ except the Lands of 
the Pricfts : When the Lands were reftored 
by a new Grant, refcrving a fifth Part to the 
Crown, the Lands of the Pricfts not being 
within the Grant, could not be fubjed: to 
the Tax, or referv'd Rent. So that the 
Pf iefts, notwithftanding this Law, held their 
Lands juft on the fame Tenure, which they 
did before the Famine, whatever that Te- 
nure wa5. Here is not one Word, " That 
^' y^fiP^ ^^^ obtained a Decree or Ordi- 
** nance fi-om Pharaoh^ which made the 
'* Church Lands unalienable and irreluma- 
** ble by the Crown, by which Means the 
•• Priefthood in E^t became hereditary, 
^ and independent of the Crown/' On the 
Contrary, this Law ftiews the Priefts held 
dieir Lands juft as they had done before, 
only fi-ee from the general Sale of the Land 
of Egypt to Pbaraoby and to the Subfidy a- 
greedupon when thofe Lands were rcftor'd. 
50 that by this Law the Crown got, indeed, 
9L confidcrable additional Revenue and Power, 
but the Priefthood nothing at all. 

The Trath is, Mofes was fo far from fol- 
lowing the fam? Plan of Prieflliood which 
Jofepb had fettled in ^gypt two hundred 
Years before, that it was impoffible he 
fliould do fo, for Jo/epJ^ had never fettled any 
Han of Priefthood in Egypt for A^fes to 
follow : He left the Prieft:s and their Lands 
tuft in die i^me Condition he found them : 
tie made no Alteration in Favour of their 
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Pow^r, or Independence on the Oovrn : Sb 
that this fuppofed Plan of Jofepb^s is really 
nothing more thaaaPlanforn^d in our Au- 
thor's own Imaginatbtiu 

But our Attthorrs further Suppofition, that 
Mofes ovXy followed the lame Plan of Prieft- 
hood which, he hy^ jfofepb had iettled m 
Egypt two hundred Years before, is yet, if 
poffible, more apparently contrary to hifta-i 
rical Truth. 

Our Author, in his Account of the Plan^ 
which he fuppofes JofepB had fettled in E- 
Uat.T[^gypt^ obfcrves, " He managed Mitters fb 
iLai. *< well as to divide the whole Power and 
Property of Egypt between the Church 
and the Crown ^ this gave them an Op-i 
portunity and Power to work up the Peo- 
ple into the higheft and greateft Superfti- 
tion, and into an abfolute blind Obedience 
and Refignation to themfelves-" And does 
our Author really think, he can perfuadeahy 
one Man to believe that Mojes afterwards 
£brm*dthe Ife^r^w Pricfthood on thisPlan, 
when it is fo very plain, that the Mofaical 
Plan of Priefthood and Government is not 
only very unlike it, but in the more eilbntial 
Parts diredtly contrary to it ? The Akjaical 
Conftitution, inftead of giving the Priefts a 
vaft Property in Lands independent of the 
Crown, exprefsly forbids them to have any 
Numb. Property in Lands at all, mcM^e than was juft 
xviii, 20. nccefTary for their Habitations. The Con* 
ilitutions of Mofes had divided the whole 

Land^ 
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Land, and therewith the whole Power and 
Property of the Holy Land, among the Peo- 
ple, and their Title was made by cxprefs Law 
hereditary, and unalienable ; and yet by the 
Plan made by our Author for Jojepb, the 
Avhole Power and Property oi Egypt were di- 
vided between the Priefthood andthe Crown, 
and the People had no Share in either. 

In the fuppofed Plan of Jofeph^ there is 
not the leaft Appearance of a Theocracy ; no 
mention fo much as of an Oracle, to direft 
any of the Councils or Afts of Government : 
On the contrary, the Oracle oi Jupiter Am^ 
mon^ which is the firft that appears among 
the Egyptians^ was not, according tp our 
Author's own Account, older than the Days 
o^ David and Solomon, and therefore could 
not poffibly be made ufe of in the Days of 
yofepb ; and yet our Author takes this to 
nave been the Rife and Original of the Mo* 
faic Theocracy, when neither did Jofepb 
make any Plan, nor could Mofes form his 
Plan after one, which is almoft in every thing 
oppofite, and contrary to it. 

I need fay very little to another Fable the 
M. P. has taken up from Manetbo, and others 
who have followed him, that the Shepherds 
driven out of ^gypf were the Ifraelites undttr 
the Condudl of Mofes. Two Pages of the 
illuftrious Sir Ifaac Newton^ are an unan- 
fwcrable Refiitation of that Miftake : *^ HeNewton'^ 
** obfervcs, from Diodorus Siculus, that m ^^«>n. 
" E'SyP^ there were formerly Multitudes of*°^' *®^* 
X " Strangers 
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" Strangers of fcvcral Nations, who ufcd fo- 
^' reign Rites and Ceremonies in worfliip- 
** ping the Gods, for which they were ex- 
** pcl'd Egypt ; and under DdnduSy Cddmus^ 
** and other Ikilful Commanders, after great 
" Hardfhips, came into Greect and other 
•' Places 3 but the greateft Part of them camt 
** into Judady not far from Egypt ^ a Coun- 
try then uninhabited, and dcfaft, being 
conduced thither by one M^/^^, a wift 
and valiant Man, who, after he had pof- 
fefs'd himfelf of the Country, among other 
Things, built Jtrufalem and the Temple/' 
Here, fays our illuftrious Author, Diodih 
rus miftakes the Original of the IfraeliteSy 
as Manetho had done before him, cbn- 
foundins their Flight into the Wildernefi, 
under tne Cdnduft oi Mofes, with the 
" Flight of the Shepherds from Mifpbrng- 
'** mathofisy and his Son AmeJiSy into Ph^ni\ 
*' c/tf and Afrk:' 

Now that Mamtho muft have been under 
a Miftake, with refpeft to Mofis^ and theO- 
riginal of the IJrdeiiteSy is evident^ or all the 
reft of the Account muft be falfe : Here are 
three Chronological Marks to fiic the Time 
of the Flight of the Shepherds, abfoltildy ifl- 
confiftent with the Time when M^fis led the 
JfraeUtts out x^f Egypt j for this Flight of the 
Shepherds was in the Times of AfMjii King 
oi Egypt y of the Settlements of Dmaus wd 
Cadmus in Creecty and of the building of the 
Tettiplc at J^ufakm. Sir Ifaa^ his fliewn, 

with 



cc 



Digitized by 



Google 



to aDlSSEKT AT 1 ON, &C. 307 

with an Evidence hardly to be expedted in a 
Point of fo diftant Hiftory, that the Reign of 
jimojis, Father of Ammoriy the Settlements of 
DanaiiSy Cadmus^ and others in Greece^ fell 
in near with the building of the Temple of 
Solomon, and fo about the Time of the firft 
Kings, which it will be paft our Author's 
Skill to fettle in the Days of Mofes. If then 
thefe Chronological Marks are true, thciy de- 
monftrate Manetho'^ MJilake with refpe<St to 
MofeSy and the Original of the Ifraelites ; if 
they are not true, it utterly deftroys the Cre- 
dit of Manetbo, and of his whole Hiftory, 
and with it all the Moral Philofophcr's fine 
Reafonings upon it. 

I have thought it not improper to point 
out thefe few palpable Errors, among many 
others, in this romantick Account of the O- 
rigin of the Ifraelites^ and their Theocracy ; 
but it will hardly be worth while to enter in- 
to a further Confutation of it. I proceed 
therefore to what the M. P. feems chiefly to* 
aihi at with refpe<5t to the DiiTertation on the 
Hebrew Government, which is to vindicate 
in fome meafure the very extraordinary Ac- 
count he had given of the Levitical Revenues, ' 
to reprefent the Provifion made for that 
Tribe an heavy Oppreffion of all the; other 
Tribes, and that Mofes had knavilbly de- 
fign'd to draw the Power and Wealth of the 
Nation into the Hands of his own Family by 
it. I therefore endeavour'jj a truer Account 
of the Levitical Revenues, than I thpught 
X 2 our 
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our Author had given ; with what Succeft 
the Reader is left to judge : That it was with 
feme Succefs, I have reafon to hope, from 
the very confiderable Articles, our Author 
himfelf is pleafed to .allow in his new Ac- 
count, were overcharged in his firft. 

Before we examine his new Account, it 
will be proper to fettle old Accounts as well 
as we can. The M. P. in his firft Account 
had charg'd, as Part of the Levitical Re- 
venues, a Poll-Tax, which, according to his 
Computation, amounted to OneMillionTwo 
Hundred Ihoufand Pounds a Year, and 
would have amounted, in the feveral Pay- 
ments from Mofes to the Deftruftion of Solo- 
mon's Temple, to no lefs a Sum than a Thou- 
fand Millions Sterling : This very extraor- 
dinary Article our Author is pleafed himfelf 
to ftrike out of his Account, as an Over- 
Mor. Phil, charge ; for he tells Dr. Leland^ " As to the 
V.iii.294.cc Poll-Tax which Ihave mentioned, I think 
" the Author has juftly excepted againft it ; 
** and as I am not, on fecond Thoughts, fa- 
" tisfied with itmyfelf, I freely give it up/' 
There was another very extraordinary Ar- 
ticle concerning the Proportion of the Levi-- 
that Cities to the Lands of the Hebrews : 
Tho' our Author is not for giving this Arti- 
cle up, yet he is pleas'd to allow a very great 
Abatement, In his firft Account he fays, 
Heb.G6v.ic jhe Lands of the Levites would feem to 
" amount to a feyenth Part, however he 
" charges them as a tenth/' But in his new 
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Account he does not infift on a tenth, or a 
twentieth, or even a thirtieth Part, but him- 
felf fettles it at a thirty- third Part. This A- Mor.Phil 
batement is too confiderable to be over-^"^-^^^ 
look'd ; by it our Author allows, that in his 
former Account he had overcharged the Pro- 
portion of the Le^ntical Lands above two 
thirds, or a tenth, inftead of a thirty-third 
Part, equal to charging ten Pounds inftead of 
three Pounds on every hund; ed Pound per 
Annum : So that the Over-reckoning in thi 
Article alone, amounted to the Value of fc- 
vcn Pounds a Year on every hundred Pound ' 
a Year throughout the whole Hebrew Ter- 
ritory, which at twenty-five Years Purchafe 
is equal to an Over-charge of One hundred 
feventy-five Pounds on every hundred Pound 
per Annum ^ a very great Sum on the whole^ 
Land. 

Nor is this Abatement, great as it is, half 
what our Author ought to have made, as 
will clearly appear, on a little Examination 
of his new Account. The Moral Philofo-n. 341. 
pher firfl: objedls to my Computation of the 
Contents of the Levittcal CiiieSy that I only 
meafure the open Fields without the Walls, 
which was two thoufand Cubits every Way 
from the Walls without, as our Author fays, 
but without any Proof. I had obferv'd it 
was the Opinion of many learned Men, that 
the two thoufand Cubits were to be meafured 
from the Centre of the Ground, and fofrom 
the Middle of the Cities, I had confirmed 
X 3 this 
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this Opinion, by the Dircftions of the Law 
Numb, itfclf ; And the Suburbs of the Cities^ which 
^^^^'^'^'yejhallgive the Levites, Jhall reach from ths 
fVall of the City and outward a tboufand Cu-- 
Bits; and ye Jhall meafurefrom without the 
City on the Eaji Side two thoufand Cubits. 
The Meaning of which Law 1 thus under- 
ftood, that thefe different Meafures could 
not be meant of one and the fame Meafure, 
to and from the fame Places ; that the firft 
Meafure feems to have been dircfted from 
the Wall outward to the End of the Suburbs, 
and this Meafure was a thoufand Cubits; 
that the other Meafure 'W2Lsfrom without the 
City^ and fo from the End of the Suburbs in- 
ward, or into the City, and that Meafure was 
two thoufand Cubits : But, fays oar Author, 
" To make two Stations, one from the Wall, 
•* the other from the Centre of the City, 
*' when both are order 'd to be taken from 
** the Wall, is very abfurd :'* Bat where 
will the Abfurdity lie, if there is no Order to 
take both Meafures from the Wall ? Let tht 
Reader truft his own Eyes : In the fourth 
Verfe there is an exprefs Order to meafure 
from the Wall of the City, and outwards, 
only a thoufand Cubits ; in the fifth Verfe 
there is an Order to meafure from without 
the City two thotifand Cubits, without men- 
tion of the Wall at all : And indeed it would 
have been very abliird, to make the Meafure 
from the Ends of the Suburbs to the Wall to 
be twice as long as from the Wall to Ac Ends 

of 
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of the Suburbs. The Reader will alfo ob- 
{lexvt the Words of the Text are dire<^ly con- 
trary to his Suppofition, that the two thou- 
iand Cubits were from the Walls outwards 
to the Boundaries of the Suburbs, and the 
thouiatUd Cubits from the Wall inwards to 
the Centre or Middle of the City ; when the 
Text is^expnefs, that the thoufand Cubits 
f not the two thoufand) are to be meafured 
from the Wall of the City and outward, and 
the two thoufand Cubits (not the thoufand) 
are to be roeafured fron^ without the City, or 
inwards. 

Notwithfl^pding then our Author's Criti- 
cifm on the Dire(^ionsof the Law, my Com- 
putation of the Levitical Cities, at Fifty-two 
thou&nd eight hundred and forty Acres, 
ilands right ; and thi^ Proportion to the Be- 
bret» Lands, ^ the loweft Computation, is 
ick fiir from a fev^nth, or a tenth, or a thirty- 
third, that it i$ npt quite one in two hundred. 
» Oiir Author might indeed have fpared him- 
fblf and me gn this Artiglc ; for th9' I think 
that Computfttion to be juft, yet tq make my 
Argument lef^ ^xqeptionabk, I h»d allow'jS 
two thoufend O^itits for the Cities, ^qyer and 
above the gnbu^bs, apd computed 9^ the 
Foot of One. hundred aod ten thoufand Acres, 
fo.vtry mar our Author's pwn Account of 
One huadiied apd eighteen thoufand eight 
^ hunflced %X^ pinetyi thgit there iiced not have 
been any Difference oh this Account. Qxi 
this State of the Levitical Cities Thad (hewn, 
X 4 that 
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that on thelowcfl Computation of the Lands 
of Canaan y they would not have been more 
than one in a hundred ; our Author in his 
new Account charges them at a thirty-third : 
This, you will fee, calls for a great Abatement. 
Mor.phiL Our Author firft thinks that the Hebrevi 
3^^/^"^^' Lands, with which the Lands of the Levites 
are to be compared, fhould be only fuch 
Lands as they aftually conquered and poflefs'd. 
He propofes therefore to compute, as exaSly 
as he can, the whole Extent of the Couhtry, 
and then to throw out all that belonged to 
the Fhilijlines, Since our Author is pleafed 
to take this Way, let us follow him, for we 
ihall find many Errors to be corred:ed in this 
Part of his Account. ; ■ 

There is fomething Very obfervatle on bur 
Author's firft felting but on this Computation, 
which feems a little too artful for a fair and 
open Account. He makes ufe of Mr. Whi^ 
Jlon'sM^i^^ as the lateft and moft corrcft. 
Mr, JVhifion had in that very MapefHmatcd 
the Land of Canaan at almoft Twenty thoii- 
fand eight hundred fquarc Miles, equal to 
thirteen Millions of Acres, which is above a 
Million feven hundred thouiand Acres more 
than I made my Eftimates fi^om : So far was 
1 from making it five or fix times more than 
it really was, for which Reafon however it 
1^ j^^ feems our Moral Philofopher would willingly 
take me for his Surveyor, if he had an Eibtc 
to meafurc, 

^ However, 
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However, our Auth(»r does not chufe to 
go on Mr. WhiJlon*s Eftimate : He meafures 
in his own Way, firft a Part of the Country 
only, from the Mediterranean to Jordan^ 
and from T'yre to the River of Egypt ^ at One 
hundred and eighty Miles in Length, and fe- 
venty in Breadth, which gives Twelve thou- 
fand fix hundred fquare Miles for the Con- 
tents of that Part of the Country. 

I fliall but juft remark at prefent, that he 
affignjs to the PbUiJitnes thirty Miles, in 
Breadth, on the whole Length of One hunr 
dred and eighty Miles, for no better Reaibn, 
than becaufe one City of the Pbilifiines was 
thirty Miles Eaft of the Mediterranean.^ 
from whence he concludes, that Five thour 
fandfour hundred fquare Miles of theTwelyc 
thoufand fix hundred ought to . be aflign'd 
the Canaanites as their Pofleflion. . What ,9, 
(lender Foundation is this, to take away fo 
confiderable a Proportion of Lands Weft of 
Jordan from the Ifraelites^ and give theni 
to the Canaanites f Might not one ftrong 
City of the Pbilifiines be advanced beyond the 
Line of their Territory? Might not the Cour 
federate Lords of the Pbilijlines have a more 
confiderable Territory than others of their 
Neighbours? This is a Grant of our Author's, 
without fufiicient Reafon, or any Voucher 
.at all. But fuppofing for the prefent, with 
.our Author, that Five thoufand four hun^ 
dred fquare Miles fhould be aflign'd the Phi-r 
lifiirHh ftould not^ think you^ the Remain- 
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dcr of the Twchc thoufand fix hundifed, or 
Seven thouiaJXd p^o hundred, be the Pbf- 
fe95on of the Heh-ews^ then the Pf oportion 
between them would be as four to three. 

Our Author cannot afford to pafs fuch aft 
Account as this. He proceeds therefore to 
draw up his Account in a very different man- 
ner^ but in fuch a Manner as, I believe, w^s 
ucver offer'd to the Examination of the Pub* 
lick before. 

" From BeerJheBa to the End of the Wil- 
*• derneis Southward, our Author adds, was 
•' twenty-feven Geographical Miles, or thir- 
•• ty^two Efi^lifl> nearly, which multiplied 
. •• by fevcnty the common Breadth, give 
*• Two thoufand two hundred and forty 
•* fcjuare Miles 5 and this was poflefs'd by 
•* the Canaanites of the Southern Plains, 
•* which the l/raelitescovild never drive out/' 
What then, bad the Ifraelttes no Pofleffions 
« all in this Part of the Country ? It is fit 
imr Author fhould know, when he charge? 
fcch large Jtfms a? th?fe : He ought not t© 
expeft the World will be fo coraplalfant as 
to take his own bare Word for it, without 
the leaft Pretence of a Voucher to wsffrant it. 
348- ■ But to let that pafs ; What ufe wiH our 
Author make of this Item? Why, fays he, 
this Two thoufand two hundred and forty, 
added to the Five thoufand four hundred be- 
fore, as the Content of Philtjlia and ZiJe^ 
nia^ make Seven thoul^nd fix hundred and 
forty fquare Miles : This, which the JfraeUttt 
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ncVer conquered, or had in PofleiSon, is to 
be fubftrafted from the Twelve thoufand fix 
hundred fquare Miles, the Content of the 
whole Land, and the Remainder Four thou- 
fand nine hundred and fixty, will be that 
P^ of Canaan^ which the Ifraelites^([t&4L 
in Canaarty properly fo call'd, or the Weft 
Side of Jordan J and the Des^d Sea, between 
that and the Mediterranean. 

The Reader perceives now, I believe, thfc 
furprifing Ufc our Author makes of his own 
Manner of Computation j and will wondier^ 
I doubt not, to fee Lands South of the Rivet 
«f Egypt rcckon'd as Lands- North erf" the 
faid River, and no Icfs than Two thoufani 
two hundred and forty fquare Miles, fub^ 
ftrafted from the Twelve tnouland fix hun- 
dred, of which they are roanifeftly no Part 
^talL 

The Twelve tihoufand fix hundred fquare 
Miles, upon our Author's own Allowance of 
three Sevenths to the Canaanites^ or thirty 
Miles in feventy of Breadth, muft le^ve four 
Sevenths to the Ifraelites ; a Divifion on this 
Proportion gives Seven thoufa^Ad two hundred 
fquare Miles to the Hebrews^ and Five th<m- 
fand four hundred to the Canatmites. Now 
^his Proportion bctvircen the Hebrews and the 
Canaamtes can never be altered by any Con>^ 
fideration of Lands in another Countrjr, and 
another Place. Soppofe our Author had giveh 
^he CanaamtesTyvtlvt thoufand fquare Milds 
atjy where in Egypt, or Bdyltm^ would this 
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haw taken away: from the Hebrews any 
Lands they had in Canaan? or would it have 
added any Lands to what the Pbiltjiines pof^ 
ie&'d in Canaan t The Inhabitants then 
Nordi of the River oi Egypt ^ would have juft 
^he £tnae Proportion of Lands in that Coun-- 
try, whoever poflefs'd the Lands South of 
die River, which had no more to do with 
the Lands North of the River, than any of 
4he Lands aboi^ T^hebes. or Memphis. 
. /the true Cfe our Author ought to have 
ro$4c of the. Contents of the Land South of 
tl^ River of Egypt ^ was to have added the 
Twothoufand two hundred and forty to the 
^TPwelve thoufand fix hundred, and fo have 
jmde Fourteen thouiand eight hundred and 
forty fquare Miles, the Contents of the whole 
Country, both North and South of the Ri- 
ver, and then to have divided it between the 
JJebrews and CanaaniteSj in the Proportion 
of three to four. Thus the Canaanites^ in 
our Author's Proportion, would have had 
Six thoufand three hundred and fixty, and 
the Hebrews E^ht thoufand four hundred 
and eighty. It is by an egregious and palpa- 
ble Error, by adding to the Canaanites Lands 
3^Iorth of the River what ought not to be 
-^44cd to them, and by fubftrafting jfrom 
J^ Hebrew Lands, North of the faid River, 
what cannotibe fubftradted from them, that 
f^T, Author concludes the Hebrews had no 
more than Four thoufand nine Jiundred and 
fixty fquare Miles in the Country between 
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Zidon and the River of Egyft j yet this a-^ 
lone is an Error of very near one half. 

But this is not the only Ufe our Author 
makes of this falfe Account : He attempts to 
cook up another Account full out as errone- 
ous and fallacious upon it. Having endea-^ 
vour'd to perfuade his Readers, that the Pro- 
portion of the Hebrew PofTeffions was to that 
of the Canaanites as five to nineteen 5 where- 
as on our Author's own way of reckoning 34** 
truly ftated, it was as four to three. He 
proceeds to ftate the Proportion of the Eaftern 
Hebrews on that moft erroneous Suppofition : 
He gives therefore to the Hebrews no more 
than One thoufand three hundred and tea 
fquare Miles, which added to Four thoufand 
nine hundred and fixty, he aflures us give$ 
Six thoufand two hundred and feventy for 
the whole Area, or Quantity of Land inha- 
bited by the Ifraelites on both Sides Jordan. 

Our Author had computed Twelve thou- 
fand fix hundred fquare Miles from Zidon to 
the River of Egypt ^ and Two thoufand two 
hundred and forty South of that River, in all 
Fourteen thoufand eight hundred and forty, 
there will remain for Eafl Canaan, or the 
Content of Lands from Jordan Eaftward to 
the Mountains of Jbarim^ Five thoufand 
nine hundred and fixty fquare Miles, to make 
up the Twenty thoufand eight hundred, 
Mr. Whifion recKons the Content of all G?- 
naan^ which the Moral Philofopher has 
chofen to follow. Now if this be divided 

bjetwcfn 



Digitized by 



Google 



,3i« A P PE N D I X 

between the Canaanites and Hebrews^ accord- 
ing to our Author's own Proportion in 
Wcftefn Canaan of three to four, the He- 
brews would have had for their Proportion 
6f four Sevenths, Three thtouland four hun- 
dred and fix, and the Canaanites Two thou- 
fand five hundred and fifty- four nearly for 
their three Sevenths : Now add thefe Three 
thoufand four hundred and fix to the Eight 
thoufand four hundred and eighty, as fettled 
above, and the Hebrews would have for their 
Poflfeflion Eleven thoufand eight hundred and 
eighty-fix fquare Miles, equal to Seven mil* 
lion fix hundred and feven thoufand feven 
hundred and fixty Acres, allowing the d- 
naanites three Sevenths of the Whole : Now 
this Proportion of the Lands of the Hebrews^ 
to the Levitical Cities, inftead of giving a 
thirty-third to the Levites, will not give them 
a fiill fixty-third : So that as our Author has 
already correQed his firft Account, by cut- 
ting off two Thirds, he muft again mend his 
fecond Account, by cutting off one Half more, 
and reduce his thirty- third to a fixty-third. 
There are ftilL further Exceptions to be 
• made to this Account. 

I had mentioned before, that the Propor- 
tion of the Lands in Canaan given to the 
Philijlines by our Author, was a fi'ee Gift of 
his own, without any fiifficient Voucher : 
Let us now obferve, this Grant is attended 
with much greater Difficulties than perhaps 

our 
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our Author was aware of^ when he made 

it. 

. Caft your Eyes over Mr. WbiJiorC^ Map, 
and fee how much of the Tribes of JJher^ 
half Tribe of Manajfeh^ Ephraim^ Dan^ and 
Simeen, are given to the Canaanites by our 
M. P. as being within thirty Miles of the 
Mediterranean : How very ftrait muft the 
remaining Portion of thefe Tribes have been; 
they could not poflibly have fubfifted on it, 
but muft have been forced, for the bare Ne- 
ceflaries o£ Life, to have retired and canton'd 
Among the other Tribes, whofe Lots fell to 
them forthcr from the Sea. Now if this had 
been hiftorical Tmth, and not meer Imagi- 
luition, would there not have been one In« 
ftance of Complaint from fome of thefe 
Tribes, that they had indeed a Lot and Por- 
tion aflign'd them in the promifed Land, but 
it fo fell out^ that the JPbiliJiines kept Poffef- 
£on againft 'em, and therefore they muft 
dtfire fome Portion in another Place, where 
lliey might live, fince they could not live an 
that Place which tbe Lot had affign'd to 
tl^cA ? Would there not have been fome In^ 
timation, at leaft, that diey were received 
by the other Tribes, and lived aihong them, 
when they could not live as Tribes by thcm- 
felves, and in a Country of their own ? And 
, yet the Hiftory of the Hehrew Nation always 
:iisp|>Qfes them to live by themfelves, and as . 
: <iiftifi<a Tribes, in their proper Lot and Por- 
tion of Land. This is a very fbrong Prefump-- 
:., 2 tion. 
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tion, that our Author's Allowance to the 
Canaanites is not only without Foundation, 
but irrcconcileable to the Truth of Hiftory. 
There is yet another very material Difficul- 
ty in this Grant of the Moral Philofopher to 
the Canaanites^ that he has hereby given them 
a confiderable Share of the Levites Lands, as 
well as of the other Hebrews^ for many of 
the Levitical Cities were within the Line he 
hasaffign'd for the Canaanites Poffcffion. 
34J. He aflerts, indeed, that the Spiritualty had 
their Share in prefent adual Poffeffion, where- 
as the other Tribes had theirs only in Hope, 
and in the mean time were fent a grazing to 
encamp in the Fields on all neoeflary Occa- 
fions, and to get their Allotment afterwards 
as well as they could by the Sword : but this 
Obfcrvation of our Author, as well as fome 
we have already feen, is a little defeftivc in 
a Circumftance cm- two of Truth. 

For the Levites had not a preient adual 

Pofleffion of their Cities : Gihbethon^ for in- 

ftance, was one of the Levitical Cities, in 

lofli XX* '^^ Tribe of Dan ^ yet Gibbet ban was fo long 

aj. ' ^^ in the Hands of the Pbili/iines, as to be di- 

ftinguifti'd in the Days of the Kings as a Part 

of the Philiftines Poffeffion ; fo that it was 

I KiD« ^^''^ Gibbetbon of the Pbilijiines, or which 

xvi. 15. belonged to the PbiliJUnes. Even Hebron 

itfelf, the chief City of the Priefts, was 

Jofli. wd. not in prefent adhial Pofleffion. The Divi- 

fion of the Land was made by Jo/bua at 

Siilob', but it was after the Death ofjo/bua^ 

that 



M. 



Digitized by 



Google 



/^tf Dissertation, &c. 321 

that Jtuiah went againft the Canaanttei that 
dwelt in Heiron, and took it. I fhall only J"<lg«* 
add, that Noi, the City of the Pricfts, fo '''' 
fiimous for the Cruelty and Revenge of Saul^ 
in the Maflacre oiAhimelecb and his Family, 
was many Miles within the Line ailign'd hy 
our Author the Boundary of the Canaanite 
Territories; as were many other of the Le- 
vitical Cixits. It ought not then to be taken 
for granted, that the Levites were in adtual 
Poffeffion of their forty-eight Cities, when 
tht Jfraelites never had more than half of 
their Country, and fo could have but one 
half of their Towns aX)d Cities; efpecially 
the M. P. has no right to take this for grant- 
ed, when many of them were fituated in 
that Part of the Country which he himfelf 
has been ple^'d to grant away to the Ca- 
naanites. 

It is of very little Importance what the 
Number of Cities in the whole Country of 
Canaan might be, were they more or fewer. 
When Hebron was given to the Children of 
jiaron^ the Fields of the City, and the Vil*jofh.jd. 
lages thereof, were given to Caleb. The**- 
VHlages were full out as convenient and ufe- 
ful, likely morefo, for Perfons employed in 
Hulbandry, and the Management of their 
Farms, than large Qties. To jpake any 
Computation of the BrxMmgsoi Canaan^ the 
Villages and fmall Towns iriuft be accounted 
for, as well as the Cities : fo that our Au- 
•thor's reckoning only Four hundred and 
Y' eighty 
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eighty Cities in Canaan^ redacinig them to 
^ one half, by granting away half of them to 
the Canaanites j and then ftating the Pro- 
portion of the whole forty -eight Levitical 
Cities, as a fifth Part of Two hundred and 
forty, will appear a very defeftive and falfe 
Account, as upon other Reafons, manifeflrly 
for this, that here is no Account at all of 
their Villages and leffer Towns, fo very great 
a Part of the Hebrew Habitations. The 
Proportion of Villages in Judaa was fo great, 
as to be remarkable hy the Raman Hiftorians. 
Tacitus therefore obferves,- they were fpread 
Tf c. Hill aJi ^^^^ ^^ Couhtry : Magna Pars JuJaa 
. V. r. 8. -L^m difpergitur^ habent Gf tppida. How 
can then any Eftifiiate oixhz Hebrew Build- 
ings be made without takine them into the 
Account ? After ^1> this whole Account of 
our Author is miftated, and quite wrong in 
every Article : The Proportion of the Lands 
of the Leslies ought to be ftated, by what 
was divided as the Portion of each by Jojhua^ 
fend on no other Foot* Any Allowance 
therefore to the Canaanites ^lX, 2X\^ is more 
• than ought to be made, for the EKvifion was 
, ' made by yofiua, according to the Contents 
of the whole Land, without any Confidera- 
tiort of what {he Canaanites pofldOfed. It 
was not the Fault of Mofes^ or the Conflritu- 
tion, tlmt any Canaanites remained in the 
Xand : It was the Fault of the IJraeUfes^ and 
a Breach of the ConftitUtion, that any were 

pen- 
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.{>ennitted to do fo. The real Queftion Isj 
Whether Mofes made an unequal Divifion of 
the Hebrew Lands ? Whether the Law de-^ 
figned fuch an Over- proportion of Land in 
Favour of the Lenities^ as out Author aflerts, 
in Prejudice to the other Tribes? It is an 
evident Fad, that the Divifibn was made on 
the whole Land, containing, according to 
,Mr. Whijiofiy whom our Author chufes to 
fellow, Twenty thoufand eight hundred 
fquare Miles, equal to Thirteen Million of 
Acres. This was-manifeftly the Proportion 
Afg/^j.and the Law defigned between thfe 
I^nds of the Levites and of the other He- 
brews. : By this then, and this only, the Ju- 
, ftice, the Equity, the Wifdom of the Law^ 
.^e to be determined; Mofeiis only accounta- 
.ble fpr djiis Proportion i So that after all the 
Pain? the M; P^ h^ taken to ftate this Que- 
ftion upoi? a different Foot, it is for that ve- 
ry Reaibn quite befide the Purpofe^ and no 
ways affedts Mo/es^ or hi^ Laws. We muft 
interpret the Meanipg of Laws, by the Laws 
thenxfelves^ and not explain their Intfintioti 
by any Mifcarriages, be they what they will^ 
Jn the after Exec\jtion of them. Mofes then 
gave thtLevites^ even according to our Au- 
thor's own largeft Account of them, no more 
than One hundred and eighteen thouland 
eight hundred and ninety Acres, upon a Di- 
vifion of np Icfs than Thirteen Million of A- 
crcs among the Ijraelites by Lot. This, in- 
Y 2 ftfead 
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ftcadof a thirty-third, a tenth, a feventh, -a 
fifth, as our Author in feveral Places eftimates 
it, is indeed not fully one in a hundred and 
nine. 

Our Author promifes to cut the Argument 
{hort, with refpcd: to the Tythes, or the Pro- 
portion afligned the Levites on the Produce 
of the Land : This he has done fo efFedlually, 
by leaving out feveral Things fo material to 
the true State of the Qucftion, that on the 
Foot he has now fet it, it is fo loofe, confufed, 
and defeftivc, that it is hardly poffiblc to fee 
the true State of the Cafe in queftion at all. 

Jt had been fhewn concerning the Revenues 
of the Levites^ that their proper Provifion 
confifted in two Articles, in forty-eight Cities 
for Habitation, and in a Tythe on the Pro- 
duce of Fruit and Cattle : That the Reve- 
nue of the Fir{t-bom, and occafional Offer- 
ings, was noPar^tof the Levites Portion, and 
whatever it amounted to, was appropriated to 
the Ufcs of the Tabernacle, for the Buildings, 
Repairs, Onaments, Sacrifices, and other pub- 
lick Expences J by all which the Levites were 
never the richer. To this our Author, to cut 
his Argument (hort, fays nothing, yet conti- 
nues to confound his new Account, by flipping 
in thcfe Articles, and charging the Firft-born 
on the Pafture Lands at hatf a Tenth, and the 
reft of the Offerings at another half Tenth, 
and both together as a full Tenth on all the 
Lands. But tliis whole Article muft be quite 
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cut off, as not belonging to the TvibcofLevi 
at all : and this difcharges one Tenth, or one 
half of his whole Account of the Levitt calKt- 
venue by Tythcs. As to the other half of 
bis Accounr, or general Tenth on Fruit and 
Cattle, it had been fhewn, with refped: to the 
Cattle, and fo to the Pafture Grounds, which, 
according to our Author, were the richeft 
Lands, and the highcft Rents, that this Tythe 
was only a Tenth of the Young of the Cattle ; 
fo that when a tenth Lamb, Calf, &c^ was 
paid, the Remainder paid nothing more in 
Wool, Milk, or for Herbage, how many 
Years focvcr they were fed, for any Ufe, which 
muft be very niany that paid nothing, confi- 
dering they were applied to all Ufes of Huf- 
. bandry and Carriage : So that a Tenth of the 
Young only of the Cattle, muft be very (hort 
of the tenth Part of the Value of the Herbage, 
on which all the Cattle, for all the Ufes of 
the whole Country, were fed. 

It had been (hewn alfo, that the whole 
Land of the Hebrews was not ty theable. No 
Woodlands, Timber, or Syha Ccedua^ paid 
any Tythe ; to which alfo our Author fays 
nothing. It appears then ftill, notwithftand- 
ing any thing our Author has faid, or we 
may now well fuppofc he can fay to the con- 
trary, that the greater Part of the Land in 
Quantity, and the richeft Produce in Quali- 
ty, did not pay to the Levites a full Tenth, 
the' he continues ftill to charge it at a Fifth. 
Y 3 There 
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There is yet remaining another Omiffion 
in this new Account of our M . P. which 
makes it moft defective, and very erroneous. 

A very confiderable Fart of tWe Tythcs 
had been purchafed by the Levites for a va- 
luable Confideration, and were their proper 
EftatCj as mudj as an Annuity paid by the 
Govjernmcnt, lor a Sum of Money advanc'd 
by the Annuitants, for the^Service of the Pub* 
lick. This was tftimated at near Six Pound 
Thiftccii. Shillings, in every Ten Pound they 
received for. Ty the 3 fo that the Tythe a- 
mounted (o no m^re than Three and an half 
per Cent, above their own Property, 

It had been alfo (hewn, that the Levites in 
the Purchafe of their Annuity had given the 
Publick the whole annual Produce, not an 
annual Rent only ; whence it appear'^ our 
Author's Diftinftion between an annual Rent 
and an annual Produce was very little to the 
Purpofe. For if the Levites had kept their 
Lands in their own Hands, they would have 
had the whole Produce of them as their Pro.- 
perty : And if they bad obti^in'd their Share of 
Land in the fafcft and richcft Parts of the 
Country, they muft have made a very weak 
Bargain, as our Author has contrived the 
Matter, to exchange their Lands for an An- 
nuity. Had it not been much more for the 
Profit of the Jjevius^ to have kept Lands in 
their own Poffcffion, in the fafeft and richcft 
Parts of the Country^ than to h»ve fold them 

fop 
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for an Annuity, when, according to our Au- 
thor's Grant to the Canaanites^ they were to 
pay the Levites above one half of their An- 
nuity out of their Poffeffions ; And if the Pro* 
portion of the Hebrew Lands to the Lands of 
the Canaanites^ was as tivfe to nineteen, one 
quartei* of this Annuity only would be paid by ^o»* ^"^^• 
their own Nation ; yet our Author has niade •"*'^'^^' 
no Provifion for the Recovery of the other 
three Quarters of the Annuity from the Ca- 
TtaaniteSy upon their Non-payment, 

Our Author takes Notice, that the Tyther 
or Spiritual Lord pays nothing for Labour. 
So far is true cdncerning the Levites^ that 
when they parted with 4he Poffeffion of their 
Lands to the PublJck, the Publick took upon 
itfelf the whole Work of Hufbandry, as . it 
was very fit and reafonable it (hould, when 
the Lands became their own private Propertyi. 
But it is not true concerning the Levites^ that 
they paid nothing to the Publick in Return : 
The Levites gave up their Time to other Ser-/ 
vices of the Publick, and freed the reft of the 
Nation from thofe Services to which the Z^- 
viteswtrt appointed in their Room. . It was 
therefore a very equitable Cafe, that the Na- 
tion (hould free the Levifes in their Turn, 
from the Care of Hulbandry, that they might 
perform the National Services, to which they 
were appointed, and by which Appointment 
all the reft of the Nation were freed from 
them. 

Y 4 Our 
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Our Author has omitted, I ihould fay, 
fippiefTed, this whole Article in his Account: 
Bit I hope the Reader fees it is fo material, 
that he can never pafs a true Account with- 
out it. 

The Law had faid, Jehovah fpake unto 
Numhcn Aaron^ Thoujhalt have no inheritance in their 
xxvm 20. j^^j^^ neither Jhalt thou have any Share among 
them. It appears from another Law, this was 
Dcatjc.9. meant of the whole Tribe of Levi y Wherefore 
Levi hath no Part nor Inheritance with bis 
Brethren : And yet our Author lays it muft 
Mor. Phil. he further confider'd, ** That this Spiritual 
V.iiir353" Tribe, or Hierarchy, were not limited by 
«^ the original Grant, fo as never to increafe 
" their Inheritance or Quantity of Lands :** 
For which Aflertion we have only our Au- 
thorns own Word. To which therefore it 
might be fufficient to anfwer, that they were 
limited by the original Grant not to increafe 
their Quantity of Lands., Yet as there is a 
Law, which fome have underftood, as if a 
Field devoted was appointed to be the Poffef- 
fion of the Priefts for ever, let the true Mean- 
ing of that Law be more diftinflly confi- 
der'd. The Words of the Law are thefe : 
Lcvit'cus But the Field y nvhenit goeth out at the Jubi^ 
'^^'' ^^' lee, Jhall he holy unto the Lord, as a Field de- 
voted ; the PoJeJ/ion thereof Jhall he the Priejis. 
The Queftion is, What Poffeffion the 
Priefts were to have in a devoted Field? Ac- 
i-»t8,i 9, cording to this Law, T'he fan^ifying a Fields 
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§r its being holy unto the Lord as a Field de- 
voted^ is diftiniStly explain'd to mean, that it 
was fubjedt to the Payment of a Sum of Mo- 
ney, on the Payment of which it was re- 
deemed, and returned to be the Property of 
its former Own^r. The Poffeffion of the 
Priefts then in fuch Lands, was only as a 
fort of Mortgage, for the Payment of a Sum 
of Money, the Equity of Redemption al- 
ways remaining with the Proprietor. What- 
ever PoffefficMi the Priefts were to have by this 
Law, it ought to be underftood conliftent 
with the other. Laws, that Levi was to have Numb. 
no Part or Inheritance with bis Brethren 5 ^'^vi. 7. 
and the Inheritance of the Children of Ifrael 
Jhall not remove from Tribe to Tribe ; aftd the Lev. xxir. 
Landjhall not be fold for ever. It is obferva- ^^' 
ble, that this Field is fuppos'd Xogo outtx the 
Jubilee, But the Field when it goeth out at 
the Jubilee. This Law then diredls how this 
Field is to go out at the Jubilee, but does not 
cnaft, it is never to go out at all^ or that it 
was given in Mortmain to the Pried s, and 
their Heirs for ever. The plain Intention of 
this Law feems to be this, that whereas at the 
Jubilee, Lands retui-n'd to the Proprietors 
free, without Confideration of any Jncum- 
branccs they might be charged with before 
the Jubilee, yet a Field that was faniftiiied or 
devoted fhould, notwithftanding the Jubilee, 
ftill remain fubjeft to the Price of Redemp- 
tion : The Poffeffion of it was to bethe Priefts, 
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as before the Jubilee; the Equity of Redcmp-^ 
tion remaining alfo as it was before ; fo that 
in this Caie the Jubilee neither extinguifli'd 
the Claim of the Ptiefts to a Price of Re-- 
demption, nor the Claim of the Proprietor to 
the Equity of Redemption. 

This gives a clear Meaning to the Law^ 
ccMififtertt with the other Laws concerning 
Inheritances; when to fiippofe this Law gave 
a perpetual Inheritance to the Priefts, is in-»- 
confiftent with the other Laws^ and even 
with this Law itfelf. 

There is one thing more our Author often 
repeats, that the Levites were to the Num- 
ber of the other Tribes, but as one to forty* 
This Aflertion is founded upon the Number 
of the Male Levites^ from a Month old and 
Numb, upwards, which came to Twenty-two thou- 
^^' 39- fand, when the Number of the Males in the 
other Tribes amounted to Six hundred thou- 
. fand. Others befides our Author have been 
miflcid, I think, into a confiderable Error, 
by miftaking the Nature of this Poll ; 1 (hall 
therefore take this Occafionto offer fometbing 
to the Reader, which, I hope, may fcrve to 
rcdlify this Miftake. It is taken for granted 
by many, . that this Poll of the Levites in- 
cluded all the Males, of what Age foever, 
from the eldeft to the youngeft ; and there- 
fore that there were no more Males in the 
whole Tribe of Levi than thefe Twenty-two 
thoufand. But on a clofer Examination of 

the 
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the Context, it appears to me quite other- 
. wife, and that it includes only fuch Males of 
the Levites as were under the Age of Service 
at the Tabernacle ; and that ail Levites above 
th6 Age of Service were not included in it. 

It is at firft View very improbable, that a 
thirteenth Tribe fliould make but a fortieth 
Fbrt of the other Twelve: But to let that 
pafe, there arc conclufive Reafons, in the 
Context itfelf, which require us tounderftand 
it with fome reafonable Limitati(ais* 

The Defign of this Poll, was to fet the 
Males of the Levites againft the Firft-bom of 
the Ifraelites^ As the Lord bad taken the Le- ^^^ - 
vitesfrom amof^ the Children cfJJraely in/iead 1 2. 
0falltbeFirfi-iom. To anfwer then this De- 
fign^ and to know bow many of the Firft- 
born of Ifrael were to be redeemed, as being 
above the Number of the Levites, who were 
taken inftead of them, there is an Order in 
the very fame Words to take the Number of 
all the Firft- born among the Children of Jf- 
raely and all the Firft-^bornMaleSy by the t^um^^^^ 
ber of NameSyfrom a Month old and upwards^ 
oftbofethatwerenumbered^ oftbemwereTwen^ 
ty-two tboufand two hundred andfeventy three. 

It is evident thisNumberfrom a Month old 
and upward, muft be with a Limitation to 
fome certain Agie, and could not include thie 
whole Six hundred thoufand of Military Age, 
together with ail the Males who were under 
that Agej for if there were only Twenty- two 
I thou- 
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tfaoufand two hundred and fcventy three 
Firft-born, there muft have been Five hun- 
dred and fevcnty-feven thoufiind feven hun* 
dred and twenty-feven younger Sons, not in- 
cluding thofe that were under Military Age, 
the Number of Fathers of Families being 
fuppofed equal to the Firft-born : Hence c- 
vtry Marriage having a Firft-born with youn- 
ger Sons, would on this Reckoning give twen- 
ty-five Sons, and with aProportion of Daugh* 
ters, would give above fifty Children to eve- 
ry Marriage throughout ^IJUrael^ a Cir- 
cumftance, not only improbable, but high- 
ly incredible. Some Limitation therefore is 
necefiary, which makes this Poll of the Le- 
vites no Foundation fi-om whence to con- 
clude any certain Proportion between them 
and the other Tribes. 

There is befides another Evidence in the 
Context, to confirm this Interpretation. The 

Num. iv. Levites are order'd to be numbered in another 
Manner, fi-om thirty Years to fifty, all that 
enter into the Hoft to do the Work in the 
Tabernacle of the Congregation ; now this 
Number was Eight thoufand five hundred 
and eighty : Hence it will appear, if there 
were Eight thoufand five hundred and eighty 
Levites of an Age, between thirty and fifiy^ 
there muft have been a far greater Number 
than Twenty-two thoufand of every Age : 
For if all the Levites of every Age were no 
more than Twenty-two thoufand, and yet 

the 
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the Levtfes between the Age of thirty and 
fifty, were Ei^ht thoufand four hundred and 
eighty, it would be a Proportion never 
known in the World, and contrary to all Ex- 
petience. There appears then no fufficieiit 
Grounds from this Text, or from any other 
Reafons I have ever met with, to fix the L^- 
vites at a fortieth Part, tho* the M. P. argues 
upon it all along, as if it was an evident Pro- 
portion, when there is no Reafbn to prove it, 
when there are feveral Reafons to di^rove it. 

To. take Leave of our Author, I ihall not 
enter far into an Examination of his Notion, 
" That the Hebrews had a Duality of Di-M?.r.PJin. 
^' vinePerfon^, or Obje^s of Adoration and ^•"'•^^*' 
^* Worlhip, the one inferior and fubordinate 
" to the other, which he thinks is evident 
** from all the Books of Mofes 5 or that be- 
*^ fide Jehovah Elohim^ they had the Angel 
" Jehovah ; and that this Angel o{ Jehovah 
** was not Jehovah Eljhaddai^ or the Su- 
*• preme God, he adds, is too plain to be dif- 
** puted with any the Icaft Appearance of 
" Reafon/' It may not, however, be im- 
proper to take notice how little Ground there 
is for any fuch Notion, or therefore for any 
Confequences our Author may defign to 
draw from it. 

I was not a little furpriz'd to find our Au- 
thor fo pofitive, in aflferting what does not 
feem plain to himfelf in other Parts of his 
Argument, and of which I conceive he has 
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{ivenussr quite contmry Aa:ottat In other 
Placcsof hU Book. 
Mor. Phil.' He himfelf obferves, '' The Angel Jebo- 
31'-"^'*'" vab had never been known under that 
'' Name, tUl the Time oi Mpfes ; for tho' 
*' the iame Angel had often appeared, walk'd 
" up and down, and conversed with Mei> 
*' before, yet he had never till now taken 
" the Name of Jehovah^ which was pecu? 
" liar to the Supreme Being: But Mofes 
" now fir ft deify^d this Ai^l, becaufe he 
'' muft have a local, tutelar, omcular God, 
*' and could not have governed the World 
" without it." " And the Ifraelites^ from 
'' the Days ofMoJes, believed their national 
" tutelar God to ht Jehovah^ or the Sut 
'' preme God.'' . • 

If it was h plain from ail the Books of 
Mofes, that it cannot be difputed with any 
the leaft Appearance of Reafon, as our Au* 
thor is pleaJTed to fay in one Pbce, that the 
Angel Jehovah was not the Supreme JQod, 
how comes it topafs,. that^our Author ium- 
felf fhould fo plainly find in the iame Books 
of MofeSy that he taught the Hebrews^ . and 
all the Ifraelite^ believed this their national 
tutelar G.od, tp be Jehovah^ or the Supreme 
God. Thus then, according to our Author, 
Mojei taught, thus the Hebrew Church be- 
liev'd, that their God, whom alone they 
worftiipp'd, was the Supreme God. . Does k 
appear from hence, that all the Writings of 

Mofes 
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JHip/^5 plaialy fliew, and that it cannot be 
4ifputcd widi any the leaft Appearance of 
Reafon, that the Hebrews had a Duality of 
Divine Perfons, Beings, or Objeds of Ado- 
ration and Worfhip, the one fubordinate and 
i^iferior to the other? Till our Author (hall 
be pleafcd to anfwcr himfclf, his Notion muft 
remain, by his own Evidence, contrary to 
the Dodrine of Mojes^ to the Faith and Wor- 
fhip of the Hebrew Church. 

Mo[e%^ it is plain, taught the Hebrews the 
Go4 uiey worflupp'd was Jehovah 5 that this 
Jehovah was one Being, not a Duality of Be- 
ings, one Objcft of Adoration and Worfhip, 
not two. 

The Dofkrine of Mofes was plainly this 5 
Hear^ O Jjfrael, the hordoun God is one Lord^ Deut vi.4. 
in the original Hebrew, Jehovah our Elobim 
is one Jehwah ; not according to our Au- 
thor's groundkls Invagination, two Jehovahs, 
one the Angel Jehovah^ the other Jehovah 
Elobim. It is fo conftantly the Language of 
the Hebrew Church, that befides Jehovah 
their Gody there is no God ; that they we:re 
to have no other God before him ; or that they 
were on no Account to acknowledge or wpr- 
fliip ^ny other God befides him^ that it is need- 
iefs to oiFcr any thing in Proof of it. 

Had our Author attended to one Meaning 
of the Word Angel'in the Hebrew Language, 
he would likely have laid no Strefs at all upon • 
what he «fcs as the only Argument \sx Supr 
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port of his Imagination, contrary to the t'aitK 
and Worfliip of the whole Hebrew Church, 
who worfhipp'd no God but yebovab^ who 
believ'd Jehovah their God was one Jebovab. 
g^^ " But, fays our Author, Jacob on his 

** Death-bed, while he is bleffing his Sons, 
Genets « ^nd taking his Leave of them, he invokes 
S*"* '^' " both God and the Angel diftindlly and fc- 
*' parately, yet both the one and the other 
** diredly and immediately/' It is here 
taken for granted, that the Wotd Angel muft 
mean fome proper intelligent Being, or ^Z- 
nV, and that therefore an jingel of Jdovab 
muft mean a diftinSt Spirit from Jebonjab ^ 
therefore, to be fure, fubordinate and inferior 
to Jebovaby whofe Agent and Minifter he is. 
But our Author bad not corifiderM, that 
according to the Hebrew Language, not on- 
ly intelligent Beings or Spirits are called An- 
gels, but moreover every thing that either 
notifies any Meflage from God, or executes 
the Will of God j in particular, all wfible 
Appearances in material Symbols are called 
the Angel of Jehovah. Thus the Elemients 
Pf.civ.4. of the World, Fire and Air, Winds and 
Storms, are, in the Stile of the Hebrew Lan« 
guage. Angels. In particular, the Shechi^ 
/?^i&, or material Symbol of Glory, and the 
Oracle, or audible Voice from thence, are 
in the Hebrew Stile, Angels of the Lord. 
Eyod. iiL Thus the Sbechinah, when Mofes faw the 
*' 4- Fire in the Buih, and the Oracle or Voice 
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he heard from thence, are called the Angel 
ofthe Lord : For it was Jehovah himlelf 
who in this Appearance favv MofeSyZnd called 
upon him, himfelf indeed invifible : So that 
the vifible Angel which Mofes faw, was the 
vifibie Appearance, for that alone could^be 
the Angel which appeared to the Sight of 
Mofes. And thus the Shechinah which con- 
duced the Ifraelites in the Pillar and Cloud 
.of Fire, is called the Angel ofthe Lord : It 
is faid that Jehovah went before them by Day^^ ^J"- 
tn a Pillar of a Cloudy to lead them the TFay/'^' 
and by Night in a Pillar of Fire. When 
this Pillar of Cloud changed its Place, and 
went from before their Face, and ftood be- 
hind them, it is faid, And the Angel of GodxW. 19. 
which went before the Camp oflfrael^ t emoted 
and went behind them. 

It is by no means then neceffary, that Je^ 
hovah, and the Angel of Jehovah y muft needs 
mean two diftinft Spirit Sy the one God him- 
felf, the other a miniftring Spirit, or Guar- 
dian Angel ; fince it is plain, that when Je^ 
hovah himfelf appeared in a Cloud of Fire, 
that cloud of Fire, or that vifible Appear- 
ance, the Symbol of his Prefence, was the 
Angel that appeared. I leave to the Reader 
to infer how much this takes off from our 
Author's only Argument to prove a Duality 
of Perfons, Being, or Objedls of Adoration 
and Worfhip, the one inferior and fubordi- 
nate to the other. This will alfo (hew, what 
Z little 
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little Rcafon our Author had, from any of 
thefe Appearances, to conclude, that JebtH 
vaby the God of Ifrael^ was a local, circum-- 
fcriptive, vifible, and oracular God. Where 
does he find, that Mofes ever taught^ or the 
Hebrew Church ever believ'd, ^tjebwab 
was properly either a local, circumfcriptive, 
or vifible Being. Solomon^ who underAood 
the Doctrines and Worftiip of the Hebrew 
Church much better than our Moral Philo* 
fopber, thus fpeaks ofjebo^aby the Objedt of 
tt Chroii. *^^^^ Worfliip : But will God in wry deed 
vL t^^ti. dwell witb Men on Earth ? Behold y Heaven^ 
the Heaven of Beavens cannot contain thee ; 
bow much lejs this Houfe which I have built ! 
Hearken therefore unto the Supplications of 
tbj Servant y and of thy People IJraely which 
theyjhall make towards this Place ; hear thoU 
Jrom thy dwelling PlacCy even from Heaven j 
and when thou bearefl^ forgive. 

Does this Prayer of Solomon confider y^- 
bovahy the God oilfraely the only Obje6t of 
their Worfliip, as a local circumfcriptive God, 
whofe Prefence was confined to the Temple? 
Does it not in the flrongeft Manner rcpre- 
fent Jeiovah the only Objedl of their Wor- 
fliip, as a Being whom the Heaven of Hea- 
vens could not contain, who was to hear in 
Heaven, his dwelling Place, the Prayers 
which (hould be made to him at the Temple. 
Jehovah is, in his own Nature as a Spirit, 
invifiWe, and fo is every other Spirit, for the 
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lame Reafon, becaufe it is a Spirit, invifible 
too : What can properly be vifible, is only 
Ibme material Objeft of material Senfe and 
Sight. To fee any Spirit whatfoever, muft 
be a figurative and metaphorical Expreflion, 
to difcern by feme Sign, Mark, or EfFeds, 
the Prefence of a Spirit. Thus the Shechi- 
naby the known Place of the Prefence, or, 
according to the Hebrew Matters, the Locus 
prefentia & commorationis^ was local and 
circumfcriptivc, vifible and oracular, when . 
the Heaven of Heavens could not contain 
yebovaby when no Eye had feen, or poflibly 
could properly fee the invifible God, nor in- 
deed any other proper Spirit, which may be 
fuppofed to reprefent him, any more than 
the invifible God himfelf. If our Author, 
according to his Advice to me, will keep 
ftriaiy to the Nature and Conftitution of the 
Law itfelf, he will find his Notion of I 
know not what Guardian Angel, a local, 
circumfcriptivc, vifible, oracular God, is 
not only without Foundation, but direftly 
contrary to the Dodlrines of MofeSy to the 
Faith and Worfhip of the Hebrew Church, 
I take occafion to mention this Caution, 
the rather becaufe our Author has fo very 
often forgot it in this Argument ; to give 
one furprizing Infl:ance of it. I had ob- 
ferv'd, Mofes made no Provifion of Wealth 
or Power for his own Pofterity, but had 
barr'd them, by the Conftitution, from ha- 
Z 2 ving 
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ving any Share in the Honour, Power, or 

Wealth, even of the Priefts j that they were 

Heb.Gov. roa^c incapable of the Dignity and Autho- 

196. rity of the High Prieft, whatever that ought 

be. Dr. Leland had made the lanic Obfer- 

vation, to £hew the great Difintereftedne& 

of MofeSy and how far he was from any 

worldly ambitious Views. This being an 

Obfervation in Favour of MofeSy the M. P» 

did not like, he is refolv'd to remove it oat 

of his Way ; and the more eflFeiftually to do 

fo, determines Mofes (hall have no Pofterity 

to provide for. He therefore tells Dr. Le-^ 

Mor VhwMndy '^ That he doubts he has given a mere 

v.m.333. <« Fidtion of his own, as a Piece of true Hi- 

'' ftory ;" and roundly afferts, " That Mops 

" had two Sons living, or any Ifliieor Def- 

*^ cendantfrom them when he died, is not 

** faid; and the contrary is exceeding pro- 

" bable, and almoft certain from the Story 

334- " itfelf.'* On this the M. P. proceeds to 

tell us another Story, much to this Purpofe, 

** That Mofes divorc'd his firft Wife, and 

'' thereby difclaim'd the Woman and her 

*' Children:*' And, as he continues his Tale, 

« When Mofes deftroy'd the Midianites, 

'* this was the Country in which Mofes had 

" been fuccour'd, nourifli'd, and generoufly 

^' treated forty Years, from which he had 

'' taken his Wife, and who muft now have 

•' pcriih'd with her Children, and the whole 

** Family, as many of them as were now 

" remain* 
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•* remaining 5 and now, I hope, adds the 
•* M. P. I have fiirnHh'd our Author with a 
v^ry dear Infiance of the perfeft Difinte - 
^ relfcdnefe, Gratitude, human Compaffion, 
** and natural AfFedtion of his Divine Cod- 
^* quetor/' Will not the Reader receive 
this Tale with feme Indignation, when he 
ihali perceiTe that the Family oi Mofes could 
not poffibly have pcrifti'd with the Midia^ 
niteSy whom the Hebrews cut off, and when 
thore is indifputable Evidence that Mofes had 
a numerous Pofterity in the Days of David. 
For the Midianites^ whom Mofes deftroy'dj^ 
were a diff<M-ent People, defcended from dif- 
ferent Parents, inhabiting a Country far di- 
ftant from the Mtdianites^ who were Je- 
throws Countrymen, from whom Mofes had 
taken his Wife. The • Midi unites whom ^^^^^ 
ildfi^/^j.deilnoy^d, were Inhabitants of G;«tf^;7^ 
to the Eaft oi Jordan^ where the Hebrew 
Army then was. The Midianites of Jethro 
were Inhalbitants of Jlrabia^ to the Eaft of 
the Rjd Sea ; fo that the whole Defert of A^ 
rabia to the South, and a confiderable Length 
of the Eaftern Courfe^of the Red Sea, were 
between the Hebrew Army and them. This 
our Author might eafily have known, a ve- 
ry eminent Defcription of the Geography of 
the Antietrts having particularly pointed it 
out. I fhall give the Reader the very Words, 
that it may not pafs for a Fiction, at leaft of 
my own ; Fides hinc duas urbes, nomine Ma- 
Z 3 4ian^ 
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Cciiani ^'^;| ^ ^^ Midiatiy a gente fua^ in duas partes 

\^!iiejj\divifayVelillius auStore^ ita nominatas ^ una 

fuit in meridie^ pofi rubrum marCy altera ah 

oriente^ ad Moabitin^ & Arnonem : Prions 

fuit uxorMofis Zippora ; PofteriorisMz^/^w- 

tidesj Ifraelitas in ultima manfione^ adfcedas 

voluptateSy & idoklatriam inlicientes. 

As to the Fadt that Mofes left Pofterity, in 
direft Contradidtion to our Author's Aflbr- 
tion, " That fo cruel and blood-thirfty a 
" Man was not fuffer'd to live in his Pofte- 
*' rity, or furvivc himfelf in his Iffue/' it is 
evident fi-om the Records of the Hebrew Hi- 
1 Chron. ftory : Now concerning Mofes the Man of 

T'lVi"? ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ '^^^^ named of the Tribe of 
'Jjevi [or they were polled among the i>- 
vitesy when David took this Poll,] The Sons 
of Mofes were Ger/hom and Eliezer : Of the 
Sons ofGerJhom^ Shebuelwas the Chief And 
the Sons of Eliezer were Rehabiah the Chief: 
And Eliezer had no other Sons ; but the Sons 
of Rehabiah were very many. The Pofte- 
rity of Mofes were moreover in the fame 
Reign of David, Receivers of the Treafures 
of the Dedicate Things ; and he had then a 
xxvi. 24, furviving Pofterity from both Sons: And 
^5' '^- Shebuelthe Son of Gerjhom, the Son ofMofes^ 
was Ruler of the Treafures : And his Brethren 
by Eliezer ; Rababia his Son, and jfejhaiab 
his Son, and Joram his Son, and Zichri his 
Son, and Shelomith his Son : Which Shelomitb 
and his Brethren were over all the T^eajures 

of 
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ojrtbe Dedicate Tiings. I fhall leave it to 
the Reader to determine^ how far a Tale fo 
circumftanc'd as this is reconcileable to Mo- 
rality. 

Laftly, our Author propofes, " Whether -jg^ 
*^ fuch a Scheme of Government was not de- 
** figned and calculated for univerfal Empire 
^* and Dominion, or to enflave all Mankind 
*• to this Nation/* If our Author will keep 
ftrid:ly to the Nature and original Conftitu- 
tion of the Law itfelf, and not barely fhew, 
I do not fay his Reading, but, his extraordi- 
nary Invention, by amufing us with his own 
Imaginations inftead of Hiftory, he may per- 
ceive no fuch Defign appears ; that every 
liich Attempt was impracfticable by the Con- 
ftitution : For neither could the Religious or 
Civil Conftitution admit of a large Empire, 
or univerfal Dominion. 

How, for Inftance, could all Mankind 
have come up three Times a Year to Jera^ 
falem^ to worfhip there ? How could all oc- 
cafional Sacrifices have been offered on one 
Altar, in one particular Place ? How could 
the Priefts of Levites have had their Refi- 
dence, or performed the Duties of their Of- 
fice at the Temple or Tabernacle, according 
.to the Hebrew Conftitution, when difpers'd 
all over the World ? To which of the Tribes 
muft new Conqu^fts have belong'd ? Under 
whofe provincial Government muft they have ^ 
been placed ? How could Colonies or Force$ 
2t 4, hava 



Digitized by 



Google 



344 ..APPENDIX . 

have been fent out of the Holy Land, to'keq[) 
in Subjeftion, and 'govern any new 0>n- 
quefts, that might have been made agreea- 
ble to the Conftitutibn of the Tribes of J^rael^ 
which were all local, and bound by the Con- 
ftitution to the Lot of their Inheritance^ 
Whatever Conquefts might have been made 
by Kings, to be kept in Subjcddon, as the 
other Empires did their Conquefts, muft 
foon have broke in on the Balance of the pro- 
vincial Government of the Tribes, and have 
ended in a total Subverfion of the Mofaical 
Plan of Government. Whoever then will 
confidcr the IJebrew Government ftridly, 
according to the Nature and original Confti- 
tution of the Law itfelf, as our Author ad- 
vifes, will have Reafon to conclude, that the 
Defign of it was to keep this Nation a di- 
ftinft People from other Nations, to preferve 
the Belief and Worfhip of the one True God, 
againft Idolatry, in particular from the Wor- 
Ihip of Demons, as Guardian Angels^ Pro- 
tcdors of Mankind, and Inferior Gods. That 
Jehovah the Supreme God was their God, 
the only Objecft of their Worfliip, the Pro- 
teaor of this People, and would continue to 
be fo, if they obeyed his Laws. Then they 
might hope with the Continuance of the 
true Religion, the Continuance of their Ci- 
vil Conftitution, to enjoy National Liberty, 
Peace, and Proiperity, from a powerfiil and 
kindProtedion of Providence. But the whole 

Plan 
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Plan of the Hebrew Government was incon- 
liftentwith an univerfal Empire: It muft 
have been new form'd and modeled on a 
jquite contrary Plan, before it could encou- 
rage the Ifraelites to make any Conquefts, or 
before they could have been able to maintain 
them, if at any time they can be fuppos'd to 
have made them : For a ftrong Army or Co- 
lony of HebrewSy out of their own Country, 
would have been inconfiftent with the effen- 
tial Laws of their Conftitution, and muft ve- 
ry foon have ended in the utter Subverfion 
of it. 
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CONSIDERATIONS 

On the Reverend 

Mr. Fojters Discourse 

ON THE 

JEJriSH THEOCRACT. 

MR. Fojlery m explaming the Law ofExod.3ac^ 
the Decalogue^ [lam the Lord fly 
God J who haw orbugjbt thee out of 
the Land of Egypt, out of the Houfe of Bon- 
dage. — — Hfoikfialt bofoe no other Godsbe^ 
fore Afr.] has taken an Occafion toobferve,J^g*J^^ 
that " fome carry their Notion of the Mo^ ' 
** Jaic Obconomy, as a political Scheme, 
^< much too far, imagining this Law to be 
" here inferted for Reafons derived from 
" Ae particular Conftitution of Government 
" among the Jews^ and therefore peculiar 
" to them alone/' 36u 

Concerning the Laws of the Decalogue, 

Mc.FoJier himfelf obferves, " They were 

I ** imme* 
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" immediately and diredUy given, only to 
** the Ifraelittjb or Hebrew Nation* From 
•* whence it unavoidably follows, (he infers) 
" that the Precepts therein-contained, ob- 
'* lige all Mankind no farther than as they 
*^ belong to the primitive, univerlid Reli- 
%6j. " gio^» ^^^ ^^*y of Men/' He yet obferves, 
** My own Judgment is, that thefe prefato- 
" ry Words were only intended as Motives 
^* of Obedience to the firft Commandment 
" immediately fubjoined.** 

From thefe Obfervations of Mr. F^^r'sit 
ihould feem, the Laws of the Decalogue are 
of difierent Confideration, as they were given 
to the Hebrew Nation by a particular fto- 
mulgation to them, and as the Obligation of 
, the iamt Laws, for other Reafons, efpecial- 
ly fuch as are moral and univerfal, reach atl 
Men, and equally oblige all Mankinds 

Now the Notion of the Hebrew theocracy 
feems to me, only to make this DiflindHon 
more clear and evident. It was not« as I ap- 
prehend, defigned to aflcrt, nor can it, by 
any proper Inference from it, be faid to af- 
fert, that God was not the God of the He- ' 
brews y as well as their King ; or thiat he was 
not God over all, and fupreme Lord of all 
the Nations of the Earthy as well as the fu- 
preme Civil Magiftrate of the Hebrew iVtf- 
tion. 

Indeed the Throne of the Kingdom o/ye- 
bovab over Iffael^ was diiFerent| in many 

things 
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thmgs, from his Dominion over the whole 
World, as fupreme Governor of all the Na- 
tions of the Earth 5 but it was by no means a 
Confequence of that Difference, that becaufe 
God was in a peculiar Manner the King of 
Jfraely this excluded any other Charadter of 
yebovabj as the true God, or any Rights and 
Authority vefted in him as the true God, or 
any Reafons or Obligations of Obedience to 
him, whether from the Hebrew Nation, or 
from any other People, as all were equally 
fubjeft to the Dominion of the Sovereign 
Lord of the whole World. 

I think then, the Notion of the Hfeocracy 
will be greatly miftaken, when it fhall be 
fuppofed to iet afide any good Reafons or 
Motives to Obedience, or to any AA of true 
Religion or M!brality : For though it conli- 
ders God as chief Magiftrate of the Hebrew 
Nation, and gives therefore his civil and po- 
litical Authority as oneReafon for Obedience; 
yet it alfo receives and allows all other good 
Reafons whatfoevcr, and therefore allows that 
the lame Aft maybe an Aft of Irreligion and 
Immorality, aj'well as a civil Crime againft 
the Authority of the Civil Magiftrate. . 

There can be then no Reafon from the . 
Notion of the Theocracy^ rightly underftood, 
to give this as the full Meaning of the Lavr 
of the Decalogue, Thou Jhaltbave no other 
Gods before Me ; ** Becaufe I am thy Civil 
" Governor, and it would therefore be Trea- 
I " fon 
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370- " fon againft my Perfon, and Rights of my 
" political Dominion/' For thisj^ though 
one Reafbn, a good and a true Rjeafon^ yet 

j7,, is not the only Reafon 5 ** His independent 
"^^ Exiftence and immutable Dominion over 
^^ all Mankind, and the whole rational Crea- 
" tion/' is another. And fo it may well 
be, any thing in the Notion of a theocracy 
to the contrary notwithftanding* 

So that let the Reafons for this Law be 
what they will, fo as to make it a Law of 
Religion, and of 2<;f/'z;f ryZi/ Obligation to the 
whole World, they will be no ways incon- 
fiflent with the Dodtrine of a neocracy, 
when itfelf is no ways inconfiftent with God*s 
original independent Exiftence, and inunu- 
table Dominion over all Mankind, and the 
whole rational Creation. 

The Argument from b, theocracy fhould 
then be confidered, as I think, accumulativ(ii 
only, as taking nothing away from any Gha-* 
radler of God, as the true God, and Objeft 
of religious Worfhip, or as the Supreme Lord 
and Governor of the World •, but God, for 
wife Ends, and worthy his Goodnefs, was 
pleafed to condefcend to take upon himfelf 
a more immediate Adminiftration of the Ci- 
vil Government of the Hebrew Nation. It 
matters very little how this.ftiall be reprefent- 
cd : If fome are better pleafed with reprc- 
fenting it thus, " That God, as the univerfal 
** Governor of Mankind, exercifeda parti- 

*' cular 
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" cular Providence over this fcledled and 
highly favoured Nation/' Beitfo; pro- 
vided this particular Providence be Mldcrftood 
to mean what it really was in Faift, an Admi^ 
niftration of the Civil Government of the He^ 
brew Nation, in fuch manner, that it may 
be truly faid of it, with the Pfalmiji, He hath P^ odvii. 
not dealt fi with any other Nation. *^' 

Moreover, this Notion of the theocracy 
no way derogates from any Perfedion of 
God'fi uniVterfal Providence, or any Excrcife 
of hii& Authority as univerfal Governor of. 
Mankind; 6n the contrary, this particvilar 
Providence to the Hebrew Nation fhew'd a 
very merciful and wife Difpenfation of gene- 
ral Providence, to preferve the Knowledge 
and Worfliip of the true God in the World, 
and prevent it fr(Mn being utterly loft from 
the Face of the whole Earth : So that the / 

very Notion of the Ttheocracy^ fhews an ul- 
timate Defign to promote, not an abftraded, 
but a general Good, (not any private Good, 
in Oppofition to a general Good, of eveh 
without a Defign and Fitnefs to promote it.) 
Such a Suppofition, being folcly founded oil 
a Miftake of the true Notion of a T^heocracy^ 
can neither obfcure it, or invalidate it, as 
Mr. Fojier thinks it does. 

Mr. Fofter makes it a Queftion, ". Whe- ^^^^ 
" ther the Hiftory givea ol'the Hebrew Peo- 
** pie, their Conftitution and Laws, -^'•--^f 
^* ncce&fily copftitutes any fuc,h parti- 
""" . 4 a '" cular 
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" cular Rektion, and Bond of Union, as is 
*^ here iUppofedj'' or which is the true 
Meaning of it, whether Jehovah was pro- 
perly the King of Ifraely or fupreme Civil 
Magiflrate of the Hebrew Nation. 

" TheHiftory given of the Hebrew Peo- 

*' pie, it is alledged, ihcws that God had 

'" taken upon him the exprefs Character, 

" and difqharged.aU .the Fundions of their 

fupreme, civil Ruler. This appears from 

being the Founder of their Pqliity, and 

the Compiler of their Laws, . He refided. 

among them with yifible Marks of Royal 

Majeity ^ he fought their Battles, fubdued 

" their Enemies ; in ail Matters of Doubt, 

" where inferior Councils were, perplexed^ 

.'* might be appealed to for Advice, and 

*^ when fubordinate Courts, or Judges of Er 

." quity, were embarrafs'd in their Refolu- 

" tion$, for a final Decifion of Controverfies; 

" be pujiifhcd National Corruption, and De- 

," generacy, and. rewarded National Virtue, 

." and Obedience, the one with temporal 

" Difgrace and Calamity, and the other with 

"' Profperity, and Honour ; fo that they had 

^' no other Head of their political State, to 

" whom. they were obliged abfolutely to 

*' fubmit, and frpnncwhom there was no 

'' ^Appeal/' 

• Thus Mr. Fojl^r repref<?u|:s .the Eyidence 

^hc Hebrew Hiftory gives to th.e Theocracy , 

or that Jfbovak vf&kprppprly the King of 

- ^/ ' i... ' Jjrad. 
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IfraeL Mr. Fojier does not deny or queftion 
the Truth of thefe Fads, to which many 
more might be added ; in particular, that 
the Laws of that Nation, fettled by Jebovab^ 
were unalterable, nor was there any Power 
lodged any where in the Hebrew State to re- 
peal an old Law, or to make a new one ; 
and that Jehovah exercifed the Right of no- 
minating and removing their Magiftrates, and 
for a long Series of Time adminiftered thefe 
principal Parts of Government : So that a 
Theocracy^ or that God a<5ted as King of ^ 
rael^ is reprefented as interwoven into the 
Hebrew Conftitution, and effential to it. Now 
fupp«fing thefe hiftorical Fa<Ss to be true, 
they neceflarily conftitute fuch a particular 
Relation and Bond of Union, as is fuppofed 
in the Theocracy. For thefe Afts of Civil 
-Authority, are all the A6ts of the legiflativc 
or executive Civil Powers, which in any 
State conftitute the fupreme. Civil Authority, 
and is the true Meaning of the Majejias Im^ 
.peril. Thefe all were placed by the Hebrew 
.Conftitution in Jehovah^ were all ufed and 
exercifed by him, Thefe Fadts fliew evi- 
dently that Jehovah was fo the King of If- 
raely and in fuch a particular Relation to that 
Nation, as he was not to any other People 
or Nation of the Earth, 

It may, however, be ftill ufefully obferv- 

ed, as the Defenders of the Theocracy have 

therafelves pointed it out to Obfer^jation, that 

A a 2 this 
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this particular Providence to the Hebrews^ is 
no ways contrary to any general good Dc«> 
fign to the whole World, but manifeftly in^ 
Aid of one good Defign, to prevent the uni- 
vcrfal Corruption of the World, by the Prc- 
valency of Idolatry. This particular Blefling 
to the Hebrews^ was alfo a general Bleffing 
to the Heathen Nations, but neceflarily con- 
lliiuted a particular Relation between yeho- 
*vab and the Hebrew Nation as their King, 
and as fuch became the Means of a general 
373. Bleffing to the World in general. lS/[t.FoJier 
is pleas'd further to obfcrve on the Notion of 
the Hebrew Theocracy y ** That fuppofing the 
theocratical Form of Government among 
the JetJDSy to be a Point inconteftible, it 
feems fcarce capable of affording a fall and 
fatisfaftory Anfwer to the Objedion raifed 
againft the Hebrew Law, for devoting I- 
dolatcrs to Death/' Mr, Fo/ier's Reafon 
is this. *' When the People oilfrael, fond of 
Novelty, and of imitating the Cuftoms of 
other Nations, were ftubbornly, and in- 
flexibly refolved, notwithftanding all the 
Rcmonftrances of the Prophet Samuel to 
the contrary, to have a vifible and mortal 
King; God upon this Occafion declared, 
That they had rejected him^ that bejhould 
not reign over them. And as his former 
' political Reign is founded on a fuppofed 
• Contra<a between the Almighty Sovereign 
' and hig People, that original Contract be- 

•* ing 
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ing now folemnly renounced on the Part 
of the People, there mufl of courfe be a 
Diflblution or End of the Theocracy. And 
yet Idolatry was ftill deemed a capital Of- 
fence, and punifhed as fuch ; and the Pu* 
niftiment itfelf was without Doubt, de- 
iigned to be continued, as long as the Mo- 
** faic Conftitution and Body of Laws con- 
** tinned Authoritative, and in Force." 

This Inference of Mr. Fojier^s is attended 
with two confiderable Difficulties : F/r/?, 
That it is contrary to Fa6t, for the Theocracy 
was not diffolved, and did not come to an 
End by obtaining a King inftead of a Judge, 
according to the original Conftitution. And, 
Secondly^ That the Reafon affigned for the 
DilTolution of the Theocracy does not infer it. 
As to the Cafe in Fadt, the Change of the 
Magiftracy of Judges into the Magiftracy of 
Kings, was an Alteration in the Government, 
and fome Kind of Breach of the Conftitution , 
but not a Diffolution of it. The other Parts 
of the Conftitution remained as they were ; 
their Laws received no Alteration, but ftood 
ftill on the fame Authority of Jehovah's le- 
giflative Power. His Authority, as fupreme 
Magiftrate, appeared ftill, in nominating, 
and even removing their Kings, and in giv- 
ing them Diredtions by the Oracle, and of- 
ten punifliing them for their Mifcarriages. 
Many Inftances in the Hebrew Hiftory, after 
this Change in the lower Part of the Govern- 
A a 3 ment. 
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menty evidently ihew that the fupremc Powers 
and Authority were ftill refervcd in the 
Yi^XiAsof Jehovah. 

In what lower Senfe focver, this rafti Dc- 
fire of the People, to have Kings inftead of 
Judges, may be laid, to rejeSi God that be 
fhould not reign over them^ it muft only mean 
fome Breach of the Conftitution, but not a 
Diflblution of it. They did not renounce 
all Allegiance to Jehovah^ nor was Jehovah 
depofed from his fupreme Authority, nor did 
he himfelf abdicate it. 

Confider the whole Tranfaftion itfelf, and 
there will appear a great Regard to the Con- 
ftitution,. even when the Ifraelites deiired 
this AlteratTon : The Elders of the People 
moved it by Petition to the Judge ; the Judge 
lays the Petition before Jehovah^ Jehovah 
anfwers the Judge, and conients toit: And ^ 
iS^mMVutheLordJaiaunfoSBmucl^ hearken unto the 
7- People^ tn all they fay unto thee. 

It was a ra(h and infolent Demand of the 
People, and juftly blamed as dilhonourable 
to the Wifdom and Authority of the Confti- 
tution, as well as dangerous to their own Li- 
berties and Happinefs, yet the Goodnefs of 
God faw fit to grant the Petition. It was wife 
to prevent many more, and greater Evils by 
this Condefcention. If the Petition for a 
King had been rejcded, the People might in 
their Raflinefs have thrown off the Law it- 
felf, and conformed to all the idolatrous 
2 Cuftoms 
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Cuftoms of their Neighbours, as well as to 
this Cuftom of the Nations, of having a King: 
So that in this Grant of the Peoples Petition, 
in Part they are punHhed, by permitting an. 
Alteration to their own Hurt, as is afterwards 
proved in Experience, and which was fore- 
told to tliem, when Samuel (hewed them the 
Manner of the King that jhould reign over^^^^-^^^^* 
them I and in part they were prevented from, 
a total Ajpoftacy, and the Conftitution was 
preferved from a Diflblution, It is manifeft- 
then the I'heocracy remaining in Fadt, the 
Laws againft Idolatry aftually flood upon the 
fame Foot after this Alteration in the Hebrew 
Government as it did before. For indeed 
the Majeftas Imperii was never placed in the 
Kings, but ever refided in the Hands of y^- 
hovah^2LS well after that Alteration as before. 
But fuppofing the original Compact to have 
been folemnly renounced, and therewith all 
Allegiance to Jehovah as King, which in 
Fad: it was not, how does it appear, " That - 
" the original Compaft being folemnly re- 
*' 'nounced on the Part of the People, there 
*' muft of courfe be a Diffolution, or End of 
" the Theocracy y'* as Mr. Fo/ier reafons ? ^^^* 

There is good Reafon, that where one 
Party to a Covenant refufis to perform what 
is agreed on his Part, he forfeits for himfelf 
the Right of demanding the Performance of 
what was agreed by the other Party, and 
promifed to him by the Coriipadt, But there 
Aa 4 can 
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can be no good Reafbn, why oftc Party for- 
feiting his own Rights, ihould thereby ex- 
tingujih the Rights of the other Party. Was 
it ever a Maxim of Law or Equity, that the 
unlawfiil Rebellion of a People, could extin- 

fuifli the lawful Powers or Authority of their 
Vince ? or that when a Compact between 
two Parties was agreed to, and porfeAcd, 
it remained flill in the Will of either Party 
fingly, to annul it, without the Confent of 
the other. The Jfraelites in renouncing "Je^ 
hovah as their King, could not annul his Au- 
thority, or his Right by the original Gom- 
paft ; however they might fcwrfeit their own 
Rights by their own Mifdemeanours, they 
are no good Reafon fure to extinguiih the 
Right of their King. It is then very iar from 
^good Reafon, *' That the original Com- 
** pa<ft being now folcmnly renounced on 
•* the Part of the People, there muft ofcourfe 
*• bca DilTolutionjOr End of the T^heocracy^'^ 
bccaufe it was not in the Power of the Peo- 
ple, by any A(3: of theirs, as a fingle Party to 
the Compact, to put an End to it 5 for it 
would have really been no Compadt at all, 
if either Party might have put an End to it, 
whenever they plcafed, through Raflinefs, 
Humour, or any other Motive. Compacts 
can be diflblved only by mutual Confent of 
both, or, which amounts to mutual Confent, 
when one Party difcharges the Obligation of 
the other Party^ by refofing to perfprm his 

Part 
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Part of the Compaft, and the other Party 
accq^the Difchargc, and declares himfcif 
free from all Obligations by.it. 

However, Mr. Fofier fetting afide this No- 
tion of z Theocracy y propofes another in the 
Rooq^t-of it. ** We muft therefore, I think, 
*• fcok for fome other Principle (he fays) 
•* by the Help of which to explain, and re « 
*' folve this Difficulty. Apolitical Princi- 
•^ pie (he allows) it muft be, fincemere 
• * Confcience and religious Error are not the 
" proper Subjedts of religious Laws, and I 
" know of no other that can be fubftituted 
•* in the Room of that which I have now 
" rejc<9:ed, as too uncertain and weakly fup- 
*' ported, but this, that Idolatry was pu- 
•* nifhedas High-Treafon againftthe State^ 374- 
** and not againft the Perfon and Majefty of ^'^* 
" the King of the Jewsr 

It is not eafy to conceive what great Dif- 
ference there is, in our prcfent Queftion at 
leaft, between High-Treafon againft the He^ 
brew State, and againft the Perfon and Ma- 
jefty of the King of the Jews. For what 
Mr. Fojier calls the Majefty of the King of 
the JewSy was indeed no other than the fu- 
preme Authority of Government in the He--^ 
Brew Nation, which with political Writers 
is much the fame Thing as the State. High- 
Treafon againft one is really High-Treafon 
againft both. For any Attempt againft the 
fupreme Authority. of any Nation, is an At- 
2 tempt 
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tempt againft the State, and muft tend to de* 
prive the Nation of all the Bleflings that Go- 
vernment procured for them, and bcftowed 
upon them. High-Treafon is properly the 
fame Crime in all Goverriments ; however, 
l7j: Mr. Fojier may fuppofe, " That what is 
" High Trcafon in a kingly Government, is 
" not lb in a Common^wealth/' Treafbnis 
properly defined Crimen lafa Majeftatis^ a 
Crime againft the Authority and Majefty of 
the Government, or fupreme Magiftracy; 
or the Perfons in whofe Hands the fupreme 
Adminiftration of the Government is lodged, 
fiibjeft to no Superiour. This M^efty of 
Empire is the fame, is vefted with the lame 
Authority and Powiers, whether placed in one 
Hand, or in a few Hands, or in the Hands 
of a whole Community, whatever tends di-* 
reftly to fubvert thefundamental Conftitution 
of any Form of Government, be it Kingdom 
or Common-wealth, is an Attempt againft 
the Majefty of the Government, or Crimtn 
lafa Majeftatis, and as fuch, High-Treafon. 
Mr. Fojier very juftly obfcrves, " Whatever 
** defeats, fo far as it prevails, the ultimate 
•* End, and direftly fubverts the fuhdamen- 
•* tal Principles of any particular Form of 
•* Government, muft be, in the Nature sf 
" Things, (if the End be good, and the Go- 
** vernment rightly conftituted) a capital 
** Offence/* In this View it appears to me, 
that Treafon againft the State, and againft 
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the Pcrfon and Majefty of the King of the 
Jews^ is fo very nearly one and the fame 
Crime, that there is fcarce any perceivable 
Difference between them. It will appear 
that Idolatry is Treafon againft the State of 
Ifraely becaufe it is Treafon againft the King 
odjrael^ all the Ends of the Hebrew Govern- 
ment depending upon the Support of the 
xhief Authority of the King of Ifrael^ foraf- 
much as to deftroy that Authority, was the 
lame Thing as to deftroy that Government it 
felf. 

I could have wifli'd Mr. Fofter had left 
the Hebrew theocracy to have fhifted for it- 
felf, on another Account. It might have 
given fome Affiftance to his own Reafon, 
and without fome Afliftance from the TCbeo- 
cracy^ his own Reafon, which he puts in 
the Room of it, will, I fear, be found, on 
clofer Examination, to be no Reafon at all. 
Mr. Fojier fuppofes the true Reafon why I-' 
dolatry was punifhcd, " Was as High- 
" Treafon againft the State, and not a- 
" gainft the Pcrfon and Majefty of the 
** Kingofthe^fWi." But how is Idolatry 
High-Treafon againft the State ? It is not 
fo, Mr. Fojier allows, as a fpeculative 
Doiftrine, not as a general Law of Religion 
to all Mankind ; for thus . he obfcrves, the 
" Offender renders himfelf accountable to 
" God alone ;" and if the Prohibition of 1- 
dolatry had been thus as an univerfal Law of 
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Religion, High^Trcafon againft the Hebrew 
State, it would have been, for the fame Rea- 
fon, High-Treafon againft every State. Mr. 
Fofter is very feniible, to conftitute High- 
Treafon, it moft be coniidered as a pditical 
Principle, fiace, as he obferves, " Mere Con- 

3 74. ^ ' fcience and religions Error are not the pro* 
" per Subjefe of religious Laws,'' What 
then is this political Prmciple with Mr. 
Fofter ? « It is the End for which the Con- 
" ftitution of the Jewswzs formed, viz. to 

3 75 " prevent their being over-run with Idola- 
** try : . . And as the judicial Laws in that 
'* Scheme of Government were admirably a- 
*' dapted to iiibferve and advance this wife 
" and gracious End, it neceflarily follows, 
" that Idolatry, which would have fruftrated 
** the whole Defign of the Conftitution, and 
•' have entirely diflblved and deftroyed it, 
*^ muft, upon the fame Reafons that are aU 
** lowed to be juft in all other Policy, have 
5 " deferved capital Punifhment." 

This is the very Argument from the Theo-- 
cracy^ or a Confideration of the Hebrew 
State as the Kingdom of God. This State of 
the Hebrew Government is as fully afferted, 
and I think more clearly, when God is con- 
fidered the Supreme Civil Magiftrate, aqd 
Founder of their Conftitution and State. 

Set afide this Foundation of the Hebrew 
State, and it will be difficult to find any 
Foundation for it at all. InFa^t, the Hebrew 
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State was formed, and the judicial Laws in 
that Government were givenJiy Jehovah^ as 
King of Ifrael, in virtue of his fupremc Au- 
thority, as chief Magifbatej they were not 
fettled andenafted by the Authority ofMofes, 
or the Sanhedrimy or the Congregation, either 
feparately, or jointly. Thisfeems, in Faft, 
the evident Foundation of the Hebrew State; 
and therefore the Hebrew State itfelf appears 
a Creature of the Theocracy^ and High-Trea- 
fon againft the State will be found finally to 
recur into High-Treafon againft the Majefty 
of the King of Ifrael^ the Founder and chief 
Magiftrate of their State. 

I heartily wi(h, for the Credit of Revela- 
tion, there may always be a ready Anfwer to 
all Obje6lions againft the Hebrew Laws. I 
think the theocracy is evident in fedl, in a 
long Series of Fafts interwoven into the 
whole Hiftory of the Adminiftration of the 
Hebrew Government; many more Fads than 
could have been expected to prove a Point 
of Hiftory of fo remote Antiquity, and where 
the hiftorical Records are fo few. If the He^ 
brew Government was a Thevcracy (as I can 
yet foe no Reafon to queftion it) the Argu- 
ment to prove Idolatry a capital Crime, as 
High-Treafon againft the fupreme Civil Ma- 
giftracy, is plain, eafy, and conclufive ; But 
fet the Theocracy afide, and it will be doubt- 
ful how the Prevention of Idolatry came to 
be the End of the Hebrew Government, ei- 
ther in Reafon, Authority, or Fadt. It may 
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be pradcnt then to prefervc the Argument 
from the Hebrew Theocracy^ left we /hould 
lofe the Argument from the Jewijh State to- 
gether with it, and fo be left at laft without 
any good Reafoh at all, whereby to anfwer 
thid common Obje<5tion againft the Hebrew 
Lawsand Conftitution,aConfequence which 
every true Friend of Revelation would be ve- 
ry careftii to prevent. 
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